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A Note from the Principal

The WSC of Jesus and Mary College has an awareness towards building a more egalitarian
completed yet another year of meaningful society. It encourages students to bring out their
activities. The UG@ecognized Centre has creativity and guidethem towards proactive
organised several programmes that has enablednitiatives.
and provided platforms for
students to grow deeper ir
knowledge, and has furthe
encouraged active
participation among them.

This issue ofligyasa
once again reflects student
creativity, participation,
academic rigp and an
expression of commitment

The focus of the S . towards the cause of
college is to - ‘ women. The task at hand is
compassionate,  sociallfEePest=t = W8 & | . immense. Given the current
conscious and independen S ‘ v — scenario on thestatus of

women who can inspire, lead and make a women world over, it still seems a distant dream.
difference in society. The WSC has in a large However, we are getting there. It is this sense of
sense contributed in this endeavour. By going togethernesand the drive to want to be the
beyond classroom, the WSC has added richnesschange that will be a major factor in bringing
to learning. about the necessdrgnsformationTo that end

the WSC has been and is playing a greater role in

The student members have been
the college.

encouraged and exposed to soeilities and
varied lived experiences of women through It is with much satisfaction and a sense of
innovative methodologies ofexperiential accomplishment that | congratulate the WSC
learning, and thus, have been enabled to members and faculty advisors for their
internalize a certain conviction to rise up commitment in bringing out another interesting
whenever they encounter discrimination and issueof Jigyashcongratulate the Editorial and
divisive forces in all areas ebcial life, Design Teams for their exemplary work.

particularly those of women.

Prof. Sandra Joseph
The WSC plays a pivotal role in nurturing Principal

critical minds and seeks to create among students Jesus and Mary College

.
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Convenor’s Note

The session 202P has proved to be a consideration diverse academic calendars. The
challenging year yet a learning experience for th&udent team has nonetheless worked hard to
students and staff advisors of the coll keep the WSC active and relevant. This
WSC. We have mourned the loss of J was evident when the office bearers and a
students, made the difficult transition dedicated team worked tirelessly before
the physical mode after two years the NAAC inspection tput together the
onlinelearning in Delhi University, a WSC room, PowerPoint presentation,
have been confronted by numerc and display board. The dedication of the
worrying developments across ’ team was even more evident when the
country. As a large-carricular platform WSC successfully organised the first
for students interested in learning about gendetargescale caurricular event of the college since
issues and wider concerns informing theits reopening in physical mode. Imehathree
cont empor arwvwementptmadMso Isas mueeks since the reopening, the team proceeded to
energetically organised workshops, certificatéhost a rich sequence of programmes
courses, film screenings, and informal discussions 0o mme mor at i ng I nternati o
on several pertinent issues. In our journey, wehosting Jagriti 2022 (the WSC annual fest). The
have been fortunate that reputed sclaaltivists excitement and mass participation of students was
and academicians have agreed to comaungt of refreshing. Notablya lot of hard work has
our sessions. Students have consequently gainedntinued in the sweltering summer months in
significant exposure to debated issues like théerms of research work by the WSC Research Cell
National Education Policy 2020, feminist and the putting together of the annual magazine,
critigues of mainstream science, legal anomalieligyasa
and pending legislative action, feminist

economics, the IndiaConstitution and gender, .
: . to our Principal, Professor Sandisefb, for the
etc. We are particularly grateful for the -inter . .
support she readily extends us. | would also like

institutional ti h h h ith X
nstitutio a~t|eups that we have had wit to tr\ank the ?@dwsors of the WSC, Anupama
Womenos Devel opment Ceél S 0 chther CBHBBa?sha’

the V.V. Giri National Labour Institute (Ministry rvastava, K‘?‘Sh'? D_ua, Jessy Philip,
. Lakra, Aswathi Nair, Priyh&nagaand Sharon
of Labour, Government of India), as wslffa

the sessions conducted by experts from the Indiarﬁ)ma" for their invaluable contrlputlons; the

Association of womenodOREASELGE T o e
Professor Ishita Mukhopadhyaya, Professor g ’ P P

Neetha N.Professor Samita Séhofessor Ritu \?v?wt;?(:le;d:es :Ne! ?)Isot?;e (;Z:enﬁatr:a i?er‘:tzzrfoto
Dewanand Professor Mary E. John. Ply apolog g

organize a picnic and kkbo match at India
It has been a pleasure, in ipatar, to Gate! A special thanks to molleague, Kashish
watch the enthusiasm with which our core teamDua, for taking on the editorial work Jfyasa
and the WSC students made the quick transitiordespite having a lot on her plate.
to the physical mode when the University
reopened. Needless to say, it has not been easy
juggling events in the hybrid mode, or planning
meaningful eveésm whilst taking into

| use the occasion to express my gratitude

Dr. Maya John
Asst. Prof., Dept. of History
and Convenor, WSC

e
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Farewell Message from the WSC Office bearers

Wo mends Studi es C e oft Women's) StLGies Gemtse thia yeav avgs ot just
resolved to represent serious values with betause of the efforts of the staff advisors and
approachable and curious attitude. Tt office bearers but the efforts of the Core
Centre this year juggled between onf - Team who simultaneously and tirelessly
and offline mode, but this in no w{- worked throughout the year and at times
limited our vision and activities. Keepi = managed multip events. As a result,
in mind the sae , wedve | &V&C not just remained a platform for
various workshops, seminars, discus our members sensitising them to
circles and certificate courses in gendered issues but also a cohesive space
humble attempt to mould the your for them to question and unlearn. The
mindsd interest 5 society did proade me withasgoe for my
discourses concerning gender. personal growth and has definitely
hosted a diverse range of eminent speakers thistye@asfomed my approach towards not just gender
too and held discussions on politically and culturebues but also towards driving issues concerning
relevant issues. The events created a space fotheuwomen's movement in India. | would like to
members to constantly engage with the ongdingnk my Vice President, Sania Javed who is a
struggles of women across the globe and algpgantic sack of earnest efforts, | believe my WSC
platform for activism. jour ney c beerd sbrbéutiful wahous

To commemorate International Wenmts Day, S@ N1 a0s constant presence
we successfully or ganth&team hqg%srandcp@ref team {og their gelentless
soon after we switched to an offline mode. Thé/d sincere efforts throughout this academic year
were conscious reasofR¥forpakpgitsgsuceessivlgr i ti 6 bei
organised around this day that celebrates thelhope the new team and the new officadrs
universal spirit of solidarity. Our fest is theill continue to take the Centre to new heights and
amadgamation of numerous competitiafesunyai | will keep looking back at you for inspiration.
Fundraiser and a Poster Exhibition.

As the President, | hoped to create aaade Sllgnlng Off’.
inclusive space for all our members through Jessica Shroti
organisingopen mics, film screenings, discussion B.A. (Hons) History, Third year
circles, cultural events, arldtanore. The success & President (2622)

| startedoftvi t h t he Wo me n d s | eSpreasdny deartfell gratitudedo the people
as a firsyear student with sparkly eyes, lotswfh o made 0 J a gas.ilttvould Beth@ 2 6
hope, and an intense desire to learn about gesslaggeration to say that it is the heads, core team
studies and activism. To our misfortune, we arertmembers, volunteers, and members who add a
Covid19 batch, starting out our online college righstinction to WSC, who make WSC more than just
at the peak dhe pandemic in 2020. a compulsory society. Their passion for the society

Switching from an alirtual mode to the makes it an inspiring space for young snivy
hassles of offline organisation and logistics HE¥ as the VieBresident has been eventful,
undoubtedly been pretty overwhelming for me §t92ging, and most importantly, extremely
| would never trade the experience for anything€soned with knowledge and information.
have seen the entire team working relslytles WSC JMC has given me a family and | shall
implement the abstract ideas into concrete fomamain indebtet it. | am glad we all got to create
and | sincerely respect the efforts. memories in the offlinemester after some painful

Though | have always had a keen interesfM@nths of staring at our laptop screens.
gender dynamics, WSC has refined and streamlinedHope to see all our members staying on to
that passionate but nsiructured train of thought.fight the good fight!
| would like tahank all the staff advisors and other

staff members for coordinating with the council Sania Javed
and t he boslytaodgeith previding the B.A. (Hons) Economics, Second year
council with their meaningful suggestions. & Vice Presiden(202122)

e
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From the Editorial Desk

The conception and releaseJagyas@fhe t he students of JMCO, bas
Quejt last year, had me both intrigued abdy t he WSC, provides an
surprised. The idea to have an anrmryw 1 experiences of the shift from online to
WSC magazine and the sheer sincg offine education. These responses
with which its first edition was producs document how the online and offline
proved how important it was to have t spaces have figured in the imagination,
magazine as a small window to lived eperiences, and the dynamics of the
voluminous work WSC, JMfarries out studentsd interperson
every year. The archival role thigyasq is succeeded by vibrant visual
plays and the academic rigour that : documentation of 0The
JMC stands for, were the reasons why | reathilpugh photographs of the events the centre had
agreed t o become a poadudted 02022022 hThesmagazmeygcboses witle 0 s
production process. athoughpr ovoking section ti:

Jigyasa2022 explores the theme oPPe€ak Vol umesd6é containin
Orecl aameng asfg s hat t &ephgiography gompettianchelcdgring the WSC
through writings and visuals categorized into se@8fual festival and a comic strip on rising
sections. These seven sections bring foffinmunal tensions in the country.
multitudinous yet dialogic voices that reflect on and Like the WSCligyasz022, is the produof
guestion the processes of (re)claiming spabegeamwork and dedication of its members, office
through gendered negotiatiomsth numerous bearers, staff advisors and the Convenor, Dr. Maya
kinds of boundaries. The magazine opens with dban. The experience of working on this magazine
section titled 0 D e b ahtlds m gpecidl meaning for meo The gratitudeef@ s ,
Inequality & Change: Highlights from WSy association witdigyasa 2022nerges from
Event so. As t he namelosegp uggeaessinigt DrnclJudes
transcripts of webinars and interviews with eminént struggles against gendased inequalities, her
scholars, reews of a few WSC certificate coursgsion of reform and the sincerity with which she,
modules and workshops, best research papers ffessica Shroti, Sania Javed and the editorial, design,
the annual student seminar, an account of #me core teams have worked to provide a platform
|l nternational Wo me n 6 swhislavya | malradre,s amdi ampucci e
report on the oigoing research projects at thiedebted to various scholars, activists and
WSC. Once readers gain faamtly with the kind of institutions for sharing their intellectual wealth and
discussions the WSC had facilitated in-2022, allowing us to publish their invaluable opinions. |

the second section, oameaalsa timankfult to Df.eAnupara Grivastavia foo d u
them to poetry that ukndlydgemriag to édie the lindit entee8 ¢ thiso ¢ u
intersectional feminism. magazine. Finally and most importanilgyasa

From this expression of Creativifb'ygyasazozz, would not have been pOSS|b|e without the

2022, movestcuttingedge critical articles in th¢eafround institutional support provided by the
section titled, oThi sPripcpd.fef Sardragogeph. t i cal ! 6. |
t welve prose pieces r e pPRublisaton ofigyag022\Vearkingmeentb e r s
deep sense of political commitment toward tbean academic session that has brought all of us
effects of gendered existence on matters batk under the same roof, enabling conversations,
personal, national, andternational relevancecollaborations and camaraderie that we longed for.
These articles interrogate spaces charted oufHig magazine is the result of the exhilaration we,
educational institutions, political borders, aatithe WSC, felt on returning to the spadesav
sociacultural and literary landscapes. This sectioa power of the collective paves the way for a
testifies to the need for greater solidarities ambeger world. We hope our exhilaration will be
the oppressed groups andmdeds inclusive palpable as the readers go through the pages that
politics. This critical insight is carried to the fourfibllow.

section where the WSC students reflect on the films

and books that left an impression on them. Ms. Kashish Dua

The fifthLNBLeje OR3EBDZ 0 Asst. Prof., Dept of English,
(Solidarities in Campus Spaces): Reflections from and Staff Advisdéhlp mends St udi es

e
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Editors

Dear Readers, varied boundari es. Wo me

The dominant social process last year hagime and again chaligd boundaries and fiercely
been the transition from anvifitual mode to the attempted to expand spaces to make them more
Oreal o worl d : pincgjsjvm@nﬂ sater. In a similar spirit,
logistical requirements, : < = Jigyas2022 interrogates the systemic
strategies, and thdemand for al|/ : _ [ | working of boundaries and the daily
SR W | gendered negotiations with spaces in
address. It is in this context that t|gF : L | various contexts Through réeotion

content of the magazine has ta; & WEI of WSCO6s wevents,
Shape The concept of spaqs i S < Covering wide ranging tOpiCS poetry
perunent to the theme of th it £ deallng with nuanced aSpeCtS of
magazine, is where such processes of transmogender reviews of thougdrbvoking movies and

play out. Space, as a conceptvers a wide books the magazine attempts to challenge
spectrum it can mean anything from the normalized arenas of oppression by placing
immediate physical space and its manifestations @Pncepts oépaces and boundaries undgitieal

mental space, sogqolitical and intellectual lens.

spaces. The aspect that gender influences these It was athrilling task to read the entries and
spaces and equa”y gets affected by access to Su’@ﬁllize the diverse ways in which different authors
spaces drives the content of this magazine. Simildtave interpreted the theme. The magazine is a
is the case with boundaries. Amongst other thingguccessful collection of political pieces subtly

it is the historical undertone of the idea of driven by pemnal experiencesligyas2022
boundaries that r emai rS¥cerplypiampts tg find an ntgreectipnipetweeny e
magazine. These undertones often reflect certaifreative freedom and political sensitivity along

norms an@xpectations that deve|0ped in Specific with a sociehistorical Understanding of gender. It
historical contexts. realizes that creativity and political responsibility

need to be balancemdith utmost precision to
create progressive content. We hope the writings
of the magazine find a resonance with you

Spaces of different kinds have often been
extremely restricting for women and gender
discrimination was often penetrated through

Love and Rage,
Sania Javed Srushti Sharma
B.A. (Hons) Economié¥,ear B.A. (Hons) Histor{/! ear

[ ]
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WSC Webinar Series

dowards 75 Years of Freedom:
Contemplations and Reflections onth&o me n' s Q

Extracts from a conversation with

Dr. Meera Velayudhan on her mother, Dakshayini Velayudhan
(In Collaboration with the Department of History)

Introduction: The Womendés Studies Centre, Jesus and Mary Col
Years of Freedom: Contemplations and Reflections ®dheme n6s Question, & in August
marks a small effort to usher in 75 years of freedom with necessary dialogue on pervasive inequalities and
gender dynamics from the time of the late colonial period into thedsgpsndence era. We had theolo

of hosting noted scholars who have spoken on pertine
over a long and tenuous period of changing circumstances. Professor Archana Prasad from Jawaharlal Nehru
University (JNU), Professor Charu Gupien Delhi University (DU), Professor Samita Sen from Cambridge

University, Professor Janki Nair from JNU, Professor Kalpana Kannabiran from Council for Social
Development, etc. have been some of our reputed speakers at the webinar sérikag@stZD21, we had

the pleasure to host a noted academician in the field of gender studies, Dr. Meera Velayudhan, who shared
some insights on her mother, Dakshayani Velayudhan, and her inspiring journey as one of the women members

of the Constituent Assembly.

About the speaker:Dr. Meera Velayudhan is a Policy Analyst with a Doctorate in Modern Indian History.
Shehas been activedypgaged in the field of Gender Studies since its inception in the early 1980s in India.

Dr. Meera Velayudhan: d i dikepand our education. Now and then, | got
Ked h to know about the Constituent Assembly and its
You asked that questigqn i e¥hel YALnWFrGald

Ch_"d and you grew up with ,SUCh a revolution%\é"y talk about it much,_exc%ot,for a few things.
figure, how did you take it all in?706 1d6d It ke

for all the history students, or from sociology, |knew her at that time and | was singled out
thereds al so a met hovd amongghe chitdn bécaused wasia girl and thays
you remember. What are the frames of referenwesge so busy in their activities. | was told to choose

or contexts? For example, my mother has writgedpoarding school. | was the only one of the 5

an autobiography t 8 s goi ng t o children wpouhbd aisteadyeeducaian.d think it had
How do you read it in a particular context? For semething to do with me being a girl. | think she
particularly, i t ds i nensgredghatnl enetad schoahin Nainitalwhea bk e«
separate your own life and activism and how do y@&s about 5 years old for 9 months. It was a place
link it with an earlier generatiorifhese are where you don't have any exams until | did my
historically very different kinds of contexts. Thdrelian School Certificate. It had a different kind of

are multiple frames of reference and memdoy is system from the Protestant schools. | shared a
instance, what stands strongly is the sense @ jusgiecial bond with my niwr becausshe was the

in my whole upbringing, in my relationships, asree who kept in touch with me every week through
child onward. Something which stands out is theiters, and we also wrote a letter once a week.
my mother was a very serious person. She bof@sards the end of November, when the winter
children 4 sons and | was the only daughter. S¥ads in, then we came home. Generally, we would
paid attention to each one of what we liked, go to Kerala. Up to Delhi, we would coith the

.
| oYl
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school party, and thewomédénddbej putnai tbfsome fl
or the other. In those days, train journeys were \gggduated, thpumal publishea picture of her

long. Mother was always there at the train statiowiih a quote from a poet.

receive me. | remember once | couldn't spot her, so

that time, was a princely state so they had a

Also, we were always aware that both prpvincial assembly there. When she writes about
parents were involved with some work among iheshec a |l | s it the oOobeginn
people. They both went out together, but sheour ney. 6 She obviously |
always had her independent work. My parents Weft going into political life because she had to give
the house together but slient wherever she hadip her teaching job which she couldn't do earlier.
to. In the provisional parliament, they were in tWais was because there were a lot of mortgages, and
opposing political parties. My mother remainglde ha@ small family with her mother and younger
with the Indian National Congress and my fatherother in the family unit, that she had to redeem
after 3 months, joined the Socialist Party. If yihwiough her scholarships and teaching funds that
read the provisional parliamentateb, they werecame. In a sense, you also see how a family structure
actually in two different political parties. We kn@&ts formed. That process you can see when she
they were in different parties, but life went ontatksabouh er own j ourney goin
usual in the house. It was a very political house.ilk e t o tell you that she
remember learning my alphabets fidra Times ofaid she used to get very stressed once or twice
India Theyod r emacdgi tanidn hefore eandesamhon before speaking. She spoke at

| learned my English alphabets. several places. There were important Dalit
. community meeting$She said she would sort of
My parents wergart of parliamentaryf e e| faint. | think ités

several times that Muslim families would be stayiage merit, you are capable, can all be stressful. She
in some part of our house. Once, there were abgdh writes that when she went into the state, i.e.,

11 children. When | was doing my Ph.D., I met iy Cochin Igislative assembly, she had no such
youngest of them. He was a ségguard at Jamiap r o b| ems. She spoke very

Millia Islamia. There are also a lot of partitiqfhy kind of stress like that.

stories that | got to know through my mother. All

of DelhiConnaught place, south Delhi The other significant thing is also marriage.
rehabilitation, Janpath etc. were where all shdps parents met during
were allocated. They were offiearers of the movement. | don't know how they travelled but
Trader6s Associati on theaywenttoWadha Gandai dshrigm wherg the T
awhole history in terms of association in the faniiiglian National Congress working committee was

| think | was special among the children to Mgving its meeting. In the break that took place in
parents. Having the privilege of getting continudll§ meeting on 6th September 1940, this wedding

education in one place. In school also, | was @@k place. Kasturba Gandhi was there, wearing a
On'y one Who read the newspaper_ Wh|te sarl W|th aed bOI‘der. Gandh']' was aISO

present . Thereds a pictu

and Gandhiji. I found th

have this photo at all. | was carrying out a study in
She was the first Dalit woman to graduateAhmedabad and stayed with lla BHEtien, | sort

India, and that too a science graduate. In 1936,gshelked to her anshid my parents got married in

passed BSc Chemistry this wartha Ghadhisasheaim.aShestooklneeltd tigeg €

One of the pictures | have of her, | found in Sabarmati Ashram. When | entered, there was a big

[On her mother, Dakshayani Velayudhan]

L
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wal | and this picture was painted. Now itds
there. Also, she took me to the old library where There were intersections and dialogues
one of the Gandhians gave mel postcard with between the varied antiste and reform

this picture. So, this actually is a picture taken framvements. This enabled people like my mother to

the photograph. | saw the photograph in tlsay there. It was not the hostel itself; & also
exhibition on the freedom struggle there asowell b o ut vari ous speakers wt
as in Wardha but now they are not there eitheand interact. There was a very good library that
Maybe some editing has been douel @ouldn't students could go to. It was very different from a

find the thing. It's been made into a photographo mends host el in that se
now at the national museum in London. They sartplace where various reformers, activists, an

of reproduced it, S a yléategs wdultl @oine ahd speak asdstadentsavould i
picture. be listening to them.

A very interesting thing also took place Fr om my mot her ds writi
during this marriage because Gandhi@chtitat myriad experiences. For instance, she writes of her
my mother could not eat the chapati and the dsgching experience. There is this whole incident
stuff at Wardha as hr ahatsheleeounss abodt her vwalitioghenroadd t hi
youdl |l get fish her e?,justwalkifigfroni wheré\she staidithe higltett ¢ a
what you want to. 6 My segondardy schoolsShé Was tedchiryy the oth tlags |
lighting theangithi s o i t 6 s cobnamort €hemittry. Erént the Nopgbsite direction, a
kitchen. They were there for a few months. She @@siinant caste woman was coming and she made
not keen on a separate kitchen. a sound |i ke, 0oh, you'r

But mymother didn't move off the road. The lady

Obviously, there was a lot of influence @hen walked on the side of the field. She said that
Gandbhi, but we also need to factor in the contgkie was first posted in an area by the Cochin state
that in Kerala at that stage, there was a stramgre casteism would not be so violent. She also
influence of the civdisobedience movement angbok up a house in the area of her first posting. She
norn-cooperation movement. In the context Gfaidhat t he people were no
social reform, there was interaction with variousy interesting to know because they practiced
reformers like Sri Narayana Guru. Gandhiji himsgifchcraft and various other superstitionen
came. Babasaheb Ambedkar did not have thalctices. If these practices were still there, it means
much presence in Kerala as such. InilTidadu, that in the midl930s, the impact of the reform
there was an interaction with Py So, you canmovementwas quite uneven on all the different
understand mynot her 6 s keen d¢omrBupites Stee alsotfound it Hiffictilt to draw
wider reform movement. Rather than Gandhigater from the well.
ideol ogy itself, itds al so what was happening
anticaste and social reform movements in Kerala T her e d s al so an i nte
and the debates that were going on there whichversion. Part of the family converted, except for
influenced people like my meth my mother and her younger brother because she

was 3 ltat time and her mother thought to let them

When you talk about Gandhi and Ambedkagfiow up and decide. They were getting free
i.e., who was she i nfdchHolershipsfatedlicitionso éne part of thedaimigyd s
of influence of the region and the movements thais converted to Christianity. When her family
took place over ther ewentltdé chsch, shet add hersuhdonvegtedt sidling € ¢
hostel that she st ay evdntalong. Mymdihelairasjthat@he knénwddtslofe g e
SNV Sadhanam, which was actually an instituteirts of the Bible by heart. She was very confident
set up by the reform movement. about her memory. She said that she sometimes
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wondered if she could go to heaven, thatwsmen, or | should say 'Aedkarites’, actively
swargarajamithout faith. That's what she writebecame a part of it. The three major dimensions to
| t ds very ihnatte raegset isnhgeitét&rraption anekintpogantad rote. Firstly, the
these things when accompanying her parents. mbed was felt for forming a separate federation for
points to the kind of influence it was having. HBalit women. Secondly, was the need for visibility
family was involved in a lot of the aaste of Dalit women as a politicahtdy with a
protests and also some historical events of thighificant identity. Lastly, the patriarchal trends
period. Therefore, all that irdhce was there. within the Dalit movement needed a strong
feminist counterpart. The whole framework of
If you talk about the influence of just thB®alit politics had started following the mainstream.
Gandhian and the Ambedkarjtéisat of course Nevertheless, the entry of Dalit women in various
takes place once you shift to the Constitudields, such as education, politics, cinema, and so on
Assembly proceedi ngs.andsof@rth, hasdeey indicatiie ¢ghat ehids ihave
when | look at that moment. Not only just lookinghanged for the better.
at the speeches but looking at all the other speeches
of various people and women. It's vetgrasting However, there is also a larger reality of
that if you look at the debates and all the speeqiesple who are still the sufferers, the victims. As
of women in the Constituent Assembly, there w&aba Sahab Ambedkar wiselid ghat we've
only 16 of them and they coordinated well wiichieved political freedom without achieving social
each other. My mother was the youngest at 34. dih@ economic freedom, and so, all communities
rest were in their 50s. She was the onlwikatian and suppressed castes won't ever be able to move
member of the Constituent Assembly. You see thjatto authoritative positions. His last speech in the
these women members never had a conflict vi@ibnstituent Assembly is worth givingaa réthink
each other. If you read the Constituent Assembly need more and more literature on caste studies
debates, they were all putting up different pointsasmd literature. | think only then can we capture and

|l and refor ms, bonded undefstand the socaldaalityaftvarious castes.o me n
right to work, and property rights. Yet they worked
closely together. [The session concluded with a vote of
thanks and closing remarks by the
Meera on her own politics convenor ofWSC, JMC.]
| became a part of the National Federation of Transcribed by Jahanbi Singh (Second yez
Dalit Women which was formed in 1995. There and Aditi Misra (First year),
were various dimensions to it. Various Dalit B.A (Hons) Psychology
X,y
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In conversation with Professor Prabha Kotiswaran
on the ‘Laws of Social Reproduction: Bridging Silos, Theorizing Resistance’

Introduction: On 13th April 2022, WSC had the pleasure to host a distinguished scholar in

the field of feminist | egal studies, Profes
Laws of Soci al Reproducti on: Bridgpamg Sil os
of our webinar series O6Towards 75 Years of
the Womends Questiono.

About the speaker:Prabha Kotiswarans a professor of | aw and
College, London. Her major areas of research include, criminal law, transnational criminal
law, sociology of law, postcolonial theory, and feminist legal theory. She has authored many
books such a®angeus Sex, Invisible Labour: Sex Work and the LawhiocHnedmn the

2012 SLSA Hand Prize for Early Career AcademicReaisiting the Law and Governance of
Trafficking, Forced Labour and ModerR&tandyy.she has authored the l8okernance
Feminism: An Introduatidrceedited a volum&overnance Feminism: Notes frorSthe Field

is currently working on a project on the laws of social reproduction.

Dr. Prabha Kotiswaran: | want to share my before the 70s, but I'm just drawing attention to the
research today from a project calledLihes of 70s and the wages for household cgmpéierein
Social Reproductfonded by the EU, Grantfeminists like Mariarosa Dalla Costa, Selma James
Agreement 772946), and offer thoughts on howeed Silvia Federici highlighted the role of women's
bridge the silos that have emerged between wohistaged labour in the home and its connection to
workers engaged in social reproduction ang argpe production of surplaslue under capitalism.
why bridging these silos is crucial for theoriziag, we find that some of these activistaeththat
resistance. the demand for wages for housework was a political
perspective and a revolutionary strategy more than

If we look at a definition of what socigy demand for salaries for homemakers.
reproduction is then | would like to use what

Carolyn Hoskyns and Shirin Rai have proposed. AS Silvia Fede_ri(_:i has clarified on seyeral
Social reproduction includes biologicgfcas'ons these feminists wanted to put a price on

reproduction,unpaid production in the home,the valueof housework only then to reject it,

social provisioning, reproduction of culture afd'ereas, other activists viewed wages for

ideology and provision of sexual emotional afgHSeWork not only as a demand of the state for

affective services. In very simple terms, soB%Yment_ to hor_nemaker;, but also as _a political

reproduction is work that makes our lives possilf)’l%r.Spec_t'Ve Wh'Ch_ rede_f'”ed the working class

Feminists have theorized absocial reproduction Ntérmnationally as including thewaged and the

for decades now. In particular, they have theori%"&waged men as well as women as well as those

about women's unpaid domestic and care Work_vge{king in the home and on the land. So right from

we find that Marxist, socialist, and autonomdf}§ Peginning, we see there was an ecological
to their thinking on social

feminists have debated domestic labour and Wgag%poner_wt
for housework in the 1970s. We find wages for réproduction.
housework campaign taking root in the UK and Over time, of course, the wadms

Italy and then spreading to the U.S. Of course, loeisehal campaign has pushed the debates on
theorization of social reproduction took shape wastkial reproduction towards demands for the right
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to land ownership, decent and affordable housivgre often at # margins have now occupied the
leisure time, accessible childcare centers, @olty mainstream. We find that the materialist
related infrastructure services which are likelyfdiminist classics on social reproduction have a new
reduce time spenhdousework. And we find thatesonance as women have continued to perform a
in 2000, the international wages for housewetkch higher amount of unpaid work during the
campaign called for a global women's strike, wiighdemic and have also lost jolie informal as
demanded amongst other things, payment fory@ll as in the formal sector and some argue that this
kinds of caring work, whether it is work within theas brought down female labour force participation
household or whether it's icay for the rates to what they were in the 1980s. The need to
environment and the community around us. Wgild a robust care infrastructure has registered with
also find that as part of the Green New Deal fgp|itical leaders even anpowerful economy like
Europe, there is a policy recommendation to fuig U.S. which signals a sharp shift in how we think
a care income to compensate for various kindg,g6ut care work. Now how much of this moment
unpaid activities. However, there are oth&r qrisis will translate into lotgrm change is
interpreations of wages for housework in thigymething that is yet to be seen, but the pandemic
contemporary context, and we find feminists likeg certainly highlighted the teality of social

Kathi Weeks who have argued that the demandfof; o ,ction to the economy in different contexts.
universal basic income would best capture the

insights of the wages for housework campaign. I now want to say a little bit about the project

Thed W " g Saian th that I'm currently engaged in. In my research
o Wa gresu campaign tha ject, I'm trying to theorize social reproduction

ro
theorized about women's unpaid domestic and ‘}f)ﬁféugh the lens of the law. In parr, I'm
work in the 70s, but it did not take off asamainstrelgm(ing at five sectors of wor.nen's work’ in India

political campaign although it continues to be higg,% | map them along a marriage market

relevant to how we think about women's repmdum@é‘%tinuum. I'm looking at how the law regulates sex

labour. Whatve find instead, is feminists craftingv%rk’ erotic dancing, surrogacy, paid domestic
vocabulary of reproductive labour to chronicle 1'\W/%rk, and unpaid domestic work, and the idea here
international sexual division of labour. Hence, we @qo disolve some of the silos that we've become
literature on global care chains as globalization tgggastome d to when we think about these various
shape in the 1990s. We find feminists studyings/ariioO rms of women's wor k.
forms of reprod_uctuve labour outside the househ%%king is that if you look at the empirical realities
as well. So, this includes sex work, Surrogacy, ek in these various sectohe social realities

donation, paid domestic work, nursing, an(_i te"?‘Chéqg'not sdlistinct from each other for us to warrant
And they've deconstructed several of the binaries éh%ﬁff erent view of say, sex work from unpaid

preventeq the recggnltlon of .the value . a%m estic work.
reproductive labour within the Marxist and materialist
canon. | won't go into too much detail here, exceptto  As we know, usually sex work is something
say that the frontiers of studies of social reproductieat is sought to be viewed as violence against
were further extended when you look at reproductivsmen and there's a very extensive debate around
labour also performed in other ingkinal settings how feminits theorize sex work, but my argument,
outside the household. This includes child cprst to put it on the table here, is to say that there
centres, schools, hospitals, nursing homes, gggeenough similarities between these different
homes for the elderly, and so on. forms of labour that we shouldn't necessarily treat
Now, of course, we know that since thgex work purely as violence though, of course, there
pandemic, these insights of feminist thinking whishviolerwe within sex work. Nor should we treat

T
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unpaid domestic and care work as being oshaw that the ¥a's recognition of women's labour
pedestal and as being different from sex workisopossible, as well as the strengths and drawbacks
commercial surrogacy. of such kind of recognition.

We often find that there is a high level of = The number of road traffic accidents in India
mobility between these sectors. We find that thisrgery, very high. About 150,000 people a year die
is adeep interconnectedness with the institutionfodm motor vehicle accidents. When somelas
marriage, so you'll often find a surrogate may @eause of a motor vehicle accident, their
homemaker but then she becomes a surrogate fitg@endents will go to court under tort law, which is
certain period. You might find that a sex workemrisegime of private law. They'll claim that they need
married earlier and then she becomes a sex wockenpensation for that person's demise because if
and then she exits sex work to go back intbat person had continued to live, they would have
marriage. So, there's a lot of interconnectedresssied a salary over a very long period. Then there
both between the sectors and between #re expenses related to their death, i.e., funeral
institution of marriage. Often you find that a lot ekpenses or medical expenses. In this way, relatives
women, especially at the market end of thle the deceased go to the courts and claim
spectrum, earn a lot morgah what you might compensation, which is typically paid by an
expect for their educational and skill levelssurance copany. We find that there are two
Similarly, they suffer from high levels of stigntategories of damages. In very simple terms, one is
Overall, there are very different dynamics tlaateconomic loss, i.e., the loss of income. Someone
inform how these forms of labour are understoodorking in the formal sector would have a salary
So, for example, in the context of comimérccertificate which can be produced in court, and this
surrogacy, many ethnographers have studied thstmbe multipéd for their life span, say2byears
great depth, and tell us very beautifully how thepending on the age of the person who died. To
commercial surrogacy sector is informdus large lump sum, you add the medical expenses,
overwhelmingly by a logic of altruism. So, fertilityneral expenses, loss of estate, etc. The second
clinics and commissioning parents will all talk abkiad of loss is nepecuniary, or neaconomic
how surrogates are performing this incredibbss. These are intfble, for it's very hard to put a
powerful altruistic form of labour, but the reality jgice on them. It includes pain and suffering, loss
that for surrogates to imbibe this altruistaf love and affection, loss of consortium, etc.
subjectivity means that they are then not able to
demand their rights as workers when performing Interestingly, there's a whole range of cases
this form of repoductive labour. Conversely, ithat have come up to the Indian courts where,
they are demanding rights as workers, often theynareemakers were Kkilled Bccidents so the
punished by actors within the sector for not beihgsband of the woman and her children would
6good enough® mot her s comae th ciud and gsk $or capgdensationo These r n
about getting paid. So, they're portrayed as b&mgen often were not working outside the home,
greedy. Such logmperates within each sectognd therefore, the courts were faced with the
which undermines women's bargaining power. predicament of trying to decide how to value the

labourof these women so as to compensate their

Now | will go to the third part in which Idependents, who are suffering from the lack of the
want to share with you a positive legal developnsatices that women would have provided to them
in recognizing women's labour. |1 want to drdvad they been alive. Starting from the late 1980s,
attention to some of the cases that I've studladian courts came to argue that the work of the
under the Motor Vehicles Act of 1988. These calsesiemaker willdtreated as an occupation. In this
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way, the Andhra Pradesh High Court arrived ataanpensation should go down. Courts have also
monthly amount, which was multiplied by the yeprs e s u me d t hat womenos
that she could have lived. In 20D$tice Prabhacompleted by the age of 60. In other words, there
Sridevan of the Madras High Court adopted iahan assumption that women ‘tigoerform any
explicitly feminist takenghe unpaid work done byreproductive labour, after a certain point/age,

a homemaker. Justice Sridevan cited CEDAW uaiich is not necessarily the case in many instances.

international laws to argue that a homemaker daks®, if the women are from the upper class, their
a lot of work in the home. Offering a largely middi#ependents are liable for more compensation
cl ass under standi ng beaerdusethe courtaesomaes thasthe ogpgramsit a |
reproduction, which is managing budgetd,staying at home is high. I just want to end this
coordinating activities, nursing care, managing pelpt by saying that in 2021 the Supreme Court
at home, helping children with education, ew&tated very categorically that the fixing of a notional
Justice Sridevan argued that we must compeneatame of a homemaker attains special significance.
the women for this kind of work not only whedustice Ramana said it amounts to theméemm
theydve died but a | s oof thework, lalpor aral saerificeshof romemaker®
law so thewhen there is a case of divorce, a wonaamd is a reflection of changing attitudes, and that it
is compensated for t sein furthgramde dof awro makon'st imteanational h
performed in a marriage for a long period. obligations and our constitutional vision of social
equality and ensuring dignity to all. Ehisdeed a

We also have a milestone decision of thery key judgment that recognizes the reproductive
Supreme Court in 2010, which has been miastour of homemakers, and | think this is what
recently confirmed in 2021 by the aurr€hief holds potential for ensuring economic freedom and
Justice N.V. Ramana. Once the Supreme Cautependence for Indian women going forward.
affirmed the recognition of women's unpaid work,
a whole range of high courts followed suit. Sodessica Shroti: When the Indian courts and their
high courts have glorified the unpaid work thatjudication of matters about motor accident cases
women perform by simply saying that women &aeve worked with the concept of the dependent
upholding he cultural fabric of Indian society, thgyosition of women in marriage relations, and hence
are nation builders, etc. There has meanwhile hhencompensation angle, how do you explain the
another set of judgments that thought aboawersion of Indian courts to the extension of this
marriage in a more equitable fashion. In thesiciple & dependence when it comes to
judgements we see the claim that the work a wone@ognizing sexual exploitation within marriage, i.e.,
does at home is asportant as the work that ain terms of rape within marriage?
husband does outside in paid employment, and in
fact, sometimes the work that the woman doe®isKotiswaran: It's a very complicated question,
even more valuable than what the man does outgideegin with. | don't see any reason to have
the household. However, when courts have if@munity for marital rape under the iavd Penal
decide how to compensate these depé&hddn Code. | want to be very, very clear about that. |
homemakers who were killed, they have considei&lt think there should be any kind of immunity
various factors; some of which prove problemafisr. husbands. But for feminists, it's a slightly more
Indian courts have been known to award grantsofplicated question because we know that
compensation based on whether a woman haatriage translates into economic dependence for

e (

children or not, the algtefworien.tHbnee, IaHink it'sdvellemorth ot ¢ .

assurad that after the age of 55, women would donsideration to think about both the intended

a lot less unpaid work, and therefore, thensequences and the unintended consequences of
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criminalizing marital rape, and what that would tth@ power to license these businessgés?
to women who don't have any other source effectively a criminal law that regulates erotic
livelihood or inome apart from that of theirdancing, but if you look at it on a factual basis, it
husbandds, and al s o ginea uhe potca ithe dpopwem to licenee these e
dependent on them. Here | think we need to lobldsinesses, which is why | bring it under the ambit
at the complex interplay between criminal law aridicensing law. Although on the face of itait's
family law, and what impact a criminal case carichinal law, in effect what the police does is issue
have on the family law proceedingsdine used for licenses and impose a whole range of conditions.
granting separation and divorce rights on groufithe effect has been that although it is licensed, i.e.,
of cruelty. So, for example, if the prosecution &ubject to licensing law in Maharashtra, the
marital rape fails and the husband is acquitte@prtditions are so stringent that effectively lyou s
could strengthen his bargaining power in a fandibpvn an entire form of labour by imposing very
court where he can claim that seababke has not strict conditions on it.
been proved. Hence, we need to be very careful
about the consequences of criminalizing marital Let me illustrate with the example of the
rape. On the exact question about the couMgharashtra Bar Dancing Litigation. When the
aversion to recognizing marital rape, it's redigharashtra government tried to ban bar dancing
because | think it goes to the heart of thedtistit in 2005, this was challenged by an aseocait
of marriage. Indeed, | think that if a woman inhatel and restaurant owners that went to the
divorce proceeding said that she warismbay High Court. The Bombay High Court
compensation for her unpaid domestic and ceftectively said that the government could not
work or a share of the matrimonial property, | haslamp down on women's right to livelihood, and
a feeling that she would be met with simikeey upheld the right of bar dancers to perform
responses from theurts. What | mean is that it'@rotic dancing. Whalhey said at that point very
easier to compensate the unpaid work of a woralgarly was that dancing was something that had
after she has died, in an instance where kken part of Indian culture for a very long time, and
insurance company is paying the dependents, r&er se, itis a legal activity. They use the term that
than if you were to bring it up in a family law caiels res commercium, meaning that it is a legal
Whether in the contexf marital rape or divorce, lactivity; it candthe subject of commerce, and they
think the courts are generally averse to challengigjrasted that to sex work which they said was res
the institution of marriage. Of course, we haveextra commercium, i.e., an illegal activity. The court
challenge this logic of the courts on every front, désfinguished between these two forms of women's
whether it be family law or criminal law. work. Now the point at which bar dancing becomes
illegal is wheit becomes obscene. So, it becomes
Jessica Shroti: Looking at your PowerPointillegal when you violate any of the conditions in the
presentation, | have a question as to how erditiense. Effectively, the police will grant a license to
dancing can be linked to licensing norms? a bar, and they'll say that the dancers have to be x
distance from the customers, money cannot be
Dr. Kotiswaran: If you think of erotic dancing,showered orthem, and owners need to have
there are many, many different forms, but the dDETVs installed. What happened consequently was
that we are most familiar with, arfdol has been that the case went up for appeal to the Supreme
the subject of litigation, is bar dancing. In ti@urt, which again upheld what the Bombay High
context of Maharashtra, the law that governs Bawurt said. By then, however, the Maharashtra
dancing is the Bombay Police Act. The paradox ti@aternment came up with a new laat thade it
we need to unearth is, why is it that the police haggy difficult to carry out any kind of bar dancing.
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It was again challenged before the Bombay Hsgletorspecific law for paid domestic work. |
Court and then the Supreme Court. completely agree with that. What | am trying to
So eventually, in 2019, the Supreme Co?JrrEE.ue is that the contract doesn't have to be written
. . or it to be valid. You could have a verbal contract;
approved some of the conditions imposed by the . :
o . fyou could have an implied contract. Even if you
Maharashtra law waibbjecting to the validity o , " .
. . don't have a contract that specifies working
some. So, the Supreme Court said that if you have,. . . .
onditions, you still have whatever is agreed upon

a CCTV camera in the bar, that should not \%neth the domestic worker. That's still a contract. Of

allowed because it violates the right to privacy. . N .
g P cg rse, the implied contract is violated all the time,

However, if you have some requirements arouné{l "
) o nd theconditions an rms of th ntract k
what distance should be maintaibetiveen the and theconditions and terms of the contract keep

. . shifting. However, even if you had some terms, i.e.,

customer and the dancer, that is legitimate. It'S a

. . tﬁe amount of pay, the number of days, etc. agreed
very mixed judgment. Of course, what would make L

o . .u&on then that's still a contract.

bar dancing illegal under those circumstances is the
violation of any of the conditions based on which If you actually look at some of the case law
the license was issued to the bar. Titdkewdeaof ar ound domesti c wor ker s,
imposing these conditions by the government istmtext in which paid domestic work comes up
make sure that there's less of a chance for the dbafmre the courts, is not in the context of contract
to become obscene. If you don't serve liquor, faw. You'll be surprised to find that criminal law is
instance, in the same place that the dancing is gehmg isinvoked most often. It's domestic workers
on, you supposedly avoid obsceBityeffectively, who have often been sexually abused or harassed
in trying to make sure that the dancing is rmt their employees typically by the men in the
obscene, the law makes it impossible for thenp | oy e r 6 8 whitto ressilis in @rimihal
business to carry on. cases. Sadly, as such matters reach the courts, in

‘many instanceld¢ domestic worker(s) turn hostile,
Dr. Maya John: Prabha, you've looked at paigny go the rape prosecution doesn't go ahead.
domestic work and you have connected it t0 Rgain, within noreriminal jurisprudence, we have
contract law. | was just wonaerivhether you canyhe sexual harassment at workplace law which

elaborate on this further because in real termséBB”eS to domestic workers. However, we don't
logic of existing labour law is such that domes{ic e  the infrastructure to  eresur its

workers are one of the largest segments of {ii8jementation. Similarly, there's a series of
Indian workforce which is left out of the ambit gf¢|,sions and exclusions in the new Labour Codes
labour law. There is, yes, the motibcontract, but \hen it comes to paid domestic work. Essentially,
most of the work is extracted through an unwrittga 5 very fragmented sort of legal landscape that
form of agreement between the worker and @fsis. There is then clearly an interplay ofugario
employer. Such | abour g Rgimdd réfcting Eohtifigdrft infefstanifys ©
wor ko as the home of JhouAHE Rl RUIGEs wbnFen'dldbdur. T € € 0 g N

by the majority of labour laws as a wodepl&o,
can we make very concrete links with the contrdg@helle: Could you explain Indian laws on
law? commercial surrogacy and why we have shifted to

. .__criminalizing it?
Dr. Kotiswaran: That's a very important question. g

What I've shared in my PowerPoint are the def@tKotiswaran: Let me just say that in 2005, the
legal regimes. I'm aware that several domasiitan Council for Medical Research (ICMR) had
workersd groups, uni redguitions on Budrogasythat dveranelativeely liteely e
argued for a very long time that there should b&is led to a very robust transnational market of
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medical tourism involving Indian womelabour exploitation. | prefer to think of modern
surrogates and foreign coupl&ke institutional slavery in terms of more indigenous terms, which
approach at the time though liberal was such thete come up in the Indian context, like forced
the interests of surrogates were not necesskilpur. For example, Article 23 of the Indian
protected. We know of many instances Gbnstitution has been interpreted by the Supreme
reproductive violence against these women, wificlurt to mean that if you're paid less than the
were not even fully documented. Now when th@nimum wage, itn@ounts to forced labour. I'd
Indian government began to think about regulatiiagher use the term forced labour and trafficking.
surrogacy, especially because of its transnatibnefe are extreme forms of exploitation that are
avatar, it tried to reduce who could accesspant in the Indian context. In various labour
surrogacy. So, to begin with, they prohibited rafirkets, there's absolutely no question about it.
LGBT couples from accessing it. Then, the Indidawever, | have a problentivihe use of criminal
authorities eveually took the position that therdaw in order to address extreme exploitation.
should be no commercial surrogacy and offi{erestingly, the thrust towards using a criminal
altruistic surrogacy such as where the couple landis coming from the global north because if you

the surrogate mother are related to each other. look at the origins of asttiafficking law, it came
from the Palermo Protocol whialas formulated

They issued an order through the ICMR a59 western countries to prevent labour migration

al cllnlcs. vlvere told thiy car;ndpva any rrluore into their countries. And so, atréfficking law is a
commercial surrogacy from foreign couples. Tﬁ}%ject of border control.

law subsequently drafted was ostensibly to prevent

the exploitation of women, but there is a problem [N India too, we see an obsession with a
nonetheless. The moral panic around surrogacy%Hgtinal law approach when it comes to trafficking.

has led to its prohibition, and the notibat such What this does shoring up the police power of
reproductive labour should now be performed Bif State, and I'm completely against that. I think,

an altruistic basis within the family, is breeding?#{€ad, what we should do is draw on the very rich
illegal market. The emphasis of the law on altruistd T # Sprudence under the
surrogacy has, in other words, meant that a tir§ Pr €me  Court 6s asserti ol
party can perform altruistic surrogadytha same ©xample, has beesuccessfully extended to

time, the law produces an illegal market that is MO{REGA works; the approach being that if
regulated. In such circumstances, all the offgr "1 mMum wages arenot pal
stakeholders benefit from the transactions exddgf itis forced labour. When it comes to extreme

the surrogates. So, | think that when you HaRour exploitation which is rampant in India, we
something you're not actually eliminating tAged t0 have a myfiionged approach.

practice. Instead, you're only shifting the bargainig Maya John: In a growing paradigm of
powers in a way that ensures that the women @sgulation of employemployee relations by the
control over their reproductive labour. state, we often see the state intervene in spheres of
Dr. Maya John: Do you agree with the concept O\fvork involving women, such as paid QOmestlc
modern slavery? work, most_ly when an employworker issue
escalates into a matteaf law and order.
Dr. Kotiswaran: Although the title of one ofyn Consequently, the stateo:
edited volumes refers to modern slavery, it's ns#ggorting to the criminal law framework. The Indian
term that | subscribe to because | do see itlaour laws that you supportingly spoke of are very
invented by philanthvoapitalist organizations iroften not used. Instead, state intervention is
the O6global north& t oinceehsinglygeatee towardstieedssiminatlawe f o
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and in particular, the criminalization of collectiwdich is simply to say that any special law which
struggles of labour. It appears to be part of thgplies to the sector, likke Immoral Traffic
game plan not to use the labour law paradigm favention Act, 1986 (ITPA), should be repealed.
recognizes individual Buaifybu lood htlthe @alt India eNetwoek lofoSex 6 s
Workers, especially the Durbar Mahila Sumanwaya
Dr. Kotiswaran: | completelyagree with you. ICo mmi t t e e i n Calcutt a, t
think every parliamentary session has yet anotiheif demands slightly differently. Theesk for
criminal law tabled that we have to contend wikhbour rights, and have tried to be recognized as
Indeed, we have to theorize the relationshipions. Given that many aspects of sex work are
between criminal law and all these other leflahal under the ITPA, they are however not
domains. You will find that in some very inoois  registered as unions.
places, criminal provisions are being inserted. For In one of the books that | edited, called Sex
example, in the context of surrogacy, medigabrk, which is published by Womerlitvited, if
professionals have been perturbed by the fact Yt look at the appendix, it has these drafts of laws
they could be subject to high levels gfat talk about what a unionized form of sex work
imprisonment for any crime committed under tg@uld look like. But unfortunately, because of the
Surrogacy ActMoreover, the definitions of thepush of the criminal law against sex work, sex
crimes are so broad that even lawyers are not waikers have had to fight against the aleajition
about what exactly is criminalized. We needoftthe occupation. In my work, | have concluded
protect individuals against this kind of overreachigdt a labour law regulating the conditions of sex
criminal laws. work can effectively segment the sex work industry
into the regulated segment and the unregulated
Michelle: A lot of people who engage in sex wodegment. The sector is so heterogeneous and
are fghting for legalization and decriminalizatiomomen are so divided that legalization, while
Do you think that unionization in sex work wouldroviding some positive consequences to certain
be that effective for people who engage in it? kinds of sex workers, will simultaneously
undermine the interests of other sex workers. So,
Dr. Kotiswaran: | f y ou | ook a tthis s Boenetting that needs to berpat dack on the
movement in India, it's a very strong movemeéable and discussed®ye x wor ker sé or
when you compaieto other countries around thecarefully.
wor |l d. Within the sex Thewebiearcontludedatvhes poinb t t he
National Network for Sex Workers, for example,

L T Transcribed by Niveditha Ajay
would limit itself to decriminalization as a demand,

B.A (Hons) English, First year
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To mark 75 years of freedom, WSC conducted a special interview
with the well-known historian of gender, Professor Janaki Nair
(Excerpts from the Interview)

About the interviewee: Professor Janaki Nair is a former Professor of Modern Indian
History, Centre for Historical Studies, JNU, Delhi. She was a visiting fellow at the Centre
for the Study of Culture and Society, Bangalore. She has authoredThe Booknise of

the MetroolBangalore's Twentieth foemthigh she received the New India Foundation
Book Prize. Her other wddhown publications includomen and Law in Colonial India:

A Social Histofgublished by Kali for Women, 1996), Bfiders and Millhands: Work,
Cdture and Politics in Princely (¥/838)e

Interviewer: As a noted historian of gender and There are not too many points where they
labour, how do you explain how women from the intersect. Samita Sen says that women were
subaltern masses and the labouring poor have politically active, participating in various strikes
been situated in Indian nationalism? and actions. They were interestingly not very
keen on being memiseof trade unions, which
were directly linked to nationalist partiesis
means that the kind of formal political affiliation

feminist historiography has developed. Since that trade umonst offered was not something
conventionally historians try to focus on the WOmen seitonsciously focused on, perhaps
political sphere and therefore the question of €Ven the trade unions did not focus mrking
womends participation Women Maikenig (Calguiag whergy Al dhge n -
has been a central concern. Historians would entrepreneurs were European, Bombay had a
essentiallyiew womenspeasants, workers, and  largely Indian capitalist class, despite this, there
as a part of the urban poor. Historiography of the was a stronger relationship between the trading
nationalist movement is running on two parallel movement in Bombay and the nationalist parties
tracks because we do not have too many works in Bombay. In aauntry like ours, we cannot
that discuss the role of women workers in the speak of the entire country because of the various
field of nationalism. This need not neagly examples due to regional differenéés.often
mean that women from subaltern classes did not talk largelyabout Bombay and Calcutthereas
participate in the national movement, this only in South India there were different forms of
suggests that the current historiographical politicalmobilizations in whictvomenwere an
material available to us is what historians found 5:tjve part. Particularly the Fmahmin

fit to write on. A very important woii by movement of the Madras Presidency involved
Samita Sen onomen in the jute mill industry. large numbers of subaltern and midties
However_, |ttgoes r;_ot slpotntaneously tfoc_:fs ON \women, but it did not intersect with nationalism.
women in the nationalist movement. €€ 1n Maharashtra, different political strands were
seems to be a split in the way historians have . . :

. : , . : developing such asthe nationalists,
approached this question -ofationalism, in

~ Ambedkantes Communlsts an d therlgdm

terms of womends part| pha as the }__{

movement and how they have studied Iabourlng
WOMEn. mtersect with nationalist moblllzatlon Even |f

women were a part of such movements, they did

Dr. Nair: It is a very important and necessary
guestion. Here, | must speak about how india

ionz
t

—
—
<

C

SE
\L L Re claiming Spaces & Shalttering Boundaries’

%



Page 2 2

not form a formal political organization. They mor al code and dondét dri
did not join political parties either. From the to improve gender roles. This movement was an

1920s Gandhi brought in many upmédidle interlude, such as the Quit India movement,
women into the nationalist movement, but Dalit wherein most of the senior leaders went to jail
and subaltern women cannot be ruled out. whereas the lower order leaders nzaedbili

themselves. In Bangalore, the subalterns came
out in support of the Quit India Movement.
Parallelly, many other nationalist movements
were being organized. On the very @agdhi

was breaking the salt law in Dandi, Kolar Gold

Dr. Nair: The book 6 You Ar e Ma KIflh(§GF)vprkets yergimgng out on a total
brought out by the Stree Shakti Sangathan in strike, refusing to give thumb impressions that
Hyderabad based on interviews of women who would make them look like criminals in the eyes
were part of the Telangana armed revolugionar ©f the state.

struggle between 1948 and 1951. It was well There is not a singular story that can be

acknowledged by historians from the Congress {|q even about something as momentous as the
Party that women had played an important role Quit India movement. Like in Issuru

in the movement, they participated in guerrilla (Karnataka), a small village declared its
actions alongside men. Feminists circled back to independence, though it lasted for three days and
this event and askedomen what they were  gnded in violence following the killing of two
promised for participating in the movement. The government  officials.  Peasant  women
women said that they were full of optimism when participated in this movement in large numbers.
they went and joined the revolutionary Three women were even convictedr fo
movement. The party had promised them a participating in the protest and the killings of the
transformation of not just the political officials, they were also sentenced to life
superstructure butsa their domestic life. They  jmprisonmentBut there were differences too, in
were promised a new set of gender relations. Thisthe case of Issuru, two women belonged to very
did not happen; women were further pushed gqcially higistanding families, while one Dalit
back into the domestic realm. This work is \yoman did ot get a single defence. There was
important not only because it tells us about the ;nevenness with which participation in the
participation of women in a different kiofl national movement took place, there were also

political movement, but it also promised yneven consequences depending on caste and
revolution and a complete transition in gender 555 structure.

roles. Unlike the movements in the 192Gder
Gandhi who brought women into his fold as

Interviewer: How were women and their issues
addressed in distinctive or contrastays by
the different shades of nationalism or different
political forces?

moralizing beings who would definitely protest Transcribed by Akansha Sengupta
for a liquor banbecause women have a higher B.A.P Histo#ignglish, Second year
X 5 y
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Review of Select WSC Events and Initiatives

Mainstream Feminist Approaches & Theories:

Problems and Prospects
A certificate course module conducted by Dr. Maya John

As part of its certificate course cycle, the and home. There is a gap between what we want
Womends Studies Cent r enthearyeasdevhdt is lthppeningin maetees This n 0
first certificate c ouisewedtaoidsttutiona falure. 0 Mai nstr e

Feminist Approaches and Theories, Problems,

and Prospectsé ThersesSampt e rrR)r'éJ?hr,“_h?r?gBe‘f gn to talk about_ Nancy
was conducted bPr. MayaJohn, an eminent Fraser, a feminist scholar, and theoretician who

scholar of history and gender studies. dgbuhks this argumeﬁt.aser propour.1ds that. the
diffusion of cultural attitudes associated with the
As a stakehol der  deddbnd wale &f fenirsm ¢ds dbéen a part and
movement, she shared a lot of questions angarcel of another importastcial transformation,
concerns about society from a feminist lens. Sh@e. the consolidation of a newer form of
also brought clarity to the theories associated witlgapitalism; neoliberal capitalidta n cy Fr as ¢
t he wo men 0 Shemrew &teméon to. article suggests that there has beeroptium of
the blindspots of mainstream feminiBm.John  mainstream feminism by capitalism, which is an
began the module by conceptualizing and definingmportant intervention to recognize. Dohrd
the term, feminismContemporary mainstream discussed how Fraser asserts that feminist
feminism, she said, is located within a particulae nvi si oni ng of womenéos
historical moment of capitalisibrepresents the  work independently of the state, and cannot
embodiment of discontent of more privileged or promote solutions which benefit only a small
upper classes of women. It is thus looked at as thgection of women, while the majority of women
general interests of women and their discontentcontinue to be oppressed. Theestion of
She then went on to talk about the various waveghanging the nature of the state and redistributing
of feminism.A widely held view of the second resources has not been at the forefront of the
wave of feminism (the 196@880s) is that it has issue for secondave feminism, or for that
been relatively successful in transforming certaifnatter even the newer waves of feminism.
cultural values, established societal norms, anflainstream feminism is tied down to a
attitudesHowever, the second wave of feminism recognitiosfocused genda without
simultaneously failed to transform institutions understanding the political economy. There is also
Hence, in radern times, feminist ideas have g widespread tendency in mainstream feminism to

become the nornBut on the other hand, these downplay the need for redistribution and the fight
claims and ideas have yet to be generalised acraggainst capitalism.

the board so as to liberate all sections of women.
She said that there is a gap in everyday There is a general need to bring back the
experiences, in relationshipsthet workplace, collective interest of womewhich means the

e
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needs and demands of a majority of women, i.egquality that privileged women enjoy was
women trapped in the lowest rungs of society,shattered when mamf them were pushed into
women from the working class, agrapanor the drudgery of housework during lockdowns that
women, Dalit women, women trapped in conflict prevented their domestic workers from reporting
zonesetc. Their issues and their agenda need toto work.

be .b.lought to the fprefront of our emancipatory In this way,Dr. JohnJohn brought into
politics and analytical frames. As we move down

: . : ._question the faulines informing mainstream
this social and class hierarchy, one would notice. . .
: . . . eminism. The members had manytklegaways
the intensification of oppression along the lines of

. . . from the session and had an invigorating time
class, caste, region, dtiberal feminists have g g

. . . delving into the nuances of this new age of
essentialharbored the claddind perspective. . _g g
. . feminism and the forces of change
Such mainstream feminism can be traced to the
middleclass and uppeniddleclass women who

gained access to good education and began (Report by Akansha Sengupta
landing higkpaying jobs from the mizDth B.A. Program, Second year)
century onwards. Such womenaos experiences
breed feminism of the minority, i.e., one which X,y

hardly addresses the issues of labouring women.
The feminism of the minority is locatable within
the deep contradiction between the two parallelly
existing worlds of a class of propés women
and that 6a class of propergwning women.
Notably, a woman who does not have property is
compelled to work for propertied, privileged
women who have the resources to employ the
labour of others. For instance, an umbess
woman steps out of her home for paid
employment or leisure; leaving the household
wor k for her domestic
care of. Uppeclass women have simply sought a
solution to mundane housework by subletting it
to a vulnerable labouring woman who has to
attend to her own backbraak housework. The
inequalities within women and the piecemeal
nature of solutions t
upperclass women seek are hard to miss.
Especially during the lockdown, the facade of

.
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National Education Policy 2020 and its Gendered Impact
in terms of Access, Equity and Quality

A two-day workshop conducted by Dr. Jyoti Raina,
Professor Mary E. John & Dr. Maya John

Pagez 5

The Women's Studies Centre of Jesus and Followed by Dr. Maya John's address, Dr.
Mary College organized a webinar series titled Jyoti Raina, an Associate Professor at Gargi
"New Education Policy 2020 and its Gendered College, alstook a sessioh i t | e d OEdu
Impact in terms of Access, Equity and Quality" Equdity and AccessA Critical Analysis of NEP
on 4th October 2021. The discussion highlighted 2 0 2 0 ¢ . She h ingemttenchged t e d
the shortcomings of the ambits NEP 2020 in framework of existing structural inequalities of
dealing with the issues of the marginalized class and gender, stagy from the level of
communities, especially women. These topics schoolinghasgainedfurther policy legitimacy
were first elaborated upon by Dr. Maya John, due to NEP 2020.
which was followed by a presentation by Jolynne

John who is a student researcher on the WSC . . This WanO”O\\Ned by the next session
titl ed, 0The New Educat
Research Cell.

Hi stori cal Perspective.

Dr. Maya John commenced the session by webinar was Professor Mary E. John from the
contextualizing NEP 2020 in the current socio Centre for Women's Development Studies, New
economic structure of India. There are deep Delhi, India. Mary E. John has been working in
seated inequalities that affect the accessibility ofthe f i el d s of womenaos st
education to many marginalized communities. politics for many years. The session commenced
She emphasized that NEP 2fi#€her increases with Professor Mary John emphasizing the
these inequalities instead of reducing them. NEP importance of understanding the NEP
2020 promotes the Open and Distance Learning considering its history, including but not limited
(ODL) mode. She elaborated on the numerous to the historical context of a universitye
barriers this informal mode creates for students agendas in place, and the political and social
from marginalized communities. It hinders their scenarios under which the university was
socalization and learning processes. The poor established.
exposure due to poor study material, delayed
results, poorly funded infrastructure, and partial
treatment puts them in a disadvantaged position.
Moreover, she critically examined the essence of
privatization in NP 2020. Dr. John cautioned
against the expansion of more private institutions
as they will only deepen inequalities. She also
informed that private institutes will be exempted
from fee regulation by the state under the NEP.
The disparities in the Indiameoling system are
glaring. Disadvantaged students are forced to go
to poorly funded and managed government
schools.

Professor Mary John discussed how the
history of the education system today can be
traced back to the colonial systems of education,
rather than therp-existing medieval systems that
were prevalent in ancient India. The role of
Thomas Macaulay was highlighted in establishing
a class that would diffuse Western culture to the
other Indians by establishing Indian universities
that taught in the Englishniguage. Professor
John then explained the percolation of social
reform through the establishment of universities
by the British in the 1800s. Reform was quick to
take place as two women had already graduated
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in the late 1800s, a privilege that even Briish womendés struggl es, ci vi
women did not have the opportunity to explore stage. Professor Mary John highlighted the
by then. Around this time, B.R Ambedkar was period of the 1980s when the university became
also giving a speech on Castes in India at grounds for a different kind of struggle. The
Columbia University. It was under this context Mandal Movement was a critical turning point
that Professor Mary John explained the during this periods it questioned the lack of
importance of understanding thersgetionality Indian representation in a largely westernized
between social reform, nationalism, the new university. She also explained how in the twenty
woman, the new caste subject, and the first-century nediberalism has seeped into the
establishment of universities in India. Indian education system as well as around the

Professor Mary John then explained the globe.

term ONehruviani smé and Therainodricarn with tlewenttoplanis h e
higher education system. A classpdéis began the excessive privatization of education as well as
to emerge postolonialism with the advent of  greater state interference and increased power of
independence due to the development of science, stakeholders, all of which would negate any
technology, and the social sciences. Moreover, positive impact this change would seek to bring
institutions began to be segregated into teaching about. Two questions of importance were then
and research institutionBrofessor Mary John posed by Professor Mary Jobme was what the
thentalked about the late 1970s which primarily transformed composition of the student bodies
focused on student politics and movements. A would look like in the twenfiyst century and

new model of movement called Naxalbari the second was what the political economy of
emerged which placed the struggles and higher education would look like in this context.
transformations of the system well outside the

. . Repor Kashish Emmanuel
educational system. Issues such as ilgims, r eport by Kashis anue

B.A. (Hons) Psychology, Second year

.
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An Account of the International Women’s Day March
at Jantar Mantar, Delhi

8 March, Saath March! By ML_ISkan JO_Shi
B.A. (Hons) History, First year

International Women's Day, is an annualcumstances. Their experiences articulated
event held in order to commemorate years solidarity towards women across communities and
womends struggl e and #&lso phesenteduar vertfigd ehistoricah achount tha me
in allspheres at an international level. In Februaoncluded women's ongoing struggles.

1908, thousands of female workers from garment

factories in New York went on strike and pmteStl%%iarlln t?grlr:?nr:tsff thaen?jccisc;(():ir; Kaglizrli?sian was

in support of their right to better Workingremembereol throuah  sonas  and  sincere
conditions. National Women's Day which was g g

celebrated for the firime on February 281909 condolences. Bhasin who passed away in 2021,

to mark the anniversary of these strikes, is gt?l?lcated her life to comprehending and fighting

ongoing in the USA. Thé Blarch comes from thegende~|based discrimination. Some of her songs

Russian calendar where women had stalfﬁ—:‘a were sung during the fast powerfully

protesting in the face of adversities and fooé’ light women's struggles.

shortages in the aftermath of World War |. Mass The 8 March Saath March stood as a strong
strikes from workers of all sectors demandirgninder that we are a nation still stubbornly held
better working rights, food, and an end to autocracyhe clutches of a patriarchal mindset. While it is

had started. The protests that had started on Mas$ential to develop a scientific temperament within

8" had mostly women on the frontlines as the cetgldren, it is equally important that they
protesters, marking an importantday in historyunder st and to respect e a
boundaries of intesubjective differences of caste
Although a century has passed, women are
still fighting for equal rights and recognition %nd gender.
society. Te Women's Studies Centre allowed me Future is feminist!

to witness the commemoration of International

Womends Day with a public mee%iﬁﬁ’g hel d at Jan
Mantar. Born and brought up in a family that has

always taught me to voice my opinion and fight fo

what is right, thiswase f i r st wo me INTERNATIONAL
in which | participated, instead of just witnessing i )
from a distance or receiving accounts of it from thg booms/ D “'%I’

newspaper. On the day of the protest, we wer|
joined by the Centre of Struggling Women. The
protest march continued towardantar Mantar

from Patel Chowk metro station. Several
prominent social workers and activists from
different women's associations came forward t
state socipolitical demands that can help uplift
women who belong to margimei communities

and are undprivileged from their impoverished

e
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A Brief Report of Ongoing Research at the
Women'’s Studies Centre, Jesus and Mary College

The Women's Studies Centre of Jesus anflrivastava, has been to émahe students to
Mary College, Delhi University has been workingxperience the lived realities that inform the
on three distinct research projects during theocieeconomic fabric of the society; be it in
academic year of 2622. These include projects terms of examining a particular segment of the
on 'Sanitation Workers in India: Mapping  workforce, social behaviour and dynamics of
Working Conditions, Workplace womendés work. All the pr
Discrimination and Struggles', 'Caste and research themes intend to draw attention to
Dating Behaviour', and 'Women Artisans' crucial aspects, such as the demands and issues
The research projects aim to highlight varioupertaining to sanitation workers; the mental
vivid realities of Indian society that often goframework and social attitudes about how caste
unnoticed / remain less theorized. The primedetermines the dating behaviour of university
motive of the project mentors, i.e., Dr. Mayastudents; and the so&@omomic conditions
John, Dr. Jessy Philip, and Dr. Anupamanforming the lives of women artisans in India.

Project on Sanitation Workers

This project is mentored by dMaya John.  project include Zubaida Ifshan (1st year, B.A
The prime objective of the project is to trace thgprog Elective English+French), Shreya Singh
socieeconomic  background of sanitation (1st year,B.A prog Physical Education +
workers, with special emphasis on womemistory), Anjaly Clare Sebastian (2nd year, Pol.
sanitation workers. Apart from trying to traceScience Honours), Vidhi Srivastava (1st year, B.A
whether there is a hereditary aspect to thegwog Eco & Maths), Mannat Lehal (2nd year, B.A
workers taking up sl arduous and low paying prog Psychology + Sociology), Clare (3rd year,
work, the project seeks to delineate rampartEconomics Honourshreya Nandé@nd year,
challenges faced daily by this workforce. The fiel.com Honours), Ananya (2nd year, History
work documents the low wages, contractuaHonours) Shaivie (3rd year, History Honours),
nature of work, dangerous and unhygienid/anya Chopra (1st year, B.Com Honours) and
working conditions, tendency of overwork,Sandhya Jeremiah Dung Dung (3rd year, Pol.
casteistdiscrimination in workplaces, and the Science Honours).
inadequacy of existing laws. The primary research
and analysis is inclusive of data collectio
through the means of sestiuctured interviews
with the daily wage safai karamcharis in Jesus
Mary College, the membef Safai Karamchari
Union (SKU), the Delhi Metro housekeeping ur«nw*
staff, and cleaning staff engaged by Sulal 727 L I
International. The students working under thi L\
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Project on Caste and Dating Behaviour

The project mentored by Ddessy Philip Delhi. The students working under this project

traces the impact of caste on dating attitudesnaiude Kiriti
students at Delhi University,
The research projec
highlights the position of
women through the lens o
caste. The prime objective @
the project is to study the
existing case studies on t
impact of race on dating i
the US to draw a compariso
and to analyse the findings of

attitudinal surveys on integiste marriages in IndiaEnglish  Honours), Prapti

Sarin (2nd year,

Pol. Science
Honours), Shambhavi

Mishra (2nd vyear, Pol.

Science Honours), Akshita

Pareek (3rd yearBA

Programme, Psycholegy
Sociology), Ananya Jindal
(st year, Psychology

Honours), Muskaan Babbar
(1st year, Maths Honours),
Tarini Madan (1st vyear,
(st year, B.com

The primary research and analysis pertaining ta46gours), Sneha Chakravarty (1st year, Sociology
project include collecting data through surveysnours), Muskan Joshi (1st year, History
which were congtted among 16060 students Honours) and Tanya Yadérd year, Sociology
from diverse courses offered in the University @bnours)
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Prize-winning Papers of the Annual Student Seminar on

Women'’s Lives: Negotiations, Contestations and Transformations

Date: 5" March 2022

dn GanadaA huaii
;) GZyE 2NGE n N Z aK)y k C 2 nled 3

Read in the Technical Session titledsender,
Work & Familial Life: Negotiations & the
Quest for Transformations

Fnd®ac o
WRAVOA , @Dy IOF wilt ™ n f

3 Njp BONFITNFAY Ljis aP Gt 21 YA A LIP2NRIENILEI LjgyiE roLj PN 6 w
LJE U Njiyj jt LIsIH PY Ljsg LjlILjg Njp A DANjZpASRBTEY NYKPPpHR8 §h Y BAGLjleNjrdfl 1

K DZ NjpNFpENj DS Np23NZroLj Il, NNGbfisj
P Nj® fn O HPYCE D7 3 Njk A B ARHNp

¥ 5k DA Npi23\Znljle MiPNjs g NF R k
5 Lj§jBIA DINIZGAYL B A23) D Yip A4 6 P
2 LJU PdUEs"2 (PP NjP Ay & Iy 3 LRy(EA
RSRAS Ap, LjUENjly A Y LJA BJO fiLjljip
b ZZ31 W NJINIP p J1iK 3 B0 LIR NG MY Nj3 Nj
LipZBY 2 § § Nk 33 RNjLFNNIN Ljp
b NjZ NP Ni@ Dk 2P RITLPT b R NjBNjj
PNi®hn PY f YHEBIKY f YHAERU
5108 NjlizAaZj O Tf whuB B58 (PP Njp U

P Njs RjNjfh B d ¥ @&NLJf Raedd kB NjRU
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Crafting The ‘Ideal’ Hindu Woman:
Reading Postcards of M.V. Dhurandhar

Read in the Technical Session titledsender Isheeta Sharma

Constructions in Texts, Visual & Performative MA Gender Studies,

Arts.: Contestations & Negotiations Dr. B.R. Ambedkar University, Delhi
Introduction work, as an enterprising artist within the colonial

) . bureaucracy, is significant in the ways that it
Images have never been passive objectgenrgduces and diverges from this colonial gaze
They dondt just i mbibgyyinfhffelsOifl e dmerdidydnatdihlst ¢
realltles_of a period but al_so_reproduce themideologies without any outright displa§
across time and space. This is not to say thgfagonalism. This paper asks what happens when

images carry static ideologies from one time; memper of the Orient (Dhurandhar) speaks
period to another. What thegrry within themis  oy5ut the Orient through his art? Whose

the power and freedom to be perceived, which il agination of the Orient is he reproducing?
turn shapes their many meanings. Yet oury o wev e r instead of stuod

perception of images is also deeply intertwined,s 5 static monolith, this papeoks at how his
with the socigolitical economy in which we read depiction makes visible the different ways in

them. In this paper, | study the postcard art of\yhich women were interacting with the colonial
Mahadev Vishwanath Dhurandhar as a means of ;i) sphere (Mathur 2007).

unfolding the ideologies and visuals that crafted a

ochomogenising and hegemonhe mainfeds of tHispaperdsia seki€s DO |
41) identity of Hindu women. In colonial postcard postcards painted by M.V. Dhurandhar in 1907

art, native women of India found a hyyisible  titled Coquettish Maidv8etsourced from the

space. Withithe colonial network of postcards  digital archive dPaper Jewels: Postcards from the Ra|
which were painted or photographed in India, written and organised by Omar Khan (2018).
printed in Europe, brought back to Indian Pprinted by the Lakshmi Art Printing Works in
markets, and then sent to Britathe gendered  colonial Bombay this series follows the story of a
representation of women became crucial toH| n d u coupl e and t hei
establishing the progress of modernigplanial  whopresumably belongs to a marginalised caste
India. This paper argues that the circulation ofand class. This paper critically engages with the
postcard art was one of theysthe colonial  series to examine the changing family dynamics in
forces crafted what Edward Said refers to as theolonial Bombay wherein the bodies of different

6i magined geographyod qubmed h&om® rchu@ah to d Aewi rfhtiordal® 7 7
And this imagination in itself was gendered. Salonimagination. This igiation ties in with the
Mahur 6s study i ndicat gsonalistbistdurse &f theubpastetvife a6 the W O
postcards, which produced a certain kind ofg i deal & Hi ndu WO man bei
representation of the colonised, were beingopposition to the deviant sexuality and life of the
consumed and collected by members of elite clubgarginalised caste worker.

(Mathur 2007, 116). The question of who

consumed these postcards is important .

understand how and why the postcards were Modern Art and Imperialism

created. In Saidds f or muingid, poddout PdieVited, beadbnhice Kk
aspects of O0i magined af® PaftdfhdimselaPpolidy at a timB @Hen t
people of the Orient do not define themselves.ritish hegemony was displayed through different
They are not part of the narrative Strategies WhiChormS of progress- the Change in artistic
create knowledgeabs t hem. Her e sEhbitiified Bedlohd of them (Mitter 1994, 29).
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The art school in which Dhurandhar studigat by the way they connectedlonial rulers with

J.J. School of Arts was set up by Jamsethji natives and thereby, postcards cannot be
Jijibhai, a Parsi i ndusegamatedafforn she thendaticj of dpehderi (2087, o f
the school was accepted by the East India110). Later, because consumption and collection
Company and the school was set up in 1856. Abf postcards became a worsentric activity,

this point, the aim of the school was also topostcards themselves came to be attached to

rebuildinda 6s manufacturi ngfesimpydhilintires et Melgt @ 3
1994, 31). In 1864, however, the Bombay school, o | | ect i n g6 (Mathur 2007

like other schools, was brought under the wing Ofsignificance changed, eventually leading to a
public instruction set up in the presidencies. This.oq,,ction in their circulation.

paved the way for these art schools to impart

European taste (Mittel994, 32). By the 1890s In their study of postcards as multimodal
there was another shift marked by the debatesthnographic tools, Gugganig and Schor, point
between fine vs applied art. The former imbibingtoward the shift in academic interest towards
European tradition while the latter is seen aspost car ds. Wh a t was 0noc
Indian decorative art. This is also the period whertulture and unreliable sources came to be objects
there were more expectations on thdets to  of interest in a postmodern context (2020, 691).

buy their art supply and an earlier benevolentrhjs shift in everyday objects garnering critical
attitude towards recruiting artisans faded as morgcademic attentiois crucially marked by the

and more elite boys joined these academiegygies of Indian calendar art (Uberoi 1990; Jain

through examinations (Mitter 1994, 55). It is in 5007). calendar art, mentions Uberoi, was not in
this context that Dhurandhar, belonging to the_its origin apopulaiorm but a hybrid one created

Parthe Pabhu caste, becomes a big name at Sigy, gyitish patrons and anglicised Indian elites

J.J. School  of ArtsN. However, —even .as(1990 43). This meant thebae level there wa
Dhurandhar os profesmonaé w.a.s

our ne. : t. e

) . . wd £t MmiYs @t%ion'd €&t
the imperial policies on art, another context . L

. : . . aristocracy and at another level domestication of
important to his work is that of emerging

nationalism, even as he consciously se@arataforeign medi_um(ybgroi 199.0'.43) which created
hi mself from national. r%vywa}ss&)flwwfihisagoQ._A S”ES'WLP?“%C&WS rd
symbolised not just the colonial gaze but also, ir? served in postcard art createddeculation

a way, the nationalist gaze. Specifically, the ideé{\gthin elite circuits. _Dhurand_har as an _artis_t was
of womanhood that were shaping and beinghlmself embedded in this elite salon circuit that

shaped by the push and pull between colonial anfpcussed on western aesthetics and techniques

Wi
a

nationdist masculinity. while painting O6exoticd
These new visuals were central in creating
Reading Postcards whatEdvar d Sai d calls the

My focus on pdthamdrig n gfnIndia.5 Greated for a specific gaze, these
relevant due to the colonial network in which Postcards then highlight difference as well as
postcard print capitalism established itself intransformation- brought about by the more
India. They were symbols of colonial modemity® ¢! Vi I i zed6. This specif
and progress, of circulation and communication 0 Puilding the identity afot the Orient but the
The ease with which they were circulated fromOccident, as Said emphasizes.
one plae to another (often produced in one place,
marketed in another and finally, consumed in
another) gave postcards a distinct form. As Dhurandhar ds narratiyv
Mathur points out in her work, colonial postcardstitled Coquettish Maid Servant marks a shift in

revealed a complex sexual and political economphis imagination. For one, these postcards were

Reading Femininity: Crafting Binaries
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printed in Bombay instead Germany (where t ransl|l ating into O6young
most of Dhurandhar s pfoisfttcha rcdasr dweirse tpirtilnede dg p d
a local manufacturer, that is, Lakshmi Art Printingt o 6t he wr ath of t he w

Press owned by Dadasaheb Phalke. The publisheliscourse there was a development of the
of the postcards is important because, as Rianndevi/dasi dichotomy whicis conveyed through
Siebenga mentions in her work, there was dhese titles. Here upper caste, upfass women
oskirmisho bet ween t hezameBhe iembiodintent oh thedtrue hatianaligt
manufacturers in the kind of narrative they spirit- of spiritual and cultural strength (Channa
created through the postcards that they published?013). It is to this strength to which the fifth card
Indian manufacturers focussed on displaying thespeaks. The devi who nurtures @liao destruct.
individuality of native Indians allowing them to This devi/dasi binary, Channa points out, did not
show Indians as capaldé selfrule (Siebenga just arise from reflections on the traditions of
2017). Second, by creating a narrative through thiédia but was impacted by Victorian norms
postcard art Dhur andh dGhagnpa 2013,r5®&). White she Brigsiv créated am g
created not just for the colonial audience but forimage of Indian women in need of saviours,
an amorphous mass Indian audience who wouldationabt masculinity crafted narratives of Indian

later become the consumers, as TapataGuhwomends spiritual super.i
Thakurta suggests, of the radio or Hindi cinemathe strength of native masculinity. However, there
(1991, 92). were always women who did not fit into these

straitjackets. Those who did not qualify to be a

The story in the 10 series of postcard artpart of the ideainagery of womanhood, suggests
goes like this: A midetdass man meets his Uberoi, were either appropriated within a
domestic worker and is allured by her coypourgeois mould or exoticised/eroticised (1990,
sexuality. The imagery of the postcards can b@4), a process at work in the erotic framing of the
studiedt hr ough Rol and Bar gddmesticOvorkehi® thig serkef This 8eparadioh is
symbolic messages within images (1977). Thalso exemplified by Sumantad8anj e e 8s wo r
amalgamation of western and Indian aestheticsishe mar gi nal i sation of w
di splayed through t h ecolofi@ Befigalin RetastihgWofen (Sandari ahds
wearing a waistcoat and a coat over his kurta angaid 1990). Banerjee points to the shifts in the
dhoti. In the third and fourthostcards, we see attitudes of bhadralok men towards a popular
his tiny tuft of hair tied at the back of his head culture of marginalised caste women artistes and
pointing toward his high caste/Brahmin status. the rise of the bhadramahila in opposition to these
He is the image of anan progressing towards g ot her & wWo men as cCruci
colonial modernity. At the same time, he is also dramework. In the postcards’ this Separation
man giving into forbidden desire, a symifol pet ween t he upper cast e
corrupted purity. The man and woman fltands er vant 8 i s made evident
seduce each other but his wife catches thenjife is dismissing thenaid. She occupies a
because of the white hand prints on his coat. Theyosition of authority sitting on the sofa chair with
wife is holding a basket of flowers and wasconfidence. She knows she is in pewes devi
perhaps on her way back from a temple (one obf the house. In contrast, her demeanour in card
the socially approvedpaces an uppefass nine is that of a sad wife, disappointed in her
woman could venture to on her own). The titles husband but awaiting his apologyth® husband
of the different cards are important in the and wife reconcile the only solution to his
linguistic messages they convey. Written innfidelity, masked as a comical ending to the
English, Gujarati, and Hindi they remind us thatseries, is the employment of a -ttueatening

these postcards are meant for national masgasi, whose body cannot fit into the imagination
circuld i on. The first C adftble ertie. a d s 6t arun dasi 0
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Conclusion

Just like images are never just imagesy
postcards were never just postcards. As flimsy and
dainty as these pieces of paper were, they
embodied diverse modalities of power. They were
symbols of modern colonial progress while also
being representations of enging national 1
identity. Themages used on postcards created an
0i magined geographyo
the colony- setting in motion a transnational g
cultural exchange that would only intensify in the
years to come. Through this series, howesxer
see a new O0i magined
the nationalist discourse, circulating ideas not jusg
for the colonial gaze but for the people of the
nation. This cultural exchange of postcards plays
a vital role in examining the visual culture that
crafted subjectivities within a colonial hierarchy ofy
gendered power structures. My focus on a singular
postcard series by M.V. Dhurandhar was an'ﬂ
attempt at critically investigating these
subjectivities and their representations that
continue to evolve anchpact the contemporary
politics of gender and caste. To end with the
Patricia Uberoi quote | begin with, colonial
postcard art helps us interrogate a visual power
structure t hat

f oPart. HilhagdNang.R-3% | i

T Mitter,
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Sexual Harassment at the Workplace and
Privatized Redressal Mechanisms: Justice Denied

Read in the Technical Session titled Violence, Mudita Singh Kushwaha
Di splacement & Exclusion: Womends Cont esN.A.tPoleigasScience,
& Negotiations with Institutions & State Policy University of Delhi

Globally, about two billion of the the informal economy comprise one of the most
population aged 15 years and above work in theulnerable groups in the labour force in the
informal sector of the world economy, country. Unlike women in the higher rung, most
representing 61. 2 p e of ovbamt aspire fo bedommes econorically-sélfs
employment figures. In India, a higher percentagelependent, most women in the informal
of women workers are in informal employment a workforce are forced to work as a matter of
compared to men, as per assessments of sever@mpulsion rather than will to facilitate the sheer
feminist economists, with some even pointing tosurvival of themselves and their families. As a site
a recent trend of growing unemployment amongof workplace where the statel the law refuse to
women (Indrani Majumdar). It is a known fact intervene and regulate, it serves as a breeding
that the bulk of those trapped in informal modes ground for not only oppression and exploitation,
of employment compm@s the unorganised but also added vulnerability for sexual
section of |l ndi ads w baragsient. idigend woikplages tika tofpgrate t h
informal sector includes a very large proportion ofmedia houses, banking sector, etc where generally
women, who are employed as domestic workersyomen from the bettaff sections in the society
agricultural workers, construction workers, piece seek and find employment, have come to make
rate factory workers, street vendors, ahdret  space for a mechanism of redressal against sexual
With a large chunk of the female labour force harassment, formalising the Vishakha guidelines
being unorgani sed, t heand thes Serual darassnimstthec Warkplace y 6 s
on sexual harassment at the workplace and the{Prevenbn, Prohitlition and Redressalct of
implementation is a hotly debated one, and2013.
represents an issue that demands a deeper : .

P . . . P According to the Act of 2013, and earlier
analysis. For my tical engagement with the 2013 :
. .according t o t he Supr et
law, | have drawn on fieldwork among safai _ . .
. . Guidelines, all places of work should form a
karamchari workers. | would like to acknowledge : . N .
L . . ~. mechanism of internal inquiry for complaints of
the contributions of the activists associated with : :
sexual harassment in the form siinding

Safai Karamchari Union (SKU) in assisting m . :
( ) g y(cﬂommlttees. Workplaces in the formal sector

assessment of everyday harassment an . .
.Mmust constitute an Internal Complaints

discrimination faced by the women safai . : .
. . . . Committee (ICCnow known as I§snvolving
karamcharis, and their tenuous interface with the .
. . representatives of the employers/management
redressal mechanism that exists in some of their .
among others. Understandably, since the
workplaces. . . :
workplace in the informal sector qoises less
The informal work sector is an arena than 10 workers at the workplace, the blind spot
brimming with unchecked and unregulated-over has sought to be addressed by assigning the
exploitation and vulnaloility of the working  district administration the task of constituting and
masses. Hailing from socially and economicallynaintaining a Local Complaints Committee

underprivileged background®men workers in ~ (LCC) for inquiry in cases against sexual
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harassment imfiormal workplaces, and for cases brute and the harsh reality of their survival in a
where an employer himself is the accused. Obociety that has increasingly come to excuse the
cour se, i ndi vidual sthatel af its eesponsitiiliyy for upholdirey nights
organizations have shown that LCCs arerarelpf t he wor ki ng masses. i
constituted, and knowledge about them is hardlyderegulation and nentervention in workplace
available in the public domain relations and issues have been most intensely felt
by those trapped in lower segment jobs and who
As putf ort h by t he br%agerppW?menggs J .
: : o thereby constitute the more vulnerable section of
movement, the intent behind constituting ICs lay . . .
. . .}he working population; of which needless to say,
in the need to foster and create space for civi
.the average womamvorker and employee

proceedings wherein sexual harassment is . .
. . ._._.constitute the more vulnerable section. Further,
perceived as a transgression of human right

rather than a criminal offence given a droa e deregulation paradigm, the weakening of the

: . . owers of the labour inspectorate and the push
history of criminal proceedings proven to haveIO P P

. . : towards selertificatbn by employers of their
been heavily biased against women. It thus . .

i .__compliance with statutory labour lavgends
strengthened the process of committee formation

within institutions where the task of instituting the which stand to be strengthened by the new labour
. codesd mean that women workers employed
committee was devolved to the

. through informal means likeekedadie through
employers/management leadintheoemergence middlemen), and on a daily wage basifniir
of the employer as a qussite in the realm of " .
workplace relations. Thus, what is often perceiveorlj e pushed into precarity.
as the victory of the br Ondehiaebly, wowrgn desegulatonr eofne n
in the legalising of such committees is somethingmployerd employee work relations, warrants
deeply problematic and deserves scrutiny. and fosters the probability of sexual harassment
. ) to persist and greater impunity. Burial of instances
The inherent problem with the IC system ¢ <oy ,a) harassment is particulsmgpoth and
becgmes quite apparent spemﬂcal!y whgn W%asy as the majority of workplaces viz factories,
begin to observe the larger sS@@ONOMIC  .,hqinction sites, hospitals, offices, educational
backdrop of its coming into being and getting j,qyittions, farmlands, etc usually have no
msjut.utlonallsgd as a redrgssgl mechanismy, o hanism for redressal in place through which
Strikingly, th!S piece of Ie_zgls_latlond Hae.en grievances of sexual harassment can be taken up,
debated, deliberated and instituted during theacjudicated and settled in the best interest of

historical conjuncture when the Indian State has{/vomen employees. Indeed, when crucial labour
been increasingly withdrawing itself from its rolerightS such as that of min’imum wages, timely

of regulating and intervening between the jioprcal of wages, access to leavelrest, etc. are

employeemployee relations and regulation of routinely denied in a large number of workplaces,

work conditios, thus paving the way for even particularly in # informal sector, then the
more insecure work contracts and work ambienc%ossibility of a separate formal redressal of

(John 2014). women workers® compl aint

The specificity of the added struggles, @c"Y SMerges.

plight, exploitation and harassment of female The Act, though itself a terrain of contested
workers in the informal sector remainsaseldombvi ct oryd for the right
theorised and broadly maajised domain in the does not apply equallp &ll sections of the
mainstream feminist discourse. The past two yeansorking population. The Act itself tacitly

of the COVID-19 pandemic have laid bare the recognises the fact that in workplaces where an IC

L
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cannot be formed (which comprise a majority ofcampuses in Delhilike that of Ambedkar

the workplaces in India), the district University Delhi (AUD) and Indira Gandhi Delhi
administration would be liable to create an LCC.Technological University for Women (IGDTUW)
Regadless to mention, for victims of sexual against rampant stances of harassment,
harassment in such workplaces, seeking redressasteism, forceful termination, etc would be
or justice from the district administration is as enough to elucidate what is being precisely argued
tedious and despairing as getting/seeking justickere. The female sanitation staff, working in
from the criminal justice system. Thus, the so spaces of overt dependence on supervisors and
called victory of #amainstream feminists in their University authorities, etc. especially Vel
demand for the institutionalisation of internal On & contract basis, can seldom dare to speak
complaints committee formation as the redressafgainst any such rampant instance of
mechanism against sexual harassment dliscrimination/injustice, let alone tabooed,
workplace, has not dared to penetrate theStigmatised and multiglisadvantaging instances
threshold of the common informal sector ©f sexual harassment. Often the complicity in

workplee and largely continues to remain casteist and sexist bebavion the part of people
(though problematic) prerogative of the Cconstituting ICs and their lack of communication

workplaces of the privileged few. Take for VIS @ vis the —contractual staff in
example the case of employment of womencolleges/universities is a clear expression of a tacit

agricultural labourers in the village farmlands by>uPmission of the handicap of such committees.

the landlords, majority of whom employ women Quite evidently then, mainstream feminists
from the most backward castes and class, iReem to have gazed at the workplace comprising
rampant cases of sexual harassment, rape angomen workers from a very upplass lens,
gangrape on the fi el dgnhereinthe hatule of thé majbrity®f wavkplackse I ¢
wor kplace and the emplhaxermns®nt pe¢ietsuimedr t bobyg,
of state regulation and intervention), even if theloving and justiefstering nature' and the work
mechanism of estalbiisg an IC was practicable, relations, mat&l conditions and reality which go
would it be fair to devolve the task of into shaping the subordinated and overtly
investigation, adjudication and redressal to the x pl oi t ati ve nature of t
(often guilty) employers and his henchmen? Is itvorkplaces especially in the lower segment jobs,
not akin to making the accused, the judge, the jurhas been conveniently and to an extent
and the executioner in his own case? deliberately, overlooked. What h&s éeen
. _ facilitated, is the wundesired and unhelping

What needs to be especially notgd 'S t_hatsegregation of gendw®iated concerns from
even in the formal sector workplaces, InCIuO.Imglabour issues and the concomitant development
govgrn_ment ofﬂcgs, & plethora of works like of economism within trade union politics (John
samtaﬂo_n, securl.ty, ete. aqmtsourced .to_ . 2014). The mainstream feminists have presumed
contracting agenues: Ther(.a. is Fhen a S|gn|f|car{t hat f e madnermscanrbé fairlysased
measure of informality prilingin the more and addressed without the prior need for their
formal sector as welOverall, work such as strong unionisation and empowerment in terms

sanitation, security, caregiving, housekeeping, etgf other working rights which can only be ensured
is being undertaken on a largely contractual bas'g the Stateds regulatio

wher e t he wor k eras dhe acgess t o rights

workplaceand rights against exploitatiaiseno The devolution of investigation and

more than an optical illusion. A glance at theadpdication of cases of sexual harassment to the
sanitation wor kersd s tdomaig @fl the private wraplayessuvgthinuthei v e

L
Folwl >
JIO\)(\b( L ‘Reclaiming Spaces & Shattering Boundaries’

P



Page 4 O

institutions falls into place with the larger schemdramework in terms of its unsuitability for certain kinds

of deregulation by the State.
challenging the employemployee relationship,
mainstream feminists ieaonly, to say it most
clearl vy, created an
workplace for women like themselves in-bigh

Instead of concrete warkgs$, and the limitations of the criminal
justice system, go to strengthen and reproduce cast
and gender inequalitisscomplicity can be seen

e tdhé stemeingofrbm the maiAsaearm femigistsd 0 ,
own

inherent class interest which remains

jobs, leaving the (concerns of) rest of the womerpblivious tothe predicament of the majority of
folk unaccounted, uncompensated and vulnerabléhe labouring masses in the country. Therein lies

mani f ol d.
Feminists from uppealass and uppeniddle

| t Oeshow thetsamee she faultithe ahdPtheri® lfes the probability and a
challenge for the feminist movement to search for

class sections who seem to be avowed votaries @few horizons to build on a real sisterhood of
ICs and LCCs against sexual harassment at th@omen vis a vis the @italist state and the socio

workplace, are quite uncritically and complicitlyeconomically gendered reality of the workplace.
silent on the redressal mechanism against sexuphe contestation of sexual harassment at the
hamssment of women at workplace who areygrkplace and the gaining of the right to safe

employed as their own house help.

workplaces for the majority of women ultimately

The 1990s was a period that witnessed thdequires the condition prevailing ie thformal

phase of the Stateds
role of regulating employemployee relations
and overseeing the nature of the worktace
the vantage point of
This period witnessed the opportunism of
mainstream feminists where instead of
chall enging
attack on rights at workplace, feminists exhibited

s 8ok t ke diselftransfgrmedn g r awal fr

t h espons®red t ﬁ‘?(? dwa P’ p’ggeasthea.
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Timeline: WSC in Solidarity

The WSC, JMC took to its social media platiorms to extend political commitment to matters of

national and international importance by issuing solidarity statements throughout the year.

Women's Studies Centre
Solidarity Statements

2021-2022

w
4‘») cloder %/7/

On 1st June On 9th July On 19th August On 25th On 8th

2021, WSC 2021, WSC 2021, WSC stood November January
ialeased & released a in unconditional 2021, WSC 2022, WSC
statementin statement solidarity with released a reledsed a
solidarity with opposing the the women, statement in statement
the Palestinian Cinematograph children and support of demanding
people and (Amendment) people of the strict action
condemned Bill. Afghanistan who International against

the horrific are grappling Day for individuals
violence with Elimination responsible
inflicted on manifestations of Violence for the

them by of both Western Against creation and
Israel's Imperialism and Women. maintenance
imperialist Fundamentalism. of the "Bulli
expansion Bai Deals"
project. app.

| CINEMATOGRAPH
(AMENDMENT)

Afghanistan Crisis."

ternational Day
For
Elimination
of Violence
Against Women

Women's Studies Centre
Jesws and Mary College




Women's Studies Centre
Solidarity Statements

2021-2022

On 28th
January 2022,
WSC
condemned
the acquittal
of the former
bishop of
Jalandhar in
the Kerala nun
rape case.

STATEMENT

About a month ago, at least two PU
colleges in Karnataka barred students
from entering the clagsroom for
wearing the hijab. Since then, several
more colleges in Karnataka have done
the same.

TW: Islamophobia

—

ra
On 28th
January 2022,
WSC released a
statement in
support of
women who
were restricted
from attending
classes while
wearing Hijabs.

On 17th May
2022, WSC
released a
statement in
solidarity
with the
International
Day Against
Homophobia,
Transphobia
and
Biphobia.

On 18th May
2022, WSC
released a
statement
hoping to
reveal the dire
situation of
women workers

in light of the
fire in a
building in

Mundka, Delhi
which resulted
in the death of
27 people.
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By Aditi Pandey,
B.A.P. Engligfrench, First year
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By Tanushha Rathore,
B.A. (Honours) Psychology, 2nd year

YitoNeWOR,®If b 30y oKLl BIFQNFON d ©
C¥t 3p YOBFMYR YO&N 3 U LM FoNuM Y11 3
3 0 Y el BIFQNON d ©
YO&ZN 3 U MBI PN Y dlfy®Y,AY2 YO 7
dt ZNNEf¥p! 1, ©
| ¥t €MYCf,0 [ & IVt BNIFN
ZOPEAEZNZ €dlog 6 aB)AN o
t Bt EOENY & Q€
k3IkpPpaEd Na zeWd Vgkea ¥ MK
k NEa3idoy ENb p
b pd & feCh €t INAigeR YINE
Ft3 2 ® Obbifed,F N d. fkPttof @D p
LloFeBe ¥t ¥POD p g fEtCako0vYyN3
bl NVWHRE IDF N dk@¥v Osu,g
LI Byaft YO NEP O
Y3ICYCNE N B LloGa dIORONR 3
eEMI NoU&Ep & YV
YICYCNFNNGU z e X .,y
EMN 2Yeuf YY Y & V2 [Aditi Pandey and TanuRhti#ore secured the first
dk € beNOblpE K d and second position, respectively, in the Poetry
F 1 8apVE Y NYR Competition conducted by the Centre on 7th Marcl

2022 as part of its A
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Tejaswi,
B.A. (Hons) HindidYear
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Artwork by Pratishtha Jindal
BA Programme (HidEmiglish),
2"Year




Where is my hue?
By- Srishti Gupta
BA(Hons) Political Sciendtedt

| sit and let my anguish dew,
Let the unpleasant memories brew.
Beginning first with how | grew
In a world of pink antlue.
And | experience nothing new
Just an agitating, suppressed query,
What exactly is my hue?

Leave this cooking to your sister,

They say you could choose your gender
Well, | don't want one; maybe it's not fun.

Yet, in this world of morality undue
Of black and white, and pink and blue,
I look up at the rainbow with its
Red, orange, yellow, green, violet and Two
shades of blué embrace it whole,
Yet lament the same doubt over all Where

Foronedgyoudve got to be a mieadleismyhue?
These mundane tasks, let her learn; What use is the spectrum really
You should go outside and earn. To someone prdestined
In the real vabnive bifurcated labour. To be norconforming perpetually
Often I did find my crewand | would X,y

Stick to them like paper to glue.
Yet distances invariably always grew

Every time they would ask me,

O0Whi ch gender

exact

Having hair, short hair, long hair, body hair
Breasts to hide, and chests to bare
Were kept separate then. Remind me,
How are fragrances marketed again?
Bindis, bangles, makeup and danglers
Cologne, tattoos, jeans and a beard,
| like them all, but it's probably weird

Given that we Hfugcated fashion.

| don't like gender. | don't see gender.
| can't understand gender. | don't feel gender.

Men don't cry; toughen up, dude! .
And ladysmile some more; wow, so rude.
Try to make a good first impression for Artwork by Anuriti Bahl
Somehow, we even bifurtiated emo B.A. (Hons$ociology, 2nd year
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Ofsilence’s Tale
By- Pratishtha Jindal
BA(Programme) Endfistory

Ofsilence is calm,
Ofsilence is grey,
Ofsilence is in pain.

This gutwrenching pain
that lives inside hir
(Maybe it is her)
encompassing this shell
Ofsilence.

It is writhing inside of her
as if she is in her mother's
womb agaidkicking,
lashing,
wanting to get out,
wanting to be born.

Ofsilence is caln
but beneath its fragile surface
of iced
there she is
with a screarthat lives inside
her, echoing in every cell of
her body.

Ofsilence is calm,
Ofsilence is grey,
Ofsilence is in pain.
This gutwrenching pain

that lives inside hir
(Maybe it is her)
encompassing this shell
Ofsilence.

The name of the protagonist is inspired by Margaret Atwiodds
Ketterer observess not her real onéLike all Handmaids, her real name has been erased in favour of {
'Of plus the first name, possiblpadyviated, of her Commander." Here, her name signifies that her identity
to the male Commander. In my poem, the protagonist has lost her identity to silence as she grows up if
society. The reasons for this silence can be diverse@andde pendent
showcases a journey undertaken by a woman to find their own diverse identity while breaking fre
oppression and norms, especially in our heteronormative society. She tries to give weatsngni e
unexplored blank space where her rignee identity, should be.

It is writhing inside of her
as if she is in her mother's
womb agaid
kicking,
lashing,
wanting to get out,
wanting to be born.

Ofsilence is calin
but beneath its fragile surface
of iced
there she is
with a scream that lives inside
her, echoing in every cell of
her body.

It creates a thunderstorm
with lightening but the
downpour of this storm is
alsoconcealed, unexisting
above the calm,
hidden in the
darkness of her roa@n
with no eyes,
not even her own.

She is blind to her own
name
Is this emotion
what they call shame?

Sitting at this tabde
her eyes trace faces.
Faces of her people,

Poem Reference and Descriptiod

their daughtéher:
an intruder.
Within hed
the human:
silenced.

Suffocating in her grave
beneath the thin layer of ice.
Frigid because of the reality,
not the cold ligdbuttruths.

She is Ofsilence
but she is alsd
Ofscreams
Ofme.

Artwork by Pratishtha Jindal
BA(Programme) Englistory/nd Year

H a n d.rm#reds Game, s Dad

upon the r
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DU @ 100: Gendering the Discourse on its Centenary

Ananya Atrishya and Muskan Joshi
B.A.(Hons) History, First Year

Education plays @ucial role in the holisticcommemorated. However, the moment calls for
development of a country. Though labelled asthe f | ect i on, and the chan
panacea for social mobility and equality and asettiice and functioning demand closer scrutiny.

only hope for the subjugated, it is also a factor that During its early stage, the University failed to

reproduces social stratification. The Iattertendeg&yaCt undergraduate or E}ostgradmitﬁjents

Zi? be trac;zd ltb n 3 hf act tha tk _f}or[ﬁ gtﬁerapgrtss of Pﬁ(ﬁal.%p na Balu inthér essay,
ifferent schools and that many never make itstor . '« "Eo i, ndation and Ear

the hallowed realms of formal universigni versity, o savys 5The

education. : : :
receive any substantial measure of public

From every nook and corner of the countrgpnfidence because of competition and rivalry
lakhs of individuals come to Delhi every yearbgtween the dieges and because of internal strife
search of quality educatiand/or employment. and f acti onalism in uni ve
With dreams in their minds and fire withinto prove  cgnstant changes and political movements

themselves, scores of youths aspire for a seat iB#h§ss the subcontinent impacted the University
countryodos renowned cedydcd. 8tlidents Werd ifsfruttedt hofeSso ih doke
University (DU). Atthe end of the day, only a sm@lljeges than others, not to get involved in political
percentage become parsuoth prestigious public 4ctjvities as the British government threatened to
funded universities. Getting in has increasingiyhnold furding to the University. But still, a
become a paradigm of success; eluding the factfBalsal of histories traced by DU colleges on their
publicfunded universities are part of a long histq¢psites reveals that Indian revolutionaries like
of exclusion. Within these dynamics, how do W, s ndr ashekar Azad wer e [
reflect on DU, especially axommemorates itSphostels, that both women and men students
centenary? We use the occasion to criticgliyticipated in the Chariddhowk protests which
introspect on its journey through a gender and clggge part of the Ne€ooperation movemergnd
prism; thereby tracing histories of the Universiat during the Civil Disobedience movement in
and facets of its functioning that are often lgsg 1930s, national flags were being unfurled across
spoken of. some of DU®6s colleges. L
DU in the Colonial Era and Quit India movement, students of Hin@ollege .
. and IP College for Women orchestrated a march in
Initial Decades Post-Independence »
opposition to the arrest of Congress leaders.
The capital city, Delhi, was an importaMhough less in number, women showed solidarity
centre of learning in the late colonial period. Aftgrd participated in the march by jumping over the
Delhi was converted into the new imperial capit@hlls of the university with the help of the students
it was not long before a university was establisbefd St . Stephends Coll ege
in the city. Establed in 1922 as a unitaryslogans. This led to the government cancelling
teaching, and residential university by the Act ofiieeat permits of the three colleges IP, Hindu, and
Central Legislative Assembly, Delhi UniversBRCC. Following all these initiatives, several
became a premier university in the country. Asstifdents joined the AISF to participate more
2022, the University has completed 100 years. tiéaningfully in #hnational movement. While the
with much jubilance thatsicentenary is beindDU campus proved to be a vibrant political space

e
LoYeal>
JIO\)C\b( L ‘Reclaiming Spaces & Shattering Boundaries’

P



Page5 l

of nationalism, it is worth noting the limitechen the primary responsibility for income
number of colleges that existed, and their hegeperation and domestic labour to women.
concentration in North Delhi. The University was

. . L A close examination of gender and education
an exclusive educational spagdech in terms of . . .
. : . in theTowards Equality Reponimissioad by the
prevailing gender and class inequalities meéa\nt

o . vernment of India in 1974 revealed that
limited access for women and the poor, particular ~ .
. . womends | iteracy and ent
for women from lower sections of society. This . . . .
. were driven by an ulterior motive, i.e., the
persisted well past Independence. Notably then, a

1968Hindustan Timrieport revealed thit the said perspective that formal education - improved
year the seats for women would fall short by O%?spects of marriage. Since education could add to
a gi r ¢tidesess aas & mpraspective spouse,

1000 (Singh 2021). marriage became one of the strongest social

Though the first two decades aftgrust i fi cations for a gir

independence boasted of educational facilitieshis in no manner promised higher literacy rates for
Delhi, it couldn't be considered a success storyasien across class and caste lines. It was mostly
many girls still did not have asaesschooling and middlelasswomen whbse enrolment increased
by default could not enter higher education. T$teadily in higher secondary and college education
gender gap in access to education and retentioinooh the 1970s. Since the relationship between
female students across educational levels remamsgdage prospects and education operates in
low, with some parts of Delhi reporting a dism@mplex ways, shaped by class status, the education
30% female literacy (Government afidn 1981). of girls also triggered demands fghar dowries.
The concept of gender equality was still taboo &uhlicated daughters propelled the search for
for many female scholars a dream that provetlegrooms with still higher educational
difficult to sustain. Despite the policy recognitigualifications, who demanded higher dowries. Such
of the importance of female education, the plannemsssures amounted to a disincentive for educating
and the Delhi government failed to promotgrls, resulting in many parents withdrawing their
substantial gender equity in education. One cdelta | e war dsd names from s
easily observe the widening gap between maleleral; more so in rural areas and the case of lower
female literacy as one moved up the age groupeations of society.
10 years and above (Singh 2021).

Breaking Down the Female Experience in DU

Delhi University had a similar story to I ‘ he middle cl
portray. Withabmhd M@nds mgﬁr%agaée Se Viomen Irom the middle class

colleges in existence between 1947 and lgﬁwdamore privilegéd caste groups entered thex high

disparity in the enrolment figures for men alggucatlonal institutions, propelling the need for

women was systemic. Certain patriarchal ger?(%?am restructuring of the universities like DU.

norms synced with the shortage of educatio-quF shift toceeducationastitutions was one such

infrastructure for women. The patrifocal ideoI08$V8|Opmentr'] Ahmor(:] dlscer(r;lna_ eye wc;uld 0:]
of sons being the caretaker of the family whiig4rs® catch the chequere Istory ot suc

daughters being removed from their natal farﬁf@ns't'ons

physically and economically after marriage played a St. Stephen's College, which was one of the
pivotal role in curbing the investment of familiesearliest colleges established in Delhi, waswaerall

the higher education of their women membeiigstitute up until the 1970s. The United Nations
Another facto behind higher male enrolment was a d decl ar ed 1975 t he
the gendebased division of labour which assigngdo men® and the Uni on Mi

A
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decided that at he mends c ol | Afgerersceining anDolerwhetming cesponse from
become ceducational. Wpmemd&8s of cot hegesol | eges,
meanwhile were to remain sirgg® institutions. like Miranda House, I.P., and Daulat Ram College,
Although a lucky happenstance, it brought withailent was made. Flummoxed and corrmsréae

loads of problems for the newly admitted femaleerwhelming anger of women students, the
student s. St . Sed & psexstradttwritiels deolayed pgeace. Hhe boys involved were
tradition, typified in a culture of freely circulatimdentified but sadly never punished. Though this
sexist remarks, chick charts, hen charts, outrijlt e s n 6t a p p-ending stlaighkoait ofea h a |
gender discrimination embodied in uneqdalrytale, it was enough to pave the way for the
distribution of college infrastructure like hostetiemse of some of the most misogynistic practices
etc. Implicated in such sexism were not tré within the college campus. The misogyny, of
male students but often the authorities tomourse, did not die out completely, as evident in the

Desperate attempts (which were futile) were mtde x i ¢ response in the 0S
to turn the <clock baskorotnl yt haef tétra kMeaoyvae rJoo haf
Stephends by women. Society el¢ions in 2005, becoming the first

Saba Dewan, an alumna of this instit#e© man President of the c
wrote to expose twee PELAI ST eNGhY gdepnliarped t
circulated and promoted during her time incolleBe2 ¢ kK t o the ki tchen wher ¢
The practice enlthitheidckrsgc“)(ta)i(ilr}rgltrr]we

Il based their phvsical attribut Thi arat.)StSOrHent of D
college pased on elr pnysical attriputes. arl]? staff, and the marked Strugg|es Hg_airare

generated excitement and controversy among male her fd aget o t the . LSJ N it \

. t
peers and was consi Ej € the gntre(r)}c%eod,%henomen?gn%f'sexdafhara\{\ésment

as a o harmless ° .b 0y O0s ha% raf?e&édttﬁe Ofenmalé o%l}latiorﬁ' aofj 5u n he
so special. Even the college administration Seemﬁﬁimerable ways. From being touched

to think so and therefore allowed such lists to !Be .
_inappropriately by male professors, and stalked and

displayed on its official notice board. Complalrcl)tgled by rale peers to being assaulted or living in
fell on deaf ears, but as all bad things morst tm

d. this did t india_in 1984 f fear of being molested while walking the streets of
an end, . 'S did1oo. , ndia in ) ac%ﬁe campus or while attending DU festivals, women
catastrophic communal violence which shook t & . . )

in I l#] hcf(\l/e battled seX|srrC] %a)l/ in and day out. With

very nerves of Delhi. coverups béin% thgr?or%, manyodiétresasgd%vgmseé I

followed by the anikh riots in the capital anqwave left thie jobs/studies at the University. The

other parts of the couniry led to the shutting dové’ﬂicide of Rajni Parashar, a research scholar of the

of the University. Many young students Workedlflc?tany Department, in 1987 also revealed how a

volunlteers n rellgf camps for Sikh refugees. %%k of institutional support in matters of sexual
opening of the University a month later saw man

: - . " &’Lassment could result in such dire consequences
grim faces trickling back. Shockingly, within aw? Knder StudieSroup 1996). Repeated instances
the Hcbhitdkmakers deci i

of Fafassment nt‘j’rtur(r::d' inﬁpf)rtar% ga%v})alréhs thét :

mastelsr oke, they drew u a4 9P 4" Lok &2 char t-, rat
h R s Si Kkh Bushed o a Zefmlerance approach ’'and ,

the otop teno ! o (Ferr1]1ent’§'1titonuo(1;I tﬁer\/tlsl*?akhg u%dglirqes iSsled t

sex appeal. It was neatly plnneci up for all to .r%? he ?upreme Court in the late 1990s. DU t%ok
on the collegeds offi I.a no.{.|.ce oar d. The
telt by all had no bound the exemplary mitiativé and becanesairihe few

€l by all had no bounds. workplaces to set up dedicated committees for the
Female students started imtad that the investigation of complaints of sexual harassment

miragelike good times were nothing but repressiaad awareness building.
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However, things have not necessarlyo me n 6 s 0 with leXpelsipe if they were
changed even after higiofile cases of sexuafound taking selfies in the college corridors (Chettri
harassment surfaced and trigderocal campaigns2017). One wonders if such admonishewotild
for womenodos s @Afsafetyyaudd aver da mgministered to reguede women
carried out by Jagori in 2010 at Delhi Universigtadents who confidently use their college
North Campus, for example, revealed that onecampuses for their social life.

two girl students had been sexually harassed and .
g y Matters only worsened during the closure of

that nearly 75% of these incidents tookroad . o . .
daylight. Afraid of the consequences, only 4%t% University in the wake of the pandemic. While

students reported it to the poliddoreover the regular college students wevided daily lectures

. . o in the online mode, SOL students were left to fend
ugly sad truth is that in many institutions of D . .
r themselves. The few splattering of online

committees are present only on paper, and are offen

. . . . classes that were offered were conducted arbitrarily
inactive. Some studies reveal that in certain

. . hn.the late evenings when many SOL women
instances committees do not have a woman as their

chairpersons, do not comprise 50% Wom%trlljdentswere preoccupied with makingutbaing

. . mxaal, etc. (WSC 2021). Even today, it takes months
members, and do not include an experlen?e ; .

or students to receive the prescribed study
external member. . ) o g

material. Indeed, the University's heedless decision
to conduct an open book mode of examination
without providing requisite study material was very

After the partition, Delhi observed immensgprudent; more so when considering that many

changes toaccommodate the high influx ofSOL students, especially women students, do not
refugees. In 1962 the School of Open Learnimye regular access to smartphones and stable
(SOL) was established with the supposed aimnggrnetShockingly, even after DU reopened on
making higher education more accessible. Studkrits February 2022, DU SOL did not immediately
who enrolled in SOL have generally come froesume offline classdsading to protests and
weak socieconomic backgrounds, amadvast demands for the dismissal of the acting principal of
number are women who are fgsheration SOL.
learners. Ironically, as SOL expanded, its share of

funding dwindled, severely affecting the quality of Time an_d _tlme agamn .SOL _students _have
.. expressed their issues and disappointment with DU
education imparted.

but they are yet to be met with an effective

Even now, there is a marked differencesponse. SOL has been continuougjecied by
between the functioning of the regulalegels of the government. Since 1997 the government has
DU and SOL. The majority of the students hawet funded SOL which in turn has led it to be
been denied even the handful of promised offlimeavily dependent on student fees to pay the
classes that SOL authorities advertise in ¢ladaries of the teaching and -teaching
admission handbook. Punished for their povemgiministration. The constant exploitation of the
poor schooling and for daring to aspire for a Défudents (genelafrom a poor background), who
degree, QL students are extended a stegiherly took admission in higher education to bring change
treatment which takes ridiculous forms, like their life, both economically and socially, has
denying them quality study material, adequatshed them more into the periphery of the society.
classrooms, qualified teachers, and library faciliiesa university that is proudly commemorating its
herding them off the campus as soon as ttentenary, can werfet that its School of Open
infamous Sunday classesatude; etc. Take, forLearning has completed 60 years of imparting
example, SOL women students being threateneaighly unequal education to scores of the most
one of the North Campus centrdsa premier underprivileged students?

The ‘Othering’ of DU’s SOL Students
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Lingering Questions: An Appeal for Reflection =~ LGBTQIA+ community, etc. are still matters of
concern. Furthermore, students from the North

Delhi University has come a long way froﬁf"St and South India continue to be subjected to
the time of its ineption. From three constituen{aciSt discrimination within and beyond the DU

colleges in 1922, it has expanded to include“8pPus-

colleges and 16 departments. We have also seen theThe myriad inequalities informing DU as an
University expand in terms of its intake of womgiatitution is a matter of concern that centenary
students, researchers, and teachers, but the physiedrations cannot easily brush aside. Can we be
inclusion has not nexzarily been on an equal gnor ant of t -bogosy Wast are r s i
footing. Although society is changing and m3aRdifferent to the trajectories of exclusion that DU
battles against sexism, casteism, and class bias\ilpvéacilitate as it adopts new curriculum
been fought within the University, it would Bgameworks, new admissions tests, new diktats on
misleading to say that DU typifies equality. Issgffine learning, etc.? The crucial question is, given

surrounding the rights of theost underprivileged the past and present conditions, does a better future
students, vulnerable contractual employees, |@@head of this centenary year?
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Who Cleans India?
The Human Cost of “Swachh Bharat”

Vidhi Srivastava Shreya Singh
B.A. PrograénEco & Maths, First year B.A. Prograé&Phy. Ed. & History, First year

As the sun rises and the world slowly village commons. Treated as servile castes who
awakens, an army of men amanen undertakes were to serve the uppmaste community or the
the arduous and mammoth task of cleaningup 6t wbiocren 6, t hey have al wa
our mess. They can be found in schools, colleges,06 di r t y 0, . e., stigmat.i
offices, hospitals, houses of the rich, and even in wished to perform. Tlgehave correspondingly
the sewers, silently cleaning the nation. They arebeen restricted from civic spaces, denied the
sanitation worker® a large group of pelep basic right to education, and are faced with high
facing unlawful discrimination out in the middle levels of prejudice at work and otherwise.
of the street while the world continues
unbothered around them. We write this essay in In the colonial period, employment
a bid to shake our peers out of indifference and opportunities in cities, municipalities, public
to expose misconceptions about progress and works, etcprovided some alternative sources of

development in the coumt livelihood for Dalits, but wages offered to them
were often lower than those provided to caste
The toiling bodies of sanitation workers Hi ndu wor ker s. Even tod

are often consumed by the filth of our streets, further away from leading a dignified life and the
sewers, landfills, septic tanks, toilets, etc. asmajority are heavily conaaéed in lowpaying
disease, fatigue and lethal exposure to poisonousmanual work in villages and cities.

gases envelop their lives. Fighting frustration,

stigma, andespair, sanitation workers continue Sanitation Workers and
with this routine of backbreaking work because their Distress Work Conditions
of entrenched poverty that they have inherited Caste has always played a major role in

from their ancestors. More than seven decades creating a vicious circle of stigmatisation where

since independence have lapsed and hardlythere is little scope for these workeiigiarove
anyone has lifted them out of theiadis cycle of  thejr quality of living. Earlier the Valmiki

workers are forced to believe that their life might \work by various municipalities.  Slowly,
not amount to anything more. Bangladeshi refugees, living in the worst

conditions, have also entered this work in all the
Most of these workers come from the Dallit  pg cities.

community, which comprises several

discriminated caste groups. Thes&ie groups The sanitatn industry in the past
have been stuck for generations in an endlessprovided permanent employment in government
loop of caste discrimination, untouchability, institutions with some semblance of labour rights
intense labour exploitation, and violence at the being extended to sanitation workers. However,
hands of privileged castes. Historically, Dalits times have changed drastically in recent decades,
have been denied access to land and have beemnd so have the lives of these workers.
provideal the least share of the resources of the Contractual employment through a middleman
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(thekedphas engulfed the industry, émekedars
wield vast powers that allow them to heavily

exploit sanitation workers. The state, meanwhile,
has washed its hands off sanitation workers andma d e a

their rights, as @&ent in the massive
contractualisation of this work within public
funded universities and government
offices/undertakings.

Sanitation workers toil away their days only

wer endt gi v elovespor satieers ma ¢

when they were asked to
garbage or clean septic tanks. The government

huge deal about |
warriorso when indeed t

lives due to th@egligence of their safety. For
months in many workplaces, they were not given
wages for the work performed.

On one hand, sanitation workers have to

to receive meagre salaries that are below deal with financial exploitation, and on the other,

stipulated minimum wages. A significant
proportion of their salaries is extricated by
thekedars s dcommi ssi onod
guaranteeing  regular  employment.  As
O6housekeepi ngsafas kamamhd@Edis
and so on, they are regulatpjected to unpaid
overtime, extra hours on holidays, and are
confronted with pay cuts worth two to three

daysd wages i f they

they have to deal with everyday casteism. Their
work often entails tolerating castgistults and

0 castebased rdstrictiohseas to fvhich rooms to

enter, where to drink water from, where to sit,
whdrest@stardr vehere tdeat and what to say. As
per unwritten rules, they cannot be seen
everywhere by everyone. They are treated, in no
uncertainérms, as untouchables. Dehumanised

mias they pre, sheir desperatiod &#uympsoafl. It veo r

They can be asked to leave the job on the whims often difficult for them to assert their rights,

of thethekedaFhey particularly suffer job losses,

given the pervasive fear of losing theirAwiol

extortion, etc. whenever there is a change in the so, employers leave no leaf unturned in taking
contracting company managing sanitation in a advantage of them.

wor kpl ace. This often
spent the past 10 to 20 years working in a
particular institution.

For a job that requires them to report every
dayd be it through rain or sunshine, hell or high
waterd their occupation should be considered

happens even if t heydv.
In swch light, the situation of women
sanitation workers is expectedly even more
precarious. They face heavy exploitation in terms
of lower wages, casteist slurs, and sexual
harassment in their workplace. When they try to
speak up, they are intimidated andefbrto

permanent. They should be awarded job security withdraw their complaints with the threat that

and minimum wage, but in reality, they are
reduced to provisional/netemporary workers.
They are consequentlyways burdened with the
fear of being asked not to report to work the next

day. When removed, so as to be employed back,apology forr epor ti ng

they wild/l be fired or b
worksite (SKU 2022 Our ongoing study of
women sanitation workers in Delhi reveals that

at times they are threatened into signing letters of
of al seo

they are often asked to pay tens of thousands of harassment.

rupees as bribes.

Of course, apart from sexual harassment at

Despite performing such socially necessary the workplace, many women sanitation workers

l abour, sanitation w oarekalsa victims efadoniestic vidieace. el heirtpdthe
privilege of ESI, PF, or bonus. Even during the to justice is arduous because of the insensitivity
pandemic and the imposed lockdowns, sanitation that surrounds theniostile marital conditions

workers were continuously called to work. They make the struggle for justice at the workplace all

L
Folwl >
JIQ!)(L-\-( L ‘Reclaiming Spaces & Shattering Boundaries’

[ S



Page5 7

the more difficult. Women workers also have it Amudhan RP on Madur@or por at i onds
harder because on top of the gruelling sanitation6 unt ouc habl ed | abour fc
work where they are employed, they have to go often revealed the pervasiveness of such
back home to take care of hugeuwws of stigmatised work. Due to several loopholes in the
housework. Act of 1993, the government was compelled to
pass the Prohibition of Employment as Manual
In universities where our study is based, on Scavengerg their Rehabilitation Act, 2013,
average, women sanitation workers work for nine which reinforced the ban on manual scavenging.
hours a day with about an hour of break in However, becausegrowmihg t he
between for which they are not provided with an disinterest in the regulation of employer
adequate place to rest. They are instructed to eatemployee relations, the practice of manual
out of sight. Manyimesthe women workers are  scavenging has not been weeded out. Even toda
not given a separate place to change into their workers are paid Rs.200 to Rs.300 to enter sewers
uniforms. Despite such vulnerability in the wherein they inhale poisonous gases that take
workplace, most women sanitation workers aret hei r | i ves. Ri ght unde
in a desperate position to tolerate anything if it we lose about 7 lakh workers to manual
means a little moreoney for their families. scavenging every yeatr.
Many have grown accustomed to abuse and
insult. A recent incident at the Delhi University
North Campus illustrates the blatant disregard of
The Law and its Implementation the law by the authorities. In February 2022, at
the Gwyer Hall Hostel, some students came
across a sanitation worker covered from neck to
toe in filth, preparing to enter the open sewage
drain. He had no pratBon and little clothes on.
He was employed by the administration to
manually clean the sewers and had little choice
but to accept the job. The students took pictures
and recorded the incident in hopes of filing an
FIR, but they were met with a lot ofiseance at
the Maurice Nagar police station (SKU 2022).
The police were unwilling to file an FIR. After
much pressure from the students, the police
agreed to oOinvestigateo
their phones with the photos and videos for
of orensi.c lamasl ybseiesn06 mon't
incident and still, no progress has been made, and
neither have the phones been returned to the
students

If the sanitation workers make the bold
decision to unionise and raise their voice against
the pathetic job conditions, the contracting
company makes a quick decision to replace them
with new workers, who are basically the
unemployed poor, and hence guatédr any
kind of work. Most of the time it is then difficult
to form trade unions. Indeed, existing labour
laws grant little relief to this workforce. The 1970
Contract Labour and (Regulation and Abolition)
Act, for example, prescribes that work of a
pemanent nature should not be extracted
throughthekedaand still sanitation work thrives
on the exploitative use of vulnerable contractual
cleaners, with little regard for their labour rights.
From sanitation work in private workplaces to
even government institutions,  offices,
municipalities, et¢hekedas rampant.

In 1993 the Employment of Manual Unionisation: A Flaming Beacon of Hope
Scavengers and Construction of Dry Latrines Such indifferent attitude of the

(Prohibition) Act was passed. However, news government can clearly be remedied only
reports and documentary films like that of through the organisation of sanitation workers
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into unions. Their collectives are empowering supervisor. The workers would receive only

and ensure a huge difference in the working Rs.11,500 a month, which is grossly inadequate
conditionsd a fact most evident when we to support themselves and their families. These
compae unionised sanitation workers to workers conditions invited much anger. Repeated efforts
in places lacking unionisation. by the union to meet the R&gar and resolve

the issue amicably yielded little. Eventually,

escalated collective action by the union outside

(IGDTUW) in September 2021 wherein the the Del hi Chl. ef Mi n.| St
concerted soci al medi a

sanitation workers were given aadag notice to o : .
. 9 Labour Minister ensured the required relief, i.e.,
leave their jobs because a new contract company . . o
. unconditional reinstatement of all sanitation
was taking over. These workers had worked at
. . . workers by the new company.
the University for years, but all it took was a

Take for example, the incident at the Indira
Gandhi Delhi Technical University for Women

company handover for them to receive a Evidently, our institutions and politicians
disrespectful and hasty letter of dismissal. The are complicit in the dehumanisation of sanitation
aggrieved workers turned tohe Safai workers and the precarity that envelops their

Karamchari Union in this crisis. Unionists lives. Institutional apathy, criminagligence,
reached the site and spoke to the administration and lack of accountability are exposed most
about the unfairness of the situation. Initially, all poignantly when the collective voice of

their requests for a proper conversation were dehumanised sanitation workers grows louder
turned down, compelling the union to resort to and bolder. We need to ask ourselves whether we
agitatonal modes of struggle. The IGDTUW  can continue to turn a blind eye to the hollowness
sanitation workers organised in front of the Vice o f tSweehh 886 campai gn t ha
Chancell or ds of fice f rales on the lapkeofaneeh&nization qf saoitatiers t .
Shamefully, it took the authorities till late evening workers, the persistence of manual scavenging,

to reach a decision to facilitate talks with the mushrooming of toiletwithoulaying of proper
workers and the new caatt company. Under sewage pipelines in I nd
pressure, the company agreed to give them acontractualisation of sanitatiobg, the denial of
mont hés notice and a chiglenwages and othgrebenefits eéoearmprkfarce e d
as long as they submitted the required documentsthat ensures the cleanliness of our daily environs.

to the company office. | sndt it t i rdeivent eescaadmy o u r
returns the dignity of life and livelihood to those

who toil to ensure the country is notaged by

dirt and disease?

The company clearly wanted new, young,
naive, and unorganised worketiserathan the
existing vocal and organised workers with
knowledge of the law. Hence, the documents
they asked for had nothing to do with sanitation
work but were designed to be unobtainable;
creating grounds for easy dismissal. The
documents included highchool graduation f  Complaint letter asking for FIR against manual
certificates, family bmat a, par ent ss@veng@n dcident in North Campus by
childrends Aadhar car ds,h Maghurisingh,09022922.di ti on t o f
the company made it clear that the workers were §  Memorandum onCorruption and Sanitation
to receive Rs.15,000 out of which about Rs.1,500 Workers issue at IGDTUW, 07.10.2021.
would be deposited into the ESI and PF and
Rs2000 would be deposited as a fee to the X,y

References
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The Inheritance of Bharatanatyam

Aditi Krishnamurthy
B.A. (Hons) Sociology, Second year
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The Decline of Sadir In 20" century Tamil Nadu, western ideals
. . and rationale of morality quickly took root with
Conventional  narratives ~ about  the e inroduction of English as the medium of
emergence of Bharatanatyam paint a rathepjgher education. & meant the indigenous
revisionist picture; one that fpcuses on & pan cystoms and traditions werepegceived in the .
Indian transhistoricalighOd 8 Brdd tbrlity &Md ratibngify. ! |

deterioration that took her from the temple tothe \jo me n s r i ghts activist:s

court and eventually to the styé@m where she  qceqsity for either single monogamous marriages
and her art were eventually rescued. In reality, thg, celibacy for working women. This is why

story of Bharatanatyam is fraught with complexy, ritanical ideas of asceticism and celibacy were

intersections of caste dynamics, nationalistycaq on performing women. The presence of
politics, Victorian morality, and the Oriental hereditary dancers in the tendpiBrahmanical
gaze. religious institution was considered to be
Traditionally, Devadasis were women who polluting and corrupting. Thus, during the height
were dedicated to temples at a very young age tf the nationalist ovement, India saw furious
serve and worship the deity. As a part of theirdebates on the morality of performing women,
duties, devadasis performed rituals and dances ahding prostitution and the social acceptance of
the temple. The dance performed by Devadasigocalled immoral women, reform ideas, and a
was known by many different names, such agush to democratize the arts. Consequently, the
Sadir, Kootu, Cinnldlelam, etc. Itis importantto  Anti-Nautch movement was launched duddo t
note that the term 0deohffatod 6f BRhmankca cofcerhs abolttritusd d U

until the advent of colonial rule, after which it waspurity along caste lines with Victorian ideals about
used as a blanket term to refer to all kinds ofsocial purity.

dedicationary  practices. Therefore, while
conventional narratives talk abahe sexual

freedom and high status enjoyed by devadasis
precolonial times, this is only true for women

The Madras Devadasis (Prevention of
iDedication) Act was passed in 1947, amongst a
g'trong opposition from hereditary dancers, in a

" ... bid to abolish dedicationary practices. The act
who belonged to performing communities

(hereditary dancers) such as the Isai Vellal rrohibited dancing inside the precincts of the

community in Tamil Nadu. While it is true that emple. While some argue _that the act was
) . : necessary to stop the exploitation of women, they
women belongg to these communities enjoyed

) peglect the fact that whole communities of female
some sexual freedom and an independen

livelihood as an artist under the patronage odrt'Stsl; Iors]-t Jhew hl!vebOdS and wefre h
kings, the same wasnapenranghisedand ihigcanegfno castigrdng
belonging to various other communities that OPPressors.

formed the other end of the devadasi spectrum.
Those belonging to marginalised Dalit
communities faced abuse and sexual exploitation Following this course of events, a new

and were restricted to domestic work. group emerged to preserve what they considered
Additionally, women from hereditary performing their cultural heritage. These reformists
communities had a choice to work and earn agpredominantly upp@aste Brahmin men and
artists and therefore take on the respoibgiof women) worked to transform Sadir into a more
their family and housérheodpectTlhd £,0 @ lisérgditing i thn ¢
enjoy complete equality or complete freedom. the institution of hereditary dancers. They did so

Reformation and Restructuring
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by separating the dance form from its originalconsumers wishetd appropriate the art form
practitioners. Rukmini Devi Arundale, a reformistunder a different name. Sadir was officially
credited with reviving Bharatanatyam said that sheenamed Bharatanatyam in the 1950s. The term
created Kalakshetra (an institute for Indids Bharatanatyam was not new or founded by the
and crafts), owith t henewpmdctdiongrabutpather was a deliberaesmoe c |
in modern India, recognition of the priceless made to further delineate hereditary perdos
artistic traditions of our country, and of imparting from the art form and disempower their
to the young the true spirit of Art, devoid of communities.
vulg.ar.ity anq commercialiﬁrggem()[)ayczntleﬁs, t he
assumption si that the dancing body of the ,

We can now see that Sadir (now

Devadasi is what made Sadir vulgar. As such, the ;
art form that she considered to be priceless couldharatanatyam) was appropriated by qzste

survive only by purging all references to sexualitfommunities who systematically pushed out the

and sensuality due to the growing acceptance &riginal practitioners of the_ art fordnthe isai

the Oriental gaze. Thushe removed Sringara veIIaIar_s, ka~lavantl_JIa, tawélfato the margins.

(the erotic element) from the dance form, and> @ d i r 6 s 1 nh dieseailactedsbg ksu | ar

emotions such as lust, greed, and sexuality weM/1€d repertoire have been completely erased

also purged. Furthermore, there was an emphasfd®Nd With its association with hereditary

on geometrically precise shapes, vigorou®€rformers.

dynamics, and pure lines on the technical front of The lack of caste diversity in the classical

the new reformed dance. Thus, dance waglance world is evidence of the persistence of

Brahmanised with the fear that it would becomehistorical inequalities. The dance weoolttinues

polluted due to its association with the devadasigo be caste and clessclusive. Women from the

The Brahminic powers controlled the new Isai Vellalar community still struggle to find space

aesthetic required t oto bsbowcase ntbeirdastr dNdthyat idlai, &i d e

dancer. Bharatanatyam dancer from the Issai Vellalar
Rukmini Devi Arunda through her work ~ community has spoken aloud about these

ensured that the art form was bestowed uponProblems frequentiyhich has often been met by

6respectabled (upper dgisiqndromuppgrasie mgmbers of hedange,

chose not to earn a living through the practice ofcOMmmunity.

it but sought social enhancement. Thus, while References

her.ed.itar_y performers struggled due to th@fos_,s 1 Coorl awala, Uttara Asha.

their livelihood, upperaste women gained social = g ¢ ¢ pande Research Jodoha86 (2), Congress

perks and were even seen as cultural ambassadorss,  Research in Dance, pp. 668

and saviours of Bharatanatyam. In the present nttps://doi.org/10.2307/20444591.

day, the middle class chooses to learn performing

arts and strives to make a living out of it, thus,1 Ganesh, S. (2016). OHow t

proving the failure of the elitist model of art ~ appropriated to create the world of

production and consumption devoid of Bhar at afhae iNgws ivindtesbruary 10,
commerce envisioned by Rukmini Devi https://www.thenewsminute.com/article/hew

Arundale Swarnamalya Ganesh, a dance historian a”'devadatsm’asapDropriate“treate"’orld
says, ol t was the danc%wpﬁaes of Devadasi
women that were obliteratedVhen Newer ¢ Murti, AditéMofe2TalRiMg)Casted T e |
bodies of women who were mothers, wives, " pypnami cs in Bharatanatya
daughters, and sisters danced the same dance, The Swadd#pril 17 https://theswaddle.com/tell
somehow it became r es p ememd@dalkifycasdynamicsn-

Non-hereditary dancers patronized the bharatanatyamith-nrithyapillai/.
male members of hereditary dancing communities
and learnt Sadir from them. But these new X,y
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Can You See Me?
An Analysis of the Gender Data Gap in Science and Research

Jahanbi P. Singh,
B.A. (Hons) Psychology, Second year

o0When we ofhumdnitydrem thea |l Sigmmd Freud describing wi
production of knowledge, we lose out on potemtigdiyn 6, an i mpl i cit bias a
transformative i nsi ghbovenido everything, with its ripples being felt

- Caroline Criado Pérez  in many different areas.

The field of medicine has been notorious
for this. Why are women more likely to die of a

In her bookinvisible Women: Data Bias in Beart attack due to ischaemic heart disease than
World Designed for K2&19) Caroline Pérez  men? This phenomenon, known as the Yentl
deftly articulates an experience that is commonlgyndrome, is a result of medical research that has
felt by women as they negotiate different spaceselied on male symptoms of heart attacks for
that this world i sno0t digdgAcsis. ITRe dendero fap tbRrtdh: shihdsi S
encompassing statement magunsl 100 through as research in thédd has for a long time
unrealistic to be tr ueggnokedHow thdsdlsynptonts thantfedt diffesmt I €
mal e experienced has forlknsahdwbnie. flardother elampie®wdbment h
forefront and served as a prototype for gyver the world are also grossly underdiagnosed
everything, women indeed have been invisiblgyhen it comes to endometriosis. Doctors often
from multiple realms. From urban spaces thatyj i s mi ss their patihaat s?
arendt de beirneedsdin mimdttd  gbne as far as chalking down the excruciating
scientific research that is based on predominantléymptoms of endometriosis to simply being the
mal e samples, womenospare @ Parckl N the ekperidrce of Befnd & N
sidelined. So much so that even something asyoman. One survey found that one in five women
crucial as seatbelts were previously designed usiRgd to see between four to five health care

only male crash dummies, putting theslok  practitioners beforeceiving a correct diagnosis.
female drivers at risk. Thus, women have existed _ ) )
in the interstices of society or on the margins, These issues suggest that even physical pain

begging for an invite in. This is the gender dat2"d Symptoms have culturally  constructed

gapa paucity of data cO§MNgSad gendey begomes am dmpgrtant

needs and experiences. determinant here. Research has demonstrated that
pain is experienced differently by men and women
(Bartley and Fillingim 2013). While women report
more severe and chronic levels of pain as well as
more frequent incidences of pain, they are

As Pérez puts it, the gender data gap is aonetheless treated for it less aggressixely
product of a world that has been rulminated product of a cultural understanding that women
and where norms are centred around patriarchaire more enduring ah men. In a field like
and androcentric values. From Aristotemedi ci ne with stakes as
considering the mal e @#ssaivce dhat waomen &entinaen doa rbel 6

Is Everything Designed for Men?

What'’s at Stake: The Manifestations of the
Gender Data Gap
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underrepresented. For a long time, clinical trials Conclusion
for medication and therapies also used male cells e gender data gap thus creates a very real

and animals for their samples. They have beeghasm in our understanding of the world and this
exduded from the study with the most common has grave consequences. While the issue has
reason cited that eseoman go through hormonal gained more traction over the years, the gap is far
changes every month due to their menstrual cyclefsom being narrowed. We remember how during
which may confound research findings. Womenthe initial days ¢he pandemic just two years ago,
have been penalised and excluded from medicdgmale frontline workers had to struggle with PPE

research, which exacerbated contributes to the Bi, tdSN 1 hha t wer der? ? tk f%l esi g
gender data gap. nited Nations has recognised the lack of data on

genderrelated indicators like gender pay gaps,
If we shift the conversation from medicine wo me n 6 s r eip floeab gometnménis,o n
to its close relative, Psychology, the pictureviolence, abuse, etc, as a hindrance to achieving
doesndt improve much. thgRustainablefeyelopment Goalg. Morgpyep
Psychology challenges the androcentric bias thet 0 2 l'so | mpor t an t t. 0 ¢
. : - , people of other gender identities while speaking
field has harboured sinces itinception.
. . . . of the gender data gap.
Psychologist Naomi Weinstein in her paper, . o o .
OPsychology Constructs t Whle ghgy,dili gimost,invisigle, fp ¢ p, .
research in the discipline had failed to generat umbers and - stafistics, the c_racks in the
. nowl edge %hat i s bereft
any val uabl e i nformali on. a%&u . Wo meno s
, b ¢ Bailtbi in it are inevitable. dressing the data gap is an
experiences Dbecause ot haifiblases In s important step in making the world and its
research metho@olg y , i . €. PsychadyRds nBré acBebslblB tWEn%el. When we
to the importance of social context. Even in the peglet insights and valuable data that could
field of psychotherapy, the male model of realitypotentially be collected from women, we are
was treated as the prototype, an exemplar ofurther widening the already existing divides that
dOhealthyd behaviour. aMisténoursoaetipared to these
standards, women who arrived atapg were
consequently deemed abnormal or hysterical as
id by thei . .AIBartley, E. J and R. B.
W_as evi er_1t y their OYe”ep“’jse”ta“O“ In certain’ yitterences in pain: a brief review of clinical and
disorders like depression. While the advent ofthe ¢ x p e r i me n tBatish Juinal of Anaesthesia
feminist movement transformed the field Vvol. 111 (1), July, pp. -58. Web doi:
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Daughters of Kobani: Kurdish Women at War

Akansha Sengupta
B.A. Program Histnglish, Second year

OWedve been pushed outislantie catiphateo whilst Icendutting genocidal w
should go and defend our land, but now | havgygacks against minority groups like the Kurds.

purpose to fight and t ar get , N
- Serekaniye, a Kurdish fighter “The Klrds fra ke up Syriads

minority, roughly 10 per

In the tumultuous political climate that we prewar popul ation. They a
find ourselves in, the world is marred by politics|argest ethnic groups with no state of their own.
of inequality, a rampant war for resources, and @yring the civil war, the Kurds seized the

religiOUS divide. The Middle East, in pal’tipulal’ Opportunity to f|ght for theiown sovereignty
has historically found itself amid an unending civilyhijle opposing threats like ISIS.

war that has stretched on close to more than a

decade. The year 2011 was a turning point for the - Contextualizing the Kurdish struggle for
Middle Eastern political landscape due to the
Arab Spring, a series of protests and revolts

demanding @ountability from an authoritarian The Syrian Kurds in many ways lived as
and oppressive government. The Arab Springseconetlass citizens within their own nation.
started in Tunisia as a popular movement ofThey were denied citizenship, voting rights, and in
dissent against an authoritarian regimeKurd-dominated @as schools only taught in
spearheaded by a dictator, Zine El Abidine Benarabic. The government was on a path to

Ali, who clamped down on free speech. Ali wasdisembody Kurdish culture and identity.
ousted by the people, becoming the first Arab

leader to be driven out by the people. On March In such a stifling environment, what was the

6, 2011, Syria exploded with a wave of protestsole of women? Were they confined within the
following the arrest and torture of a dozen teenagevalls of their house or did they actively take part
boys for painting their school walls with-Astd in therevolution? Their story is synonymous with
graffiti. The gr af f i ti sai d, the Kwdish struggle for autbnomyt amd - self
referring to President BasharA&lad, a trained determination. Abdullah Ocalan, the founder of
ophthalmologist. Amid this Tunisia saw its first the Kurdistan Workers Party and political thinker,
independent election and Yemen descended intbrought his Marxidteninist movement for an
violence, ousting President Ali Abdullah Salehindependent homeland froharkey to Syria. He

But in Syria, one coulées a revolution taking coi ned the term o0Jineol
place as the government continues to curb dissewomen and brought it under the broader umbrella

and violently suppress protestors with waterof feminism. The background against which
cannons, tear gas shells, and bullets. The counttyJ i neol ogy 6 devel oped was
was soon plunged into civil war with Russia andone. It pertains to an: astate, anttolonialand

Iran backing Asad and the US siding ®itrian anticapitalist ideology. One of his famous
rebels fighting t o enadvritidgslaidbdesr aotcicnugp alLtitlefines Wb an:
this political vacuum, Islamic extremist groupsn at i on al |l i beration as t
like ISIS rose to claim power and establish arcountry cannot be free unless the women are

Autonomy
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freeo, h e w-war Kurdssh sodiéty t Ipriopagatp thesidea of the military being a gendered
too, the enslavement of women was a directarena which reinforces aogholds patriarchal
manifestation of the loss of political power that institutions that women seek to tear down. Then
the Kurdish male faced. While external forces likehow have Kurdish women fought alongside men
Arab suppression of Kurdish identity, the and managed to demolish such ideas? The answer
Kurdish women faced digher degree of to this questionis mufaceted. First, it deals with
disempowerment and marginalization. On thethe systemic oppression and stptmsoed

face of it, they were the worst sufferers of violence faced by the Kurds, Kurdish women face
oppression from both the Arab and the Kurd dual oppression based on ethnicity and gender.
sides. Ocal an hypot he sHoraésg time)kKutdishtwbreen reroamedraldsent f i
for equality in the political arena is the mostfrom public life and had limited political
difficult as it entails shaking off the shackles ofparticipation, however, the Syrian civil war
patriarchal structures within political institutions, reshaped the Kurdishrigggle for autonomy.

it is a fight between the statist, challengingStructures of oppression in the form of nationalist
hierarchical structures and state institutionsand patriarchal institutions have prevailed in Syria,
Ocalan stressed on women taking part inwith Kurdish society mirroring masculine
traditional male gendeales and picking arms to hegemony.

join the armed insurgency against the oppressive

Arab state. At the heart of the Kurdish struggle Since the beginning of the uprising, the

was also the desire to liberate women and createlgirds questioned their role ihe uprising, or
radically different society. rather the lack thereof. Some abstained from the

protest s, whil e others

Middle Eastern society was deeply Party because they believed whether a democratic
patriarchal andontinues to be till this day, how government was elected or Asad was to remain in
then, did the women take up arms and join thepower, it would not make an iota of difference
liberation movement? Ocalan's teachings tookrhe Arab regime would continue to subdue their
root in the young minds of women from Kobani, culture and civil rights. The year 2014 marked a
a city lying on the Swlarrkey border. While war  fundamental change in the Kurdish revolution
raged on in Syria, with heavy bandment from  and its political agency. This was when women
Russia and ISIS expanding its hold across Syritarted partaking in the revolution.
and Iraq, a revolution was taking place parallelly
in Kobani. In 2014, the unthinkable happened, an Women Spearheading a Revolution
alwomends mi |-to-beachwitwi8l®t head
and pushed them back from their territory l&ay From 2014 onwards, international media
Tzemach Lemmon, in her book titBaughters of started picking up on the extraordinary stories of
Kobanidocuments the journey of young Kurdish Young women fighting Daesh (ISIS) in Syria and
women from teenagers to seasoned soldierg)orthrwestern Irag. Most of these women spent
trained in guerrilla warfare, as they take on role#heir entire lives feeling oppressed by a culturally
forbidden for women. Stories and news from theand religiously rfedominated society, these
Middle East havoften been marred by western women chose to lay down their lives not just for
liberal propaganda and fail to shed light on issueie Kurdish cause but for the greater cause of
that perturb the Arab world. Liberal feministsinwo meno6s autonomy and pol
the west have an amiilitarism stance and Mmilitary gear and armed with #ARs they
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challenged the traditional conception of Journalists across the Middle East have
womanhood. In Syria, this movement has takenchronicled accounts of women blowing
place with the inception of the YPJ, a faction ofthemselves up to defend their territory against
YPG al so known as Peolgl5.erbesfighttbegart ire Kobaniowmereihe iYRJs .
The YPJ spearheaded a larger movement oflelivered IS8 with their first decisive loss. Parents
gender equality. It has also transformed the wawvillingly sent their girls to fight, many in a bid to
women are viewed in Kurdisbceties. In the  send their girls away from a repressive life in
Kurdish context, gender equality grew out of villages. On military bases, they were trained in
political necessity. While annexing oil fields andvar tactics, physical combat, and ideology, they
towns along Syria in an attempt to create a radicditeely movedavithin political circles, and they were
Islamic Caliphate, they deemed women as primargomfortable in their power and not afraid to
targets. | SIS coisskletd e regedcisa it Théihstoliea bfdunflmahingpbeaveny
rape, kill and abduct women as they pleasedewrote the future of Syria in the years after 2015.
Women were either sold to ISIS fighters and used he American troops stationed in the region were
as a vessel to give birth to more fighters to joinamazed to see womencombat, firing machine
their barbaric force or become suicide bombers. guns and running laps around the field with

On June 18, 2014, in Mosul, the ISIS mufti flowers in their hair, some with hijabs covering

decreeddo Wi ves and daught *}e'é heaod§ Pf8“8'¥ %um%lnlg §he'r Cfﬁeat they
politicians who work on behalf of Maliki are halal S aid, ol3ls is afraid of

for members. 6 Rape an dt° asggl)pgaétlp aglrlv%hgxgn%ﬂ&egun@eétwt I no

to be active tools in conflict zones. ISIS contlnuest han themo.

to breed contempt against women by limiting Though the future of Syria remains bleak,
their agency and freevement within the public as if written in invisible ink, these women
sphere. Taking up arms was a form of activereconcile the principles of feminism with
resistance for the women's special unit whosenilitarism and challenge patriarchy. Several
stories were marked with bravado. Their mottowomen have died fighting or were captured,
was o0Jin, Jiyaan, A z roweave, dontempt aghirestr tlzel oppyessive staten 1 r
0 Wo ma n, Li fe, Fr eedomodand ISIS remains strong. They find courage in

Feminism is central tihe movement as 'eS'Stance.

women are considered important social and
political actors, hence, expanding their life outside
t he domestic sphere.

movement groups do not understand the
dichotomy between male and female. In a war
zone, gender ceasts exist, so does desire.

Women in the militia are treated as asexual beingy
They have two identities, one as Kurdish people
and the other as women, the two identities
complement and reinforce each other, one as thq
oppressed nationals and the other as th /
oppressed gender. Hence, the struggle for

autonomy is twaiered. Women arriving on the outskirts of eastern Raqqga. 2C

[ ]
~
JIO\) \b A Re claiming Spaces & Shalttering Boundaries’

P



Page 6 6

References:

1 Daughters of Kobani: The Women who 9§ Cohn, C. (2013). Women and wars.

took on the Islamic State, Gayle Tzemach, Cambridge.
Lemmon 1 https:/www.e-

T Ocalan, A. (2017). The political thought of ir.info/2021/05/10/rojavaspatriarchal
Abdul l ah ¥cal an: Kur dife@torsejvingthejegipiganty s
revolution and democratic confederalism. militarismproblem/.

PlutoPress. {1 https:/fforeignpolicy.com/2021/02/15/da

 Michael Knapp, Anja Flach, and Ercan ughtersof-kobanireviewfemalekurdish

Ay boKa, Re v o |IDemocraticn i n fi%grjsisés(/.a
Autonomy and Womenodl htps:/limea.cam/5940848/syrivomen

Syrian Kurdistan. foughtagainstsis/ .
1 Muschara, Meagan, (2015). Kurdish Women 1 https://www.wionews.com/photos/krdis
Guerrilla Fighters. h-womensprotectionunit-ypjthefierce
fightingforcewhichfoughtto-eliminate
1 Tank, Pinar. Kurdish Women in Rojava: islamiestate258130

From Resistance to Reconstruction. _
1 https://www.csmonitor.com/Books/Auth

1 Allsopp, H. (2015). The Kurds of Syria: or-Q-As/2021/0428/TheDaughtersof-
Political partie and identity in the Middle KobantA-chronicleof-thewomenwho-
East. I.B. Tauris. foughtISIS

X,y

.
jlgyasa ‘Reclaiming Spaces & Shattering Boundaries’



https://www.e-ir.info/2021/05/10/rojavas-patriarchal-liberation-solving-the-feminist-anti-militarism-problem/
https://www.e-ir.info/2021/05/10/rojavas-patriarchal-liberation-solving-the-feminist-anti-militarism-problem/
https://www.e-ir.info/2021/05/10/rojavas-patriarchal-liberation-solving-the-feminist-anti-militarism-problem/
https://www.e-ir.info/2021/05/10/rojavas-patriarchal-liberation-solving-the-feminist-anti-militarism-problem/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/02/15/daughters-of-kobani-review-female-kurdish-fighters-isis/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/02/15/daughters-of-kobani-review-female-kurdish-fighters-isis/
https://foreignpolicy.com/2021/02/15/daughters-of-kobani-review-female-kurdish-fighters-isis/
https://time.com/5940848/syria-women-fought-against-isis/
https://time.com/5940848/syria-women-fought-against-isis/
https://www.wionews.com/photos/kurdish-womens-protection-unit-ypj-the-fierce-fighting-force-which-fought-to-eliminate-islamic-state-258130
https://www.wionews.com/photos/kurdish-womens-protection-unit-ypj-the-fierce-fighting-force-which-fought-to-eliminate-islamic-state-258130
https://www.wionews.com/photos/kurdish-womens-protection-unit-ypj-the-fierce-fighting-force-which-fought-to-eliminate-islamic-state-258130
https://www.wionews.com/photos/kurdish-womens-protection-unit-ypj-the-fierce-fighting-force-which-fought-to-eliminate-islamic-state-258130
https://www.csmonitor.com/Books/Author-Q-As/2021/0428/The-Daughters-of-Kobani-A-chronicle-of-the-women-who-fought-ISIS
https://www.csmonitor.com/Books/Author-Q-As/2021/0428/The-Daughters-of-Kobani-A-chronicle-of-the-women-who-fought-ISIS
https://www.csmonitor.com/Books/Author-Q-As/2021/0428/The-Daughters-of-Kobani-A-chronicle-of-the-women-who-fought-ISIS
https://www.csmonitor.com/Books/Author-Q-As/2021/0428/The-Daughters-of-Kobani-A-chronicle-of-the-women-who-fought-ISIS

Page 6 7

What Kashmiriyat Entailed for Women -
Remembering the Naya Kashmir Document

Zubaida Ifshan
B.A. Program Elective English andHistysar

Upon the return of Maharaja Hari Singh, with strong opposition to Dogra rule. The-anti
the last Dogra Maharaja to rule Jammu and feudal, atrmonarchy, and ariiritish dynamics

Kashmir (J&K), from the meeting at the Imperial o f t he Kashmir.i peopl et

War Cabinet of Great Britain in 1944, a visionary drew its leaders closer to the wideraoitinial
document was submitted to him by the National movement in the Indian subcontinent.
Conference leader, Sheikh Aladu This
document has gone down in history adNte&a
Kashmir odument. It was not an ordinary
political document for its time, or for that matter,
even by todaydés stand
manifesto of theNational Conference d a
political partytat by the 1930s had transitioned
from being a religious, commusbgsed
organization, earlier known as the Muslim
Conference, to a secular and radical platform
with strong ammonarchy overtonesNaya
Kashmirencapsulated the aspirations of an
oppressedand highly exploited peasantry in a
princely state where calls for freedom from
colonialism and monarchy were growing strong.

The document sought twansform the
status of J&K from an absolute monarchy to a
p e o pdeneobracythereby revolutionizinipe
identity of the state. The introduction offaya
Kashmimanifesto was a forerunner of the
promisedland reforms in modern India. The
architects of the document, B.P.L. Bedi, Freda To elevate the status of the workers,
Bedi, Mohd Ashraf Kanwar, Danyal Lateef, etc. peasants and women the document proposed
were highly influenti@tellectuals of their time  revoldionary reforms like the provision of land
with a commitment to socialist restructuring of to the tiller, equal wages, free education, equal
the society, polity and economy. They drafted the political rights, etc. The cover page of the
manifesto keeping in view Kashmir's oppressive document, along with its preamble, gives us an
past under the Dogra rule, and the larger insight into the revolutionary tenor of the
movement that was emerging among theanork ~ document. The cover pagesignificantly red
and peasants of the region. Indeed, the peasantwith a progressive woman activist, Zuni Gujjari,
masses of the Valley had feverishly participated depicted on it; indicating the centrality of
in numerous antiolonial struggles, includingthe c ommon womenods | iberati
Quit India movement. These struggles coalesced@ new Kashmir. How she is depicted was
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strikingly different from the usual feminized and document are dedicated to the rights of women.
religiaus representation of women in public The comprehensive Clause 12 of the document
mediums that weghistorical and removed from  gives us funt e r i nsight i nto
materi al real i ties of IWweyatiomwdssenvitkaged:es and strug
Zuni Guijjari was consciously chosen as she was
an inspiring woman leader who fought for real
strugglesT h e d o cpreanghie paSseonately
depicted its radical purpose and reforms:

Women citizens shall be accorded equal rights v
men in all fields of national life: economic, cultur
political, and the state services. These rights shal
realised by affording women tinevaghin every

To raise ourselves and our children forever fiempllbgment upon equal terms and for equal wag es
abyss of oppression and poverty, degradatianemnd/omen shall be ensured rest, social insuranc
superstition, from medieval darkness and ignoraedeicatmn equally with men. The law shall give spe
the sunlit valleyyplenty ruled by freedom, sciencepaiatéction to the interests of mother and child. 1
honest toil, up worthy participation of the higimigsion of pregnaleaves with pay and the

resurgence of the people of the East. establishment of a wide network of maternity hon
nurseries and kindergartens shall further secure t
When the rest of the country was deluged hts g

by the horrors and preposterousness of partition,
Kashmir remained calm and Kashmioimen Other rights like the right to vote and
organised themselves in a voluntary battalion in contest elections, right to employment, abolition
defense against the invasion by neighbouring of humantrafficking, et. were also stated in the
tri bal militia from Hakmerd;tmaking it aTvare radigab maaiiesios
battalion r ai s e dHangavav e r groowbmes dnd quite mread lofiitktiene. o
Khabardar, hum Kashmiri Hain@aydaB e wa r e
attackers, we Klasiiris are ready). Interestingly,
deriving strength in such precarious and sensitive
times from the Naya Kashmidocument,
Kashmiri women fought off several patriarchal
impositions like the burga (veil), which in itself
had never been a widespread praeticeng
common peasant women. By 18¥/Syeds and
Khoja women also discarded their veils and
began working in the field of education (Sikander
2012). Important figures like Shamla Mulfti,
Zenab Begum, Begum Zehan Abdullah and
Mahmuda Ali Shah rose from amgdheir ranks.
Well into the 1980s and 1990s, Kashmiri women
valiantly resisted t h
groups such d3ukhtarare-Millat, the Jamagt
Islami, Tablighi Jamat, etc.

Rlaya Kashmiras heavily inspired by the
models of socialist states and commieust
struggles in different parts of the world.
According to Adrew Whitehead (2020), many
parts ofNaya Kashmirere borrowed from the
Constitution of the Soviet Union where the first
wor ker s o state h dlaka bee
Kashmwvas nothing less than the Magna Carta
for the common people in terms of the various
reforms that not only aimed at equal distribution
of land but also at the equal distributioralbf
resources. Some of the key reforms in the
document were the abolition of tiegirdari
S sterB, and the provision of land to.the tiller as
well as L|Jorrorﬂo%\lto(r)u)fS collelctlr\r)igegl %driéul'tur%.n
Other crucial reforms entailed the reduction of
land revenue, and the liquidation of official and
Banishment of child labour; prohibition of  private debts. When in 1948, National
bonded labour; and the prowoisi of equal Conference came to power, the agricultural
educational, economic, political, legal, health and system was reorganized by appointing a land
motherhood right§or women constitute the reform committee that oversaw implementation
hallmarks ofNaya KashmifFour pages of the of the abovenentioned reforms. The Justice
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Wazir committee was also appointed in 1952 to was made Head of State in 1952, and later
review the working of the land reforms. Governor of the state in 1964. Ironicallyth&
Importantly, by guaranteeing more secure Indian republic, the powers apdvilegesof
livelihoods through land reforms, tiNaya erstwhile rulers of princely India remained intact;
Kashmidocument and its supporters facilitated creating difficulties for land reforms,
the education of girls as improved economic redistribution of wealth, etc.

conditions paved the way for more concrete

interest in schooling of children. Naya Kashmir, indeed, was a revolutionary

step forward. It hasnot
For the local handicraft industry that was now. With the dire socjmolitical caditions in
in an abysmal conditignthe Naya Kashmir  the state and no genuine visionary sumalitical
mani festo envisaged t haganizatian roapablei aofe articaalirigd thd e
friend of man, if it was owned by the state and sentiments of the people that resonate with the
used for the benefit @rincipked oNayacKashrine actualization ofifs u s
document aimed to confiscate all the individual numerous provisions seem a distant dream. The
monopoly over industries. It also promoted the maniesto has been effaced from popular
smaklscale induges within the framework of memory over the years. It has been reduced to
the statded industrial planning. mere rhetoric by those in power and with little
commitment to the uplift of the common
Kashmiri people. Given its radical provisions on
equality and a new way of thinking alibe
economy and societiaya Kashmian be a
cornerstone for the settlement of they&&rold
i ssue. I't harbors the pc
struggling populace closer to the exploited
common masses across the country.

The socialist orientation of the document
triggered much unease among the exploitative
landlords as well as communal forces within the
Kashmir Valley and in Jammu. However, popular
aspiratios of the people for building Kashmir
anew were hard to dismiss. It is this fervor and
vision that propelled scores of men and women
across the Valley to spiritedly defended Kashmir
against the invasion of 1948; dispelling
assumptions that a Muslimajoriy people References

Wlshed for integration W|tr_1 newly form_e(_j { Sikander, Mushtaq ul Haq Ahmad (2012).
Pakistan. Sadly, the new Indian state, suspicious dWomen in Conflict, Surv

of the radical appeal of Kashmiriyat, negotiated ¢ 4 5 h rEgonomié and Political VWeéek7 (9)
integration of the princely state with the Dogra pp. 2124.

rul er rather t han | e q d@ilev? whihead [242®. THR evRKhYg ©f0 S

movement; pavinghe way for a process of theNew Kashnhitanifesto. India at 70:
continuous sidelining of the core principles of Multidisciplinary Approaetigsd by Ruth Maxey
Naya KashmiMaharaja Hari Singh remained and Paul McGarr. Routledge: London and New

titular king till 1952 while his son, Karan Singh,  York, pp.1832.
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Feminist Theatre in India:

A Medium of Self Expression and Dissent

Annapurna
B.A. (Hons) Sociology, Second year

"Of course, we all come to the theatre with baggd@&.3THeeveral theatre groups sensitive towards
baggage of our daily lives, the baggage of our protllemgghes of women organised numerous
baggage of our tragedies, the baggage of being tiveatkshops and festivals as well. MS
-Vanessa Redgrave Swaminathan Research Faifiwh's 'Voicing
Silence’ and the National Women's Theatre
Indian theatre has been an agtiagform Festival byravanikare some examples women
to showcase soepwlitical issues through the  centred workshops that were organised in the
lens of personal experiences. Street theatre 20th century.
especially has been an avenue eéxgaiéssion
and dissent for the workhetpss people of the Political developments in India and around
country. It aids in deoncentration of historical the world like the second wave of feminism,
narratves by the lenses and elites and highlights labair unrests, Naxalbari movement in the 1960s
pressing concerns of the people. However, like - 70s paved the way for street theatre and plays
most art forms, Theatre is embedded in the social with significant Ideological underpinnings. The
structures of society which makes it patriarchal growing number of women playwrights is a
and gendered. determining factor in women's issues in the
world of theatre. Although, nall of these
Although Indian theatre has historical playwrights were feminists. The ferhiplays
roots datig back to 1st century BCE, the that emerged in the 1960@6s questioned male
presence of women centric plays written by centrism and orthodoxy. They were revisionist in
women only came to the picture in the 19th spirit and adopted new ways of enacting
century. In the 18th19th century as well, most theatrical acts.
social reformers who stood against social evils
like sati burning, dowry etc were upBste; In ancient India and in an upaste
western educated men like Raja Ram Mohan Roy.maledominated society, a linear way of narration
Tutun Mukherjee, a professor at University of was favoured. The story of a single protagonist
Hyderabad having research interests in women'sshown in a chronological way undermined the
studies and theatr e a rintricacies ofimeraosy,anddahbuglets tlbewerea |
education to women, the male exclusivity in the crucial to women's experiences. Feminist plays
print culture,t he tendency t o wdresctticagaodthidneareaéstheticradd emphasis
6deval uebd or al cul t urwas drerctechtewa Icdllgctives aned memeryna |
domain), the separation of the private and public 0 A n t a hyUsha Ganguly is one example of
space has all served to confine women to certainthis new aesthetic. It is an ‘autobiographical

genres and restrict or erase their presences ini nt r ospectiond and it i
ot hers. o multiple women characters in différeocial
settings but bound by the virtue of being a
A significant boost tdhe number of woman. Usha Ganguly herself enacted all the

women centric plays was given by the emergencecharacters to show the intricacies of feminine life
of IPTA (Indian People's Theatre Movement) in and introspection about the same. She covered
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women in  middkelass households to lives. Ifportrays how a woman who embraces her

marginalised women in B@hand to women in sexuality is labelled as a fallen woman and how

Hi tl er ds Ger many. T h e womenxhemasphes intdrnialisenit sometimes. ihe i r

experiences despite their differences is what thetheme of honour, murderand sexual violence

author was trying to show. In another play, during partition is another central theme

Binodini, five different actresses portrayed the highlighting women's plight in a patriarchal

story of the protagonist. Here, emphasiswaslai soci et y. At Del hi Uni v el

on memory; Binodinids aptiaaAphaewe® perfqniedia 1004 | i t

and her emotional turmoil. and 1984, Whil e OAhsaas

group of Celhi University students who met in

Street theatre with a socially relevanttheme h o s t e | rooms, OAurat aut

pertaining to gender were numerically increasing response to the af8ikh riots which made grass

in the 1970s. Dowry deaths, domestic violence, root level women activists think about women

illiteracy and more gender relassdes were the ~ and communalism.

centr al t h éVomen), a pak by at 6

Safdar Hashmi's Jan Natya Manch, dealt with the Feminist theatre is an avenue to showcase

issues of dowry and domestic violence in 1979. social realities thugh a gendered lens. It is a

They delved into the story of workitigss stage to unveil hidden discrimination and

women. Groups like Jan Natya Manch (JANAM) sensitise people in an engaging way. An increase

performed in no-commercial spaces of urban in women writers, directors, and actors in the

areas. The stories they portragtitacted a production and execution process of feminist
workingclassaudience and it challenged the theatres makes them the epitome of- self
status quo. expession and dissent

Gender identity and fluidity in sexuality is References:
another pertinent theme of feminist theatres.
Shi khandi: T-het 8¢enyo biMikhejes, Tuptun (ed.) (2005taging

story by Faezeh Jalali which explores the mythical ~ Resistance: Plays by Women in Translation
story of Shikhandi and highlights the gender Oxford University Piése Delhi.

fluidity aspectl993p by i tT. httpgi/linchaneuipugaliforum.in/2016/07/0
Geetanjali Shree is another play that deals with ~ 9/feministstreeitheatreplaysas

the theme of sexuality and shame in women's contemporaristory/

e
oYl
JIO\)C \Sa ‘Reclaiming Spaces & Shattering Boundaries’

P



Page 7 2

Horrors of the Place called Home:

A Vision into Child Sexual Abuse

Shreeja
B.A. (Hons) English, Third year

TW: Mention of sexual abuse

Growing up in the Indian society, all of us emotional aspects such as hyper sex drive or low
have been conditioned to believe that familial ties sex drive, repression of emotions, mental
are the most pious of our relationships. The idea regression, and denial. Most victims | interviewed
of home being ipeople, and friends turning into  also witnessed a hindrance in their psychological
family has also emerged from the same belief. development because of their trauma.

The concept of O6hodmed is that of a safe sga_ce
place where one can truly embrace who they are. Sevgrql cultural aspects also play a role in
But what if that safe space shatters? What if traumabuilding. ~ One of the women |

home becomes the place whereia ferls the 'tn_terv'ewi‘:]ftatﬁd that thl? ideahef mOth?fh
least secure? ying arakhito her assaulter was one of her

trigger points. Every year, she would dread seeing

Are we building a safe space for children? him, and then hate the sight of her mother
According to a data by the National Crime laughing with the man who caused an irreversible
Record Bureau, 109 children were sexually trauma in her life. Another woman said that it
assaulted every day in India in 2018. However, Was themaulvivho came to teach her about
there are a number of cases of child sexual abusge€ligion who had assaulted her, and it would
thatgo unreported because they have happened trigger her each time someone would talk about
within the primary circle. Last year, | had the him in high regard because of his knowledge.
opportunity to interview several powerful Some women [ interviewed had gathered the

women who are survivors of child sexual abuse. courage to tell someone about their icstsi0f

Most of them were wronged by some of their assault but were asked to keep shut because their
closest family members. In mosthefse cases, a@ssaul ter was -aniptad tf arh
the victimsd | ongest tManyafihase womengantinge tofivie with thairh e
fact that their abusers were culturally the people assaulters. In many instances, children who are

who were supposed to protect théntheir forced to remain silent have had issues with their
brothers, fathers and uncles. parental relationships. They often drifted away
from them leading to a further stunted
Instances of sexual assault and-temng psychological and emotional development.
abuse also have letegm psychlogical effects ) )
that last from childhood to adulthood. While After everything, we are left with several

these effects may vary from one victim to unsettling questiordswho will protect children

another, some of the most common [Tom the r;eople who are supposedeotheir
consequences are body image issues, intimaC)PrOteCtorS' How long will the institution of

issues, social anxiety, and posttraumatic stresg@Mily and social standing of their perpetrators
disorder (PTSD). These timsces also affect keep young victims from receiving justice? Is the

interpersonal relationships and lead the victims | d €@ oknatothmseyd more
to question their familial bonds. Apart from making children feel safe in their own homes?

psychological effects, there are other physical and X |y
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Contests Over Gender and Sexuality in India:
A Historical Perspective

Radhika Kapoor,
B.A. (Hons) Political Science, First year

Gender: Talk of the Town community was acclaimed for having gained
Partha Chatteri int S Th e expertise in such skills as singing and dancing.
artha atterjee  points  out Their presence on the occasions of birth and

0 Wto me nos qubute stio .nlo ‘ wa s arﬁage%vgs%onela%red adsﬁc?oﬁ's Conce'?nlng
most controversial debates over social reformin . o Sanjana Rav claims that the

early and midi neteenth cen tKHaJuyaho tgn"?plesg I@Iadhy Pradesh contain

Chatterjee further argues that natlonallsm depictigns of intimate relatlons between geople
addressed the said Oqugfﬁtésarﬂese’x Wi hout

of i1 ts ddrsedf.erlrnedt hgos way, nationalists
constructed a dichotomy between the private and Women, unfortunately, did not meet the
public domain, which can be symbolized by the same fate of acceptance as the LGBTQ+
i nnerd and douter d  eommunityeirs ancerit Indg.o W gheie wakn t y
respectively. The outer sphere represents thed St at us of Wo me n i n [
domain of political action and maten#triests, Perspeci v e 0, Sophie M. Tha
whereas the inner sphere represents the Tharakan note that, while the community in
repository of cul t ur a puestion enpyed thej sane Gtatug asdnenwnaha e |
(associated in patriarchy with the domestic pre and early Vedic period, this utopia came to
sphere). It is in this context that the feminist an end with the invention of the plowshare.
movement in India gathered steam. However, Before the tool was existent, med ammen
Nivedita Menon states thérom the beginning had contributed equally to sustaining the
of the 1970s, the i de nhousehgld: wdmerahad takem eharge of theme
be challenged by caste and sexuality. Menonhousehold while men had busied themselves
describes how the division of the world into two hunting and gathering. Since the dawn of time,
watertight gender identities was being impugned men have always been seen fit for responsibilities
and gained traction during the 1980s ands1990 that evade the domestahsre. The writers thus
However, such issues boast of a much longer claim that when they naturally came to wield the
history in India. plowshare upon its creation, they also became the
owners of farms and thereby the wealth
generated from them. Women did not have any
in Ancient India control over the said wealth, which had legal and

The LGBTQ+ community has left its  Social ramifications that persist even today.
_mark on s.uch featl_Jres as books and erchitecture Women and LGBTQ+ Community:
in India since ancient times. According to Dr. A Shared Fate
Vasumathi T. ahGeethanjali M. in their article
0Transgender l dentity a Jhe texis dredgcad duiing the \aterdviedic
Literatur e \edadnotSrious fore t yp@riod, t éspecially thélanusmriti captured
dooming some sections of society to the fate of Wwo meno6s weakening | egal
impurity, welcomed the transgender community due to the negligible role they nolaypd in
with open arms in contrast to ostriagjst. The accumulating wealth. TManusmrits said to

Tracing Gender and Sexuality
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have legitimized women's subordination to men
during the Vedic period. Such social evils as child
marriage and illiteracy among women, targeted
right at the outset of
India, ae said to have their roots in these texts.

In the case of the LGBTQ+ community,
it was not an indigenous text that condoned its
alienation. It was only with the arrival of the
British in India that homosexuality came to be
seen as unnatural. They brought the mindset of
the Victorian times that intacy and procreation
went handn-hand, which led to the exclusion
and stigmatisation of people who identified with
nortnormative sexual orientations in India. This
manifests in Section 377 of the Indian Penal
Code.

Abrogation of Section 377 IPC

Sumit Saurabh Srivastava examines in
0 Di s ci pDesiresiraighState hrel LGBT
Activism in India' that Section 377 IPC elicited

great resistance during the late 1980s and the

1990s due to the growing awareness about the
HIV/AIDS epidemic and the xpanding
influence of the Western media. The LGBTQ+
community began to make room for itself in the
legal space through its enterprise.

The first challenge to Section 377 IPC
came from a petition filed by the AIDS
Bhedbhav Virodhi Andolan (ABVA) in 1994
when Kiran Bedi, the inspector general of the
Tihar Jail in New Delhi, refused to distribute
condoms among male inmates. This petition did
not reap much success and was dismissed in
2001. In the wake of this dismissal, the NGO
Naz Foundation Trust submittednother

Finally, the Navtej Singh Johar and others
vs Union of India case of 2018 led to the fall of
Section 377 IPC. The petitioners took recourse
to thehpeeviowsocasesnidexplaim doweatienn t
infringed various articles of the Constitution.
They also invoked the statement of the American
Psychological Association, which said that while
it occurred in relatively fewer numbers, ssaxe
attraction was a natural condition. Thus, the
Sedbn was put to the litmus test and declared
partly unconstitutional once again on September
6, 2018.

It must be kept in mind that the
community in question took vast strides in India
due to the perpetual efforts of its members and
allies even when SectB#v IPC was in force. It
was only on December 18, 2021, that Telangana
witnessed its first saraex marriage though they
are still not permitted by the law. Such incidents
embody the spirit of defiance that the community
has always displayed against thewes
perceptiom of the Onorm

Feminist Movement in India

The feminist movement in India exhibits
similar vigour. I n 6The
Doing Gender in Indiabd,
the rise of this movement to contact with the
west and, morgscifically, the spread of western
education in India. While there is little
concurrence about the dates thereof, this
movement is popularly classified into various
phases. For instance, Mahua Roy (2018)
propounds three such phases along with an
intermediey phase between the first and the
second phase.

According to Roy, the colonial project and

petition against the Section in the same year. Thethe social reform movement gave shape to the

petitioners contended that it violated Articles 14,
15, 19 and 21 of the Constitution of India.
Considering the submissions, the Delhi High
Court passed the landmark judgement ruling
Section 377 pidy unconstitutional (to continue
to prohibit bestiality) on July 2, 2009.

Jliovasa
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ideals of the first phase, which lasted till India
attained independence in 1947. Itis characterized
by a heavy focum securing formal equality for
women. As a result of unrelenting efforts during
this phasesati prathaas banned in 1829 and
widow remarriage was permitted in 1856.
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Roy touts the second period as the interwar also allows for thanduction of the LGBTQ+

period (from 1917 to 1945). It took on tasuies community into Indiabds f
in particular: extending the right to vote to
women and attempting to reform personal laws.
Regarding reforms in personal laws, the All India It is commendable how the two
Womends Conference (Al W¥@nhunites isavedotirid @dekets 6f Buecdss in A
1927 by Margaret Cousins, which took issue with world that is rigidly  patriarchal and
Hindu personalaws for condoning polygamy  heteronormative in its outlook. Despite such
and depriving women of divorce and property achievements,ahe seems to be a long way to go.
rights. On one hand, even in developed countries,
women continue to fight to secure their
reproductive rights. The picture is, however, not
entirely gloomy. One must remember that the
communities have never been as visible and

phase as ranging from the postependence strong as they are today. With continued efforts,
period to about the mi#970s. During this a world where patriarchy and heteronormativity

phase, womenos parti C?r%né)tttqegortlmisporgamﬁ%egiger%.e nt s

Way Forward

If the first phase is criticized for favouring
uppermiddleclass women, the intermediary
phase is lauded for paying heed to the concerns
of poor women. Roy pitches the intediary

(such as the Chipko movement of 1973 and the References

Sampoorna Kranti movement of 1974) registered

an uptick. The phase also $aevrise of various T Li maye, Y. (2014). oln

womenaos organi zations Trfagsigewidey Ps@eBBE as

movements, such as tBeramik Sangathame News April 15,

the SeHEmployed Women's Association. https://www.bbc.com/news/worleasia
india27031180

Roy regards the pUb]ﬂiK?‘?tsih?l%n,Ofvpa— ¥f’af§618)
Equalityds (1974), the rE&iBh?srtMov%r%entt nne Inigm@a-\inteotee

the Status ofI Women imdia as one of the ) Mo me néThewh#ndwuly 14, last modified
centra features of t eDEchﬁbér phage of tz(ﬁ§ wo n

movement in India. A positive attention towards https:/Awww.thehindu.com/society/its

womenaos I ssues and t h ebeelﬂB:I8n§I8n'glﬂnlel%r-thﬁg?)t&rf“éﬁts' ons

encouraged the sponsorship of research into movemenin-india/article2440%2 ece

womenaos i ssues and t;:ic-éhoesshtabé|sh2 e1n8t) O(t)Man

autonomous wme n 4 s organi za Slngé’ wohi Ecomir.\ A ¢

occupied themsel ves eXCSerlﬁir%slmvefiny W)éiia{ r]] nWO% nos

probl .e ms N T. h I. S . b (.) 0st httr|5s://fe\ll¥1|‘?1igﬂ'mei‘nlpné)las.com/§‘0§8z?0&/fllS

translated into various legislations in their favour, manusmritultimateauideaoodwoman/

the chief ones of which included the Dowry g 9 _ '

Prohibition Act of 1961, the Medical T Menon, Ni ve d_' ta (2009)
governmentality: cont e

Terminatio of Pregnancy Act of 1971 and the
amendment of rape laws in 1983 to clarify the
definition of consent.

| n d Feainist Reviaw. 91 (2009): 8212,
http://www.jstor.org/stable/40663982
f Narrain, Siddharth (20
According to Roy, the third phase, which  the Closet: Impact of Supreme Court's

perhaps commenced around the 1990s, notonly  prjyacy Judgment on Section 377iLig at i 0 n
acknowledges the grievances of Dalit women but  \yjire. Aug. 25,
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Women and Political Spaces:
The Reality of Systemic Prejudice Against Female Politicians

Sumedha Vashista
B.A. (Hons) Sociology, Second Year

The movement for Women's suffrage Women are systematically excluded in the
started in the mid800s, and it has been almost afield of politics. They are treated as alien and
century since women's right to vote began to belenied entry into male lobbies and alliances,
recognized in most nations in acknowledgemergxcluding them from the decisimaking process
of their invaluable effort during and following in the nasent informal stages, preventing them
World War I. In our own nation,omen were from voicing their opinions and manifesting their
formally granted the franchise alongside men imterests in the eventual formal legislation and
1950 when the Constitution of India came intoexecutive decisions. Women are treated with
effect, granting universal adult suffrage to alhostility in political spaces by their male
citizens. counterparts and not consideegglial partners.

Their competence is questioned as statecraft has

It has been nearly a century since thesaistorically been the prerogative of men. It is very
events as we examine the participation andonveniently overlooked that this was so because
experienes of women in political spaces. Womenwomen were denied entry into political roles, and
constitute half of the human population, but thisnot because of a supposed lack of iredu
number does not translate to equivalent politicagualities or disinterest. In fact, throughout history,
representation. In national parliaments around thge find many stories of women exercising political
world, only 25 per cent are women. In India, thisnfluence indirectly through their sons and
number shrinks ven further to a dismal 13 husbands, as in the case of Mughal empress Nur
percent female parliamentarians. In the 2019 LoBahan, believed to be the real power behind the
Sabha elections, only around 9 per cent of the totghroneof Emperor Jahangir.
candidates fielded were women. This disparity is
not just observed at the top, but at all tiers of the We find that a similar form of proxy power
political system stargjrfrom the grassroot level is still utilised by women to this day in a
women are sorely under represented. democratic system. Nepotism is rampant in

politics, and female leaders often derive their

The field of politics still largely remains ainitial entry through their male connections. It is
mands playground. Whe motwRveltplying Held fof women @otheiefitry C i
the first picture that emerges from our collectivelevel itself as those from political families are more
unconscious is a man in a suit, or perhapd &ncl  easily accepted and able to rise in the ranks faster
a khadi kurta and Nehru jacket. Men are regardatian ordinary party members. Women in this way
as the norm in politics, whereas female politiciangerive their (initial) political legitimacy from men;
are viewed as anomalies or aberrations. They arglira Gandhi from her father Jawaharlal Nehru,
seen by some as an unnatural deviation from thgayalalithaa from MGR, and Mayawati from
preordained way of things as they have carried atanshi Ram. This trend is rather disheartening as
for centuries, a disr untimpledawenian fahding shindr dowa méritwill T h
another perspective female leaders in politics art be taken as seriously, and requires a male
held up on a pedestal: viewed as token exceptioggamp of approval.

and miraculous inspirational stories, rather than

something that should be standard and Beng assertive and strewgled are traits
normalized, segjnas they are representatives ofthat have conventionally been associated with
fifty percent of humankind. masculinity, and are believed to be essential traits

for a successful politician. These masculine
qualities when they are possessed by male political
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figures are celeied as virtues. Being too matter and used maliciously against them. A
feminine is perceived as weak, and women idivorcee or unmarried woman is ‘'incompetent’ in
politics displaying these characteristics are likely beer private lifekHlow could she handle governance whe
be | abelled o6air h e a dshedcanftanagd heercotvre feshey@ rqliegtiondédo r 1
charm and not merit. But those very sameThere is a double standard that exists. The private
celebrated masculine characteristichenw matter of the care of her children if a woman is
displayed by female politicians are seen in a vegjected to office becomes a public concern, while
different light. Masculinity is considered superioin contrast the concern over the parental role and
over 60softd f emini ni tnesponsibilytof politickens asnfathers ia cearyp t &
wielders of this masculinity are men. Whemonexistent. She is asked how she will manage
women are assertive and 4valled, they are her public life alongside her family life and is
labelled wit a myriad of nesoflattering  demonized for it, but we never stop to question
adjectives, such as unfeeling, rigid, bossy, ruthlessir belief of why family life must be solely the
and domineering. They are not considered to beesponsibility of women.The overarching
or eal wo menao. I t i s g ypatriarehal csgstem @revalénd in seciety affectse
| eader be -draibred d 29106 a(nowdmenvaalhspheres)iccluding the political.
bitchd) yiscomsigered mferiori dut the
alternative of female masculinity is derided even ~ The need of the hour is recognition and
more. redressal of these concerns over unequal
treatment of women in political spaces. Women in
With such harmful stereotypes floating politics musbe empowered and given a platform
around and other societal barriers there are alreatlyspeak instead of suppressing their voices. Lone
a limited number of women in political spaceswomen at the top cannot hope to bring about
Attempts are made to supps the voices of these much change alone without a supporting system
women participating in politics in a variety ofof adequate female representation at every level of
ways. They are mercilessly mocked online bine political system. Mos®men in political roles
trolls. A recent study by Amnesty Internationalare essential. The 2010 Women's Reservation Bill
found that one out of every seven tweets directetb reserve 33% of all seats in the Lok Sabha and
at women politicians in India are eitherthe state legislative assemblies for women is still
oprobl ematic or a b us i vpendling inkhe maian patiamerd. tn 499%Fraace n C
uncommon. From Smriti Irani and Jaya Prada tavas the first country in the Wbto introduce a
Atishi Marlena, women in political spaces areompulsory 50 per cent gender parity provision.
subjected to objectification and slobaming by  Political parties are required to ensure the equal
their opponents. These attacks in the form of slyepresentation of men and women on their lists of
remarks and sexigbkes, sometimes delivered candidates for most elections. Mampliance
directly to their face in parliament, cross the linavith the 50% parity rule (only 2% diffeenc
into sexual harassment. allowed between the number of female and male
candidates) results in a financial penalty. The first
Young firsttime MPs from the Trinamool major impact of the quota was in 2007, when the
Congress Mimi Chakraborty and Nusrat Jahapumber of women in the French parliament rose
were intensely ridiculed online for simply wearingo 18.5 per cent. A record number of 38.8%
western outfits to parliament. Male politicians arguomen were electat the 2017 French legislative
never scrutinised and judged so harshly for theislection and sit as deputies in the 15th National
appearance. FormeSUpresident Barack Obama Assembly of France. This optimistic picture of
made it his custom to only ever wear grey or blugso me n 6 s representation
suits, while in sharp contrast the world eagerlpolitics sadly remains an exception, rather than the
dissects every outfit Kate Middleton sports, andiniversal norm. Great stride® still to be taken
nit-picks on Hillary Clinton's fashion choices. for women to make political spaces truly their

_ _own, and share them with men on a truly equal
The press questions female le@dersfooting.

legitimacy and competence. The family life or lack
thereof of women in politics is made a public X,y
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When Revolution Is a She:
A Historical Narrative on the Women of Manipur

Kimbiakmawi
B.A. (Hons) History, First Year

TW: Mentions of sexual assault and violence

The northeastern region of India has English. This movement sowed the seeds for a
always remained aloof from "mainland” India series of new economic and social reforms within
due to thenarginalization of the region from the the state in the early 1940s. The stiofiuhis
rest of the country. Manipur, though largely little war can mainly be attributed to the oppressive
known to most, has seen instances of extreme economic and administrative policies of the
atrocities. It is infamous for being a militarised Maharaja of Manipur. There wias examplea
and insurgent zone for decades. Most of the rei mposi ti on of the 61 al
citizens of Manipur ha®zen deprived of their male members of the society were forced to do
basic rights and have often seen the use of work for fredor 1015 days. The spread\adpi
violence. These long decades of extreme Langave a voice to the once voiceless people of
exploitation have been a major driving force for Manipur, sepecially in terms ofesolutely
the dissatisfied public to resort to protests against questioning the policies of the rulers. It later
the various injustices meted out at them. evolved and accelerated the movement for
Throughout Manipur's history, we have seen a important administrative as well asstitutional
tremendous scale of women's participation in the reforms.

political arenas, with instances of them leading . .
major protests all across the state. The Second Nupi Lan started with the

introduction of a colonial administrative system

The first trend of the Manipur women's  in Manipur. It was during this time that excessive
organized movement was witnesskding rains caused a lagmale disruption in the
Britishrule (18941947). The first women's war  production of rice in the state. The issue was
of Manipur broke out in the year 1904 when further exacerbated by the fact that rice was being
Manipuri women decided to team up and stand exported by the Durbar and Marwari
against the extreme injustices and manipulation businessmen, limiting its supply to the local
of the British authorities. The British  market. Hundreds of women took to the street
governmenimposed restrictions dhe flow of to protest in the heart of the capital, Imphal. The
free trade of basic commodities. It also ensured movement steadily garneredassive following
the imposition of forced labour. This severely of 4000 women. The namolent protests were
impacted the soceconomic conditions of the met with violence by the authorities. This led to
people, making it difficult for them to sustain an agitation between the Assam Rifles and the
themselves. They took a strong stance and women protestors in which some women lost
launched amovement against the colonial their lives. This incident looms large in the
authorities. The agitation marked one of the first memory othe people of Manipur and stands as
major successes of the women's movement, a longlasting legacy of the unsurmountable and
when women managed to save the Manipuri men indomitable spirit of women.

from forced labour and extreme oppression.
The second phase of the women's

Another pivotal landmark was the Second movement in Manipur continued even after the
Women'sWar in Manipur in 1939, commonly  annexation of Manipur by India. This system of
known as the Nupi Lan. The Nupi Lan is a integrating Manipwvith the centre was met with
Mani pur i term tr ans| atstromgresistamce.d was imthenlighs of thve &aridus i
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protests and conflicts arising in the state, that the Even today, in this highly globalised and
youth turned to arms and substance abuse. Theeverchanging world, we can see the legacy left
second phase was firmly established when behind by the women's movements all across the
women decided to organise tketmes and fight state. An important example would be the Ima

against the prevailing social injustices and Kei t hel , whi ch transl at e:
prevalence of addiction amongst the Manipuri now stands as an important commercial hub with
me n . The oAl I Ma n i p wozens W eshogsiined WoThe naatket has made

Ref ormati on and Devel amame fortitselSas the laagesidinenorarket e d
for bandhs all across the state, further in Asia. Even in the present context, thousands
intensifying the campaign. eTiMeira Paibis of women from dlparts of Manipur have been
started to submit their demands to the mobilised to be active in the political sphere,
government, demanding the immediate taking inspiration from the struggles of the
implementation of prohibitory law, orders women who came before them.

against intoxication and alcoholism, an

immediate halt of the price surge of basic As rightly highlighted by the UNICEF,
commodities, and peaceful negotiatiotvsden othe Manipur story ind
the government and the insurgents. It was during participation by women public affairs can and

this time that despite a patriarchal resistance, does contribute to better conditions for children
women came to the forefront and led the fight and soci ety at | arge. o
against alcoholism and drug abuse, famously full of testimonies highlighting how the
known as the 6Night P asuecessiyl epartcipaiieny & nvemen gin the h e
patrolled the teeets during the night and €conomic and political sphere, shaped Manipur
punished men found drinking. Raids on liquor inwhat it stands for tod:
shops and systematic bans on the selling andhas completely revolutionised the status of
drinking of liquor were also implemented. This women in Manipuri society. Women in Manipur

movement catalysed the further mobilization of are now perceived as individuals whose limits
womenled Strugg|es all across Manipur_ extend beyond the domestic sphere to that of the

political, social and econami

The® movements have further paved the
way for the rise of inspiring women activists References
fighting against the despotic conditions under
which the people of Manipur live. One such 1 Ni ngthouj a, Mal em (2003
remarkable woman is Irom Sharmilawho was the Mo Vv ement i iRevdiionarypDemocracy
face of the ant\FSPA movement in Mamnir. Vol. X (2),
She fasted for almost two decades as a response September,https://revolutionarydemocracy.org/
against the implementation of the AFSPA act in rdvana/women.htm

certain parts of Manipur T Chakraborty, Shruti (20
P pur. RememberinghiMamirgwr 688Nup

Another important moment of resistance mov e me n e, oScroll March 8,
P https://www.google.com/amp/s/amp.scroll.in/

was the Manipuri women's protest against the article/955381/womergayremembering

rape and killing of Thangjam Manorama by the  manipurshistorienupianmovements

Indian Army in 2004. This protest took an ¢ ojnam, Aruna Chanu and Purnima Thoidingjam
unconventional approach in which women (2020) , OA Brief Review
protested naked in front of the Kangla Palace, Womends Move meAsian Review da n i
urging army men to come and rape them as a  Social Scigncél. 9 (2) Julpecember,

response to the atrocities inflicted upon https://www.trp.org.in/issues/driefreviewof-
Thangjam. Their newviolent protest servexs a meirapaibia-womensmovemern-manipur
lens through which we view the subjugation of

women by the state. X .y

L
Folwl >
JIO\)(\b( L ‘Reclaiming Spaces & Shattering Boundaries’

P



Page8 l

Women In K-Dramas

Isha Anthony,
B.A. (Hons) Economics, First year

K-dramas have become a huge sensation in dependent on the male leads, soon losing a
the entire world, especially in our own country. distinct part of their identities. Their entire life
Most of the credit goes to the pandemic. In 2020, revolves around the whole romantic relationship
when everything was shut down and people had and the challenges it brings with it.
nothing to do, kdramas came to the rescue.
These dramas have always been around but they It is important to remembehat South
gained more prominence during the COYD Korea is a very patriarchal society and this plays
pandemic. At a time when everything became & major role in the kind of content that they put
uncertain, these shows provided a sense of calmOut. South Korea generally upholds the belief
and an alternate utopic world toviswers. K that women should be fe
dramas contain that happy and faily feel, considered attractive, which is why the female
making them extremely popular. People want to chagacters are mostly portrayed according to the
escape into a worl d whepventiopg jfemigige ideale fog ta fgmaley

dark. There are different genres idr&mas but character to be seen as
the genre that i scotnhe FWysValues apghng te keepsthe meedspf her
for al the reasons that | previously stated. partner before hers (a sdike individual).

However, this is not thesmfor all the dramas.

And, this is also how my personal journey Many upcoming dramas have female leads who
of watching Kdramas started. One of the first  are not shown stereotypically. A breath of fresh
things that | noticed in these shows, other than ajr is also being brought by woroeiented
the beautiful cast and scenery, were the femaledramas. This evolution has a lot to do with the
characters. In most of the ovas, especially the  fact that several female directors and writers ar
older ones, women are shown as dafmsels  increasingly becoming a part of this industry. The
distress. They are almost always portrayed asincreased employment of women has led to a

being very clumsy and always messing things upmore sensitised representation of female
They either keep falling for men, both literally characters.

and romantically or t hey j ust dondt have a
personaly of their own. Often women are Earlier, under the male gaze, the camera
shown as characters who need a knight in shiningused to adopt a heterosexual, distinctly
armour to come and help them or save them. Voyeuristic perspective as women served as the
Even if a woman i s por objeetgndmenhesamp the baager opteetlopkoln g ¢
bassertived she i s madseveralKiamgsikissing scenesglemonstiate as t
is portrayed as a charagtbp has no emotional skewed sense of power dynamiu$ lack of
intelligence and is very cold towards everyone. female agency where the male lead was always
There has also been a constant representation ofshown as initiating the kiss while the female lead
the strong and assertive female lead who evolveswas presented as a passive and lifeless recipient
into a milder, submissive and docile character with her eyes open. Often such representations,
after being involved in a complicated love leave their female viewers uncomfortable for it
relationship. Women turn out to be weak and seens like the kiss is naonsensual and the
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female character is the victim of Realetred million KRW (about $89,500 USD) per episode
demands of the market. for a drama series production. This number is
significantly lower than the average salary of
200 million KRW (about $179,000 USD) that
most male leads receive per drama epihile.
100 million KRW (about $89,500 USD) is still
a large sum of money, compared to that of Kim
Soo Hyun and other male actors, it is a fraction
Nevertheless, things are gradohiyiging of what male actors receive. Different industry
in Korea. With the increase in female writers and nsiders state numerous reasons behind the pay
directors, the tables have been turned and many giscrepancie®ne reason that was brought up as
stories have started dhSigihnt wal e Lt tfafMRdmss uidhy? ©
Women have stad writing the kind of stories  qcu5 more heavily on the male lead rather than
they want to see, this has resulted in dramas likeihe female lead. Another argument compared the
Neverthelegsich shows a female lead who has onyarity of male versus female leads overseas.
desires, wants to explipdy&laifed "thatStfeXsHidy abf ladtor RN A |
shamed for wanting to do so. And of course, the dependent on their popularity overseas and plays
director of the show is a man. Another drama a major role in the wage gap. It is just a matter of
calledMy Namalso shows a female lead who is  (ime until the hypocrisies of these excuses will get
a trained assassin bulyndsiih Othere? is Val dodsiBiliy” tha? Bhd
complex past story with a complex personality. gmergence of female oriented dramas will play a

Again, written by a female writer. At the end of ;e in decreasing the wage gap in the industry
the day, who can tell the story of a woman better

Furthermore, in Kdramas, only men were
shown as sexual beings who like to enjoy
pleasure, and women were increasingly
represented as beingso are too naive to even
know what pleasure was.

than a woman herself. Thisgaoge is good, even Xy
t hough i1itds sl ow. Some change is better than
change.

As | researched more, | found out about
the major wage gap in the drama industry, arising
from the wage gap in the country as a whole. This
also plays an important role in thenteot

creation process. I n 2020, l ed oI
Okay to Not be Okayd made he not only
for the new and interesting storyline but also N

because of the male | ead Y pay pe

episode. According to news reports, Kim Soo
Hyun received 500 million KRW (about
$440,000 USD) per episode, excluding the
money that the show made from advertisements.
This compared to the pay of his female
counterpart in the show is a lot! According to
reports, it was difficult to find -Wst female
actors who resived a salary of more thari00
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Film Review:
The Great Indian Kitchen

Akansha Sengupta
B.A. ProgranmHistory-English, Second year

The Great Indian Kitchedirected by Jeo
Baby revolves around the patriarchal
stronghold over Indian households. The
groundbreaking film is directed from the point
of Vi ew of t he
screenplay writing brings out the unspoken
horrors that unfold in the kitchen of many
orthodox ad supposedlydraditionab Indian
households. The plot revolves around a
newlywed woman, played by Nimisha Sajayan,
struggling to come to terms with the patriarchal
norms in her
the kitchen is familiar to almost all women
aaoss India, who have to bear the brunt of
patriarchy in their own homes.

The film explores the notion of an
arranged marriage in India, where getting a
wife is like getting a socially sanctioned slave.
Women often have to prove their worth in their
inlawb6 s houses. The
protagonist is a Sociology teacher, played by
Suraj Venjaramoodu, who can be seen
lecturing his students about a family. He says
that a family is a unit. However, this facade of
his melts at the doorstep of hisuse, wherein
his wife is forced to clean up after him. He acts
as the sole decisiemaker in the relationship
while lecturing his students about being
6equal sé6 in a family.
there is no representation of physical violence
in the flm, but the subtle cues of emotional
abuse and oppression are epsFsent
throughout the film. From the fathar-law
sweetly asking the female protagonist not to
work outside the home and the husband asking
her to comply with his demands, they silently
impose their will on the woman. It is just the

Jiovasa
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raw truth that Jeo Baby brings out through this
well-directed tale of sexism.

The film is far from an exaggeration, it is

kit c HlM and ggly fhg goint acogs; This fisythe

reality behind manythappy marriages. e

girl chops, grinds, sweeps and mops while her
husband does his stretching calmly. What
enraged a lot of viewers was the male
protagoni stés sheer deni
labour. The scenes showing how her faiher

lava negls thBesrpdad pastofifhgigg agd |

is unrelenting with his demands demonstrate

how gender roles are passed through
generations. The old man needs to be handed

his shoes and even his brusWomen have

always been confined to the kitchen, as the
popul ar saying gnés, haat
isthrough hisstomaahn But t he uncoi
closeup shots of leftover food, coconut being

i r o n \yroime, a kakingssink, and tlands lofepotsraad e

pans are central to the theme of the film, which
explores the solitary confinement of women in
the kitchken. The repeated scenes shot in the
kitchen tire out the viewer, however, it is a
calculated attempt on the director's part who
subtly asksi magi ne how Tfher ed
film reaches its climax when the two men
decide to go to Sabarimala for a pilgsge.
What 6s interesting is t
Viewers are appalled when the
protagonist is locked in a room while she
menstruates. Her husband shies away from her
touch and her presence during the days she
bleeds, of course, he does not want to be tainted
by her impurity. TheGreat Indian Kithen
makes practitioners of patriarchy squirm
uncomfortably in their seatsThe hours of
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slaving away in the kitchen are almost never doing. This iswhy t he pr ot agon:
acknowledged. The continued practice of the resistance is met with shock.
exploitation of women at the hands of men is

yet another aspect that is worthticing in the

The movie is a brilliant piece of

film. The mothefin-law is shown to be craftsmanship, despite being a Kadget film.
perfectly habituated to presenting herself at her The Great Indian Kitcherwith exceptional

husbandoés beck and _ ) ]
expects his wife to follow him around like alap ~ Pittér and unsavoury skcof sexism.

dog,

because t hat 6s

c a RCfing andgpowgiful bagkgroyind scqrey serveg & n

what he sxawy his mother

Book Review:

The Absence of Women - A Feminist Review of Frankenstein

Aditi Krishnamurthy,
B.A. (Hons) Sociology, Second year

~

il have

Plot

| dikes of which yoecart h e

scarcely imagine and rage the likes of which The story begins with Captain Robert
you would not believe. If | cannot satisfy the Valton detailing his expedition to theorth

one,

Mary Shelley, an English writer who
wrote during the 19 Century, is credited with
writing one of the first science fiction novels
ever- Frankenstein A gothic story about one

I owi || i ndul ge

t h Role gnicyrgspongence to his sister, Margaret
Walton Saville. A failed writer, hoping to

I Mary Shelley, Frankenstein expand scientific knowledge, Walton rescues

an emaciated man named Victor Frankenstein,
who is found freezing to death. Sensing the
same obsession in Walton thdestroyed his
own life, Victor decides to recount his story as
a warning.

man desperate to play God and his subsequent

fall into despair and griefFrankensteinhas

been i

mmensely influential in modeday

Born into a wealthy Genevan family,
Victor displays a strong thirst for knowledge

literature and media. Mary Shelley was the and a desire to understand the world from a

daughter of political

philosopher William very young age. At the

Godwin and Mary Wollstonecraft, the author of  parents adopt a young girl named Elizabeth

A Vindication of the Rights of Womene of

Lavenza whom he ends up marrying. Once

the earliest works of feminist philosophy. As  Victor leaves for university his scientific

such,
Shel

radical ideas and interpretasorof
|l eyds work are

endeavours grow much more intense until one
a mpday he sutdessfslly figurds oud how to dripartt a k

long for scholars to take note of the gendered life to inanimate matter. Thus, the Creature is

subtext present in Frankensteispecifically in

the absence of women.

P

e
oYl
JI Q \)( A ‘Reclaiming Spaces & Shattering Boundaries’

born, an 8 feet tall humanoid with yellow skin
and watery white eyes. Disged at the sight of




his own creation, Victor runs away and the
Creature is nowhere to be found when he
returns.

After some time, Victor receives a letter
from his father, informing him about the
murder of his younger brother William. When
he returns homeVictor sees the Creature
around the crime scene and correctly surmises
t hat he must be

The majority of the female characters are
portrayed as $kesacrificing and docile angels
and are frequently described by the men in
terms of their physical appearance, not their
personality. Victor 0s
the beginning of the story after taking care of
Elizabeth when she is sick from scarlet
fever. Thus, Caroline chooses to be an angel,
completely surrendering her own personal

r e s P 0 ReinfoR dn®desire’, and Enbistip dBatl @d nBifer O

murder. Even after being aware of the truth, seltsacrificing angels tend to do).

Victor |l ets Justine (his brotherds nanny) t a
the bl ame for the cg i me awhenddsoribisgrhié first @hcountenwith h i n
to stop her execution. Later, he is confronted by Elizabeth, Victor refers to her as hiooprised

the Creature who details how he has been gi ft and his possession.
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constantly ostracized by humans and treated
with cruelty at every turn. He demands that
Victor create a bride
alone anymore. Victor agressdo so when the
Creature threatens to harm those close to him.
Even though he agrees, Victor fears the
implications of creating a female companion
for the Creature and ends up destroying his
work, sending the Creature into a rage. Vowing
vengeance, th€reature kills both Elizabeth
and Henry Clerval
leaving Victor in a pit of despair. Victor then
chases the Creature to the North Pole, where he
is eventually found by Captain Walton. He dies
shortly after.

A Gender Analysis

Frankensgein is a predominantly male
oriented novel. Its narrative and storytelling are
always controlled by men. At the same time, it
boasts an abundance of subordinate female
characters that bring out the hidden and
apparent inequalities between the genders.
Male narration is used to show how women are
thought of and treated by the men in their lives.
The peripheral roles played by the women and
their absenceare an important part of the
novel 6s narrative.

P
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it is Elizabeth who must take on the
responsibilities of the mother of the household

while Wicton sotely puosue$ hisadreamseandi s n

ambitions. Caretaking duties are considered to
be hers alone and shedgpected to comfort
everybody. Wil liamods
continually describped by her outward
experience as exquisitely beautiful and
tranquil. Even when she is falsely accused and
executed, Victor prioritizes his emotions and

( V ianguishroges her ifdvV 0 € ¢ o Fabsarptiena [) f

continues later in the novel when he is
convinced the Creature wants to kill him after
he threatens to see Victor on his wedding night.
This directly leads to the death of Elizabeth.

Another important part of the story is the
De Lacey family whom the Creature observes
closely during his exile. Members of the De
Lacey family present a stark contrast to the
others present in the narrative as they
continually break traditional gender norms.
Felix De Lacey becomes a role model foe th
Creature who secretly observes his loving and
caring temperament. Since the Creature is not
born with an understanding of traditional
gender norms, he internalizes what he learns
from observing the De Lacey family. As such,
the Creature comes to acceptdaappreciate
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0femi nined i deal s a n d intdrestediirt aying God landkcreeatiny a bfé o r
Safie, a foreign woman in a relationship with  without the involvement of women. Therefore,

Felix is the only woman to not die in the novel female sexualitand autonomy become a threat

and the only one to challenge gender roles. She to Victor. Frankenstein thus destroys the nearly

is a traveller, in a time where exploring and completed female creature, setting the next set
traveling are considered a masculine activity. of events in motion. In this way, Shelley

She is also educated due to the persistenceof cr i ti ques Frankensteino:
her mother. Thus, the presence of a maternal completely masculine mode of reproduantio

figure and freedom allows Safie to aspire for and how the absence of femininity leads to

independence and knowledge. disastrous results. The lack of traditionally
' ) A feminine traits such as compassion, kindness,
When creating the femalémonsteq warmth, and nurture are the reasons behind the

Victor fears that upon creation she would gpandonment of the Creature and its
exercise her autonomy, that she could decide to subsequent experience with violenand
simply reject the other monster. This terrifies  gpyse. Mary Shelley presents a chilling
Victor as he believes this would enrage the  parrative about the real and tangible harm

Creature and make him an even bigger target. caysed by the negation of femininity.
He is also afraid of the geibility that the two

creatures would come to like each other and
procreate, producing a race of monsters. X,y
Frankenstein from the beginning has been
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SOLIDARITIES IN
CAMPUS SPACES:

REFLECTIONS FROM THE STUDENTS OF JMC




How were your interactions with other students
affected in the online mode? Did you feel that
forming a bond was difficult?

Yes, I did feel forming a bond was
difficult since I am the kind of person
who doesn’t believe much in online
bonding and physically getting to know
each other enables to understand the
other person’s nature in a better and
accurate way which in turn is the
foundation of bonding for me and that

I think the online mode has really affected the bonds these things weren’t allowed by the online

formed in college in both positive and negative ways. When mode.

I say positive, I mean that the online mode allowed the

students to interact with a lot of students. From following

tons of people on Instagram to meeting them in WhatsApp

groups I was able to interact with a lot of students across

courses and years which I don't think is possible in offline

mode. At the same time, this precisely is negative. That is, It was extremely difficult especially as an
even though we talked to a lot of people, we didn't have in- introvert who doesn't really like texting. I had
depth conversations. There was no sense of bonding or minimal interactions with people from my
closeness as you never got to know how the other person department and it mostly concerned work and
laughs at jokes or sits and so on. academics. The most interaction I had with

people was when we had shared work or group
projects and that helped a little with getting to
know people a little better. But overall it was
just really hard for me to find that core group
solely based on online interactions.



In the online mode, did you
feel like you're a part of a
bigger community? Could
you feel a shared sense of
solidarity  with  other
students?

"Yes, in a way we did feel that we were a part of a bigger
community. Our session was delayed, we all felt the
frustration of not being able to come to college immediately
and attending classes in online mode for months. In a way,
we had all been excited about going to college, exploring
the campus, meeting people there and we all wanted classes
to commence in the physical mode after sitting at home for

two years and attending online classes. '

"No. Talking in the online mode felt like so much work
after a year. Especially after boards where everyone’s
mental health was at its absolute worst. At the end of the
day even if students had something to say they mostly kept
shut because talking (that too online after already
attending 6-7 hours of work online) was very exhausting
and ended up being more frustrating than being a solution

to a problem. "

How has the situation changed for you in the
physical mode (especially being in a women's

college)?

(19

It has definitely changed for the better at least
for me. It's easier to talk to people when you have
shared experiences and are in the same physical
space. The campus has started to feel like a safe
space. If 1 ever wear any kind of 'revealing'
clothes, I do have some anxiety about being in
public spaces especially around men but that goes
away when I reach college. I mean I still worry
about other people judging me but that's kind of
different than being afraid for your safety.

99

College does sometimes feel like a sanctuary.

o6

It was an instant boost of my confidence when I
see other women my age or older (even the
teachers) carrying themselves so unapologetically
and it's great to be around women. I love it

b

personally.

The situation has changed a lot. Now that we are
attending physical classes, things are a lot clearer to
me. Travelling to and fro from college for four hours
daily has given me a sense of confidence that I can
travel on my own. Coming to college and finally
meeting and interacting with people physically has
been a lot of fun and I made new friends in the

process.
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