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A NOTE FROM THE PRINCIPAL

Jesus and Mary College wa
started in 1968 with the vision 0o
providing a meaningful, allound
higher education to young womeps
so as to enable their intellectul4
development, sharpen their socigh

é

%
B

minorities, growing communalism,
regional backwardness and deep
economic disparities play
themselves out and affect the lives
of students in subtle ways.
Students expectedly develop strong

conscience, and nurture the
fullest potential and selfvorth. The
College endeavours to build
compassionate, socially conscious and
independent women who can inspire, lead
and make a difference in society.

While we experience systemic
changes in the approaches to education, it
is our uppermost priority and

responsibility to respond in an optimistic
and positive manner towards making
higher education more accessible and
meaningful. To do this, we must accept
change and provide space for growth,
bring out the finest qualities of students
by harnessing every fat of their talent
and intellect In this vein, he faculty and
the institution at large strive to provide an
enriching space in which students gain the
confidence to participate in all spheres of
life with due responsibility and with the
zeal to transforngiven contexts and their
surroundings for the better.

Needless to say, we live in a far from
egalitarian society. Nurturing critical
minds, and building sensitive and
responsible young adults under the
prevailing conditions is a challenge
indeed. Often the given circumstances of
rampant gender discrimination, casteism,
stereotyping of linguistic and religious
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opinions and their own ways to
cope with surrounding realities.

It is these opinions, experiences,
energy and the willingness to defend what
I's right and just that
Centre seeks to harness and further
channelise towards achieving the vision
of the College. As one of our compulsory
societies, the WSC consciously nurtures
the creative dlents within students,
mentors sound research activities, and
works towards the intellectual enrichment
of students. This issue dfgyasareflects
such work, academic rigor and an
expression of commitment towards the
cause of women.

It is with much joy ad pride that |
congratulate the WSC members and
faculty advisors for their consistent efforts
at awareness building, and for providing a
safe, vibrant space for discussion. Despite
the challenges brought about by the
COVID-19 pandemic throughout the
acadenic year, the WSC has been able to
bring to fruition this magazine. |
congratulate the Editorial and Design
Teams for their exemplary work.

Enjoy the read!

Dr. Sandra Joseph
Principal

)



A Note from the Convenor, WSC

Our aim has been to make
Centre (WSC) is the nerve centg WSC activities as regular,
of a lot of rich academic | diverse, studententric and
discussion, continuous interfacg 3 q meaningful as posgsie,
with well-known scholars as wel irrespective of the continuous
as activists, student research, ang crunch in UGC funding and
wide spectrum of events, including despite the challenges of
several €f-beat ones. Apart from ~ managing everything online.
hardworking core team and a research cdihis past year, we strove to encourage our
comprising of students spread across 2300 odd student members to use the WSC
courses and years, the WSC has be@f 2@ platform through which they could
mentored by a team of dedicated teache?Stively engage wiit the gendered realities
from different departments. As the Convenopurrounding them; comprehend gender and
| have had the privilegef working with the sexualitynot in isolation from the axes of

following colleagues, who have been verflass’ caste, community, race, region, etc.;

valuable as Staff Advisors: Dr. Sharon Pillai€a™" about ongoing struggles; and to take
Dr. Anupama Srivastava, Dr. Jessy Philip, Df,psplratlon from organized, progressive

Priya Bhatnagar Babbar, Ms. KashiElua social - movements. *T“’Pgh a wide
. spectrum of events, we tried to ensure that
and Ms. Aneesh&uri.

there was something of interest for every

When we entered the new academi%tUdent member to engage with.

year in the summer of 2020, each of us Given our focus on mueheeded
knew that it would be an unusual andliscussion on burning social issues, the
difficult year in terms of the online mode ofWSC has organized dedicated certificate
teachinglearning that was to unfold. Ourcourse modules and workshops on issues
work as a Centre had been rudely disruptditke the lockdown, the deep crisis in social
shortly after the commemoration ofreproduction as exposed in the past one
International Wome s Daﬁ}‘Mamm yse ar , changes in the
2020 as the University did not open after thproblems with genderelated legislation,
mid-semester break. In this light, thdé¢ he al arming trends
anxiety of the new office bearers, Dhwanparticipation, growing caste atrocities, the
(President) and Riya (Vice President), abogtroblems of coming out, LGBTQIA+
the planning and execution of events wagritings from India, among many other
understandable. Howevewe have clearly issues. Through such activities the Centre
sailed through, and have remained one bfs exposed the student members to
the most vibrant and active -corrricular ongoing debates and literature. In the

societies of the college in the academic ye@focess, the WSC has tried to senei
202021. students by widening the expanse of their

The Womenos
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engagement with complex realities arountlakshmi Lingam (Tata Institute of Social
them. Apart from intensive training Sciences), Ved Kumari (National Law
workshops, certificate course modules andniversity, Odisha), Ruth  Vanita
the annual student seminar, the Centre hédniversity of Montana), Ritu Dewan
also used several staatbne events, as well (Indian Society for Labour Economics),
as online campaigns, blog writing andlayanti Kajale (Gokhale Institute of Politics
cultural programs like online film and Economics), Christa Wichterich (Kassel
screenings, powaoint presentations, openUniversity), Urvashi  Butalia (Zubaan
mic sessions, poetmeading, etc., to spreadBooks), PraveenaKodoth (Centre for
awareness and inculcate critical thinking?evelopment Studies), Panchali  Ray,

among the members. Cynthia Stephen, among many others.
The Centre has also consciousigd Another rewarding experience was, of
up with prestigious research institutions "k%ourse, the annual student seminar, which
the V.V. Giri National Labour Institute \ 5 g host ed as part o f
(VWGNLI, Noida), Rosa Luxemburd . o mmemor ati on of I nterna

Stiftung (Berlin), Centre for Budget andDay (WD) and its festival, Jagriti.
Governance Accountability (Delhi), Sal‘OjInIAlthough every gar, IWD and Jagriti are,

N_fl‘_i d I“ Ce “lht_ re f”° ' xvocmﬁn{%lﬂo?atedstﬁréhghia%ést of plograts, 2
\I\//IVIDI?: Is amla,h De |)has well as O; err]including ajansunvaj street plays, songs,
tud St tot en ange the expﬁsured c; tt gtc., we did not let the ongoing closure of
_su ents 1o ongo.lng research and to '}ﬁe Universitg dampen our spirits. The cqre
international wo menos m e e k. p IS
team siaw ?g)roug a series of online events
I

regard, t h_e WS CO s é:]soall b uﬁo ajaériﬁezozf, L@kt ng
wor kshop with VVGNL .0 N IOI ﬁr fnd
] . culminated on arch 2021 'in our
Development: A Special Focusnothe | that ised of
Labour Policies for ma:wgrgn%pl)ﬁoglrawo ralé 8?&2@”8(3{ OKa?nnd
the interactive workshop organized Withor] IN€ public ectu.re_ y vocate |r_t|
ingh, a noted activist of the progressive

assistance from Rosa Luxemburg Stiftungs,

which was titled ﬁDW%ﬁn%@QJSest/Y?Werll‘temf A i 4tn§j'
Abroad: Critical Questions and Soméhe studer_1t se_n_unar Whe.re 15 papeosni
Reflectionsod, off erdgepsunjersiies nindia were, presqnigd, ¢ o
indeed. Itwas particularly interesting to!" the given context of successive

discuss with activists from ltaly, Spain and®nslaughts on democratic aspirations and
Argentina  the faultines  informing steady communalization of politics in the
mainstream feminism, as well as the natur@d to conceal rising inequalities in society,

of mass womends mothee WMBG gogsciogsty chose cthentheme

years. This apart, the WSC has consciousfy G € red Realities in Times of Growing

invited several notk scholars, including Aut hori tarianismo for It
scholar activists to conduct sessions witheminar. We were happy to receive quite a

the student members. It has been an horfew critically argued student papers, on

hosting scholars and academics likevhich our judges gave detailed feedback.

'~
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As part of our effort to inculcate | have sometimes wondered whether
socially meaningfl research, the WSCthe WSC has shaped the lives of its
launched three shetérm research projectsmembers in any significant way. In this past
and one longerm project, for which a year as | struggled to put a face with the
dedicated research cell was constituteiame, and often felestless staring at dots
Most of the research projects draw o®n the computer screen rather than actual
concerns stemming from contemporaneougces, | had my moments of selbubt. The
conditions such as the economialesocial € choi ng fAcan you hear
dislocation ushered in by the pandemicvas, needless to say, a dampener. Awkward
cumlockdown, growing dependence of theilences before one of the members
youth on social media platforms, etc. unmuted to speak or put downmething in

the chat box have been a part of our

The WSC started off its journey with€veryday experiences. As an advisor to the
much energy in August 2020 when thVSC, | have come to realize that the
college reopened for online teaching. In gensitization of our student members is an
remarkableadjustment to new conditions,0"90iNg process; a journey which some,
our second and thirgear members began to"aY be not all, will definitely see through.
attend events in the early evenings aftéfU’ role then as a Centre is essentially to
their regular online classes, and even sign@foVide a window for comprehending the
up for workshops and modules slated fgfncomfortable reall_tles that surrognd us as
Saturdays. A burout was expected, yvomen.. We  strive 1o p_rovyde the
especially as theesior years stepped irnomformatlon on debates on social issues and

the semester examinations in Decemb&l trajectories of social movements. We try

2020. What charged us up as a Centre w%?s provde.a nuanced and not an .a.bstract,
. text - bookish, clasg caste/ race- sanitized
the entry of our firsyear members, who

entered the scene in the tail end of the Iag?flmtlon of gendered experiences. We seek

: to provide contacts and channels of
semester. Our firsfear members have o . . .
: communication with progressive forces in

brought so much more energnto the

our society. That our members use such
WSC, and we have been happy to note that y . »
. . exposure to écome informed, sensitive

WSC events are increasingly attended by a .
. . : . women with empathy towards and
relatively quiet yet attentive audience of our
first-year members. This was also evident 'Qomethmg that only time will tell. At least,

the seriousness with which they have takqn

on tasks, be It in the reseh Ce"’_ or work years and feel that no one told them that
on the WSC blog, or the transcription Wori?ights and justice are nevervgn: rather

of the Centre. they are fought for and taken.

* % k% *

Dr. Maya John
Asst. Prof., Dept. of History ar@onveno, WSC
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The Womends St udimtjustCeenairt a peatfotmg
has attempted to establish a legacy for ofwr raising awareness an A
future office bearers, team heads and copgoviding training on [

online campaigns, (soon to be publishedgminist themes, but it
research projects, and by reviving oufunctioned as a cohesivg
annual Society magazine, Jigyasa The team working to evolve
society continuously adapted to then understanding of thée—=
challenges of functioning during acontemporary movement that was at once
pandemic by effectively utilizing the onlinesocially and individuall significant. By
mode. We invited renowned speakers tallowing space for personal change, the
discuss politically and culturally relevantCentre has deeply impacted me in my
issues, and to create an intersectiontthjectory as a feminist and gender activist.
platform whih allowed space for activism .
and forging meaningful student solidarities. | would like to thank my Core Team
We responded to brutal acts of gentased and Vice President, Riya, for making this
violence through creatively conceptualize@cademic year a success. From our imignt

placard  campaigns and  solidarityneetings to last minute crises talks, we have
statements. truly been through it all! It has been a

. special yet difficult year, full of working
As the President of the WSC, kogether and understanding each other. In
attempted to cate an inclusive and safeyis amazing and beautiful journey, it is
environment for all our members throughyiqent that every single one of theam

organizing open mics, poetry readingSyompars has put in their heart and soul into
discussion circles, and short film

screenings. Our team consistently angi']e functioning of the society, and | thank

tirelessly  handled  several  projectg©y for that dYou contirgjg to inspire me
simultaneously. As a result, the WSC dif V € " Y ay. lgning

Dhwani Jaisingh
President, WS@BA HonsEnglish Ill Year)

* % k% %

My journey with the Interacting with the scholars and
Womenods St u ddctvists whee patticipated in the various

an adventure. From theorgarised this academic year was enriching
novelty —of organising as well as exhilarating. The involvement
events in the online modegng enthusiasm of our members was
to increasing our social something that motivated me and gave me a
. media  presence,  MYcense of purpose. | hope to keep growing
learnings at the Centre have been manifol nd learning with the WSC, learning to have

The support of our very enthiastic Core _ "\ tar underanding of the gendered
Team made the experience a lot MOIe 14 around us. and to fight on

valuable. And, working closely alongside
Dhwani, our President, has been inspiring. Riya Arora

Vice President, WSC (BA Hons. Sociology Il Ye

JIGYASA
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| came on board thig - WSC this year. The sheer volume of
Ashi po, S0 ‘ work pataldgued ® the calendar is
February of this year, as mentgr testament, of course, to the
to the students involved with th dedication of every member of the
WSC magazi ne. WS@,, studeénd sor aculty, to
been exciting working closel contribute  meaningfully to the
with Snigdhaa and Riya an@ success of the society. But most of
other members of the student editorial andll it is testament to the tireless commitment
design €ams to give this issue digyasaits of Dr. Maya John, Convenor of the WSC

current shape and form. and the driving force behind it for the last
few years.
Qur t heme t his year i s Aidentityo,

more specifically, theodpaliiktei ctso athdk g !l aki §
identityo. The mag atankeverynfembérioVthedtadént éditotiad f ou
sections. The first section offers aand design teams, helmed by Snigdhaa and
representative selection oforse of the Riya, respectively. | am especially grateful

stellar work at the WSC that aligns with ougp every scholar, activist, faculty and

chosen theme: transcriptions of onlingy,dent who has contributed to this
interactions and sessions with scholars anfagazine, sometimes on very short notice.

activists of repute; the best papers from th§, ~ Anipama Srivastava deserves special

annual student sgmina_rs 2020 & 202%hention for generously helping us cepy
hosted by the WSC; a brief but hanairite- ot - anq proofead the contributions we

up of the four research projects undertakerne ceived in Hindi May a6
by the WSC,; and, finally, a poster collage a '

Support and ding board. And finall
a visual referent. The second segmentUploor and sounding boar nd naty,

consists of the takeaways of students alégany thanks to the Principal, Dr. Sandra

faculty who attended and/or conducte oseph for al _|9t|tl_Jt|onaI encouragement
) - and smooth facilitation.

various workshops and certificate course

modules. The third part features

explorations of, and ruminations on the l'tos been a month or

theme of identity by our students in thé)utting this issue ofJigyasa together:

form of poetry, fiction, critical essays a<collaborating, brainstorming, occasionally

well as photography and artwork. Thdutting heads, tracking submissions, editing
fourth and last section of the magazine is@° P Y. Proof r eatdvhieg. |
calendar that provides a meticulous! f what weove put toge
enumeration of all the events, programme&nds edifying and engaging, if not ireal

online campaigns, etc., organised by thearts, atleast, in parts!

tNn

t
t h

* * k%

Dr. Sharon Pillai
Asst. Prof., Dept. of English, and Staff Advisor, WSC

JIGYASA
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It was back in January 202[L = when these come from placdsadtifice

that the editorial team of the WSEa, ‘ or from pretensions to perfection, is more
started brainstorming about what the  SSEs or less doomed to failure. Deconstructing
central theme ofiigyasa the WSC ' onebs identity, recogn
Magazine, should be. Together, the ” that are fascinatingly paradoxical at

team came up with a long list times, is what takes true courage. This

topics, issues and contep as magazine is a fine blend of the creative
possible options. After endless bac and the critical, assertive and reflective,

and fort hjigyasat wh ¢ n utspoldichlsahdepersomhl exploration of the multi

i terally means A ¢ wimensianal natyré of identityh a t IS wh at

convinced us to explore the conundrum of . .
iidentityo in this is ne of this would have come to fruition

Wltﬁout the efforts and hard work of the entire
As the world evolves, our identities evolveeam, for which | am extremely gratefilipyasa
too. But in addition to being dynamic, identities202021 started out as a rough yet complicated
are also inconsi st erndea imoudminfis; whggmeaeivee dnstintiige op | e
identities are multiacetted and ultimately a sumsupport from the convenor, Dr. Maya John and
of different pieces or parts. While we strive fothe staff advisors of WSC. At each step, Dhwani
equality and fight against injustices, we forget thend Riya stood with the team and brainstormed
hard journg we have undertaken to becomendlessly to uwterstand what we wished to
strong and aware individuals who can see teemmunicate through the chosen theme of
flaws of society. The roads we have travelled tdentity. The constant guidance and endless
become resilient and informed has changedusdre di cati on of Sharon maoa
a fundamental way, enabling us to see tla@visors of WSC, helped us visualize how
inequities around us. While these battlesfight  Jigyasacould be shaped.
are important, it is also imperative to explore and

understand who we become as we live, grow ang.t _Inl t?e end, | WOL.Jk.j like ;EO ';[/Ta;[hﬁ ergtlre
learn through that process. editorial team comprising of Michelle Sanya

Tirkey, Manjri Nene, Riya Kapoor, Jahanbi
Identity, a simple word, raises complicate®ingh, Akanksha Sengupta, Srushti Sharma and
guestiond questions to do with silence,Sania Javed for their hard work and enthusiasm. |
acceptance, evolution, transitiorglienation, also thank the design team, comprising of Aleena
resilience, and the personal battles that we figierghese, Ndwsa Sehar, Pratishtha Jindal,
on a dayto-day basis. Curiosity, with its Radhika Bhandari, Rishita Kishore Shah, Sehar
associated sense of intellectual inquiry and pepBgbharwal, and Visheshta Sharma, who stepped
energy, is just what is needed to read tie at the last moment and helped us realise our
palimpsest of identity marked by the scrawl ofision with their art.
prescriion and taboo. A curious mind, keen to
learn, will always want to discover themselve
and look at others through fresh and searchi
lenses.

Working to put together this issue of
yasahas been a source of immense joy for
e; it has given me learnings that | will take with
me forever and set me on the journey of
The Japanese art form Kintsugi teaches dgscovering my own identity anéaa journey |
about the beauty in brokenness. It paves a pattwagh for all the readers. Bon Voyage!
acceptance for thabscure, disavowed aspects of
ourselves. That is exactly what the magazine
team wanted to share with the readers. Accepting
ourselves, broken bits, warts and all, is tough. But SnigdhaaGhai
trying to practice selbve and humanitarianism,  BA Hons. English Ill Yea& Editor, Jigyasa

* k k%
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Exploring Axes of Inequality: k.
| Highlights from the WSC Events | |

s

Art Credit: Design Team
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WSC Certificate Course Module on Public PraveenakKodoth
Health and Global Care Chains conducted on Professor, Centre for Development

239 January 2021 Studies, Trivandrum

Professor Praveenaodoth: | will be India, (from my own work). The global care
addressing three interconnected shbmes, chain framework has been formulated largely
which are: from the standpoint of the Global North and is

. . ~ not adequately informed by the details of .

.( 1) How 1In d aos € fidn& Usla® nproQis?oKs' §nd - poliifiys I
pertains to women dom_estl_c workers anﬁiameworksof the Global South. Again, there
nurses, Is gendered. | will first lay out thefa\re two aspects here. First, a point that the
policy and illustrate how it is gelered, lobal care chain frameV\’/ork takes into
focusing mostly on domestic workers becaus%C count, that womends mig

policy on nurses, until recently, was no xistin

) . : . g care arrangements at the source. We
dlffekrent frogn that which pertained t? Sk'”e'ldmI ust recognize here that families at the seurc
WOTKETS. 0, nurses  were not realyq riarcha] and that care arrangements

~ a
demarcated for ”Spe%m&h%eﬁk%&&ﬁ&%&e i fof ough
restrictions) or adversely affected women omen Womenés mi gration
domestic workers were. Since 2015, howeveéecause it'takes the cayeviding woman
th‘?fe has bgen an effort to control thﬁway from the site of care. Second,.how does .
mi gration of hurses_angd, & i0c°'y an i NhelslreaScltl o
StOI?thn llltself. : ¥V'|l deqln ‘év'th it only (the first and second sub themes) and societal
peripnerally as my focus will be on Womerberceptions of migrant women, which is also

domestic workers. linked to state policy, affect the ability of

(i) The secad subtheme, related to migrant women to translate the gains from
the first, pertains to the effects of policy oPverseas migration into wedeing for
womendés migration. themsaldeg andntaely &éamiigsd |Ihiscapn
restrictions on their migration affected womeigsue that is really at the very core of the care
domestic workers? | will look at two aspect§hain.
here: one, the paths through which women To
migrate in theace of restrictions and two, the
effects of policy restrictions on Indian

begi n, | et me pl a
migration in perspective. It is not well known

« | b K that India is a major source of women misrant
\{'Vh(') mebnﬂ;) S I a dg ur r:na r I.\}30 kersptB ?hﬁ. 'd&le Easte?nv (%lﬁn iees,a S -
IS su €me alSo addresses now po I(@épeciadly workers at the lowest end of the

e e s Moo 8K i 1156 hierarchycelndia
women whomiarate or expand theng whichOf nurses across the world. In fact, India and
en whomig P the Philippines are the two largest sources of
has implications for the rating of women on : ) .
internationally migrant nurses. Indian nurses
the overseas labour market. .
are largely from the state of Kerala, which has
(iii) The third aspect is theare chain| historically dominated overseas migration in
will examine the global care chain frameworlthis profession. Ind, like the Philippines, is
critically from the source end of migration inalso a leading source of women domestic

the Global South(from the literature) and workers in several of the Middle Eastern

JIGYASA
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countries with the difference that unlike in thenardals and I 6m tal king

Philippines, women from India lackf ami | i arity with Andhr a

recognition as they are not visible in theonducted field work there, there are these
migration statistis from India. mandalsor taluks where women are more

than half of all migrants. So, it depends on the

Kerala and Andhra Pradgsh (AP) Ar€cale at which you are examining migration.
the largest source states of migrant wom al e matters because

domestic workers from India. Women starte igration is spatially clustered in specific

to migrate to the Middle East in the 19508, qions of southern India and two, the bulk of
maybe even as early as the 1940s. They w men migrants in the Middle East are

working as domestic vv_c_>rl_<ersn the Middle clustered in two occupations, domestic work
East much before Filipina women. The 4 nursing

Philippines has followed a policy of
promoting wodhwehicblasisi g rlamimmdiul of the sizeable migran
own negative impacts as it does not generatewomen in the IT sector, but IT workers are
employment at home. Therefore, women havargely bound for the OECD countries.
few options at home and may be undédurses migrate all over the world but a major
pressure to migrate. But the Philippineglestination of Indian nurses is the Middle
extends strong support to migrant women, iBast. Estimates from destination sources
terms of skilling prior to migration and inindicate that there are over 2 lakhdian
laying out an infrastructure for the protectionmigrant domestic workers in the Middle East
of those workers to the extent that is possib&nd between 2009 and 2013, about 10,000
in the Middle East, which is knowior very women were recruited through regular
repressive policy frameworks when itchannels each year. This is official data from
concerns migrant workers as a wholghe Indian state and | mention these years
Overall, the Middle East is the largesbecause after 2013, state policy became
destination of Indian workers and thisisquite x t r emel y repressi ve. I
well known. | must also mention that thevhere you can see that the number of
Middle Eastern countries have more Indiamigrants nosedived after 2014. But even
workers than they have nationals in thosehen the official figures are low, the reality is
countries. That is to give you a sense of hothat there is considerable irregular migration.
big the migration is from India. But the Indianin fact, there is an inverse retmship
state provides little protection to its workers ifbetween policy restrictions and regular or
the Middle East. legal migration

Survey data on migration from India, For nurses, there was no official data
which is avaihble for Kerala, Tamil Nadu andprior to March 2015. That was when the
Goa shows that only 15 to 20 percent of alhdian State started to control the migration of
migrants have been women and only half afurses, but from 2015 up to January 15, 2021,
this 15 to 20 percent, have been workers. Soy which | urced data through an RTI,
you can see that at this scale, women migrar#4,838 nurses were recruited to the Middle
have been only about ofiéth of all migrans, East. You can see that it is a considerable
and an even smaller proportion of them amumber of nurses and this is after the State
workers. If you take a different scale introduced control over migration.

because womendés migration is highly spatiall
clustered compared to ményou find areas Two questions were raised: Why do
wher e womenos mi g rwentem onigrate itos theMibldleg Baét yfor

concentrated. Therefore, if you take thredomestic work where there iso much
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exploitation, rather than to nations like the why you find that there is still a fairly strong
US and Canada where the laws are relatively r e nd o f womends migrat.
stringent against exploitation of womelgit East, despite a fairly longstanding repressive
not the responsibility of the United Nationemigration policy adopted by India. It is true
Commission on the St of Women to that there are incidents of abus4t it is also
protect these women workers from th&ue that we know only one side of the picture
exploitation that takes place in the Middlebecause our media, as well as our government
East? policy tends to publicisenly the stories of
abuse. We are not adequately informed about
. the more routine, ordinary experiences of
Prof. Kodoth: Apart from the Middle women migrants. @ of i/he t?lings that

Easlt<, Indtlan womefnﬂ?lso mlgt;rgte afssdortr;]esw‘gppens when women migrate from a
WOTKErS 10 Some OT the countries ot SOUedsh viejar region is that there is a lot of

':‘AS'?’ L€, Slrlllgap(t)rel, Hlongd Iﬁngl’\l aNGhformation about that migration in the source
aiaysia as well as 10 Israél and faly. INow | egions. There is misinformation, but there is
you look at the ethnic composition of th Iso a lot of experience and a lot of

women who r.ﬂ'%ted :ﬁ ttfgﬁse different information which is dierent from what the
regions, you will ind that nere ar€ very.,qqiq highlights and the general public is
interesting patterns. It is Tamil women wh

) . . ware of.
migrate to Malaysia and Singapore and Goan

women migrate to Hong Kong. It is largely Moreover, there is something which
women from Kerala and Andhra Pradesh aretonomists call the demonstration efféct
from Goa who work inthe Middle East. More people in the source areas see for themselves
recently Tamil women also. Again, if youwhen migrants do well. They have come back
look countrywise, there are very interestingrom the Midde East; they are doing well.
patterns. So, from a particular region like th&his actually fosters greater migration. Part of
Godavari districts of Andhra Pradesh, wometiie answer to your question is the kind of
migrate to Kuwait. From Kadapia another networks that women have in these regions.
prominentso c e of wo me n 6 sButmpgtworks arg spawnes threugh a history
Andhra Pradeshi they go to Kuwait, but of migration. Migration to the Middle East
Saudi Arabia is also a prominent destinatioffom both Kerala and Andhra Pradesh were
Kuwait is an important destination of womertinderway by the mi@Oth  century.
from south Kerala but UAE followed by Interestingly, both Kerala and Andhra
Saudi Arabia are the important destinationgradesh had a prior history of migration to
from north Keala. From Kerala, you find that Southeast Asia. The milf" century marked
there is migration across the state, but & Sharp break as migration tumed west
clustered in the coastal region, highlanépwards the Persian Gulf. Demand for
region, and in the urban slums. It correspon@@mestic workers and nurses in the Middle
to poverty regions, though it is not the poore&ast Wlthmode_rnlzauon and the development
women who migrate. The women th)f the health infrastructure were, of course,
migrate sually are women with networks Important factors. But the clihing factors

That is really the answer to your question. Were —prior  familiarity ~ with  migrant
y yourq livelihoods and networks that were shaped

The fact that you find these patternshrough employment of Indian intermediate
actually tells you about the networks thagkilled workers in oil instalments controlled
different people from these regions havby the British in a large part of the Middle
fostered in different destinations, which irEast from the 1930s. In fact, it was
turn, reinfaces this migration. It is one reasorgoverned by the British from Bombay.
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In the early decades of the twentietiprocedure. We being people with higher
century, Malayalis already had relatively higkeducation have passports that are designated
education level and demographic transitioRmigration Check Not Required (ECNR).
had already set in among the ChristiakCNR/ECR used to be printed or stamped on
Community. So, there was scarcity ancdualp the inside of passports. BEQpassport holders
for jobs. Educated Malayali youth looking formust submit a prescribed set of documents to
jobs found their way to Madras, and Bombayhe Protector of Emigrants [POE], a Ministry
Recruitment to the Middle East was done iaf External Affairs (MEA) official. So, all
Bombay. Malayali youth were there andvorkers who have less than 10 years of
willing to take up migrant jobs. Theseeducation must obtain emigration clearance
connections also paved the way for th#om the POE in ordeto be able to migrate
migration of Malayali nurses to the Middlethrough regular/legal means. This is a tedious
East. bureaucratic procedure that requires a whole

~lot of running around to mobilize these

Women from Kerala entered intogocuments. People with little education find it
professional nursing right from the 1930sgifficult to navigate this process on their own
Notably, migrant Malayali nurses in theand usually seek the assistance of

Middle East were one of the channels foxtermediaries for which they pay sizeable
employment of domestic workers fromsums of money.

Kerala. Domestic wrkers also responded to o
opportunities  through  other  kinds  of The Emigration Act also
connections. The coastal sector people h#guirednandatorylicensing of recruitment
connections across the seas. They traver®@encies and prohibited safents and
Southeast Asia and the Middle East by bogommission agents. Now, these two
and were also present in Bombay, doing glirovisions had a big efté on the recruitment
kinds of informal seor work. These of domestic workers. Licensed recruitment
connections enabled migration of womergents operate out of the major cities and they
from the coastal communities as the waga® not have direct links in the source villages
were exponentially higher than could bef domestic workers in southern India. Prior
earned at home. to the Emigration Act of 1983, recruitment
. . . ., agencies mobilized recruits  through
Moving to the question of policy, | wish intermediaries who had direct links with the
to point out that there are basically two main ) : - :
sources of redation: legislation and source villages. With the abolition of an entire

government orders. Migration is governed IC;}i/er of intermediaries, it became very difficult

the Indian Emigration Act, 1983, and b or licensed agents to mobilize workers. This

government orders issued from time to timg0€S Nnot mean that r(lec_ruitr_nent of dotiees
within the broad framework of the 1983 ActWorkers was stopped; it simply moved to
Let us examine how the Emigration Act harégular  channels. So, legal changes

affected migrant amestic workers or aspiring contributed to a shift in recruitment from
women. regular to irregular channels, or, what is

o popularly called, illegal migration.
The Emigration Act creates two classes

of citizens. At present, all citizens who have =~ The ECR category was created to
less than 10 years of completed schoolirgjotect less eduaad migrant workers who

have Emigration Check Required (ECR)vere considered vulnerable to exploitation.
passports. All citizens who have ECREmigration clearance was the mechanism
passports are supped to get emigration through which vulnerable migrants were to be
clearance through a specifically designeprotected. Emigration clearance is required
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for only 18 countries which are known for What are the restrictionslgzed on
poor working condions and include all of the women seeking to migrate as domestic
Middle East. Verification of documents as avorkers? Women with less than 10 years of
condition for emigration clearance has natducation (in the ECR category) must comply
served to protect workers in the Middle Eastith additional conditions in order to obtain
where even regular migrants are abused. Bgnigration clearance. There is a minimum
make matters worse for Indian workers, thgge of 30 years, which has been imcgl
Indian stée maintains a paltry infrastructuresince1990s. In August 2016, recruitment was
for their protection. In this respect, theonfined to six specified statan agencies or
contrast with the Philippines is very Starkdirecﬂy by foreign employers through the
India has fa}r_ feyver embassy outreach Centr@ﬁ/ligrate website. To recruit directly,
than the Philippines. employers are required to obtain embassy

Regulatory changes made in Marc/ttestation of work contracts by pagi a
2015 brought nurses under tBER category. Security deposit of $2500. At present
As you knOW, nurses are h|gh|y educategmigration clearance is entil’ely through the
workers, and therefore, in the normal courseMigrate portal of the MEA, and private
would not be under the ECR category. Theffgencies or social networks are banned from
recruitment was also confined exclusively téecruitment. Unlike in the case of nurses,
two staterun agencies in Kerala. Thesdrivate recruiters did not challenge toisler
measures were taken to comligescale Of the government.
corruption by private agencies. Private  confining  recruitment of domestic
agencies  immediately  challenged  thgorkers to the statsector was a tricky thing.
government order and a few months later theyjor to the August 2016 order, none of the
MEA accommodated private agenciestatesector agencies had recruited domestic
through a new set of procedures. Foreigiorkers. They had recruited nurses before
employers were permitted to recruit througkhat, but not domstic workers. Pleas from the
private agencies on the basis of countns e | f Empl oyed Wo menods
specific orders obtained from the ProtectqSEWA) in Kerala, which organises migrant
General of Emigrants (PGE). The PGE igomestic workers to recruit, were ignored.
right at the top of the emigration bureaucracyptate agencies pointed to the irregular
There are about eight POE offices across tiactices that obtained in recruitment of

country that report to the PGE in Delhi. domestic workers to suggfethat their entry
into the sector would be a risk to their

The PGE is required to vet applicationgeputation. For nearly two years after the 2016
by foreign employers and can bar privaterder there was uncertainty because the
agencies named in these applications if thestipulated agencies did not embark on
are complaints against them. Howevegrganised recruitment. Of course, women
agencies can morph overnight throughontinued to migrate throughirregular
changes in identity and registration. Thehannels.

private ageaies were very quickly back in One last point on the issue of

business. The whole idea of confiningegulation, the security deposit of $2500
recruitment to stateun agencies in 2015 wasyhich was to be made to the Indian embassies
to combat corruption, but hastyby sponsors of women domestic workers was
accommodation of private agencies indicateslarge sum of money. Therefore, sponsors in
their influence with the government. the Middle East were quite happy to
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circumvent it brough irregular recruitmentwhi ch I ndia i s a signator
Kuwait objected saying that the imposition opolicy may also be characterised as

a security deposit infringed on its sovereigntgaternalist since it seeks to restrict the

and eventually banned recruitment of Indiafreedom and responsibilities of those
domestic workers in 2015. Other countriesonsidered weak or vulnerable, supposedly in
accepted the condition but there was largéheir own interests, much like parents may

scde circumvention through irregularr e st r i ct the freedoms of
recruitment. The security deposit was hei r own goodo. So, here
supposed to be used to repatriate wometate aying that this segment of women
domestic workers if they found themselves ioannot take care of themselves, they are not

trouble with their employers but it madecapable of shouldering this responsibility, and
recruitment so expensive that it pushetherefore, they need he restricted. A third

aspiring women 8b to seek irregular ways ofcharacterisation, evident in the kind of

going. As a result of these conditionsstatements that state officials make, s i
emigration clearance granted to wometerms of anationalist and patriarchal logic

nosedived from 10,192 in 2013 to 345 imunderpinning policy that represents women

2018. As regular or legal migration reducedjomestic workers or poorly educated women

there were reports of increased irregulaworkers as either too weak to cope with
migration, which couldbe more dangerous,overseas jobs or as unruly and eager to profit

unless workers are protected by stronfjom them, through illicit sexual awutties.

informal networks and connections in théfficials of staterun agencies express this
destination. fear when they say that the women who make

. ) .. good through migration are wiling to do
What is an appropriate characterlsatloﬁ t E i 9 9

¢ | qi F . i Xi c};{c‘). Such stat.eme
0 dn It'a 0 Sk ???VI ”gﬂz a k'ld e'les v8ne§s a¥d & mdad toprﬁaﬁgh alns
women domeslc workerss Well, three KinGg,, nan - 19 summarize, women domestic

of qhare_lctesiat!ons_ appear to _bg relevant. Thﬁ/orkers are seen as a potential threat to the
emigration policy igorotectionistin so far as implicitly patriarchal image of the nation.
it seeks to protect women through restrictions

on their mobility. Protectionism usually So how do women migrate in the face
applies to a policy of protecting domesti©f Severe restrictions? Migration  controls
industries by means of restrictions onefign ave spawned a complex nexus between

competition. In the migration context, a hightnauthorized intermediaries and aspiring
ranking official of the External Affairs women that eables women to circumvent

Ministry justified fegu tilor&%ngtorm@@t? Oi’e ?afoﬁhg i n t

ter ms: ithe best wa Onﬁréc'"rg'% t%zt\(x’/\\/lggnStZ%Oangr%?é WO me n

workers from abuse is to not let them go
all o. Cl eeacrtliyv,e tshei ess Wgﬁ(rﬁ@t conducted in 2013 in Kerala

. . r%desh were below 30 years on
mobility as a problem irrespective o
. T thelr first jouney. This is thextentto which
outcomes. As a restrictive policy is also

e ! the rule is flouted. False age on passports
response 1o epr0|tat|o_n_ by recruiters, there he'elps circumvent the minimum age criterion
a conflation of mobility and trafficking.

W|th ease.
Protectionism is also apparent in the ban o
migration of womer(below 30 years of age), There is also something called
which infringes on the provisions of thei pus hi ngo, whi ch I S a t

Convention on the Elimination of all Forms ofKerala and Andhra Pradesh. It means bribing
Discrimination Against Women (CEDAW) to an emigation official at the airport to allow
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the woman to go across the emigration cheeke illeducated. Policy makers fail to

without emigration clearance from the POBecognz e womenos aspiratior
The unauthorized recruiters know whiclwomen make decisions based on the

officials are willing to be bribed and <o information available to them. But policy

ordinate with these officials to send womegs ur bs have affected women
whenthe latter are on duty at the emigratiohave raised the cost of migration, reduced

desk. After the 2016 changes in rules, becaugetential returns and provide little incentive to

women are no longer permitted to migrat&omen to ivest in skills. When policy raises

through private intermediaries, the latter ha&€ cost of migration, it obviously reduces the

devised a way of tampering with visas sucfeturns for migrants. Though migrant

that an electronic work visa is digiy domestic work is generally better paying than
transformed into a visit visa. So, the originafomparable opportunities in India, a

work visa that a woman shows at the airpofestrictive policy has reduced the expected

of departure will appear to be a visit visa. ThEEturns.Therefore, aspirants are unwilling to

other technique is to travel on a visit visa to 2fVest in skills. This is where Filipina women
intermedi ate dest i n& € papadvantagg Now, inthe M'fjdéed-:rf"lsb oi ng
work in Kuwait, | will travel to the UAE on a /aoour market, rating for domestic work is

visit visa and from there go on my work viscceording to ethnic groups. Definitive wage

to Kuwait. These are the ways in which th ttﬁ.s are c:ug.ted fort;/]von;ehr]l'fro.m Ind?:e.‘l@
current rules are circumvented. lopia, India or the Fhillppines. Filipina
women have the highest market wages. The

So, what does all this say about policytinimum wages set by the Philippines is also
Policy is focused on the interminable task di i gher t han |l ndi ads mi n
closing gapshut as Stephen Castle, a wellmigrant domestic workers. So, irrespective of
known scholar of migration, explains,qualifications or skills or experiem, Indian
regulatory failures are produced by tha&omen are unlikely to command wages equal
economic and bureaucratic rationale of statt0 that of Filipina women. This is a
centric analysis, which assumes thdlisincentive to invest in skills and has a
migration can be turned on and off like a tafginforcement effect as it diminishes the
by appropriate pally settings. State ponciesreputation of Indian women. Indian women
may affect migration, but they do not drivévere the first foreign workers in the titile
the migration process. The failure to seEast, other than Arab women from other
migration as a social process undermines §Runtries, and they enjoyed a good reputation
understanding of the complex motivations dflntl| the _19705. Policy _has been !nstrumental
actors involved as well as the significance dff reducing the reputation of Indian women
connedons and networks that assisPOMestic workers.
m_igration. State_ policy is not at all con_cer_ned State policy has also had effects in
with the social dynamic underpinningierms of narrowingthe social and spatial
migration. Policy makers believe that morgjersity of women who migrate. Because
and more bureaucratic controls will preventojicy has led to unauthorized recruitment,
fundesirabl eo migr atg,0fireglidlifed andr8urm? Mdt arenbto P T ¢
think wheher stopping mobility is deSIrabIecommensurate with skills and qualifications,

ag?n‘ggati'; W?eljl?oﬂo toty:Z? Ilvgléhogds OTethqt has narrowed the social and spatial profile

oo gions S HERIE of women aspirants. So, migrant domestic
migration.

workers from Kerala are mostly from Other

Policy assumes that women flouBackward Classes (OBC) and women with a

regulations because they lack awareness detv years of education. They are mostly
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coastal sector people who are Catholic evo me n 6 s mi grati on at t hi
Muslim with a sprinkling of women from women are stigmatized because they are
urban slums and hitgnd areas. Their then blamed for going away and vacating
demographic profile is also distinctive with gheir care responsibilities they try to
disproportionately large segment of womegompenate in various ways. Expanding
outside marital protection, i.e., divorcedopportunites and upward mobility have
separated or not married. In Andhra Pradestgduced the stigma on migrant nurses,
migrant women domestic workers ar@llowing them to translate economic gains
disproportionately fromhe Scheduled CasteiNt0 @ certain degree of societal respect.
(SC). SCs, otherwise, have had very lityMarriage advertlsem_ents for brides with a
access to international migration in the posptated preference fanigrant nurses suggests
independence phase. This is particularly trj8at their overseas location and money are
of Kerala, but in Andhra, especially from Easte"@inly respected in Kerala. The growing
Godavari, over 60 percent of women migran umber_of ”_“_a'e NUPSES 1S also an |n(_j|_cat|on of
are from tle SCs. There is a fair segment o € .d(f.‘SIrab.Ih'[y of nursing opportunities and
SCs in the Rayalseema region as well b&?dmmg stigma.
OBC women were dominant in this region Coming to migrant domestic workers
owing to a sizeable presence of Muslims. Iwe find that repressive policy and its fallouts
Kerala, women migrate when there is &ave intensified stigma in source contexts.
certain kind of compulsion arising from theStigma was expressed differently in Kerala
breakdown of theconventional provisioning and Andhra Pradesh. | found this very
framework of marriage. In Andhra Pradeshinteresting. In Kerala, stigma was expressed
womenos mi grati on jagtoss sogial @nd spatial osatiofdaisaisn .
Married women migrate with support frompartly because of the universalization of the
their husbands. male breadwinner family. In Andhra Pradesh,
. ] . there was very strong stigma outside of the

~ How are_pollcy and its effects linked toy5in sending community. Among the
social disruption at the source areas @cheduled Castes, for instance, stigma was
migration. How does a policy of restrictions ot reflected in the narratives iet husbands
makg- the social dlsryptlon at the source worggs these women. Menos n
than it would otherwise be? Nurses are able §gqest a sense of being demasculinized or
migrate with .thelr spouses andN chllldren SRndered inferior because their wives
there is less Adisr ypylatbd MO fack fthey agprciad fnhéir" 9 € me
at the_ source. In_ .fact, migrant ladi nurses i v e s 6 contributions. Ho
con_stltute a S|gn|f|cant source of (_jemand fQhese communities, migration of womers
Indian domestic workers in the Middle Eastyagjcally seen as sexual servitude. Stigma was
Even if initially nurses are not be able F‘?ampant among the privileged castes and

only a small section of nurses who face this

disruption of carerrangements at the source ~ The global care chain has drawn
for a prolonged period. But nurses have beditention to how migration of care workers
subject to stigma, owing to the nature of theffom the Global South, that are the
work which involves touching and cleaning ofleveloping contries, depletes care provision
the human body and which brings them iat the source end. When women who are the
touch with bodily substances, all consideregrincipal care providers migrate, you have
polluting within a caste framework. This alsdamilies at the source deprived of their care
complicates the social disruption generated [$grvices, even as it gives employers in the
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Global North access to care workers dBlobal South are patriarchal. In actual
relatively low cost. Migration produces apractice, social solidarities are constituted and
hierarchical chain of reproductive labour afactured simultaneously by hierarchies of

kin networks of migrant women or low paidcaste, class, race, agelgratriarchy. As Paula

| abour take over t hdé&sgandmtheyferaimst schoBarmpomns sout,wo r k
in their own homes in the Global Souththere is no evidence that children whose
Drawing on the work of Rachel Parrenagnothers migrate (or families in which women

Arlie Hochsclild argues that employers in themigrate) are actually worse off than they

Global North extract surplus value becausaould be if these women had stayed.

part of thecost of employingcare workers

from the Global South is rendered invisible as.. However, the gains from wioe n 0 s

it is replaced at the source by unpaid work Orplg.ratlon may be congldera_bly reduced by. the
social cost of disruption of social

kin networks and not fully monetized or

. arrangements at home. This is linked ver
corrEensated. The Global North obtains Chea}ﬁoseg/ to stigma and the kind of gendesr/
workers.

norms and sexual norms that prevail. Despite

It is as if employers in the Global Northbeing the main breadwinners, migrant wome
are receiving asubsidy But as Parvati may find it difficult to challenge the marital
Raghuram points out, the global care chaiguthority of their spouses. This limits
framework universalizes the concept of car®y 0 me n 0 s ability to de
the notion of family and childhoothat are remittances are used and enables their spouses
rooted in the modern histories of the Globdl 0 mi sappropri ate womenos
North. This is a problem because th@wn personal leisure. Spouses of migrant
assumption that families are nuclear and canemen have become involved in other
of children is the sole responsibility of thentimate relationships and neglected their
mother does not square up with the waymousehol d responsibiliti:
wider kin group of women may kevolved extramarital relationships have caused very
in routine care giving in the Indian contextlittle social tensions at the source whereas
This would be the case even when the moth@rigrant women are constantly under
is not a migrant but simply employed outsidéuspicion ébreach of sexual norms.
the home. Essentially, lived families are Movi th it £ the ori
considerably more diverse in the source oving on, e Position of the primary

contexts of migration in $mh India than the Caregiver to children of migrant women is

care chain framework would suggest. Therlézgv‘:’/‘g)r/ktilr(gnu?r/]ﬁn?gger;\(')\f[?]r:ragrf;ic;rpert_r:; ':l(’:g
are differences according to religion, caste’ » 1€ y

. igrant woman or a female relative from h
and class, as well as along the lines (EPgat oman or a female relative from her

regional development histories. u's b a milyo Migraht anoth_ers _feel the
need to compensate the caregiver in cash and

The global care chain framework tend&ind to ensure that their children are taken
to characterize social solidaritiestive Global care of. It is not as if the migrant women do
South as benign. In other words, it is assumédt pay the cost. They may pay a high cost for
that before the woman migrated everythintgar that otherwise their children may ot
was well within families, and now that thetaken care of. Rarely were children left solely
woman has migrated, there is socidh the care of their fathers but when they
disruption. So, for example, it is emphasisedere, daughters assumed  household
that there are children grovgnup in the responsibilities, which adversely affected their
Global South who have been deprived of cartme for schoolwork and play. Migrant
The existing social arrangements in th&omen were forced to return, owing tdet
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tensions at home despite having welying place, in the sense that a lot of money and
jobs overseas. Early marriages of daughtepsoperty management involving banking as
were attributed by migrant mothers to the feavell as running around for family errands
of lack of safety when only the father was dalls on the woman. | have heard wives of
home to care for them. Young girls hadnigrant men say that they are happy their
eloped and gotten married at early age. husbands are coming back and they are going
Interestingly, this is what happens when thet@ sit back and relax as they have had to take
is breakdown of patriarchal policing byon so much of responsibility. When women
mothers but this must be seen in a socifligrate, nothing of this kind really happens to
context of sexual suppression. Male childrefe men. It is a small section of men that
expectedly, have been differently affecte@ctually assume responsibilities of childcare
compared to girls. They hatcess to laptops @nd domestic work. As we have seen women
and bikes, and jobs in the Middle East. Thi§om their kin networks assume the role.
had capped educational aspirations of boys@t© meé t i mes, motherso put

the level of school. Boys think that they cahildren spend their holidays with reles.
easily obtain jobs in the Middle East and Nis is true, even of Andhra Pradesh, where

neglect higher education. most women were curre_ntly_mar_ried and their
husbands supported their migration.
Of course, outcomes vary and womenos
experiences are far from homogeneous. In response to the question of how to
Besides, the upward economic mobility oturb the exploitation of Indian maids in

migrant domestic workers has been extremely| aces | i ke the Middl e
fragile. A single health contingency could be
the beginning of a downward spirdh the Prof. Kodoth: There can be no

younger generation of families of early; i iqualized solutions for abuse which is

cohorts of mlgran_t domestic workers, _therg stemic in the Middle East. Solutions have to
could be professionals as well as migrapfy  nstitutional. Abuse is linked to the

domestic wquers, 1.e., we Ccan see three bvernance framework of migrant workers in
four generations of migrant domestic worker. e Middle East, the harskafala system
in the same familywe have to think of this in Kafala is derived fromfi Kaf eel o Whi

terms of the lack adocial power at the lower actually means host, and the terminology

end of the caste h|er_archy to b_? abI(_e Hdicates that workers are like guests, to be
harness better economic opportunities with

h N K ble th Reated honourably. But the defining element
the country. Networks enable these women B? the Kafala system is that only the person

access migrant opportunities, reinforcing g, , ¢onsors the worker can employ her. The
social reproduction costs attentlaron sponsor is  resporde legally  and

womenos migratilon.  oenomically for migrant workers. The

sponsor is supposed to bear the expenses of

In response to the question on whethghe migration of workers, but in practice

the men generally tend to stay in the housgiermediaries usurp this money and workers

and do the household work in the case Qg yp spending huge amounts on migration
Malayali families where women

_ havesypenses for which they raikens. Workers
migrated overseas f qgus Wbkkfulitfhe for the sponsor and find it
nearly impossible to change jobs. Therefore,
Prof. Kodoth: Actually, that is not true. to avoid being sent back (which would mean
When women migrate, very rarely do meieavy debt at home) they bear with a lot of
take their place at home. On the other hanexploitation. Many women spoke about
when men migrate, women do take themoutine forms of exploition which they
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tolerate. What bothers them is not being paiddicate whether we have adequate numbers
after putting up with exploitation. of nurses for the populatiors much below
The problem is made far worse fo rthe' World Health Organization §tandard in
Indian workers because they migrate witho l?dla' But, on the other hand, private sector
furses are paid very poorly and exploited. So,
we have more supply of nurses in India (say

any inkling of the conditions overseas. B){f
conditions, | do not meaexploitationi that is t}y preventing migration), the private sector
ay be able toemploy them in poorer

something they are usually aware of even ix
\t/Ci(teh:)rE?r;Sr:ty Ifr?(;]w?: dsgoglt('tr;]% Lzzyogosingrceonditions. Unless the government actually
y 9 ; steps in to employ more nurses on fair terms

Middle East. They fail to appreciate the%y expanding public health infrastructure,

importance of knoing the language. | know closing the doors on migration is not going to
o . solve the problem.

it is not easy to learn a language in a few

days, but in the Philippines, migrant women

are provided some training in the language. In response to the question on hthe
Filipina women also know English and theyinequal division of labour continues by
work for the higher economic strata of Araliransferring unpaid work to another woman
employers, wh desire Englistspeaking in the kin network..

workers. Indians work largely for Arab

speaking middle or lowincome families, Prof. Kodoth: It is important to think
who are unlikely to speak English. Indiarhf spjutions to this in terms of public
workers who have returned after many yeatgovisioning, because otherwise, we are
of work in the Middle East speak the level oginforcing a patriarchaltate and society,
Arabic that is neeetl to work in a household.\wher e it i s womends res p
Sadly, however, the Indian official skillschiidren. In the short term, it may be difficult
training initiatives do not draw upon theirtg redistribute care work to men. We ought to
skills to train aspiring workers. This is notyemand provisions from the state because the
unrelated to a repressive policy approach thaate is benefiting from the remittances. The
fails to recognize the aspirations of womepyct is that women are really contributing to
migrant workers. maintaining livelihoods and sustaining
families, which is at least partly the

In response to the question on how thr('(gsponsibility of the state. Clearly, you need

migration of nurses from India somewher 0 make an argument for better public

manifests a cost of social reproduction i rovisioniqg of childcare like statea‘-thea_rt_
terms of a shortage of trained nurses i ngaé\é\/i?;rlszmdos%chooilsrtfrl]at makrizr?mvﬁ']zn
lndiados public heal tlgﬁilipplnes‘]3 does % at.9 fbcgggse, there are
plenty of problems in the Philippines because
Prof. Kodoth: This is actually of this largescale migration of women, but to
something that really merits thinking about inhe extent possible, the Philippines doggdr
the context of the kind of employmentmitigate problems because the state promotes
conditions we have for nurses here. Thenigration. So, that is the other side of the
nursepopulation ratio, which is used topicture.

* k k%

(This session has been transcribed by
Jahanbi Singh &Kashish Emmanuel, BA Hong?sychology | Yegr

JIGYASA

(22 )




Interactions withndrea Zamparini

Andrea Zamparinj Activist with the
An Interactive Workshop: Dialogues with Argentinian advocacy group, Campafa

Feminists Abroadi Critical Questions and Nacional por el Derecho al Aborto Legal,
Some Reflectionsonducted ori3"February, Seguro y Gratuito (National Campaign for
2021 the Right to Safe and Free Legal Abortion)

Dr. Maya John: Please share a little justice and the right to voluntary abortion in
bit about your journey, i.e., how you lookArgentina.
back at your trajectory of politicization, and

the focus of your political work? To focus on the political work, |
would like to take some time to build the
Andrea Zamparini: We | | , cohteéxtmof thee political movement, and to

biologist and have worked as a researchtke it back to earlier times because | think
for many years abroad; in the Unitedt is important to tell the histy of
Kingdom first, and then in the United State€ampana to understand what unfolded
where | have also worked as a middléater. The law has not come like magic; it
school teacher in a STEM program wittwas not an overnight event. It has a history.
underserved communities. | then started therefore think it is important to tell the
taking studies in social anthropology, backistory and where we came from.
in Buenos Aires, Argentina, where | was
born, and | became very interested in sexual Campafais a political movement,
and reproductive rights, which got me tavhich wasfounded in 2005, 16 years ago as
start exploring a course at the University o result of many coordinated activities
Buenos Aires organiasressi rhoye fiham e 70N agrassmotsa |
Campaign for the Right to Legal, Safe anarganisations ranging from Catholic groups
Free Abortiono (i nto lehtiptanovermdnts. 1fii€ a hugea rfiba of
Nacional por el Derecho al Aborto Legaldifferent types of people, coming from
Seguro y Gratuito). This is the social andlifferent backgrounds. It Bats seeds in the
feminist movement to which | belong, sincdi Nat i on a l Wo menods Encour
then. Rosario, Santa Fe, in 2003, and the one held
in Mendoza the next year. These

| now work as a research consultani e ncounterso are very un
and | ampart of the Gender Department athat are organized in Argentina since 1986.
the National Agency for the Promotion ofThese bring together women from aler
Research, Technology and Innovatiorthe country to talk about issues concerning
aimedat applying genderesponsive womenodés | ives and strugg
policies and promotion of women andmportant role in building the feminist
sexual di versityo6s agendaado, frentthesesescounters we cane n c e
and technology in the publimd nonprofit trace the origins ofCampafna from these
sector. | have done ethnographic fieldworlkve can trace the origin of many other

that involved reproductive rights andwomerd s i ssues. They act u.
abortion access at a healthcare centre invary politically interesting approach that we
low-i ncome area in B lhave bese inAArgerdirsd. onelwhioh has

member ofCampafiawhose main aim for been in existence for 33 years.
years has been fighting for reproductivénfortunately, because of the pandemic,
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| ast year we di dn 6 tmultipleity eof voicee and divetsity. Wwiee ar e
looking forward to havig the next one green scarf that we usually wear around our
maybe this year or the next. necks has been the symbol of the Campaign
from the beginning. It is actually really nice

Campafiais huge, it has more thanbecause it invokes the memories of the
700 organisations including feministMothers of Phza de Mayo, the women
groups, political parties, human rightasvhose children disappeared under the
activists, academics, scientists, heattlictatorship in Argentina during the 1970s
workers, trade unions, socialand early 80s with their white scarves.
communicators and many moi®omething Legalisation of abortion has been decades
that | think has been very important alondpng and has inspired many generations of
our history is to work under the triplefeminists.
s | o g aSexual dducation to decide,
contraception to avoid abortions, legal Within our Campagn | have been part
abortion so we do robthe commumicatior, hpeesseands sooia) a n s
allowed us to function in a collective andmedia area that i€omposed of activists
diverse fashion, and it brought us here, tfom many parts of the country. Wam at
the legalisation of abortion. Our Campaigijeveloping and implementing
exists in many cities of the country and iommunications ~ strategies, ~campaigns,
almost every province, but it was not alwaygyents, multimedia content and other

like this. Indeed, the campaign grew ovejitiatives in support of the political cause
time and it is now that we are thousand 4 issues of importance 1Gampafia |

have also been part of the organization and

To give you all a little bit of history in jmplementation of the course that was
terms of the law in Argentina: abortion use | d AADOTr I i as P
0 fA‘ 1t Be 8% o fan o

to be | egal in Argerc‘l‘[?.l n n.l . I
health or life was at risk, or the pregnanc hich was an’initiative aimed a advancing

was a result of rape. Many women feare wareness ofbortion and abortierelated

that they would be prosecutedtifey tried medical and social issues at the medical
to abort. Those who tried to access saféchool in the University of Buenos Aires. |
legal abortion had lots of trouble finding &Nink such initiatives weré and still arei
provider, because many doctors alsérucial because we _hav_e professors who do
harboured the fear of criminal prosecutionot talk about abortion in their classes, and
There were many barriers, and thos# theydo, they talk about it as a crime. We
barriers were even greater for women liyinthus need to change their mindsets and the
in poverty or in rural areas, or those who areontent of their discourse, and we are keen
discriminated against because they amn promoting that strategy fro@ampana
immigrants. Many women had to face the

risks of unsafe, penalised practise, which _Maya John: In current times we see
sometimes even led to death. relatively widespread acceptance of several

feministi deas, |l etds say con

The Campaign aims have been tgarly decades of the Y@entury. However,
install in society the ebate around the needcorresponding institutional and larger
to legalize abortion, to achieve the approvaitructural changes that would embody
of a law that decriminalizes and legalizewidespread  actualization  of  these
abortion in the country, to encourage morgleas/claims is missing. How would you
and more people and organisations to joiexplain the paradox?
the cause, to highlight the political weight Andrea Zamparini: | think structural
of the territores, and to make visible thechanges obviously take time. | would say
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that we have seen some important changelsving the Ministry was an important

in Argentina, some institutional reforms. lachievement because we needed a space.
can think of the waoMageded andnstitufion and enany things i n
1947, the equal eparental responsibility, have been organized under the aegis of the

the divorce lawin 1987, the sexual andMinistry, such as data collection, databases,
reproductive health law in 2003, and moretc. We are starting to have official
recently, we have now the constitution ohumbers, and statistics, andbfia policy

the Ministry of Women, Gender andtowards gendeequality. But we now have
Diversity, which has been created over g significant colonization of the movement.

year ago. The creation of this institution wagstitutions do not change overnight from

definitely the result oft he w0 B&ny Patriarchal to being emancipatory.
movement in the country and its

perseverance. It was also the result of the  \aya John: What do you see as

National Womenos ER&ad fibrif 'démanlisforiofity isSues i

that | was telling you about earlier), whichy, o \womenés movement? Fu

harboured an important political agenda an@d that the network of transnational

represented the efforts of many peopl®, o menas strikes has ushe
many women in political parties. The

) X . ~vision-based set of deman n
Ministry of Women Gender and Diversity o < hirations? ds and
o e pirations”
was definitely born from the feminist
movement. Because it was the outcome of

organized activism, it is composed of man% Andrea Zamparini: | think that the

feminist activists. | would say that the hugdl€mands of the movement have been many,
visibilization, action and power of thePUt!wantto focusn two, which I think we

igreen waveod gener aspaé‘?d"’i_th-l’)‘éhe regien- Ong is @4 ogr§egt}¢

had a key role in the creation of thd€galization of abortion and the other one is

womenos Mi ni stry. Viplgnce againgt worgep.dfavg jogk alythe

activism. legalization of abortion, which has
definitely been a priori

It is too early to judge, of course, andnovement, we see hé Argentinian
with the COVID pandemic, they face a hugé&ongress passed a Bill last December
chal | en g eentioh thdt bne najos faking abortion legal in the country. From
agenda of the Ministry is to abolish violenc&4th January, the new national law is
against women. As you may know, indvailable to every person able to gestate,
Argentina we are struggling with femicideswhich includes cis women, non cis women
Anot her of the poi aéiansmen Thopeevhowanhtp Baverag 6 s
agenda is care work, referring to th@bortion can do so now in a public hospital
feminized role that leaves wan far without having to explain the cause or
behind, especially mothers. The Ministryeasons and it can be done up to the
also committed itself to work for thefourteenth week of the pregnancy. The
LGBTQ community, their needs and theicountry is now reorganizing the public
access to jobs and education. health sector to properly implement the law

However, there is another side to thbecause now ather journey starts. We
story. In a way, the State had colonizetlave the law that is the basic, but now we
parts of the movemenThere is a part of the have to build the infrastructure and
feminist movement that is subordinated teverything else which is needed to actually
the interests and specific agendas auarantee that the law is accessible to
political parties. Such feminism keeps quietverybody.
about everything that threatens political We also have a huge demand and
power, and that definitely causes a tensiostruggle on the issuef oviolence against
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women. Our Campaign forged alliancestrike, lost the character, the strength and
with the NiUnaMenosmovement which is the power present in the beginning. We
the biggest movement we have againsteed to work on that and yize redefine it.
femicides. It started as a response to thWe definitely need a discussion, at least, in
murder of a 16searold, Lucia Pérez, in Argentina about what do we expect from it.
2015. This movement joined with the

alrealy existing movement known as the Maya John: Do you see the
Afcampaign against wiomihercae cok sedtain dErhaeds ein thew o
movements now articulate with us, andvo me n 0 s movement as re
share agendas. They were allies in thmirroring the logic of certain undeniable
legalization of abortion in the country. Todevelopments within capitalist societies?
me, this is an example of the reallywhile claiming to resist and subvert, are the
powerful interaction thamade feminism mainstream feminist movements
stronger here in Argentina. | believe that weeproducing the very thing which they claim
were able to achieve a good coalition, bub resist? In other words, are some of the
none of this was guaranteed as key feministideals reflecting a convergence
consequence of t h e with tieerdsmards/logc wfddte YG@eatume n 6 s
strike, necessarily. and 2% century capitalism?

Let me comment on the transnational Andrea Zamparini: | think that, yes,
womenos set firgt knéernatiodah the mainstream feminist movement or the
womenos stri ke, Pawhferunist ideals area | cbmpatible with
internacional de mujeresvas in 2017, in capitalism. However, there is a left
Argentina, and it was big. The first one waseminism alongside the liberal, andghi-
actually really big. But, in the country, itwing feminism. | also believe that
was not just about traditional unions; it wasapitalism is not always the same; it is
based on many more woe n 6 s i s sunderstransfdormhagon. So, in our Campaign,
slogans raised were to end sexist violencBpm whose standpoint | can talk more
but there was also the demand that wodomfortably, we solve this with an
should be viewed in a feminist way. In othemtersectional approach.
words, what was centr al was that womenos
care work and reproductive tasks aiso Feminism reproduces some things o
work and have to be takento account as a capitalism, but not others. Sometimes

social issue and not left as a weight Oﬂgminlism transforms logic. Havinﬁ said rihis, ght

womenos back. Other, .5l 9gg qany Méd2ttb®s teha gbs.
to why women have precarious jobs; wh . . : , .
eculiarities I n peopl ed

we do not have legal, safe and free abortioff; o
the need to widen LGBTQ rights and th&€ing cannot be reduced to their history of
labour quota law for trans pelep among class or race only. The right to abortion is
many other demands. Basically, than individual right, for example, although
transnational strikes made visible th@he way to conquer it is collective. Now
invisible work of women. N capitalism makes it so, that only some
~ We do see the traditional femalayomen can afford abortion. Our Campaign
union movement not always participating iychjeved the right to transform this, and |

feminist mobilisations in our country. will sav that our Campaian is indeed partl
Rather they have followed parchal lines y paig partly

i they were not usually feministsalthough composedf mainstream feminism from its

that is changing now. Further, | will say thaPrigins. We are this coalition but we have
unfortunately t h e inainstreamn aliberab nawd shadesne of 6 s
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conservative feminists within. Our positiorwomen, and especially those who are

is of political pluralism: an organisation likeeconomically exploited.

ACat holi c women for choiced coexists with
a leftist paty in our fronti not without To explain, I want to focus on our

tension, of course. In our case, the adjustir%ampa'gn’ given that all these ISSUEs can be
to the triple motto, to our triple S|og‘,jmextended to it too. For the Campaign for

(which 1 mentioned earlier), helped ugreeh jbortlor:j f_ar_1d| fbrele_ corr:traceptlve
nurture this unity and continuity in time. ofmethods, we definitely believe that women

course, the issue of abortion extends arﬁﬁ]omd have the right to abort; both

broadens d other issues like economy, omestic employee na her employer

culture, etc. It has multiple determinations?hOUId have the same right and access. So

that was one of the main concerns of

That is why we also get ourselves mumpl%ampaﬁa which is why the emphasis has
strategies. For example, we were keen %n

s . - : een onfree abortions. Argentina is a
organising initiatives within  different o . .

; . . capitalist and negolonial country and it is

universities, medical schools, law schools . : "

. also a country that is undergoingrartsition

etc., to sprad our reach and raise awareness

] . in class structure. We are going from bein
about abortion and other abortioslated ) _g 9 9
ssues a country with a large middielass to one

with  more dominant poverty. Social
Maya John: How are the concerns ofdifferences have been accentuated in the last
working-class women who are spreadew years. Not surprisingly, our Campaign
across different communities, racessaw that there is an enormous clesation
regional lines, etc., addressed by ongoinghich is at play when it came to the
feminist movements ahinitiatives? We ask prohibition of abortion. Hence, we placed
this, given that feminist discourses ofteihe demand that the State has to be present,

appear to account for class in flagng able to cover abortion costs. It is a
sociological terms rather than in political,atter of social justice for us.

terms, such that, in these discourses class
hierarchy is selectively used to explain
vulnerability of certain sgments of women
in capitalist society, but correspondingly

Maya John: Some have argued that
the past yearof the pandemicum

class hierarchy isiot used to explain the! © ¢ kdown has acted as
complicity of a section of women in€qual i zero, i mplying
sustaining and perpetuating the exploitatiofquivalence in exposure to

of other sections of women. Do you notontagion/disease, as well as the
think that such fleeting deployants of the rearrangements of household dynamics or
class dimension is a very fundamentatare work (which stemmed from the shocks
concern? in the carechains such as the inability to
Andrea Zamparini: Well yes, | do utilize hired domestic work, etc.), have

think it is a fundamental concern. Mospreated a common oppression, .., across

working-class women do not have their owr§/ass. race, community, etc., lines. To what
job placement here in Argentina. Their jot#Xteént do you agree with this assessment
placement is the reproduction of dallfe based on the prexisting social divisions
and the reproduction of people. Theénd appendegrecarity within the society
movement for abortion rights targets aland economy of your country.

JIGYASA

( 27 )

> O



Andrea Zamparini: Well, | do not every fiperson able to c
really like the idea ocommonoppression fundamental recognition of the fact that
experience actually. I mean the pandemitere are diverse bodies with the potential to
did reveal some common issues; that onceive, and that should enable people to
undeniable. However, it produced otheterminate a pregnancy despite their gender
types of ties in care work relationships, anatlentity. This legal ehievement is in
it produced other types of subjectivitiesdialogue with the 201&ender Identity Law
There is no doubt that the panderaftects that requires State agencies to recognize
everyone butnot in the same way i selfperceived gender, and forces private
definitely not in the same way. In any casand public health systems to provide free
the difference in class is still present, and iaccess to gend@affirmation treatments.
Argentina, class divisions have probablyNow outside of the Campaign, and probably
deepened. | mean it has deepened becasseetimes inside too, | think the issue is
we have a lot of impoverished peopl&éiav morecomplex.
were pushed to depend on the black market,
and for whom we did not have appropriate In terms of rights, trans activism and
healthcare services. There were sonf®w they fit into the workspaces, the
benefits extended by the State, butealthcare system, the education system,
definitely that was not enough. There is atc., they have it hard. In Argentina, we now
gender issue here, too. We are goinigave a law wherein trans people have had to
backwards in a ay, with women pushed be employed by the State, i.e., theblic
back more within the family structure, anchdministrations within a quota. Needless to
the more conservative the family structuresay, there is a problem with this. After all,
the more dangerous the push back. you cannot just take someone, who is a
trans person who has undergone many
?ransitions, and force him or her to face a
patriarchal structure without helping tha
person to develop skills, and thereby, get
adjusted to that work environment properly.

question is abouda common agenda betweer;rhe Ministry of Women, Gend_er and
feminism and the LGBTQ movement. InDIVersity appears to Dbe working on
issues related to the right to abortion, §Stablishing ways to reach a basis through
would say that at the beginning abortiovhich to build the environment for trans
was a womends i ssuePepRe tQ wekwithing angnstituop.tl | at er
on, that started to change. There aMould say that there has been quite a
underiable power disputes between botfiransition, and there is a vibrant movement
movements. We have had many debates &h integrate trans people in the society.
this topic within the Campaign. AndHowever, it takes time and a lot of trans
LGBTQ people have always been includeddeople do not feel included. They suffer
but focused on the objectives of thdrom a lot. They may richave support from
Campaign. Our abortion bill has widenedheir families; they do not have support
the subject of the right to altion to include from institutions.

In response to the question on tran
activism in Argentina and feminist
mobilizationsé

Andrea Zamparini: | guess the

* % k%
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The Labour of Care: The Persistence of Gender and Caste

in the Service Economy

Dr. Panchali Ray

Author of Politics of Precarity: Gendered
Subjects and the Healthcare Industry in
Contemporary Kolkata

Sessiodl of the WSC Certificate Course
Module on Public Health and Global Care
Chains, conducted on 22nd January, 2021

Dr. Panchali Ray: The research that | times, we see that reproductive labour has
am presenting is mostly on the nursinglways been relegated to womemd slaves,
profession. One of my core focuses wheand thus also denigrated and devalued. For
doing my research was to look at how nst anc e, Poliigs) vhichois lae 6 s
gender, caste and sexuality work within theery influential book and which, in many
profession and the micqoolitics of labour. ways, still influences the way we think
| 6ve titl ed imelLabour efsabout sodiety camd dé@miocracy, argues that

Caredo and | attempt thée@koswhichns thechousefpadnad the a n d
caste persist in the service economy. THmsic social unit of théolis. He makes a
reason | used t he waery dearidstnctioni betiveen thes private c a u s e

thereds been a | ot anfthe pudio th®ikoaand tbeRolisahled a | o1
economic theory which says that withargues that th®ikos was the basic social
modernization and liberalizan, caste has unit and the citizen is the one who is freed
in many ways disappeared from the labodrom all reproductive labour that sustains
market. | think one of the reasons why the Oikos Instead, the relegation of this
used the word Aper slabsuri® the mivate spherettodbe metioomed t h at
with informalization and liberalization, by women and slaves was natural as by their
social identities have not dissolved but have e r y  fior theirtinhezemit nature, they
got reinforced in myriad way were excluded from citizenship. They were
the ones who should do this very necessary

I will just kind of run through what but invisible labour that would sustain the
reproductive labour is and why caste an@ikos The contempt for this very harsh,
gender, particularly in the Indian contextmonotonous and repetitive labour that was
are so persistent. Let us start with this vemelegated towomen and slaves is not an
basic understanding that human labour is aicidental ranking of labour, but was
the heart of creating and reproducingonstitutive of citizenship in ancient Greece.
society as a whole. What is the kind of
labour that we are talking about when we Hannah A rThen dHudan
are talking about creating and reproducin@ondition(1958), again is a very influential
society? Wedr e t a | Booknhgt revigits theinotion &ikos, tPolis n g ,
cooking, cleaning, nurturing children andabour, work and actionThe reason | bring
nursing the sick and the elderly. So, alit up is because | think we also need to
activities that reproduce society and that arenderstand the difference between labour
at the heart of the reproduction of society iand work. It is what goes to the heart of
womenods wor k. understanding the difference between

reproductive and productive labour. In

If we do a cursory reading of westerrHannah Arendt ds uuisder st a

philosophy, from antiquity to contemporarythat activity which corresponds to the
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biological process that necessitates humamut bourgeois feminism and white liberal
existence. It is one that is necessary for tHeminism. She said that a liberated woman
mai nt enance of | i fisa product of liberal ésinidimd shewae at e
anything of permanence. Its effects arthe new commodity within this capitalist,
quickly consumed, what Marx would callpatriarchal society and economy. So, she
very simply: usevalue labour. Arendt, occupied some limited spaces in institutions
however, stops short of critiquing this verywhich were otherwise overrepresented by
explicit connection between patriarchy andnen, like the university. Mainardi argues
reproductive labour and the production ofhat this kind of feminism does ndemand
the public realm. In many ways, it was left radical shift in the way gendered societies
to feminists, particularly in the decades oére organised. What it actually does is that it
1970s and 80s, to make this very powerfuhcludes some women but it leaves the rest
case against patriarchal devaluation a@ ut . She said t hat wo m
womends reproduct i v dembhnddd thatrmen participated equally in
what is historically and tradanally

| picked up a couple of books that lper cei ved as womendés wor
thought were important in understandingvas no longer that are women going to do
how work and labour was related to thenen6s wor k but rat her, t
guestion of social identityand why are men going to participate in care work?
reproductive labour was devalued. Betty
Fr i e dehe dsminine Mystique for In 1979, Mahasweta Devi, a Bengali
instance, argues that domestic worlkwvr i t er wrote AStanadayin
dehumanises woménit is monotonous and powerful text, where she brings up the
an i mpedi ment t o woaquestiodss af i gdigerfous| patia@hale i n
the public domain. What she does nanstitutions and capitalist formations. She
guestion is thatvhen women step out in thealso brings up the question of class and
public realm on equal terms with men, wheaste. | am sure a lot of you do not know of
is now going to take on the chores of he text so 106l just ta
everyday reproduction? bell hooks critiqueabout it. It is the story of a woman called
this brand of white, liberal feminism toJashodha, who works as veet-nursedai-
argue that it was class and race, rather thaaorse, who breastfeeds the children of the
gender that kept/hite American women out feudal landlord for a payment. She is a
of the labour market. This was becausBrahmin and her husband is a priest who
collegeeducated white American womenhas lost his job and she sustains the
refused to take on these very low payindjousehold. SoGayatri Spivak, in a very
low status jobs that were available to moghfluential essay, argues that the
women. Those were left to poor women ancepresentation of thedai-nurse as a
black women. This kind of tigmatized, gendered subject brings to the fore the joint
dehumanized, Hpaid, repetitive and baek forces of the indigenous patriarchal
breaking work was the lot of black and pooinstitutions and capitalist formations and
white women. how feudalism works with capiiat

formations. In that text, the many daughters

Very interestingly, Pat Mainardi inin-law of the landlord say that they cannot
The Politics of Houseworwrites this very ruin their figure by breastfeeding and that
provocative line, written in 1970, thattheir participation in the labour market will
ALI ber at @& dery witfenestnfrom get affected if they breastfeed and so they
womends | iberati on 0 needlth autsouices thisvlabeufhis shoews c al | s
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how indigenous patriarchal institutionsinterstices of gender, caste, class, and
function with capitalist formations. So,ethnicity. All women do not experience
Jashodhahas to constantly have childremork similarly. For some, it is more
herself, otherwise how will she lactate®xploitative than it is for others, even if they
Jashodha is central to the emancipation btlong to the same segment of the labour
the young daughtefis-law of the market. So, in India the question of
land or d 0 s family. Theo mem@disnewlor ke dhuacsat ad mo st
and professional woman is now aided by thembedded in social identities and the stigma
labour of the subordinate women. Théhat is embodied in such labour.
emancipation of one section of women islousework, care work, manual and menial
aided by the exploitation of another sectiotabouri which woman does this work and
of women and | think that is something wavhat has this labour done for the mti¢y of
really needto keep in mind because wherthe woman as a worker? So, there is a very
we talk about economic empowerment andear caste and clafmsed division of
emancipation of women, we forget howabour which shows that different women
patriarchal, indigenous formations like castperform different kinds of labour, even
and feudalism function so seamlessly imwithin these narrow subectors.
many ways with capitalist formations to
produce a labour forcehat is deeply Dalit women have always worked,
divided by caste and class. both in the privee and the public domain,
and uppeicaste and middielass women

| will now come to the Indian contexthave been relatively restricted in their
and look at the intersectional approach teconomic activities. Scholars have pointed
understandi ng wo me nduts thdt ahistonically, uppbcastee énd a
lot of research on women and laboumiddleclass women have never performed
markets, right? One of the cruciaimanual, menial labour at h@nOne of the
interventions hashee t hat wo mewmayd,gesdecable famininity is performed is
despite its entry into the public sphere, has outsource that labour to the poor and/or
been ranked much | o Walitrworhan.aSo, imfact, 6irs Behgalbtleeu r
and therefore badly paid. What is moravhole idea of theBhadramahila,the very
important for us to understand is thatonstruction of the respectable, middlass
occupations whi ch wamarmiotithi sheydistavec@arselinfrors all
reproductive labour, from sex ask to kinds of manual labour. Caring labour or
surrogacy to domestic work to nursing hasurturing and nursing is closely associated
not necessarily witle a lowier-castew oante nvdoskinglass
emanci pati on. Wh 'y i feminind ilaBour,s evén ifl afféred whtrenc a u s e
of harsh working conditions, rampanthomes. Middleclass and upperaste
exploitation and no opportunities forwomen will probably take on supervisory
growth. These occupations continue tooles, but the actual menial, manual labour
remain ghettoized. ®y are also the sectorhas to be done by the poor and/or Dalit
that gives the maximum employment tavoman.
women. So, that is also telling in many
ways and the other important thing is to If that is the case, then the main
understand that these segments whigfuestion that | ask is, does commodification
commodi fy womeno6s  rofegsstwbild stigmatizece labduia evalarise
have become crucial grounds for analgsinthe labour? In other words, does the
power structures emerging from theommadlification of stigmatized, menial,
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manual labour dispel the humiliation and Both in precolonial and colonial
degradation embedded in it? Can such kindisdia, the field of gynaecology and

of labours be revalorised and given sociadbst et ri cs was al ways th
and economic worth? If you see some of th@ho came frs working class, lowecaste

debates around care work, that is what thesmmunities and practiced intergenerational

drive ha beeni to say that we, as midwifery. So, when the nursing profession

policymakers, ~must emphasize thvas being established a lot of nurses were
emotional and the affective component dhei ng confl ated with the

that labour in order to recognizeitasworke onf | ated with the fidai o

I would like to put in a note of caution thatas a lowcaste, menial worker. Nurses had

when we talk about revalorising labour by distance themselves from the figure of

focusing on the emmnal and the affective L ¢ Adai o. The fidai o W a
part of it, we sometimes forget that thisyowerful institution. She was not a

labour is stigmatized labour. It is just _nogﬁandmaiq to the doctor like the nurse has
womenodos wor kcasitte iWRJEER M&dany ways. She was an expert

work. Caste has a very central role i) ' Wwomenés g yrepeoducticel 0 gy a
defining womenos W&althK It was T&? kndwledge“tthfwas co
commodification oreally dispel & stigma a4 by the colonial medical system. The
associated with it? role of the Adai 6 includ

. . to birth but also giving postpartum care to
Nursing, for instance, has seen many, ier and child and this kind of

takers because of the social and econo . .
mobility that it offers. It has also nomﬁowledge practice did not go downell

become a profession that middiass with colonial medical knowledgpractice

women aspire to take up. | neverthelesvélh'Ch had a clear divide between cure and

argue that nursing is dora various levels care. None of the western trained nurses
were ready to take on th

and by women who come from different’ - . o o .
communities. Let us first delve into thetl'hls resulted in a splintering within this

historical context because the role of thBrofessmn where the nurse a'de.d thetoloc

Adai 0 has been so i?ﬁ\ﬁtt&rldﬁdat% %h'ldib'ﬁth @%'5‘?5‘3? ﬂ"? t he
contours that the nursing profession hdsd @i 0 ~who was N to
taken on. Nursing labour, verynsilar to PoStpartum care. A division of labour
domestic labour, was offered by Womeﬁta_rted emerging Wlthlln nursmg ser\(lces,
located at the margins of the Hinguyvhich started producing a differentiated
Brahmanical society. So, it was reallpvorkforce.

looked down upon because it was corporeal _ o

labour that dealt with blood, fluid, and with ~ With  modernization and

other bodily detritus. Both the cadtesed Professionalizaan, nursing started

scciety and the sexual division of labouMitnessing changes. The role of the nurse
which pegged nur si ndg whpsgaveyapfem e was oSlowly,
contributed to the devaluation of nursingtaken over by the attendant or thgah.

Nursing started emerging as a moderhhis becomes the central contradiction of
profession, however, women enteringhe nursing profession: there is one category
medicine preferred to become doctor®f worker who offers hanesn care and you

Clearly, middleclass wmnen did not have one category of workers, who are
perceive it as a respectable professiorggistered nurses, who take on more
primarily because of the hands body care administrativesupervisory roles. If we look

that constituted nursing care. at the global care chain and if we look at the
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social and economic mobility that nursingesources. Why is that? It is because as
as a profession has offered, wee that it more and more middielass women started

has really opened up pathways for middleentering the profession, they wanted to enter
class women. This also resulted in furthesi profession which was prestigious and
institutionalizing the splinter within the respectable. If not at par, then at least close
profession, where we see clear distinction® doctoring. So, for nursing to be valued as
of who does what work. This has also bees, socially acceptable and economically
in many ways, encouraged hbiie new viable profession, it had to reinvent itself as

economic model (since the 1990s) thai modern service, meant for educated and
focused on trade and financial liberalizationyained women.

market deregulation, and most importantly,
privatization that started affecting the public Let me elaborate dw the nursing

sector, particularly health and educatioryrafession is now splintered along caste and
This has very contradictoryuecomes in ¢jass lines. Most healthcare service workers
terms of employment. If you look at the;re now what are called theyah or the

data, the two biggest sectors that off€fyengant or the unregistered nurse. Only the
employment to women are health angh, of the pyramid has a few registered

education, but they create jobs that are MAhrses formally employednd protected by

regulated or protected. ybu see theBand I .
o . ta ~ l@bour laws and the bottom is populated by
9" Five-Year Plans and particularly the™.0 casually hired women, struggling with low

Five-Year Plan, there is a push towardsa s stiama. low status. and no labour
casualizing jobs. Between the years 200()/a9¢s. stigma, '

2015, there has been an increasin hts. This pyramidal structure is

casualization of healthcare workers and 1 gitimized by the discourse on skills, social

the Group D level, there was an increase entities, and organizationaktrategies.

hiring of ousourced labourers. So WhaWhat we see is that these labour processes
’ thave also led to an increasing split in

does that do to the nursing labour market? g |
nursing labour. For example, registered

| have argued and | have seen in mjurses have redefingd their _jqbs as
research that the nursing labour mark&UP€rvisory or managerial or administrative
resembles a pyramishaped labour market,@nd that is considered as prestigioumla,
which is deeply inflected both by sociaWhi I e the fidirtyo labour
identities as well asrpcarity. This brings Pedside caregiving continues to be given by
me to what professionalization does and #®ose located at the bottom. Actual nursing
very powerful book titledPatriarchy and Ccareé at the top has been minimized and
Professiondy Anne Witz which argues that@dministrative  responsibilites  have
professionalization of medicine has led técreased and thus there has been an
masculinization. However, in India, the€Xxparsion of the role of the nurse to include
nursing profession has tuessed a class and’eécorakeeping, administration, but with no
caste differentiation process whereby theelief from intense work pressure. What it
top echelons of nursing are popu|ated Was done is that it has eXpanded the role of
middle-class and upperaste nurses, and thethe nurse without a parallel increase in her
bottom, by Dalit and working class womensalary or entitements. The bottom {paf
To eliminate the working class from thethe pyramid has been given the intense
profession, middielass mrses set up Work, the actual hanesn caregiving and
criteria that could not be met by poorethis is justified both in terms of skills as
women who had no access to publitvell as social identities.
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B.R. Ambedkar famously said that thebetween the laho and the personhood of
caste system is not merely a division ahe worker gets blurred. By coming in
labour, it is also a division of labourers.contact with dirt, by doing dirty work, the
Workers were graded and slotted intperson also comes to be perceived as
watertight compartments and this divisiomi di r t y o . Wo me n attendant
of labour is neither spontaneous nor is ihteracted with throughout my fieldwork
based on natural attitudes. He goes on wften talk about experiences of bgiheld in
argue that the essence of industry is, abntempt by those who are seniors in rank.

course, chamgbut the caste systemdoesn®&@ nur s e told me , il am
allow individuals autonomy to takeadmi ni strative work; I 6 m
advantage of these opportunities bym not like this lowercaste caregiver who

selecting the jobs they would rather takd. ouches di rt ; I donodt e\

There are jobs that are degraded ande 0 .
despicable and assigned to a certain group
of people belonging to a ceiacaste. This Interestingly, the relatiobetween dirt
has an effect of degrading them individuallyand respectable labour is so complex that
as well as a group. even when Brahmin women do an
attendant 0s wor Kk, they
In this context, | would like to locate contempt. Due to the agricultural crisis in
the notion of dirt and how dirt plays withmany regions of Bengal and employment
the idea of labour to invisibilize a wholecontraction, a lot of women of uppeaste
section of the workforce that is keeping thetatus, wb otherwise would not take to this
heathcare system running. If you thinkprofession of attendants in hospitals, are
about hospitals and nursing homes, what row compelled to pick up such work. For
the first thing that comes to mind? Infectionexample, | met Ritu, who is 22 years of age.
pollution, dirt, something to stay awayShe is a Brahmin and works as an attendant.
from, something to be careful aboutShe comes from a family of priests who
something that | will contract if | hang outowned landand who have lost their land to
too muchin a hospital or a nursing home. ltindebtedness. She studied till class twelfth
is something we all feel, as it threatens owand she came to the city in the hope of
very being. In nursing, the notion of dirt isbecoming a receptionist in the hospital.
very deeply embedded in the nature of worklowever, she was given the job of an
and how we describe the work. It becomesttendant, which she hides from her family
an important factor in not only describingnembers in the ilage. She sends money
but al so shaping wo home busshe does gt &ltthem thattshe .is

working as an attendant. She claims she is
Let me draw your attention toidoi ng of fice wor k i n t

something a Dalit attendant at a hospital sailay s, fil am a Brahmin. M
to me. She was widowed and came from & priest, but it is because we are poor that |

family of landless labourers in a district ilhave to do thiswork. Here | am being

Bengal. She came looking for a job and waseated like some lower caste just because |

disappoined that the only work she couldam cleaning dirt and touching fluid and
find was that of an attendant. Explainingg | oo d o .

how others treat her and her children, she

says AThey are di sgus tAamdLindbgrg in Ber stuByoon casheve m we
touch dirt, we ar e nut faatoties .in Kérhlas kas dechonstrated i s a
embodied experience. The differencéhat lowercaste women were given the
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dirtier job of shelling ad the highercaste and giving it a market value, revalorize
women were given a slightly better job thalabour? Will it be seen as work? Will it be
would not compel them to deal with dirt. Asseen as respectable work? My argument is
and when masculinization of the workforcghat the notion of caste, dirt, shame and
started taking place and more and more matigma continue to devalue such care work.
started working in the cashew nut factorieSuch work is not allowed to reinvent itself
the jobs that wergyiven to these women as respectable work; work that deserves
were now given to men. Workingrecognition, visibility, living wages, and
conditions started improving. A changeirever yt hing that the wor ki
the social identity of the worker valorisedfor. We need a lot more research on the
that work. However, in my research onnternal contradictions of these service
hospitals and nursing homes, | have se@tonomes that offer lowend
that although they are few in numbéne menial/manual jobs and who is taking on
Brahmin woman who does the work of amwhich jobs? For example, in parlours, who
attendant, and touches the body and bodituts and styles hair, who does the pedicure,
detritus does not lead to a revalorisation gihd who does the cleaning? Even that, |
labour. On the contrary, it dehumanizes hehave a feeling, is casteased and that is
She loses caste status; she loses caste pralso because a lot ofithwork is learned on
All the ritualistic and symbolicpractices the  job, particularly in  smaller
that one does to maintain caste purityjeighbourhood parlours. The notion and
completely come wundone with suchdeology of skill, the discourse on skill, the
work/employment. The performance of thi<ombination of caste practices with gender,
unclean labour on an everyday basis itc., plays a pivotal role in structuring the
easily perceived as the inability of thdabour market.
person to maintain caste purity.
In respase to the question of whether
My argument thusis that not just uppercaste women develop any sort of
gender and class, but also caste plays a vegnforced caste consciousness or araste
strong role in stigmatizing certain laboursentiment while being part of stigmatized
As we know, Marxist feminists have saic egment s of the wor kfor c:¢
t hat t he deval uati on of womenos l abour
stems from its unproductive nature. Work Dr. Ray: This is a very interesting
like cooking food is not seess productive, question. For uppetaste women, it does
and therefore it is devalued or undeued. not lead to a questioning of social
However, Mary John has argued for &ierarchies and the overwhelming sense is
Astigma theory of | thadt ofuan dhdividwahloss bf caste sthtwso ki n g
beyond gender and class, to a caste analysiesnce, the oft epeat ed assertio
of why certain labour is always stigmatizedhusband died or my parerd&l not send me
because it is tied to thBalit body. Here, for higher studies because we were too
specifically the female Dalit body. In thisp oo r , or el se | coul d ha
way, the nature of work, the discourse othink all this reflects a way of trying to
skills, and the relation between sociamake sense of the worldithout actually
identities and occupation, constitute labouguestioning it. In fact, 1 would say Dalit
as degrading and humiliating. women have more caste conssness than
uppercaste women who were feeling the
Going back to my initial question:loss of caste status. | think Dalit women
does just commodifying reproductive labouwere more questioning about this division
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of labour. They asked me questions likgyrofessionis working towards revaluing
AMot her Teresa i s srwemsiarsg al asbaciunrté f or doi ng
this work; and we are also doing dian
work, then why are we seen as people who  Dr. Ray: When | started my research
are stigmatized or people who are to bm Kolkata, male nurses were not given
avoided?0 So, It wasces: o thursing edocatiorh becayse €as
caste women as much as Dalit women whexplained by the principal of a nursing
were really, in many ways, questioning thechool) it was a way to protect the services
whole structure of the hospital. They werdrom becoming masculinized. Now there
the ores who would insist that they do allhas been one lobby whicltas been saying
the work and yet, they are the ones who atkat if men come into the nursing
paid the least. | think sometimes, individuaprofession, wages will go up, working
loss of privilege does not necessarilgonditions will be better, and unionization
politicize us. This is the standpoint theorwill increase. Contrastingly, another lobby
that just because you are marginal, does nods been arguing that if men come in,
mean you will question it. It requires awomen will start losing jobs. In 2013, this
certain going against the grain. It requires @mbargo was removed and men have started
certain questioning of doxic knowledge. entering nursing in Kolkata as well. |
believe one of the reasons why there has
In response to the question orbeen so much more unionization and strikes
whether certain systemic changes caim nursing is because men have come into
revalorise such arduous, stigmatized work h e profession. | 6ve be
performed by hgstal attendants, municipal reports, @rticularly in the southern states
workers, etc., and whether technology offenshere even in the private hospitals, nurses
a potent soluti oné are striking. If you look at the gender
composition, you will see that there are
Dr. Ray: On the question of more men coming into the profession in

technol ogy, I wo ul dthoseatates.y es and no. | 6 m
very alert to the question of technology
because it also can be labalisplacing. We Of course, this leads me to think

are seeig machines taking over so manwhetherthis caste division of labour would
jobs. We have, for example, the shift fronbe now replaced by a sexual division of
call centre jobs to the automated servidabour. Would more women become
sector calls that we get. | have been tryingttendants? Would men then take on the
to grapple with this. What does technologypper part of nursing, the upper strata of
do in a country where employmentadministrators and supervisors and more
generation is soolw? | mean, does it medical, managerial kinaf labour while
displace labour more or how does it workvomen get relegated to the bottom? Will
towards revalorisation? | think we need toéhere be a masculinization of the top levels
think more on the future of work. and what would that do?
us see what time will tell.

In response to the question on how the

enhanced entry of male nurses into the *ox ok ok

(This session has been transcribed by
Jahanbi Singh BA Hons. Psychology | Year)
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(*This paper discusses sexual violencPlease take appropriate caution.)

Introduction i From Chile to India: The My paper attempts to locate the different
Origins of a New Feminist Movement intersections of religion, gender and class

_ ) _ _ . among its participants, among the people who
Chile has been recording rapidly risinghowed up for the protest: Muslim, Dalit and

cases of femicide, rape and other forms eer women and gender minorities. Lastly, it
gendered violence. The Chilean Networy ook at the political significance of the

Against Violence Against Women stated that 4yqyement. My research is built upon existing

cases of sexual abuse were reported in a_da)| iterature surrounding
Chile, and in 2019, 46 women were Killetyorests: and my autoethnography as a woman

because of_thelr gen_d't_al. was in this ConteXt_protestor and organiser of theowement in

that the Chilean feminist collective, Las Tesiy g|kata.

performed the protest performance art piece i
Rapist in Your Patho fTis padere ultfmatelys atterapismte t o m
International Day of Elimination of Violence establish that this feminist intervention is not an

Against Women ir2019. Hundreds of womenisolated protest, but the expression of a

came together to take part in the protest chantdgnamic, powerful, global feminist movement

front of the Supreme Court in Santiago. Sindéed to ongoing, localised issues, and driven by

then, the protest chant has gone viral and hagd largely inspired from Latin American

been recreated in over 52 countries in the worlkgminist traditions.

including India. On January 4, 202®,eo four . , : .

thousand women came together in Kolkata i'rl]'racmg the 'V'OV‘?me”t W't.h. Latin American

Esplanade, New Market Area, to perform the Feminist Traditions
protest chant in vernacular Bengali, garnering  As put by schol ar Euge
nationwide attention, and in equal patkRapi st in Your Wayo dr aws

appreciation and backlash. the talent of the young artists who created it and

As a part of the feminist collective based©m the Chilean feminist movement they
in Kolkata that organised the local chapter of tf€long  to- and that inspired  them. This
protest, | aim to contextualise this feminisfrovement is characterized by extraordinary
movement keeping in mind the sogiolitical dynar_msm. It hgs ahgn_ed |tself_W|th the Latin
climate and milieu of Kolkata at that point OfAmerlqan feminist tradition, particularly that of
time: protests and widespread dissent; as wellgentina, and has renewed the tradition by
the larger globalignificance of the movement inventing new means of action, with a major
in line with different cultural feminist traditions. focus on performance 4.

Y12L8T = hadOFNX®P HAHN®  GtCH IONSDNIEIYA =2 B 8RB Y A[H I MyA H N @ & ¢ K
I YSNAOIY 62YSy FNB FTAIRFAYI 22KS R62RE RQBMBhEBKS 342 OSY
Y dzNR S NJIR8Lkers Raicth #, 2020 22, 2020
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In the year 1990, Chile came outof @and expl icitly referenced
dictatorship that lasted 17 years, while stiWa y 0O . The first cause wa
retaining some of the political andlegalization of abortion. In Argentina, green
administrative institutions from the Pinochescarves have become the symbol for this cause.
regime. The dictatship was marked by horrific They can be seen onaricipants in the
human rights violations, specifically theperformance piece by Las Tesis, and were
widespread use of sexual violence as a meanswéntually taken up by feminist protestors
torture against political opponents. Among theecreating the feminist chant in different
several sites of violence and abuse, an otherwisgintries,
unremarkable building in sou#ast Sargigo - -
has a grim history of being used to torture and The S?Con.d ArgentlnlanN feminist cause
exterminate detainees. As the detainees Woagopted by‘ s I#l_UnaMenos( A Not one les

ovement is thdight against violence against

be blindfolded at all times, the perpetrators JF
torture allegedly coined the macabre namgomen, sparked by the brutal murder of a 16

ivenda Sexyo, ofThe @%krm%Ftn@egw@_gm In

. . : - tin~ America in general
blindfold finds a place imost recreations of the rgentina, an a ’
movement, including OIQ%O_rSk %‘? a"@@c‘."‘l staff .Who perform

abortions face severe penalties, as do the

Cul tur al hi st or i awomé&awho daveCthebartions.k Howevery o r k
on the use of music in political detention centragolence against women, sexual or otherwise,
conveys that not only was music used as a vergd femicide are rarely punished and the
potent means of torture in Venda Sexy, it wgsenalties are minor. The fight against violence
also largely usetly the prisoners and detaineeagainst women is at the heart of the
as a form of seléxpression, communicationperformance piece by Las TeSis.

and resistancé. Sites like Vanda Sexy go The message behind the chant civaiver

beyond being physical buildingsn addition to . ) )
thezr historic?ilpsi)g/]nificance, t%ey serve as aY]ernacuIar language it gets adapted into, is that

important reminder of the largeale gedered rape doesno6t happen in a

violence perpetrated by the Pinochet regimE is welded to patriarchal power structures as a

and of the progress that Chile is yet to ma@eans of keeping women and gender minorities
with regard to it own. The title mimics an old slogan portraying

thepoce as fithe friend in Yy
Argentina underwent a shorter and fdyrics describe the systemic use of sexual and

more brutal military regime than Chile thabther violence by the Chilean police. The

coll apsed i n 1983. AGhipan pdice maskizen accused of P00 cases dof e t y

thereforeable to break with its dictatorial pastsexual abuse since the start of this movement.

and become very dynamic very fast once agaifhe dance steps also tell a gtgoerformers

It was in this context that the Argentiniarsquat three times, representing the degrading

feminist movement was reshaped. In the 200@ssition arrested women have allegedly been

and 2010s, Argentinian feminism took ugdorced to adopt for body cavity searches, often

several causes that were later adoptednb whi | e being stripped nake

Chilean movement, causes that are implicitiheatre than a traditional political protest, and

®Chornik, KAA I ® HAaMdpP & { SE dzl tPalietaki@ dz8 FYSE & ¢rH2MNIimgNBEe KS  wl LIA &
FYR [/ KAfSQa {GNYzIAt Gperf 2N I A 24 2ANRNIROARS a SiBMNIdagyi a2 dSY
DemocracyOctober 7, 2019 22,2020
YPK2NYALES YEOGAF® Hamdpd °Bf SkSNIK | A3h 29 d3/ S5 D¢ 24 Mk dzNS X ¢ K
YR / KAt SQa&a {(NHzZ3f Gpenf 2NJ I A 8 2ANROARS a SiBMONGdasyi a2 FSY
DemocracyOctober 7, 2019 22,2020
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thabs t he point, s a y-s takeraplatedor tBreetweeksopfior. tnluiferer® r 1 t i S
based AssembleaChilena En Londres, a batches according to their convenience, around
Chilean solidarity group. To South Americard0 people attended at least one rehearsal. Most
eyes, she explains, British political marchesther people mobilised from the calls given on
look bafflingly dulli ipeop |l e | us sociav enédia,i worg ,of nzouthg or the strong
wal ki ng v er yi whikio @Hiley media presknael Bampbleind handouts with
protest is more of a performancei T h e r d@h@ lyricsavere distributed, along with blindfolds
lot of music, and generally a lot of singing andut out of black, translucent cloth. Participants
movement. And the movements are alwaysere primarily norcis men. Their age ranges
symbolici when youdr e s h o wardadfrag 16 years tosoeent®.tViksiblyrgender
to fall, a woman wi |Hdonconformitg wproplé oalso . formed a
significant part of the crowd, in addition to
visibly Muslim women. Students between the

Contextualising theMovement in Kolkata; ~ ages of 18 and 25 arguably formed the largest
An Autoethnography denominator among the participants.

The concept and practice of resistance _ The Bengali version dfin violadorentu
through art, music and movement is not one tg@Mino( A A~ Rapi st Dhorshokour  Pa
is new to Kolkatathe localisation of cultural TUMH ( iThe Rapi st |I's Youo)
motifs from different geographies and historicavhich, roughly translated, go as follows:
epochs has characterised mycthefprotest a}rt Patriarchy has put us in a cage
that has been generated, with the absorption of

feminist motifs ~and iconography Deing  py crime is such, that | have been bomn
especially notable’ The streets had been yhe punishment for this crime, is violence.
erupting in protest since as early as the last 14t you see, but ignore

weeks of November; against the citizenship Patriarchy has put a cage ass.
law, against the cradkwn of the state on A \yoman gets killed.
students and journalists, and violence within The Killer gets no punishment.
different university spaces. These protests The girl child gets killed.
would very frequently be accompanied with The Killer gets no punishment.
loud, collective singing, music, street theatre /o keep getting killed.

and other forms of performance protest. The o killers walk away scdtee.
Dhorshok Tmi-i movement in Kolkata was |, the name of gender

seen in four different locations: the first ime on |, the name of caste

January 4, 2020 on the busy street of |, ihe name of religion
Esplanad€.Over 4000 women and people of In the name akespect

gender minorities joined, with the choreography ;¢ voices get lost.

and subsequent rehearsals for the same havingp, our homes, on the streets,

In the day, at night

TAYAtATTS Droed mdzma o2 adheSific ingusiody  a

Chilean Protest Chant is being sung around the We keep getting lost.

g 2 NITheddardianFebruary 3, 2020 In the name of power

8 w28 OK2 dzZRK dzNE = { dzLINR & | ©® |nmenarr@ofrgg‘ef<§ I NI 27
Resistance: When imagination meets technology at |n the name of war
LINR G Saida FNB scrol March 14, 202  / F?r{‘tlﬁe%érf?e of politic
®Mitra, ChaR N} 2A0® HNnHN® GQ¢ e‘@ﬁd{é .r%"osﬁ\ a |, 2d2QY
22ySy tNRGSAGSNE ©& The al OKS Slwt a kNG ¢ o

Federal January 17, 2020 his is rape!
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This isrape! the crowd. Several passérg and ofookers,

No matter what | wear especially women, joined in too.
No matter where | go )
The fault is never mine. The second time was on January 9, 2020,
The rapist is you! outside Jadavpur Police Station, as a protest
Balatkari tum ho! against the latitharge on women in a peaceful
Dhorshok u mi 6i ! protest on January 6, 2020. The larger message
And rapists are the police, was against the police being ttaols of the
The court, this nation status quo: to protest against the seemingly
This Brahmanical tyranny statesponsored violence in campus spaces like
This terror, this orthodoxy Jawaharlal Nehru University, Aligarh Muslim
Homophobic, transphobic University, Jamia Millia Islamia, where the
Fascist Hindu Rashtra! police had allegedly gone so far as to enter
| adi es 6 nightcasdt harhss andh dassault
The rapist is you! them. The movement was not able to mobilise
Balatkari tum ho! as much as the first; there were some hundred
The rapist is you! people in the rain in front of the police station,
Dhorshoktumi 6i ! but the reaction was largeale, especially

because it was set against the backdifojhe
Black Lives Matter movement in the USA
The movement garmnered a lot of publicityvhen conversations surrounding police brutality
and attention. Since the videos went viral, mogtere being had all across the globe.
gf us -among the_ Organisers rt_ecelvgd rape and The third time the chant was performed
eath threats, primarilpy the rightwing that . .
. ; . . was on January 12, 2020, against Prime
resorted to trolling, doxing and abusing On“”ﬁ‘\m ni ster Modi 6s The si t t
Performed against the backdrop of widespregfanention was a part of a larger political rally
antrgovernment protests, we also receivehimed of several thousand people, most of
resounding support from student communiti@ghom joined in during the protest. The fourth
and unions, other performance art groups agéld last time that Dhorshdku mi 6 i perforn
feminist collectives. It brought the largest, mosts feminist chant was on January 22, 2020, in
diverse protestors from all over the city. Therfont of Victoria Memorial; dtng the annual
were a large number of queer women, studeriista Steel Kolkata Literary Meet 2020. The
from institutions like Jadavpur University, Tata Meet had invited one of the main
Presidency and Calcutta Universities; Rropagators of the Hindu Rashtra ideology of
significant number of schogoing students; the RSS along with a vice chancellor of a
members of several different feministniversity with a#MeTo_o allegation against his
organisations and lefing  collectives "@me. as well as allegats by students for

including Feminists in Resistance, AIPWA (A”ha;nrtmg ahilpke d g(c))o:s cary out an organized o

. . campus, to sp
india Progressive Wamgios, ASSRShLdis R M as o
AL DWA = (All I ndia Dgfagik hal bomé to b YardRENC by tHen,
Association), Swayam Organisation; a large
number of Muslim women students from Aliah
University, women from trade unions and 5! YA&FEE {K2FA0® HAHnd GQCK

labour rights organisations. Quite a feieminists sing Bengali version of Chilean piece to

. R INPGS&0G az2RAQScrolybuary A, QA aAdl
working-class women from the localities joined, ),

in; even if they had not performed, they stood i https://www.picuki.com/tag/Dhorshok Tumii
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performed the protest chant at the medn the Global South, in POC dominated
standing against the uskthe female body and countries is verynuch politically significant.
femininity in order to spread ideologies that had Th h q
led to cases like Asifa, Nirbhaya and Ishrat € movement, wherever recreated,
Jahan. Aligning firmly with the belief that OllOWS the footsteps of Rita Segato, a leading.

gur e i n Argentinads f

sexual violence does not happen in a politic !

vacuum, Dhorshokr u mi 0 i prot e gg@t%f%useg gn tr}ﬁ au?keeOf s?xual ylole_nglze
the point that sexual predators in positions gtgainst women as a weapon ot war in civi

power should not be given platforms to speaﬁ?nﬂiCts’ or am political tool used bY the po_Iice :
about femininity I'n order to fdAdisciplineo

ethnic groups. She came to a number of
Against the backdrop of the a@AA- conclusions that opposed the generally accepted
NRC-NPR movement and repeated instances sifcial representations of rapists as antisocial and
brutality across the country, the city of Kolkataf femicide as a crime of passi@he explained
emerged as a vocalitic of the incumbent that these acts of violence comply with the
governmentos pol i ci exsting socid codéd iTkefauthdvs of ithese e r
Mamata Banerjee had alsjused to crimes see them as social acts aimed less at the
implementhe Citizenship Amendment Act inwomen who fall victim to them than at other
the state. The anthem further gives strength neen. They seek to reaffirm a masculinity that
the critical voices in the cit}?. At a time when has been undeined by unemployment or
protests wergetting divisive and fragmented,humiliating and mineghumbing work. For the
the TRIY movement in Kolkata acted as army or police, they can become a strategy for
network connecting a large number ofighting subversion and quelling or punishing
stakeholders; women across differergocial protest. But why does femicide and other
intersections in the larger resistance againgblence against women often go unpunished?
authoritarian forces. Accading to Rita Segato, this is proof of a
judicial system that is intentionally blind to the
systematic nature of gendamsed violence. The
Conclusion: The Political Significanceof system therefore relegates this violence to the

The Rapist is You (TRIYas a Feminist private sphere, explained by the uncontrollable

Movement individual impulsesof the attacker or the
victimés Aprovocativeo at
Unlike the #MeToo movement, whichgo wi th the minimalist ¢
focuses on isolated Raasiesst oifn avdsre, wdiyo Radh 6t
Your Wayo includes vhy ®RitaeSegate. TRat g thd mdssage bhpdd | N
its portrayal of violence as a systemic problel. The Rapi st is Youo: rap
#MeToo is sometimes accused speaking individuak on the fringes of society. The words
mostly to white western women living relativelyy T h e y ar e policemen, ju

privileged lives, and this movement comes froenounce the judicial system and the use of

a place it diTenfat thatgsexual olente @@ Evieapon by the police and
TRIY is a grassroots movement that originatggblitical authorities:*

Since late 2019, a rapid convergence of
Psdzli Gt X wl2SaKel NA O o Hieminist gréups with ier irtolilized/gfotips isS R
We KS wl LIA¥outh Ki &wagz2adaarg 13,
2020

BlAyat ATTE DI oéd HHM n2dK &t Qlef ASS N 1] LUA &H0n HANE 6, ¢2Kkd8  wl LA ad .
Chilean Protest Chant is being sung around the 2 Nt R A RS CSYA DA Januany228,SY Sy (i d¢
¢ 2 NIThedGdardianFebruary 3, 2020 2020.
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being seen. The leading role of feminismcantéeh or ni k, Katia. 2019. fiSexLt
explained by the dynamic young generationthatnd  Chi | eds o8f cay gOfenmboy . bii

has taken up the historical ideas and causes2§mocracy October 7, 2019
Latin American feminism and its capacity tdhttps:/imww.opendemocracy.net/en/democraciaabie

reinvent means of political action. In thidt&/Saleof-vendasexytorturecentrehighlights

. . chilesstrugglefor-historicatmemoryregarding
movement, many collectives of women artls%exu aiolence/)

and feminists, including Las Tesis, Dhorsho
Tumi 6i , and all t heDudttime r Rdjearsihmiag i . cd020C.ctiiW
that have participated in its recreations, play&@T h e Ra p iYsuth Ki Asvaa2danuary 3,

crucial role. Their performance art portrays thé020 _ _
female body and seeks make an impact. (https:/Mmww.youthkiawaaz.com/2020/01/quick

Female bodies are revealed and expos@yeWwhenkolkatachantedherapistis-you/)
reminding audiences that the bodies are primany. . < | i ¢ ¢ . Gaby. 2020. A6The

targets of violence in our societies. They als8hjlean Protest Chant is being sung around the
expose themselves to invite women to use th@jro r | @he 0 Guardian February 3, 2020

body as a tool for emancipation. The aim is {@ttps:/www.theguardian.com/society/2020/feb/03/t

break with the sense of shame or guilt that iRerapistis-you-chileanrprotestsongchanteel

often linked with this act, and to break free froraroundthe-world-ur-ioladorentu-camino)

exp_lo||tat|o? i’;lt WortE, from gbut_se, fandt_ fro opez, Oscar . 2020 . KEact |
social control over the reproductive function of - women are fighting

: . ri.ca
their own bodieS>The strength mQ? d &'A  R@afrde Sbrohl B 2020
Your Wayo dabsasounding boardyps:/iwRvlreuters.com/articleAatamwomen
for a fight for emancipation, equal rights, an@rotestsdUSKBN20U095)
against abuse and violedceauses that now o

Mi tr a, Chandrajit. 2020.

unite millions of women in Chile, in Kolkata . f
WomenPrat st ers vs a Maldého Hi ndi

and around the worldThe movement become:gte deral January 17, 2020

heavily symbolic and indicative of a significan https://thefederal.com/tkeghthcolumn/rapisis-

political statement made by women fronyq,,\vomenprotesters/samachehindurashtra)
widely different realities, channelling anger and

frustration, but also a universally share@al i er aki , Eugeni a. 2020.
solidarity and sisterhood. Origins of a Worl dwide Fer
iD4D, January 22, 2020

(https:/lideas4development.org/enthpistis-you-
originsof-aworldwide-feministmovement/)

Roychoudhury, Supriya. 202
Resistance: When imagination meets technology at
protests fr conollMarchil4?02®@ o Chi | ¢
(https://scroll.in/article/954091/tket-of-resistance
whenimaginationmeetstechnologyat-protests

fromrindia-to-chile)

References:

Pt L EfASNIF A HAHAN G¢KS wlkLAad A& | 2dzY hNAIAYE 2F |
WorldwiR § CS YA YA & (D4l Dahéayy 2, (0 @ ¢
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The Bulbul Sings Her Song: Shapeem® Female Resistance

Best Paper: WSC Annual Alfisha Sabri Mansoori
Student Seminar, 2021 B.A. Hons English Il Year,
Maitreyi College, DU

AShaheen Bagh of saltetndtiee spacendnd image, despite the fact
resistance for India against etht hat most nati onal medi a
unconstitutional CAAand NPRIR C 0 .  af hhie protests was far from genuine. Even
line is the profilebio for the official if not completely shattering the stereotypes,
Instagram handle of the protests at Shahegrmprovided a countenarrative that was not
Bagh against the Citizenship Amendmeritmited to their stereotypical representation
Act (CAA), which began after the studentsn mainstream Bollywood, for instance.
of Jamia Milia Islamia (IJMI) were
subjected to police brutality on their| of Alternate Pictures: Painting Oneself
campus, on the 15th of December 2019. The
students of JMI along with other The perception of Muslim women as
universities like Aligarh Muslim University victims waiting to be saved was a narrative
(AMU) had been protesting against théhat was made popular by the Busll US
CAA that was passed by the Indiargovernment as ajustification for their
Parilament on 9th December 2019. Sincévasion of Afghanistan in 2003, and in the
then, the protests developed into a larggears of occupation that followed. American
movement that c¢ame feminiss dspoke wouw fai otheir Mus§m t
way protests shaped up againstthe new lafy,s i st er so who were b
but how the nation looked at women irAfghani (and by extension, all Muslim)
gener al , and Musl i mmewomen in particularo

(Ausaf & Sakm, 2020, 27). Threading this to the chge in the
Various twentyfirst century politics of the world after 9/11, Abu
philosophers, thinkers, and intellectualsé u g h o d comment s, n. .. th
have argued that post the attack on thmppressed Muslim  women  became
World Trade Center on September 11thonnected to a mission to rescue them from
2001, by AlQaeda, world history andt hei r ¢ u tLughad,e2818, 6)( Thib u
politics changed in more ways than onenarrative has changed forms but the basic
This was alreadya continuation of the plotline remans the same. When Indian
West Os supposed Or imedatslaolv Mgstim wenes, W is atlfier ah h e
East in general, and Islam in particulammage of a victim of religion and Muslim
(Said, 1997). The effect of this on Muslimsnen (like Najma Malik in Secret
all across the world has become aBupersta)y, or she is portrayed as a vile
important issue that has found place imfluence who is a threat to an otherwise
media discussions. One of the ptar ways chaste society (like Mastani iMBajirao
of depicting Muslims, is demonisingMastan). In between these two polar
Muslim men, and victimising Muslim opposite representations, there exists an
women. Drawing from this popular Westernintense and harmful ovesexualization of

he
ein

perception, the Indian representaton of hes e womenos bodi es, b
Muslims has become increasingljjooked at as entities waiting to be
stereotypical. The Shaheen Bagh protestsonquer ed, or saved, by

managed to give Indn Muslim women an a r maq uhe oprivileged men. With the
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Indian Parliament passing the bill banningn fieldwork from 1995 to 1997,

Triple Talad, it was made to look like the sibjectivizes the experience of Muslim

victim Muslim- woman had been savedw o me n i nvol ved I n t he \
from the clutches of Islam. Of course, imovement in Cairo. The movement was

woul dnodt be entir elsinilacto the Shaheen Bagh novementmin t h at
institutional Isakm has not been a means dfvo respec§ Muslim women, conscious

the subjugation of Muslim women. and vocal about their identities were the

face of the movement, and, regt

However, creating a narrative thaj,qance was given to their attire, looking
portrays these women as damsalslistress it in relation to th

to further “another system that actually,,oaq history, and as an extension of their

contributes to subjugation is what Islamic, ., ‘sense of selves. One of the reasons for
feminists have been arguing againdbu- o, ,qqingthis attire, Mahmood mentions in

Lughod talks about how our perspectives ofl, gt,dy of the movemeris the resistance
what are acts of resistance are defined gaj.nst commodi fi
t ﬁ y

a), th
the West. She sayspyedl gyt fa “?iNest@rﬁ‘e h&gkeroR
reading such acts (in reference to a Bedout1anmood 2004)
woman discarding her veil and weariné ’ '
lingerie’) as moments of opposition tond Besides being a landmark event for
escape from, dominant relations of powethe Muslim women of India, the protests at
they should be understood asimecribing Shaheen Bagh were a doull@ged sword
alternative f or ms oforthp stateeOn thé ane haidarbsistanced ,
2004, 9). was for a unified, inclusive India, something
t hat the stateds current

. In the Shaheen Bc_agh protests, Wﬁgainst. And on the other, the representation
witnessed how the voices of réd€ ¢ yhe nower of the veiled Indian Muslim
women (Muslim women, specifically), thaty,,man goes against the majoritarian idea of
gained amplification became an importan,qir victimhood (Ra, 2020). Along with
thread thatran throughout the movement. ortraying .an alt rhate icture of the
T_he majoritarian i Cﬁ/l%s"ﬁm %\/5man?ighf3§?rest~dly, GHe ! dfi! s ed
ldiot-MuslimWo mano, who beggay&&e Ado pditByed an alternative

veil is incap_able of thinking for herself ha icture of the Muslim mah Shaheen Bagh
become quite popular (Naqvi, 2020). Theging 5 residential colony, the protest site

women at Shaheen Bagh were consciousl\x,as in the middle of houses ahany

or_unconsciously, »éremely vocal about 5 nijies The men from the families stood
their Muslim identity; they made it anpack, watched and supported them as

integral part of the entire movement, by 1§ ,men ook the centrstage and voiced
claiming their attire that had been. ;' hn'cearns that were not W

repeatedly used to question the legitimacy

of their identity, and their independence. Anlt was also a unique
This movement holds importanbecause it merd most of them steeped in patriarchal

created a space for these women to occupglue® to be on the sidelines of a

the status of the subject, rather than beingovement led by women. They only tried

an object about whom conclusions are hei r best to make the
drawn based on the popular narrative. Far
instance, POMianDhPtiEtyde@CS ® The image of the Muslim man in popule

YNNI GAQGS Aa O2yaidNu

' The Muslim Women (Protection of Rights to the dominant ideologyand power. Forced
Marriage) Bill, 2019 sexual endogamy, and the narrative bbve
2 AbuLughod takes this incident as a gener Jhado I adzaf AY YIy aiN
example to point towards the hegemony ¢ and marrying her by forcing her to convert), al
western culture. results of this.
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writes Zayed Masroor Khan (Khan, 2020)Furthermore, it is the vastness of their

Li ke i n Khanos e s s stryggle irnt terms of hovatheg incor@oratedo u s

records of personal experiences by wometheir ordinary daily lives into these protests
who visited the janpacked protest @t and that makes them stand out. As recorded,
appreciated it for being a space free dhese women would take hg at feeding
harassment, something that is unfortunatetipeir children and taking them to school,
rare. This can be looked at as a countewhile the rest would sit at the protest site.
narrative to the demonisation of MuslimSimilarly, they would cook their meals in
men, popularised in media depictions. the house with the largest kitchen standing
in solidarity not just with all those they were
- speaking for, but ab with each other, thus
Il. Redefining Love, Loyalty, and inculcating a domestiepolitical sisterhood
Solidarity (Ausaf & Salam, 2020). Much after the
The women protesting at ShaheeRrotest site had been cleared, the women of

Bagh came as an unexpected surprise @§aheen Bagh did not mourn their defeat;
they were raising their voices not only forather, they celebrated their victory. For
themselves, but for their community andhem, they say, havg stepped out of their
country; they subsequently went on to starfdomes, having sung songs of resistance,
for all those who had been oppressed, froRaving been known by the world, was a part
Rohith Vemul4 to the Pandits of Kashmijr Of their victory The Wire 2020). It would
while being extremely vocal about theie very interesting to dwell on the concept
Muslim identity. Most importantly, these©f romanticisation of these protests as an
women were speaking for themselve€Xtension of theextreme romanticisation of
Clearly, their existence on the fringes, botfhe concept of motherhood in most cultures,
physically and sociologically, positionedhowever, that is beyond the purview of this
them as subaltern ithe society. Although, Paper and deserves independent inquiry.
after the movement was made to stop, there

have been a significant number of Writing%ince 2012. has been witness to an

on these Kvomen, in that momentk_of t?ﬁggressive, masculine nationalism thatswa
protests, these women were speaking ‘E ed by the state to first come to power, and

'ubsequently, to decide with whom the

The past decade in India, notably

themselves, and many of them, are sti
writing for themselves (Spak, 1988).

Women speaking up for issues that are npt Jaf o W

e | ) .
womenos alone has Reénta " Eh3aei M il ©

feature of what some feminists are novye
calling the global fourtiwave of feminism
(Dasgupta & M, 2020). Another
characteristic feature of this wave is th

ordinaly women are not being spoken for, i ndertones of a masculine idea of

they are speaking up for themselves. Alyying and owning the feminine. The
Shaheen Bagh too, women who had nevgjnmen of Shaheen Bagh, through the
stepped out of their houses were sitting gbyiyal of national symbols, redefined
the protest site speaking loud and cleag,yigtism in their struggle to reinforce their
making  their  demands,  singiNgye|onging to their land (Ausaf & Salam,
revolutionary songs, well aave of their 2020). Specifically, the revival of the heroes

Mother India, a feminine figure; now,
they be@n gradually taking the form of a
vi ol ent test of

centrality in Indiafs; Peeibrat dnee og ahdys ¢

Maulana Azad, and most importantly Dr.
Hyderabad University campus under mysterio B.R. _Ambedkar was the'r attempt to recall
circumstances. the brth of secular India. This was these

®Victims of the Mass Exodus in 1990. STAGSNIfte YSIYyAY3IS Gz
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womenos resistance ravgldionarys poetstlikeeFaizp AhinedtFaiz s o f

renaming, and erasing of history that iand Habib Jalib, being recited by these
being practiced widely. women was a landmark event of reclaiming

their resistance, and their verses. That said,

. 'Rahul Rao further suggests that7 thfhe voices of Muslim women that emerged
hoisting of the tricolour by the fpur WOMEN ¢ this moverent is an important matter
at Shaheen Bagh on Republicayp 2020 . engage with.

definitely put forward the question of who
the nation really belongs to, by creating an Protestpoet Igra Khilji, who was a
alternate space that was led by women @sominent voice at the Shaheen Bagh
opposed to the hoisting of the national flagrotests has repeatedly talked about how the
in the same city, at the same time, by the@omen of Shaheen Bagh, in their act of
head of the state (Rao, 202®imilarly, protesting are resisting on two fronts,
Shaheen Bagh also attempted to remind tfighting two evikd fascism and patriarchy.
nation that the idea of patriotism belongei n her poem fiAzad Hai o,
equally to the fringes when they ushered in .

o - Bulbul KaheSaiyyad Se,
the new year 2020 by singing the national Lazim Teri Ab Haar Hai

anthem.
Shaheen Bagh was an important part ~ (The Nightingale tellsSayyad’

of the debates in the Delhi sasmbly now surely you will be defeated)
elections of February 2020, and the women,  The figure of thebulbul, the bird who
through an act of covering their mouthspas peen captured and tortured 3giyyad
refused to be objects in one politica} he t r a pper , finally fi
narrative. Perhaps this was also a respong@rds. Empowering the figure of theilbul
to the appropriation of the struggles of thgs another example of the female vocabulary
community as a whole, by politicaldders, of these protests. Khilji says that although
solely for their personal gains duringthere have existed prominent women Urdu
elections. In these acts of defiance, thﬁoets like Fahmida Riaz and Kishwar
women of Shaheen Bagh brought theikaheed, most of them have been from
history, as a part of the country that theycross the border (Agha, 2020). In the
feared eviction from, to the cemtséage, protests against CAA/NRC/NPR, the Indian
thus concretizing a past that is threatengd Bjuslim women have finally found their
violent erasure. voice in Urdu poetry. By writing in Urdu,
: they have defied the imposition of the
[ll. Contending Land and Language stateds ahthaw ueclimed the
Shaheen Bagh b e ilamgyage af theivancestors) is which mostly
movement was reflected in all forms of arthe men wrote. In another poem titled
that were produced in that space, or weieShaheen Bagho, Khil ji
influenced by it. Most artarks featured

fierce women, their head covered b;a fiQismatein Iss Mulk Ki Hain In

unehri Jhurriyon Mein Ingalabi Ik Asar

scarves, pointing towards the end of a lon ai Ab HamariSiskiyon Meip

subjugation. The poems, and other written
forms of art that emerged from these  (In these goldemrinkles now lies the
protests were words that not only embracddte of this country And in our sobs, lies a
but also empowered the femininechange thatis revolutionary)

Furthemore, even the poetry of famouss

The relation between théulbul (victim) and the
" Sarwari, Asma Khatoon, Bilkis (collectively kno Saiyyad(predator) has often been explored il
a4 GKS aRFFRAAE0VDI | yR Urdu literature as a typical example of th
Rohith Vemula) dynamic between oppressed and the oppressc
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Here, the act of crying that is Conclusion
associated with women in order to call them _
weak is used as a powerful symbol of  Th€ coming together of women from
resistanceifquilab). different social, political, physical spaces at
Shaheen p&hday huéssoned the
status of the women of the Muslim minority
)@ elngi% rIrgepain[teﬂ & new image of the
Muslim women internationally. Ad most
importantly, it brought together women
AAyega Inquilab, Pehenke Bindi from different backgrounds and generations,
Chudiyan Burga Hijab and wove through them a thread of
(And surely the revolution will arrive, recognition and sisterhood, something that
donned in bindi, bangles, veil, ahgab) was lacking among women from different

This line could be seen on artworksgenerations because of their different

on posters, on graffiti painted on walls, angesPonsesot the western idea of feminism.

smeared across social media. Khan, who 18 @ TED talk®, Khilji addresses this tear in

also a student activist, through her poedhe feminist movement among Muslim

reclaims both language and attire for thwomen, citing hijab as a symbol that

Muslim women. Her poem, she says, wasthreatens the power of some, and gives

respons to what the Indian Prime Ministerpower to the others. She points towards

had said about #i demitydifamnaCotohkee ofsiiaimie edi t i @

their clotheso, andpeyilstst (theh lapdt D itRif M i ster
of Uttar Pradesh said about the Muslim meBxymoronic by many) for placing

we % r I\ ng b an g |pehsn rakhn %QrHsgl\}eél Between their mothardaw
h a I, begause it was the women who were .

protesing. These writings are what CixousanOI their daughters (Cooke, 2000).
had termed ®mPor nedre @o MRding and recognising a
writing  herself, and claiming herselfgisterhood, throughout a struggle that is not
through claiming language (Cixous, 1976). limited to save only themsas, but also

Mushairae-Mohabbat a  poetry their community and their country, the
reading was organised on the evening @fomen of Shaheen Bagh have successfully
13th February 2020 that saw redtat by claimed their attire, their identity, their
SiX women poetS, to celebrate both Urd'.b_nguage, the physica| and p0||t|ca| space
and poetry. The T 0gH®R the) fould hebef BeliHabined, A" ¥
Urdu poetry by womepng. dillidqh%biaih bheiibadih e st s

is an important political affair from the | . . .
. . : doing this, they have made a major
perspective of gender (giving voice to

women in Literature), of language, anocontribution to the writing of hestory, a
hencepf power. counternarrative.

Another prominent podahat emerged
from the protests at Shaheen Bagh, Nabi
Khanosi Adyegmrequi | abo
tagline of the protests.

STAGSNY £f& GN}¥yatldGay3
this comment hadeen historically used to mocl
YSy F2N) y2d o6SAy3a avl
humiliation that is supposed to be similar to th 3
act of castration.

Delivered at PDPU on 30th April, 2019
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In response to the new Citizenshimrgues how women have been central to
Amendment Act (CAA), proposed Nationalsuch a remoulding of their role within the
Register of Citizens (NRC) and Nationaparameters of Muslim &htity in these
Population Register (NPR), various citieprotests.
across India wnessed sustained protests,
especially sHin protests since December We witnessed horrific communal riots
2019. These fis protests am HoothwEasi Dedhi, twhich claimed the
that have emerged in Delhi and other citidéves of at least 49 people from both Hindu
across India have attracted not only thand Muslim communities. What has
i magination of wo me aregedrnithehaks singecthei riots is the an d
other democrati organizations, but theyneed to revitalize the ethos sécularism in
have also been subjected to pervasive-higbur country. The colonial rulers had
handedness of state agencies and the rulittgoughout their rule tried to sow seeds of
party which have often unleasheccommunal dissension among the people of
oppression at protest sites in a bid to muzzladia. As a result, secularism was enshrined
the incisive critique of its laws. as a principle to be followed by the rulers of

India after independence frooolonial rule.

A significant developmentat these The Indian Constitution was created by the
protests cum siins has been an activeConstituent Assembly of India, elected by a
participation by women, who have been dimited franchise. Only seven percent of the
the forefront in these protests, both ageople, and that too only of British India,
participants and as organizers. Thiparticipated in the formation or election of
participation of women has been muclthe Constituent Agsnbly. The monarchs of
lauded and welcomed by progressivéhe Princely States, meanwhile, got to
sections of thesociety, and is seen as amominate their representatives to the
empowering development for a sectiolssembly, bypassing the need for election
which had hitherto been considered asr choosing of representatives from the
distant from public life. Similar trends havehuge anticolonial, antifeudal struggles that
been observed, of course, in several-antiad been waged in princelndia. In the
colonial Gandhian movements, where theriginal Constitution, it was laid down that
participation of women was quite the state is not going to discriminate against
spectacular. However, seeing the AGAA anyone on the basis of caste, creed, race and
sit-in protests as an oa@indout instance of sex. With the 4%' Amendment, secularism
empowerment of women would be towas added to the Preamble, and essentially
severely limit our understanding about theame to convey that the state should not

patriarchal mo u | d i disgiminat® detweenvpeopie an the basis of

i nvol vement i n t h e sreed, iy religiensDespite theWactntratrodr s
participation $ not just of their own Consti tuti onoés Preambl e
autonomous will, but is another instancé he phr heePéawpl et of | ndi

where their role is seen as central to a réhe limited franchise, a large majority of the
fashioning of Muslim identity. This paperpeople were not part of the process which
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created it. So, in real terms, it waddowever, the secularism so envisaged by
unrepresentative and, hence, remained #me rulers of independeitdia was imposed
irrelevant and abstract document for a larggom above, which ruling elites paid lip
majority. Freqent amendments to theservice to, and which largely remained
Constitution could never really rectify this. absent from the lives of the people. The
intention behind the inclusion of secularism
Secularism, thus, came to signify as a principle in our society was to accord it
behaviour, a modus operandi for the acceptance as a basis fitre relationship
equation between different communities. lamong different communities. But there was
came to mean that the state would neoto concerted attempt to bring attention to
discriminate among the people nda oppression and exploitation which was
secularism as an ethos would govern mtesanctified due to religious dogmas within all
community relationships between peoplecommunities. Thus, secularism came to be
Subsequently, in the context of majoritariaseen as a ploy of minorigppeasement by a
politics, secularism came to be identified asignificant section of the majority. The-so
minority appeasement. Amongst thealled majority community has remained
majority community, secularism seeruntouched by secularism, since the issues
through tle majoritarian lens, becameinternal to it, such as caste discrimination,
simply another means of appeasing theppression of women, etc.,, based on
minority community. In our own times, it religious sanction remain largel
has come to be der iuhaddressed; fmaking k uhe a rmajeritg o
APseladmoul ari smo. community distrustful of secularism.

The movement against the The secalled majority community
discriminatory CAA and NRC has largelyhas a large section of Dalits who have been
been led by womenrdm the minority historically discriminated against on the
community, assisted by various progressivéasis of religiously sanctioned dogma.
democratic and lefiving forces of the Likewise, women in bothmajority and
country. Contrary to it, the majority minority communities have been accorded a
community of the country is consideringsubordinate position and their
this as something detrimental to theidiscrimination has been justified by
interest. It is also being argued thidite resorting to religious texts and customs. In
projection of s e c 4 lak rreligions icommunities tliieMu srke |
|l edd movement i-Hi b d substaatiblkegtiors that bave been exploited
communalism, and not real secularism. Sbasedon the traditional religious dogma.
the main purpose of my paper is tdecularization in the true sense has
interrogate why there is so much apathgonsequently remained a distant reality for
towards the ethos of secularism amongstthe toiling majority, which not only
majority o t he count r y 6 sontneep dol @t socalty. opprébsed, but
is it that the majority thinks that ineconomically exploited, too. At this
secularism, there is something for thguncture there is broademeed to revive
minority community but not for the secularism not just as the basis for inter
majority? How do we revive or create arcommunity relationship, but as an active
interest in secularism for the majority of thengredient in intracommunity life as well.
masses in the countryi remains a task Such secularization is important for the
and herein lies the contemporary deadlock.dismantling of hierarchical relationships of

oppression and  exploitatio within

The word secularism literally meansespective communities, which  have
separation of state and religion and +norhitherto been justified by traditions and
inclination of the state towards any religionreligion.
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No struggle is likely to be successfuljncreasingly being seen as repositories of
unless it creates a kind of universalism forommunal identity and beageof the larger
itself, or in other words, it gets consideredhonour of Islam. What we are seeing is not

as universally valid. Thushere needsto befi e mpower ment 0 but recast

something that can be seen as beneficial mores to suit the contemporary conjuncture
secularism both by the people of thevithin which the minority community finds
majority and minority communities. This isitself. In this process, the image of a model
the impasse which needs a breakthrough. Muslim woman is beingrgstallized where
break this deadlock of the contemporarwomen are supposed to subordinate their
movement, the women of the majgp interest to the larger interest of the
community need to see that secularism mMmunity.
something which is also important for them
and that it is not something just to safeguard  However, the movement has also in a
the interests of the minority community. Away furthered middlkelass and
shift is badly needed from viewinglslamophobic biases. It is a general
secularism as something limited only to astereotype of Muslim women that they are
amicable relationship between differenmore housebound than women in other
communities, to intra-community issues communities. Reproducing this
which are influenced and determined bgtereotypical bias, gatherings of women at
religious traditions. A fight against theprotest sites in Muslim attire are seen as
debilitating and exploitative religiouswomen coming into the public sphere from
traditions in the majority community, the private confines of their respective
around the axesfaaste, gender, etc., will households for the fitstime, as if so far
galvanise the support of a majority withiltMu s | i m women wer enot
the majority community for secularism.public domain, such as educational
This then would not be just an abstracinstitutions and workplaces. Muslim women
constitutional secularism, but would heraldomprise no less a proportion of the
an era of truly mass secularism. workforce in India, as compared to women
from the secalled majority community.
It becomes pertinent to is8 some Thus, such biases concerning the role of
glaring questions emerging from the protestomen perpetuate the regressive traditions
sites themselves, in the present context wfich are being hailed as the assertion of an
the struggle against religiouslyoppressed community. In this context,
discriminatory laws like CAA and NRC. patriarchy is recast and reinvigorated when
From my personal experiences from varioust a bid to fight against communal
protest sites, | have seen women from thepression regressive traditions like
Muslim community who switched tburga wearing a veil othijab get reinforced, and
andhijab, when patrticipating in the proteststhis development getsnisrecognized as
which unlike before, was meant to portrayi e mpower ment 0! I n
their modesty in public. Women aredevelopments are synonymous with
increasingly being subjected to amplifiedeinstating those very patriarchal practices
community surveillance and it is beingand systems which reformers in bathe
insisted that tey have to respect communitycommunities had been struggling against in
traditions in public, especially in the presentheir bid to rid religion of its orthodoxy and
times when their religion is under attackconservatism in order to achieve the true
This points towards a significantliberation of the backward masses and
development, wherein women  arevomen, in general.
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Women and War:-avekriation

Devangana RathoreBA Hons. English Il Year
Best Paper: WSC Annual Student & Maahum Hussain BA Hons. History IlI
Seminar, 2020 Year, Indraprastha College for Women, DU

Abstract: Since time immemorial, women have been considered a part of the private
domain, of the domestic sphere, and especially more so during conflict. Womankind is the
first to be sequestered and hidden because patriarchal narratives would have one believe that
women have never participated in conflict in any capacity, and have always featured in said
narratives as powerless victims of forces beyond their control. The paper attempts to
challenge this stereotype and elaborate upon the role of women as equatalbigialised,
stakeholders in the soeultural, economic, and political structures of thigres.

Divided into two parts, the paper will look at female representation in the most documented
conflict of human history: World War Il. The two parts witlclude an investigation into the
detailed accounts and histories of German Pilots (Primary Teet:Women Who Flew for
Hitler: The True Story of Hitlés Valkyriesby Clare Mulley), and Soviet Snipers (Primary
Text: The Unwomanly Face of Way Svetlana Aexievich). All of the texts revolve around
women who changed the face of World War Il as it were, demonstrating the overlap of the
personal with the political, along with an intersection of various identity positions to achieve
the most personal yet patial of matters: freedom. Deriving from personal accounts,
memoirs, translated testimonies, recorded interviews, and government corroboration, the
paper will attempt to highlight the undexpresentation of women not only in the public
sphere, but also ia personal capacity and bring to light the relationship between armed
conflict and women, women who are in the thick of conflict as active participants and not as
placid sufferers.

Keywords: War, Women, Soviet, Snipers, American, Cryptographers, Gerniatg Pi

This war, more than any other war in  aone understood or celebrated. It was only
hist ory, (Worl d Warr with the late 1960s that various nations
i John G. Winant declassified documents and data from

World War I, allowing historians a glimpse

4,000,000. Four million. A numberinto the contribution of theot her 0 gende
which is near impossible to ignore, ncalthough only in the works of select female
matter what thecontext. This is the total historians in the West did this find
assumed number of women whecknowledgment. Some of the most prolific
participated in World War 1l, for unlike male historians of World War Il continue to
men, very little detail is divulged about thedeny or airbrush the role of women in the
number of women involved in wartimewar. This paper seeks to counter this
activities. World War Il remains the mostnarrative, no matter how infinitesimally,
documented war to date, with a pleth of and highlighthot just female involvement in
work and literature from all the involvedWorld War Il, but also how the personal
parties, including personal memoirsbecame political for these women who,
seconéhand accounts, military documents,despite being caught in the middle of a
etc. Yet, somehow, despite a paper trail severe identity politics, fought for their
mile long, the female contribution to Worldnation. Of course, the morality of their
War |l is rarely even acknowledged, levalues is open to furer discourse.
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Soviet Union Snipers need another person for emotional support.
However, they became so adept at their
The Soviet Union saw the mosttasks, that the fellow male comrades of the
contribution of women in the war, despitetRed Army were forced to reluctantly accept
Stalin being a deeplmisogynistic man who them asquals. This can be easily supported
famously said fia woman with ideas is like with their kill counts, which was almost
0 a herring wi t h i dalways upward of 50, with the mosts 6 0
(Vajskop, p.8).However, Stalin strove to successful being Lyudmila Pavlyuchenko,
uphold the communist ideal, which dictatewith a kill count of 309.
that men and women participate equally in
the war. This is what led to him reluctantly Those on the Soviet side still had their
allowing women to join the frontlin®nly reservations despite seeing themwaork.
after all the manpower, so to speak, haThe reason for this ideological conflict
been exhaustedThe Soviet Union has between the ideals of communism and the
always had a history of female resistancinability to treat women as equals has been
and leadership in battle, which is why eveexplained by sociologist and historian
in the lead up to World War Il, theySamantha Vajskop,
pressurized local authorities, and eventually,
the national officeof the Komsomol for the Stalin changed the image of women to
right to serve at th&ont lines. Perhaps theserve the needs of his raetg and toteach
most direct and brutal involvement with theSoviets (especially men)On the one hand,
battle is of young girls who volunteered tcthere was the idea of a woman as an equal
serve theiGr e a't Mot h er | aparticipant as a man. But on the other hand,
sent to Sniper School. Even as these girthe Soviet campaign also showed this ideal
were trained for the war at the School, thewoman asfisweet, innocent, untroubled by

were looked down upon by their hardship, let alone bywar 0. The i de
supervisors, who would frequently useSoviet woman was not merely a hard
patronizing language, such as: working, active citizen; she was also a

loving wife and mother. This tension would

fiHow am | to make soldiers out of you, deabecome an issue for men both during and
Girl s, and not t ar g after World War Il in dealing with women
fiTheyve foisted girls on me. What is this,as comrades in arms. (Vajskop, p.11)
some sortofwomes r ound danceThg despite their accomplishments
fiWhat am | going to do with you, my dears‘on the field as well as off it, as soon as the
Where did they f i ndwarstartedtocome to a close, a lot of these

(Alexievich, p.1214). women received dishonourable discharges,

permanent medical leaves, as well as being
The misogyny did not end there. Everreferred to asfimenopausal personmel

as the Soviet women learned how to uswhich, according to Stalin, rendered women
guns and rifles, their commanding officepermanently incapacitated and therefore,
would often mentioni Af t er t h wnable to fight anymore.
men will be afraid to marry you.. You o6l |
fling a pl at e at h i s Perhaps the most strikingly tragichi mo
(Alexievich, p.16). Even after surpassingoccurrence is not a story, but a statistic. Out
men in shooting capabilities, they were stilof the 150,000 people decorated after World
treated like secondlass soldiers, and sentWar Il in Soviet Russia, less than 0.1 %
in pairs to take out high profile Germarwere women, even though in totality, they
tarcgets, because they were not trusted formed more than 10% of the Soviet Army
complete the job individually, and wouldby theend of World War II.
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Pilots/Diplomats of Germany (Zegenhagen, p.584). Or statements such as,
iAAnd vy eatwonan m@lohwith all my
Germany too had great reservationheart, only with the limitation that | remain
about employing women in battalions witra wo man, wi t h al | my
Hitler passing many legislatioisat women (Zegenhagen, p.58885). According to
were not supposed to be trained in combzegenhagen:
weaponry. Even so, Hitler inducted upwards

of 5,000 women into aviation, which was That women pilots rem
considered one of the most importaryomen in the most beautiful meaning of the
technological pursuits undertaken by thyy o r d 0 me a n that thdy cemaineda | |t

Germans after their crushing defeat in WVy\yare of their inferior position in aviation
'I.t Dest,._pltel the'; _bn?tlonalhas We”th 83nd never tried to challenge male
Internationalcontributions, nowever, es'superiority. By stressing a disinterest in

pilots _ find very little mention i emancipation, announcing their intentions
contemporary history. Evelyn Zegenhage.

finds twofold reason for this: not iustIn hgmble wqrd_s, never challenging official
because of the subjéstrelative obscurity, politics .that limited them irall areas, and
but in what sk refers to agia conscious Presenting themselves as feminine and
effort in society before and after 1945 tdtechnically challenged, women pilots made
neglect and ignore female contributions tsure that they were accepted by the male
aviationo (Zes§dnhagPilotsd community, and
general. (Zegenhagen, p.5885)
In the early days of World War I,

Germany recruited several women with a Emancipation, then, was not a concern
pilot 6leense only foracrobatic shows for them. Whatvasa concern for them was
because with women as the face of flyincthe defense of the Fatherland, their
Germanyos aviati on ambitions not to free themselves, but fred
nonthreatening, appeared civilian anGermany from the oppressive Treaty of
mo_dern rather than martial and revisionisygrsailles. As such, they were trained for a
This also camouflaged the fact that thegport periodof six months in acrobatic

were evading the laws laid down e fying “hefore they were sent to foreign
Treaty of Versailles, which imposed heavy,s to perform shows for people. On the
(rjeesjglccflongnts O‘Phe S;vgr;aniven a;’\'/?gt(i)c:surface, female pilots looked charming,

P : y g nonthreatening and welcoming as opposed

training, but not allowed to apply for : :
combative aviation licenses. to th_e male pllo_t; who were subject to
scrutiny and suspicion.

Also, the feminist desire for _ _ _ .
emancipation seemed to be missing from  Obviously, behind this innocent
the women pilots themselves. Even asthe Ur f ace was Hitlerds tru
covertly lobbied for the rights to fly for women as ambassadors to revive the lost
battle, they would continue to appeal to thGerman reputation. Women pilots also
male gaze by emphasising their feminincarried out propaganda missions abroad for
features, characteristics, and beauffiy Ger manyo6és pol i tical goal
believe | can say, in the name of thimanaged to utiliserpvailing gender roles to
German women pilots, that in us thehis advantage, by painting women as -hon
hierarchy of values of all womanhood has ipolitical entities, all the while making them
no way been altered, and that aviation nevpropagate the German cause, which is
[was] a thing of [achieving] emancipationfurther made evident by the close eye that
We WO me n pilots arGer manyds foreignesdfice
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It was only in 1944, witta sharp lack of sufficient manpower and not feminist
of male pilots, that female pilots wereideals that allowed women to fight at all.
finally employed with the army outside ofWomen at the battlefield presented
acrobatic shows. Hundreds of women pilotadditional problems. What do you call a
followed an appeal in the summer of 194female rifleman or a commander, or a tank
to be trained and employed as glidindriver? There was no feminine term for a lot
instructors for the German Army. Even,s of martial roles, which gave rise to a
very few of them got to fly again; mostlinguistic issue. In addition, there was a lack
women were restricted to the role of glidincof facilities specifically for women, such as
instructors only, and out of the 5,00Cll-fitting uniforms, no washrooms for
women capable of flying, only 60 were evefemale wuse, etc. Though these are
allowed to see conflict. In the two newlyruminatons for a separate line of inquiry,
founded Germanys after World War I, thethere is also a strong need to recognise the
sewvices of these women aviators were ncontribution of these women as impactful,
longer required. Women pilots underwent consequential, of some import. It is only
quick and, in most cases, easwhen there is acknowledgement of their
denazification. Very few ever took up flyingactions, that they can be held accountable
again, with most succumbing to societefor thoge actions, and be condemned for the

gender roles and resultant obscurity. same, as in the case of the German pilots. If
one never even accepts their role in the
Conclusion World War, there can be no further

discourse on the morality of the values they

Though there may be two verystood for, and there will be no acceptance of
different portrayals of women in war, onethe fad that a lot of their actions were not to
side actively encouraging women tcbe glorified, but to be castigated. Therefore,
participate, and the other actively restrictinthere is an urgent requirement to delve
them, some core problems prevailed witdeeper into this area of study.
both sides. On both ends of the conflict,
womenos pesmwsr® sulgelct tolthev  World War Il saw the involvement of
political exigencies of the times and themore than four million women across all
were often considered state propertysides, and not jasn the traditional roles of
Women had to deal with the societanurses and caretaker, but as messengers,
pressures of conforming to gender roles «codebreakers, riflemen, drivers, snipers,
femininity even as they strove to make it tpilots, mechanics, airplane operators, etc.,
the frontlines, with varyingdegrees of all of which has often been conveniently

success. D6 Ann Ca mp glossed over by history to pretend as if lthis
there may be such imposition on womernever happeed. At the very least, it
AYoung men saw mi |l ihighlights a pressing need to addressithisf o r

their virility, and as a certificate of theirgap in knowledge and awareness, to
manhood. If women could do it, then it waacknowledge women as more than placid
not very manl y,, p.32a).s sufferers of the whims of men who plot and
She also emphasises that it was only a laplay at wars.
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Abstract: The Indian constitution guarantees equal rights and representation to every section
of society, but the reality on the ground is very different. This much can be concluded from
the daily reports of atrocities committed against women in the public sphere in Inika. Cit

like Delhi promise many opportunities but are biased against women in their design and
planning. There have been efforts by the government to make commuting for women a safer
experience but all these initiatives either lack in the reform imagined oproper
implementation. The period of commute that women choose, the mode of travel they use, etc.,
reflect how well a city has managed to create an inclusive public space for women- A well
planned city by ensuring the safety of women in the public sgao®tely guarantees greater
participation of women in the democratic decision making of a polity. This study is conducted
to get an insight into what the design of such a democratic city space that encourages more
women in the public space would look likEhe study also addresses the experiences of
women and their perception of safe spaces. Secondary sources like articles and reports from
newspaper and magazines and government organisations and primary sources like interview
and street auditing have beesed for this study.

Keywords:  w o srsafatyj civilian rights, democratic space, experience

Introduction express high concerns about the safety of
their commute. This higlihts that
Delhi is consistently registeringwo mendéds saf ety 1is not m e

highest rates of total cognizable crimecity planning process of public transport

against women amongst major metropolitasystems in urba centres. This limits the
cities in India. Wow o mes n éducational and occupationeln' s i n
contemporary public spaces of Delhi havchoices and they are forced to live in a city

been discussed and debated on sevethat has been planned without takitiegir

platforms, but the problems still remairconcerns into account. It is often found that
unresolved. According to a 2014 Thomsowomen prefer to choose a college in the

Reuters Foundmn survey of some of the bottom half of the quality ladder over a

w o r 9 ldio@st cities, Delhi is one of thebetter college due to lack of safety in the

cities having the most dangerouroute to those betteuality colleges
transportation system for women. In th¢Borker, 2017). Generally, women

past, several studies were carried out on tlexperience higher levels of fear of crime in

necessity of female safety in public spacecomparison with men as cities are mainly

the need for safe mobility for women, anwl anned f or t maknproeedyd dono
how safe mobilityis related with the right to for women. Therefore,tiis important to

live as an equal citizen in any city. Apacconsi der s wonoeens 6 and

India study (Bhatt, 2015) found that in Indieperspectives and incorporate it into the

where 5.5 million women enter thedesign process. Of coutrsehat works for

workforce each year, more than 50%women works for men as well but not the
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other way around (Dastgheib, 2018)determining major aspects of the
According to a report by the Nationalcommuting e&perience of women in
Democratic Institute, at the soedmltural general.

level, the representation by the media of

women in leadership still tends to facon Regarding the most unsafe time to
what they wear, their marital status or theitravel, that is, whenwomen feel most
voices, as opposed to their policy positionvulnerable, 8% of the respondents aareed
or competence. The existing literatur¢hat the post 9:00 PM timeame is the
shows that a nation cannot be consideremost unsafe for commuting. The reasons
truly democratic if a particular section ofcited by them mainly point t@oor public
the population faces extreme inedties in infrastructure and facilities. 86% of the
access to urbanised spaces-&iss other respondents said they commute daily by
sections of society. Therefore, there is public transport, like bus, metro,
need for women to reclaim their spaces iautorickshaws, cabs, etc. 71% amongst
public transport systems and other urbathese women prefer commuting via Metro,
public spaces, and become a part of tlas it is considered the safest option. The
conversation regarding their own safetremainna 29% of the respondents feel that
while commuting and accessing urbabuses, autos, and cabs are relatively unsafe
environments. as here the period of commuting is
unpredictable, and dependent on the
behaviour of the driver and traffic

This study includes both primary anccongestion.
secondary data. Primary data collection was _
done through an online guestionnai@sed The report by Centre for Science and
survey and persona| interviews of focu;EnVil’Oﬂment (CSEﬁ)OintS out that Fhere is_a
aroups (parentsacademicians and collegeshortage of 5,0600,000 buses in Delhi.
students)_ Participants of the online survelnitiatives like installation of Panic bUttOI’],
include 210 women from 11 differentour data shows, is helping little, since 91%
colleges in the age bracket of-28 years. Of the respondents said they did not know
Likert scale was used for scaling thebout the location of the panic button in a
responses in the survey for researc|bUS. Thisunderlines the need for smart city
Secondary data was collectedrh different desianing where there are adequate
government reports and newspaper articliesources provided to advertise the
as well as data from the National Crim¢neasures for improving safety being
Record Bureau (NCRB). A separate offlincundertaken by governments.
survey on the impact of the Delhi Analyzing the City Design throu%h a
Government 60s | at est I 17e € gireet Audit S € I me f
women in DTC buses was conducted, along

with a street audit to map the SDElelC The Delhi Declaration on Womén
vulnerable spots on the streets of Civisafety (2010) statesfviolence against
Lines, New Delhi. women and girls constitutes a human rights

Experiences of Women in Public Spaces Violation and continues to be an obstacle to
reaching gender equality and equity, peace,

temporal relationship with reference to th«and sustainable development; Worgen
experience of women when commuting Viidlverse experiences of city life are affected

various public transport options, and thei?y 9endesased discrimination and abuse

immediate response to the undesirabn Public and private spaces, including
situations they may have to encounter exclusion from political and socieconomic
navigate as part of their commute. Time anparticipation, as well as limited access to
duration of travel play an important role inessential gwices and infrastructure.

Methodology

This section explains the spatial ant
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Women $ and right tol thed city street design where women can be attacked
includes the right to live free from violencewith impunity because the attackers can
and fear, in more equitable, democratic, armake their getaway in higbpeed vehicles.
inclusive cities. Women and girls have the

right to participate and be part of decision Also, on both Streets A and B, very
making processes in local governancdew residential gates were manned by
urban planning, and an a g e mEha tsecurity personnel, and they lacked
right to inhabit the city fully and freely hassurveillance. However, there were sixteen
been denied to women given howPrivately owned and installed CCTVs in

vulnerable women are on the streets, arptrop?r évtorkitn% hcodnditiogy di(w)'nh ?OtTf ﬁhe
other public spaces in Delhi at any time o>- €€'S: SUEEL A had geénéyahign foota
the dayTo understand the challenges theat all intersections, with moderate footfall

. therest treet ON Street B. Despite the satisfactory
women experience on nereels, astreel ., qition of the road on both streets, the

audit of an 80M long stretch, requirement of navigation maps and sign
Shankaracharya Marg (A) and Ramkishoryoards was felt while commuting during the

Marg (B) inside a Civil Lines residentialhours when the roads are almateserted.

colony was conducted. The audit souglBesides no resting places and no disable
especially to g a ufriendly paths, many loopholes and
experiences in terms of various indicatorc oncer ns wi th rel evance
pre-selected for the tsdy like T street like the presence of abandoned properties,
lighting, condition of pavements, speedhe lack of police presence, and deserted
breakers, residential gates (considering ttPaiches in between houses were flagged

surveillance), CCTV (working or not, through the street audit.
private or government), footfalls, condition

of tfoad l(dlsable (fjrlendly /gj:ieomberw'ge)’condition and width of pavements are
resting places, and maps N DOAIAS  yirectly related to the free movement of

for navigation. women. In the absence @ yes ®6 on str e

. j.e., people (footfall), CCTVs and street
We found that the number of worklng"qhtsD W%me(n feel) their freedomof

street lights on Street A was seven and Gnoyement is adversely impacted. Even the
street B was eighteen. Of these four and tWength of walls of residential housing
street lights, respectively, were not irmatters since lower walls ensure more eyes
working condition in both streets. Poorly liton the roads. All this points to the need for a
streets arerime hubs as criminals can takemore inclusive and gender sensitive design
advantage of the dark spots to assauof our city spaces.

women.

The number of street lights and the

Security ScanofDe | h i Government
Pavements in street A were Free Ridership Scheme

encroached upon by parked vehicles, flower

pots etc., which reduced the walking space ~ Delhi Governmen 0Fsee Ridership
.Scheme for Women which was launched on

Encroachments on safe public pedestrie2;, .

pathways not only makne terrain uneven, 29} October 2019 &Nas mtenbo_ll(_ad :CO promote
narrow and dangerous to navigate, but tsa ety, security and accessibility for women

: . ', in Delhi. A survey through interviews was

pushing women off the sidewalks, it als¢onqucted to analyze the difference (if any)
makes them easier targets of attack. Streetihis scheme made in the lives of women. 13
did not have any pavement. Besidesegular women commuters of DTC buses
surprisingly both streets did not have anwho awiled the benefits of the scheme
speed breakers. This suggesa flawed responded. The majority of them agreed that
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this scheme had increased the presence ultimately, they would have to foot the bill
women in the DTC buses. Besides 38% s tax payers. In other word, they were
them said that they themselves had startskeptical about freebies being a letegm
travelling more using buses. While for somsolution.

the increasd crowd, mainly comprising of

women, made them feel safe, for others the Conclusion

experience is contrary. They believe that the

congestion adds to their discomfort as boys  City design and urbaplanning does

now keep on hooting creating a Vilenot only include the roads, drains or the
environment. However, buses are their fiI’Smeans of transport but also designing the
preferenceThe metro is the second resorspaces in such a way that they can serve
when congestion in the buses becomes ttheir purpose for all without prejudice.
much. None of our respondents related thyhat we are seeing today are the urban
scheme to the economic gap between migpaces created by men and for mencihi
and women but all agreed that this schenignores every assertion of the existence of
had increased the mobility of women fronother genders in the city. The studies clearly
lower income aroupand motivated them to show that height of walls, street lights,
come out of their homes. width of pavements, number of speed
breakers, CCTVs, footfall and even the
Encroachments by men of reservepresence of vendors have bearing on the
seats in public transport is nothing new. ThSECUhﬁV of women in public spaces.
respondents indicated a reluctance to tall jkewise, while the metro is considered the
action if the seat was occupied by elderlsafest form of transport, its safety is
men, _out of courtesy. But if the seats Werseverely compromised by the lack of last
occupied by younger males, then a few dmile connectivity. One of the main reasons
try to get these seats vacated when mipehind this state of affairs is certainly the
don6t do so on theilack of wonenoés repr eseintttagdd o
t hat they donot a s planning compounded by the lack! d¥ be
vacated out of fear and because they femechanisms for collecting feedback from
that men should understand and vacate tdifferent sections of people and women in
seats vtuntarllv. ACCOI’dIn_Cl to them, the particu|ar to improve CitV desiqns for
idea of bus marshals is quite successfieveryone. Safetipin has started such an
Almost all the buses have marshals now binitiative but its scope is limed to looking
male marshal are lagqging behind in effectivat the situation of Delhi.
service as compared to the female marshals.
The reason cited by sonoé them for this is Democracy is not only to be sought by

tha  me n lisetroto Male marshals anddemanding 33% representation of women in
male marshal do dibsist very much on |ocal governments. What is required is the
compliance when it comes to issues like thpromotion of safe and democratic public
occupation of reserved seats. spaces freely accessible to all women at all

times of day and night to ensure that they

Sustainability and success of thecan begin claiming their loadenied rights
scheme is still moot because of the negativto the city.

attitude of drivers. HRo instance, many

drivers do not stop the bus for female

commuters. This is a new and rather Acknowledgements

unfortunate problem confronting the women We would like to thank all the
because of the lack of a positive respongparticipants of the survey for their valuable
among men towards the scheme. Alsdnsights. We also thank Dr. BabMoitra
regarding the question of sustainabilitySaraf, Principal,Indraprastha College for
respondents believed that even if on the fawWwomen, DU, for her encouragement and
of it the rides are free for women,support.
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Brief Report of the Ongoing Research Projects at WSC, JMC

The Research Cel of online teachindearning which has
Studies Centre (WSC), JMC, comprises (dangerously added to internet real time as
14 members from several departments in ttwell as dependence on social media, the
college. Dr. Maya John, Dr. Jessy K. PhilifWSC has launched four projects.

Dr. Anupama Srivastava and Ms. Aneest

Puri are the faculty members who ar The Research Cell aims to create a

mentoring the four ongoing projects of thiculture of informed research initiatives and

WSC. The student coordinator of thediscussion on challenging issues which

Research Cell i$sayatri Ahuja from third persist in Inda. It is our effort to shine

year Political Science (Hons). critical light on muchneeded reforms in
favour of women, especially for those from

The WSC in the past has carried oumarginalised sections of society, and in
socially meaningful research, and the Centkeeping with the demands of social justice.
is proud of its work on the experiences c¢The emphasis is on analysing current
out-station JMC students living in payinggovernment policies,comprehending the
guest accommodations (2618), on two contemporary situation in depth, and
rape crisis centres in Delhi (2018), etc. engaging with grassroots level struggles and
This academic year (20Z0l), we have initiatives of women. With respect to the
broadened the scope of our research alast objective, the Research Cell has also
also the size of the Research Cell. Our mabeen working towards tracing JMC alumni
expansive endeavours are influenced by twho are committedly working ossuessuch
massive social and economic disrupio as gender equality, female education, social
that we have seen this past year since tjustice, etc.

COVID-19 pandemic set in. In an attempt t

map experiences stemming from a conte The four projects taken up by the team
of heightened dislocation, alienation, sacicfor the academic year 20221 are as
economic disparity, and the generalizatiofollows:

Project 1
Tracing Distress and Enhanced Precarity: Gender Analysi of the Lockdown

The COVID-19 pandemic has had emonthslong national lockdown, and the last
devastating impact on the livelihoods oto be reemployed during the phase of
millions of people, across the world COVID-19 restrictions being locked.
Informal workers, and among them migrar
workers, have been most severely affected The project is anchored in
in India. Reports and micro studies this pastocumenting the voice of the most
year have reveal that women workers marginalised sections of working women,
have borne a disproportionate burden ifuch as those in paid domestic work,

terms of being the first to lose jobs in Marct¢onstruction, garment production, home
2020 when India went into a sudderPased work, etc., and the detrimental effect

— S : the ill-fated lockdown has had @veryday
This brief report is bilingual. The writep of lives and livelihood well into the post

one of the ongoing Research Projects in tl |5ckdown period. The project also attempts
document is in Hindi.
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to trace exclusion, alienation, helplessnessyerview of conditions in the concerned

etc., as experienced by young womesectors.

students, who, via the online teaching

learning mode, were forced into an The team looks forward to presenting

academicroutine in schools and collegesd et ai | e d perspectives

during abnormal times, and that too withouéxperiences this past year, and seeks to

adequate access to internet and digitgighlight the question alequired reforms in

devices. policies and schemes for the benefit of
This project was envisaged whilewomen workers in India.

unlock restrictions were still quite

pervasive. Consequently, ongoing data  The team of scholars undertaking this

collection has been based on small samplggoject comprises of Anna Sara Baby and

and structured cum  sersfructured Archita Agarwal of third year, Economics

interview method. The findings are basefionours, Gayatri Ahuja of third vear,

on an engagement with exisgirdata and pojitical Scence Honours, Jolynne John of

analyses, i.e., secondary literature of thgeconol year, English Honours, Sandhya

lockdown period, which the team strives t?leremiah of second year, Political Science

verify against its own sampling and
documenting of experiences. Apart fronjionours, and Soumya Jha, of second year,

workers of the aforementioned industried listory Honours. The project is mentored
the team is interviewing notedPy Dr. Maya John, Faculty Convenor of
scholarsfesearchers, trade unionists an¥SC, and Dr. Jessy K. Rip, Staff
labour department officials to get anAdvisor, WSC.

Project 2
Cyber-Bullying and Cyber-St al ki ng: Mapping Young Wo me

Cybercrime and cybestalking have students, and that official reporting of the
been as old as the invention of the internmater is often minimal. In this light, an
itself. However, instances of both havionline survey has been widely circulated
become worryingly rampant in the pasamong Delhi University students.
decade due to several social factors, one
which is the phenomenal increase in tr As part of the analysis of experiences
accessibily and use of the internet ancrecorded, the team aims to comment on the
digital technology across age groupsexisting legislation against cybstalking
particularly so among younger age groups.and cybeibullying and, furthermore, the
accessibility of legal redress to young
women. While looking to highlight and
contribute to ongoing discussions on model

in the age group of 18 t@5 years, with practices for online interactions, this project
respect to cybestalking and cyber also seeks to explore the debate on the
bullying. The project is working with the Importance of stronge laws balanced
premise that cybestalking and cyber against the pitfalls associated with
bullying are rapidly growing phenomenadraconian surveillance of digital spaces by
that a bulk of the victims are womergovernment bodies.

This project is geared toward
collecting and analysing the experiences
universitygoing students, especially womel
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The project group comprises of Grac Kriti Sarin and Shambhavi Mishra of first
Xess of second year, Sociology Honouryear, Political Science Honours are also
Pawni  Khurana of second yearcontributors to this project mentored by Dr.
Mathematics Honours, Simran Raif oMaya John, Faculty Convenor of WSC, and
second year, English Honours, and ShaivMs. Aneesh&uri, Staff Advisor, WSC.
Sharma of second year, History Honours.

Project 3
Documenting Alumni Models

A team of scholars at the WSC has The project would not only prove to
undertaken the Alumni Research Projeche a mucieeded platform for recognizing,
which aims at documenting some life storiebighlighting and appreciating the hard work
of alumniof Jesus and Mary College, whoof countless women, but would also be a
have made noteworthy contributions imrmeans of inspiring, educating and
society. Since the college was started iempowering current students of JMC to take
1968, the team strives to collate informationp genuine social issueShe team has
on such alumni from batches acrosalready begun the process of identifying,
different decades. Through this project, th&racing and contacting alumni in the field of
WSC wishes to prade an insight into the school and university education, media and
experiences of alumni who have beejournalism, social work, law,
contributing towards important socialadministration, politics, etc.
issues. The attempt is not to merely trace  The project group include¥edika
career graphs of our hardworking and&harma of second year, Sociology Honours,
socially conscious alumniut through their Kriti  Sarin, Navdha Malhotra and
life storied the recollections of their Shambhavi Mishra of first year, Political
college days, their experiences of youngcience Honours, and Sanskriti Bhandari of
adult life in the metropolis, their struggles st year, Sociology Honours. It is

against discrimination and inequality inmentored by Dr. Maya John, Faculty
society, et® to reconstruct the |mportantCOnV(_:‘n or of WSC.

trajectories within the larger unfolding
gender dynamics of postcolonial India
society.
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POSTER COLLAGE

WOMEN'S STUDIES CENTRE,
JESUS AND MARY COLLEGE
PRESENTS A

CERTIFICATE
COURSE MODULE

ON

GENDER ANALYSIS OF
THE LOCKDOWN
SESSION IIl :

INDIA'S LOCKDOWN ANDITS
RAMIFICATIONS ON RURAL WOMEN

CONDUCTED BY

PROFESSOR JAYANT!I KAJALE
(PROFESSOR AT GOKHALE INSTITUTE OF POLITICS
AND ECONOMICS, PUNE,

SPECIALIST IN AGRICULTURAL ECONOMICS)

* DATE : 18TH NOV, 2020
WEDNESDAY
TIME : 12:45 - 2 PM
VENUE : GOOGLE MEET

Tl LR WLL B CIMCULATED AF TER REGHETRA TION

FOR ANY QUERNS, CONTACT
DHWANT JASINGH YA ARDRA (WO
PRE SOENT PRESOENT
91 9950 73738 ¥ B0L44 30000

Presents

A CERTIFICATE COURSE

LCBTQIA+
WRITINGS FROM INDIA

SESSION

= 4 FEBRUARY 2021

6:00PM - B:00PM
COOGLE MEET

WOMEN'S STUDIES CENTRE,
JESUS AND MARY COLLEGE

PRESENTS A
A SHISICATE Covaen CERTIFICATE o
COURSE MODULE  _"" o
ON

GENDER ANALYSIS OF
THE LOCKDOWN

SESSION .
CONDITIONS AND EXPERIENCES OF
WOMEN: LOCK-DOWN AND BEYOND

Prof. Ruth Vonito CONDUCTED BY
DR. MAYA JOHN

— (ASST. PROFESSOR AT JESUS AND MARY COLLEGE,
LABOUR HISTORIAN AND SOCIAL ACTIVIST)

DATE : 6TH NOV, 2020 (FRIDAY
TIME . 12:40 - 2 PN
NUE : GOOG MEET

= e

T L WA B CIRC UL AT AFTER SR TRA 0N

FOR ANY QUERIES. CONTACT -
O | AN B
PRESCANT LN
21 99090 Frm PR e

Women's Studies Centre, Jesus and Mary College ',,
R J

’ i collaberation with

_
Women's Development Cell, Miranda House -

WOMEW § STUDMS CINTESL

pe-shersesbeogan ] PRESENTS A WORKSHOP ON [~
AN INTEBACTIVE SESS\ON
THE 2021 BUDGET FROM A
GENDER PERSPECTIVE
PSPEAKER FOR SESSION I:
Prof. Ritu Dewan

(P oullar Malhar of the fiest Centre of Gender

NARRATIVES OF CENDER
AND SEXUALITY:

COMINGC OUT

Beonombes o Aia & VNice Prosident of the ladian
Sechely ol Laboss Feonomics

SPEAKER FOR SESSION 2:
Ms. Shruti Ambast

enio® Policy Amalyst. Contrn for Badger ood
Cavernamer Aqewwntabiling)

DATE: 19 MARCH 2021, FRIDAY
TIME: SESSION 1~ 12:40PM-2:00PM
SESSION 1I-4:30PM-0:00 PN

CLICK HERE TO REGISTER @

FOR ANY QLERIES CONTACY

e

SEW AN JAIsENE N

WOMEN'S STUDIES CENTRE
AU ARD ARY COLLICE WRIVERSITY OF DR

0 CORIADOT AON with

presents an interactive workshop on

a DISABILITY,
| GENDER AND _ ¥

ACCESSIBILITY -5,

conducted by

Co-Lead Programs of Rising Flame,
Sevuality and Women s Disadiday Rights Activist,

Rerearcher

(e

DATE:  17th February
TIME  430-600pm



POSTER COLLAGE

WOMEN'S STUDIES CENTRE
JESUS AND MARY COLLEGE

WOMEN'S STUDIES CENTRE

PANORAMA, JMC

A PRESENTATION FOLLOWED
BY A SCREENING OF THE
SHORT MOVIE

READY,SET,

GIRL

ON 03.10.2020 (SATURDAY)
AT 11:30AM

TO CELEBRATE WOMEN'S
SPORTS WEEK

» DATE 16 SEPT, WEDNESDAY
TIME: 1:00 pm - 2230 pm
PLACE: GOOGLE MEET

For any queries, contact:
Dhwani Jaisingh (President) 99100 73735
Riva Arora (Vice-President) 80544 56866

WOMEN'S STUDIES CENTRE
JESUS AND MARY COLLEGE
UNIVERSITY OF DELHI

v W

Women's Studies Centre,
Jesus and Mary College
presents

a workshop on

Inculcating Body
Positive Behaviour

Date: Monday, 2 November 2020
Time: 4:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m.

AWCERTIFICATE COURSE

PUBLIC HEALTH AND .GL[]BAL CARE CHAINS
&

Our speaker:
Dr. Priya Bhatnagar

ONTHE TOPC
THE LABOUR OF CARE:

THE PERSISTENCE OF GENDER AND CASTE IN THE SERVICE ECONOMY

FRIDAY, 22nd JANUARY 2021
4:30 PM - 6:00 PM
GOOGLE MEET

K WOMEN'S STUDIES CENTRE,
JESUS AND MARY COLLEGE
in collaboration with the
INTERNAL COMPLAINTS COMMITTEE (1CC)
presents a

WORKSHOP

on
Sexual Harassment in the

Workplace
(with special emphasis on Internships)
conducted by
Ms. Uttanshi Agarwal and

Ms. Ashita Alag
from One Future Collective

Date: 21st October, Wednesday
Time: 4:30 - 6:00
Venue: Google Meet

S DASY MEITA
Viee Provident
i LTS

For any queries, D RICHARY e MAYA JOIN

contoct:

VRITE MONGA
e

Dhwani Jaising Prosdent
49199100 73735

Riya Arora (Vice Presgant!:
+91 80544 5686

WOMEN'S STUDIES CENTRE,
JESUS AND MARY COLLEGE

presents a lecture on

DALIT WOMEN'S LIVES

MATTER

by
Ms. Bhasha Singh
and Writer

ting Edi

@  LINK WILL ONLY BE SHARED UPON REGISTRATION

Dhwani Jaisingh (President )

+91 9910073735

Riya Arora (Vice President |

91 BOSL4 S6866

Women's Study Centre
Jesus and Mary College

ommemorates

C
INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY
and
JAGRITI 2021

INAUGURAL LECTURE
by: KIRTI SINGH
leading women s rights lowygt and activist
Topic: Women's rights and the rion observant
the law and the Constitution.
Date: 5 March 2021(Frid
Time: 1240PM to 200PM

&

NATIONAL STUDENT SEMINAR
Presenting 15 student papers from across universities in India
Theme: Gendered Realities in Times of
Growing Authoritarianism

Date: 5 March 202)(Friday)
Time: 4:30 PM onwords

tr I

Forfurther detalls, contaet,
Dhwinffoisingh 910073755, Rivo Ardris 8054436806 s

- AR

Women's Studies Centre
PRESENTS AN
DIALOGUES WITH FEMINISTS ABROAD

CRITICAL QUESTIONS AND
REFLECTIONS

DATES & TIME:
12TH FEBRUARY (FRIDAY), 4:30 PM (IST)
AND
13TH FEBRUARY (SATURDAY), 5:30 PM (IST)




Reflections, Recollections
and Review

P""My
N DT S 9ue o date of ten
R & = 0 5 e, :

- ) --,'- L. ¥ % , o o4 " e ab .'"‘. ...\ TR i . ' .. :

3; 2382 e 87030 F RS Lo \::y'?"; ) oA e gl N _Wredt(:ll?{itgnkam!

gTik yr IR b, A 4 ey v 3 g3 ATMe ‘
. 21 = S T pee————E Y &1 S el - - 2 Al : -




Towards Casting Gender:

Reflectionsanj g" GYqt muj gr "gp" Ecuv

Dr. Jessy K. Philip
Asst. Prof., Dept. of Sociology, JMC, and WSC Staff Advisor

The Wo menods St u d yfemir@se imtéervertions withivi Qylobal feminism
believes in engagement with various strands aihd to comprehend the ways in which these
feminist thought and consequent refinement afiterventions can change concepts developed
political practice on the ground. It is myglobally. An attempt was made also to orient
observation that while students engage withtudents to the ways in which gender is
critical thought emerging from the global tlor structured by the unique institution of caste in
their understanding of indigenous radicalndia. Lastly, the aim of the workshop was to
alternatives has been far from satisfactory. Thdemonstrate to students the divergent political
state of WSC interventions has been particularlyractice that can emerge from different
a case for concern, as the Hindu right wing ha®nceptions of gender.
begun a project of reorienting gender relations
within the coutry by engaging public opinion,
right wing public sphere and various institutions
of the state. A socially salient understanding ¢
gender relations as it is shaped by other soci-
institutions peculiar to India, and the ways ir:
which political practice aa reshape them,

The caste question in India has often
been framed as a question of social justice and
I| elihood, but the ways in which caste
structures personhood has received lesser
attention. The workshop on caste and gender
explored therelationship between sexual and
) . . .social reproduction, caste inequality and
therefore, is of crucial significance in

Brahmanical patriarchy. On the basis of such

contemporary times. Gender as an ideologic-
an understanding of the intersections between
system is shaped by other systems of soci-

caste and gender, ways to organise political
value, such as, in India, caste. This is clear fro::

responses to gender inequality were discussed.
the difference in the response to sexual violen¢=

The workshop raised questions on whether
accordimg to the caste position of the victim anc:

there could be an exclusive feminist or anti
the accused, as seen from countless cases s:-

as the Hathras or the Hyderabad rape case. "(t:)afte pOIIttr:CS C(in5|der|n? i :cntersectli)tns
important that students are able to locat= etween fhese two systems ot inequallty

Basing itself on the pioneering Am kari
themselves in these contemporary events a:: asing itself on the pioneering Beularite

anaIyS|s of the connections between teas
orient themselves to contempora political
. endogamy and practices aimed at maintaining
challenges to gender equality.

control over womenos sexu
With this objective in mind, | organized aDalit  feminists  developed ideological

threepar t AfWor kshop on differences with upper caste feminists on the

The different sessions of the workshop aimedi s s u e of addressing and

locate political practice within India at thewi t hi n t he womends pnovemen

intersection of feminist thoughelsewhere as introduced students to Dalit feminist

well as social structures here. Thus, sessioperspectives on transforming hierarchical

were designed to orient students to locate Dainequalities of gender in Indian society.
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Caste and Gender Workshop Sessions The last session was conducted by
Nikita Sonavane on 28 February 2021.
The Workshop started with an inauguranikita Sonavane is a researcher, advocate and
l'ecture by Cynthia SiCofounder of the Bhopabased Criminalf and
Caste: Ret hi nking F e mi njustice and Police Accountability Project, an
November 2020. Cynthia Stephen is a Dalorgansation focused on holding the criminal
activist, writer, social policy researcher, aniustice system and the police accountable for
an independent journalist. Her body of worltargeting marginalised communities. Her
i ncludes |l eader ship session was titl ed20d9iRet h
initiatives for ] ulInterventions in Law from an Ani{Caste
empowerment groug) among others, dealingP e r s p e $hé kelaberated on the ways in
with perspectives of women and girls fromwhich the logic of Brahmanical patriarchy finds
marginalised sections in India. She introduceits way into legal reasonings. She also examined
students to her personal stories of casfeminist legal interventions in landmark court
discrimination. She elaborated on her worcases such as the Mathura rape case. She
within the feminist movement during the pattdescribed the erasure of the caste logic which
breaking deades of feminist activism betweernurtures sexual attacks on wonfesm Bahujan
19701990. She described in detail thecommunities in the mainstream feminist
emergence of a Dalit feminist viewpoint fronrdiscourse on sexual harassment. She also urged
the experience of feminist engagements witstudents to think beyond law for the reform of
the question of caste. In the light of her wor 9&nder relations.
with the government as a Director of the Looking back, the engagement of

MahilaSamakhya in Karnataka, she talked &tydents revealed the current gaps in their
Iength of praCtlcaI Interventions In gendeu(nowledge and (pBS|b|e ways in which these
issues from anitaste points of view and could be addressed in future. While students
elaborated on the theoretical refinemencould comprehend caste as a social system,
required in the conctheywereunable to easily identify instanceseoh d
fimano. caste and gender intertwining. By the last
session of the workshop, however, an
handl ed EE me . Titl Hnderstanmg of the varied policy outcomes
. . R . due to dlfferent femlnlst posmons cou

Feminismo, this se¥s

impress itself on students. All in all, 1 feel

February introduced students to the concept -
workshops that teach concepts with legal cases
Brahmanical patriarchy. | discussed the way?

and testimonials are more effective for
in which caste regimes of gender dictate thg

furthering  student  understanding and
e?<per|ence of ggnder' for wo'men belorg to engagemesrst with the caste regime of gender
different castes in Indian society.

in India.

The second session of the workshop we~

* % k%
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Vyushti Bhattacharya
BA Hons. History Ill Year

The talk by Srinidhi Raghavan on Srinidhi Raghavan told us there is adfel
AGender, Sexual ity amangst pedbmechatsdisablédipeopla cgnbot beva s
particularly eyeopening for me. It brought to sexual beings and are unlovable. She recalled a
light the intersectionality of disability, genderstory of someone she knew who was told by her
and sexuality, which is often overlooked byarents that she is not desirable due to her
people, in addition to other issues,tivial disability. On one end of the scale are body
and significant. image issues that sugtews would precipitate,

N and on the other is ignoring, or worse,

Srinidhi Raghavan started the talk b36Iiscrediting instances of sexual violence and

showing us a TEDx talk by Stella Youngy o na 'sffered by disabled people. The trauma
Young spoke about the association of achiev fen, .of sexual assailt.or violation, would.be

and disability, andg g Ridedidabied | sodlel bdledes Man

disabled people are congratulated and promotgl "ot e desired, who will believe their
for doing extraordinary things that are reallyaccounts of assault and stand with them? How

giusl;eb I géd|ngyplfeorogjmezéi;isfsblcﬁgagg%plgéol\ﬁg tgasily are their experiences brushed under the
gain perspective on their situation, which mak arpet? How many have suffered like this and

them feel they could have had it worse. Sﬁ@" continue to suffer?

questions such inspiration pomn arskawhy A point that has stayed with me since the
the world is not simply made more accessiblgik has been about intersectionality. When one
for disabled people. thinks of disabled people, the assumption is of a
Srinidhi pointed out the world is notheterosexual cisgender individual. But Srinidhi

designed to be accessible for everyone affgghavan reminded us that disability is not
spoke about her own experience with bookirjnited to only some social groups and can
hotels and having to constantly confirm th@ect anyone. Someone caa & disabled nen
provisions hey have for disabled people. Thidinary individual, a disabled Dalit or tribal, or a

reminded me of something | had read about tHé$abled noreterosexual. Intersectionality is
world being designed for white men. Foprevalent but needs to be recognized and

example, airbags in cars and bullet proof vesi§knowledged.
are made with white male proportions in mind,
in effect making them potentially life
threatening for differently proportioned wome
and men.

We have to strive to make our spaces
more accessible for disabled people by thigpkin
rblifferently and being more accommodating in
our thinking. We have to listen to them, support
Even social media, which is assumed them, and stop assuming we know what they
be one of the most democratic methods ®fant or need. We have to stop classifying
communication, is not designed for disablegeople into various categories and accept that
people. Visually challenged people can accesgch categories are unhelpfigdyond a point
only about 10% of the contentlime due to the individuals have multiple identities which may
rise of infographics and pictographic materigr may not include having disabilities. The
that caters to people with complete vision. gession with Srinidhi Raghavan underlined for
was a privilege check for me to learn thame how in so many ways we as a society have
something | use every day was inaccessibletto do so much better than what we have
S0 many people. managed thus far.

* % k% *
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Identity, Inclusivity, and Knowledge: Thoughts on the Course

UNI DVSKC-"Ytkvkpiu"htc

Shreya Ghosh
BA Hons. English Ill Year

The Womenos St Mdreoges, it Beeame rewident how a
conducted a certificate course series undiemguage inclusive of different kinds of
the theme of i L GB T @kenfites hA¥beaer in dyrgasiic ekisteoam and
l ndi ao from the 4t hdevelgpmenthe 8t h of February

2021, covering a wide range of texts i i
9 g . The second session with Professor

eI-sauth Vanita entered the more specific realm

was efficiently conduetd and instrumental ) ) . . .
y f lesbian historical fiction. The focgloint

in creating a space for learning an :
conversation regardin ender sexualitO the session was Profe
. : g g9 L )f\’/lemory of Light. This led to further
and identity. Not only was it a success, . ) R
within this particular academic session, i Pscussion on womenos f
"Virginia MrsVoDallowa§),s the

was also one of the crucial milestones in the, . )
~ relation betw?en text and various forms of
centreds wo r k fewoyearst e ast

. : . .__desire, and the subversion of dominant
parallel to its exponentially growing size .
narratives.

and activity. It involved extensive

participation and recognized different The third and final session with Sharif
perspectives, leading to an enrichindd. Rangnekar was specifically about the
experience over its three sessions. need for queer lifmarratives from India.

This session not only in
perspective on his own experiences and

work, Straight to Normal: My Life as a Gay

L . . Man, but also highlighted that although a lot
historical lifewritings, poetry, and other : .
more is to be done in order to create an

texts (such as thBaburnamarekhti poetry, . .
( a P y egalitafian world in termslof gepder andWh at

and ALiIi haaf 0) t o or e ﬁx ?] nl%
. sexuality, crucfal c angf)es ave already
these say about gender and sexuality. Even

well-known texts like thekamasutravere occurred and are continuing to take place.

discussed. It became clear that fluid and  Each of the three sessions was highly
wide-ranging notions of pleasure and seiformatveand i nteracti ve. Th
exist in this ancient text. The sessioelped questions provided deeper insights into the

raise pertinent questions about howarious dimensions of the broader theme.
different sexualities and gender identitie3hrough this series, a space of inclusivity,

have been inscribed into writing andplurality, and dialogue was created. The
literature in India since the distant past, angkadings and resources that were circulated

how these realities have been deliberatefyromptly and regularly made the space an

and politically glossed over or obscdre academic one as well, where the audience

The introductory session with Ms.
KashishDua probématized and challenged
normative definitions of sex. It brought
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learnt not only from the speakers but alsof power an therefore actually political.
from each other. Personally, the serieAnother point that | found highly
created a point of extensive discussioiluminating, partially connected to the
among me and my friends, and completelgrevious one, concerned the role language
overhauled certain anditioned and latent plays in both expressions of power and
ways of thinking about love and sexuality. resstance to the same. Thinking about

| was deeply impacted by what | SaV\;dentlty and language remln.ded me to take
te of not only the distortions and

as a necessary and radical redefinition oF
. . cloncealments, but also and most

sex. It was pointed out that the conventiona . .

. - Importantly the critical potential of even
definition is restrictive and centred on an , )

. . . e dayto-day conversations. Overall, this
activepassive genddrinary, delegitimizing i _

. series took me further in ynattempt to

and diminishing every form of sexual " , .

. . : understand the politics, inclusions, and
activity apart from it. This struck me as :
. . .Exclusmns of my own context better.
important ‘because it helped me rethin ringing this knowledge and understandin
something | had been taking for granted. Il% ging g g

reminded me of something | have bee\é\”th myself in my. daily life has_ truly
. . ) . roadened the horizons of my mind and
coming to terms with lately: hoseemingly ~. "

. . . ViSi
commonsensical definitions are expressions

* % % %
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Looking Back on the Session on
UEqpugpv"cpf"Dwknf kpi "Jgecr

Mannat Lehal
BAP Psychology + Sociology | Year

onid"January 2021, uporhte roWomseciedlwral paradigms
Studies Centre, Jesus and Mary Collegein colaring our perception of legitimate,
conducted a S e s s i 0 healthy and néc€ssanydbe@undaries.a n d
Buil ding Heal t hyn Boundari eso,
collaboration withPratisandhi Foundation, Ms. Baxi highlighted the key
which is a norprofit organization based in essentials for forming a boundary,
New Delhi workingtowardssexualhealth namely, safety,accountability, trust and
and education amonthe Indian youth. support. She added that fsetting
boundariesis the first meansto self
The resourcepersonsfor this event ¢ a r 8hé also helped us in understanding
were Ms. Sanskriti Baxi, the Head of the distinction between a healthy and an
Training and Research and Development unhealthy boundary and highlighted the
at Pratisandhi who creates awareness importance of creating a healthy
and has conducted workshops for  boundary foreachindividual.
over 2000 studentsand Ms. AanyaWig,
volunteer atPratisandhi. She went on to identify the barriers
to creating healthy boundaries. Accogl
India is making huge progressin  to her, we generally hesitate to hurt other
terms of science and technology, but peopl eds feelings and
when it comes to topics such as reluctance, we let other people invade our
sexuality, consent, personal boundarieshboundaries. Our inabilitto say i n a@
etc., our society is still conservative. It peoplestems fronthe fear of looking bad in
wants to brush problems meerning these the eyes of society But we need to
mattersunder the carpet and pretend as ifunderstand the imperative to take charge of
they do not exist. We still do not our own selves, to take control of our lives,
understand that it is extremely important tosince, ultimately, we areand need to be
addressthese issues since they impact accountablefor ourselves, our health, our
o n e ental health if not addressed, safety, our happiness.
leading to aloss of trust in self anathers.
Ms. Baxi explained how when
Ms. Aanya Wig threw some light someone invades our personapace,
on what personaboundariesmean, i.e.,a  breaching the boundaries created by us, it
set of subjective guidelines and limits. has a negative impact omur mental
She described how boundaries help us irhealth.] f we dondt protest tF
forming our individuality andalso touched boundaries when it occurs, we, in effect,
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suppressour own voice and self. Over time andboundaries, andiork towardsour own
this results in an accumulation oégative well-being and safety by adopting and
energy inside us which eventually consumesaintaining healthy boundaries.
us. When personal boundariase invaded,
it is often experienced as traumatic and/or | was very impressed with the
deeply disturbing and this can have longession for talking about matters that
term adverse impact on odives. Thus, impact our lives so powerfully and yet are
Ms. Baxi reiterated theneed to creae ignored socially. | feel womehave to take
healthy boundaries to define our own some of thesocialandmoral responsibility
personakpace, a spadbat is safe and which for the sorry state of affairs prevalent in
Nno one can access without our consent. our country today when it comes to
understanding issues such as healthy
This segment of the session endepgersonal boundaries and consent. In
with the attendees analysing three cadamilies, mothers and grandmothers
studies tobetter understanchow to create invariably silenceyoung girlswhen they ask

healthyboundaries. guestions about sexuality, rape,
boundaries, consent or even menstruation.
The next segmentdiscussedvhatwas E v e n when me n vi ol

meant byfi@ n s e Mst Baxi highlighted boundaries and assault her, other women
the role of media and Bollywood in blame the victim instead of standing up
influencing the discourse on consentor, and with, her. This lack of solidarity
t hr ough s o hegasgpeesh&karum vatls thdir own kind is e reason why
toh rokneka nahio . Gi ven hveomen anestdl hot able to shatter the glass
influence media and cinematic ceiling and assert their constitutionally
representations have in shaping socigluaranteed rights as full and equal citizens
practices, she stressed the importance ofthis country.
responsible depictions.
Women must commit to change this

The acronym VISER (Voluntary, scenario. We must be the pioneers who
Informed, Sober and SpecifiEnthusiastic empower young girlswith knowledge
and Reversible) was used by Ms. Baxi toabout what constitutes consent and the
explain the key feature$ what constitutes necessity and ways to build and maintain
consent. She emphasized how the absendgealthy personal boundaries. For our own
of even one of the factors would mean asafety and welbeing, we must never be
ANoO i n any Baiicianduded i afnr.aiMk . t 0 say Ainoo
by reiterating the need to unlearn old, boundaries are threatened physically @ vi
unhelpful and sexishotions about consent manipulative coercion and disrespect.
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Divjot Kaur
BA Hons. English 11l Year

The Womenos St ud weresthe @&ty of rodr Jives dndrglig, Hut
and Mary College, held a workshop onalas it is not. And herein lies the
ASexual Har as s ment significance ¢f awaraNessarkd phe actoe 0
(with a special emphasis on Internships) ioriented work that associations like
collaboration with the Internal ComplaintsFemJusticelo.

Committee of the college. This virtual

event was conducted by Ms. Uttanshi Law (as a culture, systemand as an
Agarwal  (Senior  Program  Offer, institution)is areality thatwomenandnon
FemJustice Legal Center) and Ms. Ashithinary people face and engagewith. It is
Alag (Senior Program Officer, Knowledgeessentiafor themto havea platformto gain
and Advocacy). The workshop delved intiknowledge and tangible help in
the legality of seeking redresgathe what, understandingand utilizing the law to
how and where of justice for sexuatransform their lives. The workshop
harassment faced at the workplace. Througtddressedhe social, cultural and political

tUgzwecn"Jc

a wel-researched bibliography, the resourceontextsthatshapehelegalsystem.

persons presented facts and figures
challengethe traditionalnotionthatlaw is a
neutral, objective and rational set of rules,
unaffectedby the perspectiveof thosewho
wield powerin societies.

The session was enriching and
empowering as it presented real and
concretemechanisma&ndsystemghat exist
for seeking aid as a victim of sexual
harassmentAs a 20-yearold, internships
and fresher jobs is now a prime
preoccupationof mine and to quite an
extent an unavoidable one too. The
workplaceis where studentsas young as |
intend to actively test the practical
applicationof our education.Our intention
while applyingfor internshipss quite often
to get handson learning experiencefrom
whatwe presumeo be skilled professionals
alreadyestablishedn the job. | t a&space
wherefeeling safeis of utmostimportance,
asis true for anyotherspace Oneshouldbe
able to feel safe no matter where one is.
This is just a basic necessitythat | wish

to

We left thateveningequippedwith far
more than we previously knew aboutlaws
and policies that directly affected us.
Considering the milieu of compromised
integrity and sexistmindsets(whetherit be
within our governmentand its extended
machnery, or the private corporatesector
that routinely turns a blind eye to what
d o e sbanéfit it), | think it is becoming
more and more important that we equip
ourselvesvith knowledgeandtoolsthatcan
play a positive role in seekingappropriate
legal redressfor any act of repressionor
violence of which we may be a target. |
was,thus,gratefulfor this sessiororganised
by the WSC andICC. Throughtheresource
personsinvited | was also able to discover
the site of one future collective which is
basially a holistic repository for anyone
who wantsto be moreawareandengagedn
matters pertaining to gender and law.
Overall, the workshop was a great
experience] 0Osdyit hadvery real impact
on manywho attendedt.
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Jessica Shroti
BA Hons. History Il Year

The session on i&sunption of the dbminamt distdunseaid that
Law with Respect to Crimes againstquality means equal treatment of everyone
Wo me n 0 wa s Ceréificatd/ £Qurse in the society. Women, in turn, find it
Module on Gender and Law conducted bdlifficult to defend the questions related to
Audr ey DO Mel | o a Fofumospecidl Aawd. &n8 ,provisions provided to
for Womendés Rights them.scourse and Legal
Initiatives) on 28 October 2020. It was an S sMell o exol ained
i nteractive session.C S.. ”2 gltlol.Peﬁp%n wi 't h
asking crucial questions about thesues onstitution talks about equality WHich is

: epshrined in Article 14, we also have
that concern us as women in our PErSONTticle 15 (3). This latter constitutional
life, the effectiveness of the laws in placé rovision re(cc)). ges that while theu state
and their accessibility. Along with talking” 9

about the relevance of the various laws ilquarantees equality to all citizens, there is a

pl ace, Ms . DoMel | o "§ .d L ahe?:nstoeagcoupths%cponﬁ aNa%W's
ociety that have been marginalised for

through which we can access an )
. ecades. Thus, emerges the need for special
implement these laws. She pushed us [0

aws to empower them, to enable such

think more critically about the laws that arese ments to develomnd conseauently. to
made specifically for women. For example g ‘oghd quenty,
have equal status in society. In this way, the

she spoke about laws and IorOViSionsstate can make special laws for women and
pertaining to dowry prevention, the b

prohibition of sexual harassment at th hildren. Similarly, Article 15 (4) provides

workplace, special sés for women in buses or special legislation for Scheduled Castes

and metro, etc. In doing so, she focused oahnd Scheduled Tribes. The constitutional

the social paradigms that propel the need fS%(ceptlons toequality .allow women, for
example, to have special laws for them. The

certain laws, on what the laws say on” . ™ . : )
particular subjects, as well as on th rovisions fof special seats in bus_e_s, special
implementation successes and failures 6?se_rvat|on in_ college or specific l.aWS
legal provisions in socig. against sexual harassm_ent of women in t_he
workplace stem from this context, and it is
The idea of equality was also stressedothing but aright provided to women by
on. We looked at how feminists and othethe Constitution. Through such provisions,
marginalised sections of society like Dalitsevery woman gains access to the rigbitto
etc., are attacked by the dominant discour$eel like a secondlass citizen in the
which constantly reminds them that byountry. This is an important right and
having access to special laws, reservationvomen must not be apologetic about
special seats in buses or -abmen asserting it. All laws sth as the law against
educational  institutions, they havedomestic violence, rape, provisions for
Aviol ated?o t he C 0 n cesepvdaition,o fand elgboua | lavisy madeTl h e
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especially for women like the Maternitywe keep on looking for what we do not have
Benefit Act draw from the logic of Articleand f or get what we haveo.

15 (3). Special laws like 498A, of course, do

The discussion then gravitatedhot per se do away with the structural
towards how it has always been eadi®r constraints on women when it comes to
speak about s e x ual aceessind legal cemlies.fLargetnumbers efr e 0
rather than domestic violence, omomen are afraid to file complaints related
interpersonal violence that happens at homi. domestic violence because of the fear of
Ms . D6Mel | o pushed thesevenwal breakdowndoé marrnades anth e r
there are enough laws to protect womethe lack of support from their natal family.
from violence. She stressed that there aréhis we know is because marrying is
indeed, enough laws already in place forconsidered a priorityral staying married is
women (such as the Ilaw againstonsidered an even bigger priority,
molestation, groping, voyeurism, all kindsespecially for women, thus creating a
of rape, stalking in public, harassment owidespread belief in our society that
the internet, cyber laws, child marriage lawmarriage and family should be saved at all
domestic violence criminal law, thecosts. We do not approach the law because
domestic violence civillaw and Dowry we do not have a support structurer he
Prohibition Act). She reiterated that withaverage woman, marriage and family are
respect to crimes related to women, thiastitutions that solely continue to offer
country has enough laws that guarantgwotection, etc. Women are afraid to
women their rights, and so there waslemand their rights because of the fear of
actually no need for anyew law. Ms. being accused of being horbesakers, and
D6Mel |l o cautioned usonagdsdoforth.t t he tendency

of a new crop of activists to push for new . - .
Ironically, campaigningfor special

special laws i a process that Oﬁenlaws has worked in f ¢ of patriarchal
culminates in the legislation demanded. In €d ih favour of patriarcha

1983, for example, for domestic vioIencénSt'tUt'onS and the state. We sadly have fed

we got 498A, i.e., for the first timeasectioﬁnto the system and were ignorant or

was added in Indian Penal Code. Sectidﬁeg”gent about the requisite  systemic

498A staes that if any married Womandemands to make. As a consequence, the

faces any physical or mental abuse from hnlﬁ'v‘_’l_ on domes_tlc ylolence has seemlr_lgly
husband or his family members then it is Bac_:l itated a situation where the police

crime and there is a provision for iterally have come to a

punishment for three years. And this |av\lpstead of filing the report for a cognizable
related to domestic violence shouldffence and further investigating the matter,
technically cover maritalape, too (though they have been known to try and effect
we know that marital rape to this day fail£CMPromises.

to be recognized in court). However, using According t o heMsly D& Me |
this example, Ms. DBatMsehelitiAg froht tife Sdme B ultifhdye

the point about the kind of ignorance anghe state, which employs more and more
misinformation we tend to harbour withpeople to implement the laws related to

respect to the laws in place. oote Ms. women. It was in 1993 that the campaign

D6Mel | o, f@AWe pick woraitillaw an damiestic violengezemesged c e
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in India. Throughout the 1990s we reatizebecome independent and live

that the criminal law was not working andndependently. In a way, this is setting

we need a civil law for domestic violence. ltwvomen, these victims of domestic violence,

was finally in 2005 that the Protection ofand ourselves up fdailure. To avoid this, it

Women from Domestic Violence Act wasis imperative for us to read the Constitution
introduced. In this act the definition offor the fundamental rights enshrined in it.
Domestic Violence changed: a newVe owe this to the women we fight for and
understandig of physical violence waswe owe it to ourselves.

spelt out and the scope of domestic violence

was further expanded to include mental, Ms . D6Mel | ods concl ud

emotional, sexual and economic abuse. ~ touched upon the job of civil right @asts,
human rights activists, etc., to be

When such laws come into being, Weesponsible and  vigilant  watchdogs
become elated and believe the law Wllhonitoring the System and bringing
work. We do not demand wideystemic anything that is amiss to the attention of the
changes such as budgets being put in plaggurts.  Accountability, —exposure and
we do not become the watchdogs during thscumenting, she said, are the important
Implementatlon of law on the ground, etCmeasureS needed for effective
Indeed, nobody wants to work on thgmplementation of laws. For the
ground level and everyone wants to be thgplementational success of our available
policy-maker. Nobody wants to worklegal provisions, it was imperative for us to
closely with the victim, take her to the pe part of the system, to get our hands dirty,
police station, and counsel her at each stagghd be located on the ground where the law

Talking about the organisation thaPPerates.

she is a part of, L € fouml,}/l‘ﬁm%1 l'sésssr‘on toMoSe'thOL%tQtMel I o

stresses. how the focus has been ovoking. It provided valuable insight into
recognizing thgt there are gnough laws Sws specific to women, to how the legal
women: that, infact, what is needed are ’

. . ystem functions, and how the notion of
feminist lawyers who are practicing an%quality is often migonceptualized. The

ensuring that women can access their rig ?nphasis on domestic vesice and how is
on the ground. As women lawyers, the 2 gitficult for women in general to come out

at MAJLIS works closely with victims, and speak about it because of the lurking

accompanying them to the police statioln, Bar of the collapse of their marriage was a
the courts, arguing witjudges, and helping very important point which is often

the victims - not qnly Iegally but also by orgotten when we exhort women to leave
providing them with social support so tha busive marriages at the firstcidence of

tEey ﬁan comeé) out of thde_abuswe marmag&iolence. The session highlighted the areas
that they may be trapped in. where women really need to come together

Agai n, Ms . D6 Me | forocharga tothappem enl thetgiound. The
while most women are not raised with theéession broadened our horizons of thinking
education or other requisite exposure andn the intricacies of gender and law,
skills so as to become independent, we asknpowering us with a very useful
victims of domestic violence to suddenlypergective.

* % k% *
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The Rainbow of Hope: WSC and Queer Politics

KashishDua
Asst. Prof., Dept. of English, IMC, and WSC Staff Advisor

The Womenbds St ud yhighee edtcatien curdcMCin Indiaaasd this
been working towards promoting, practicindack of conversation is feeding into the lack
and creating awareness about intersectiorfl awareness and widespread
feminism. One of the steps in this directiomisinformation. This was the reason why
has been discussions on the issues of ndhe highly committed WSC team and |
normative gender and sexual identitiechose to work on subjects of gender and
Building on our past endeavours of enablingexuality and attempted to initiate change
platforms where this otherwise neglectethrough dialogue.
issue gets addressed, in the year 22221,
| took the opportunity to organise two series The first series that | planned under
of events that brought heteronormativitft hi s | ar ger project was
under a critical lens. Gender and Sexualtdtyo.

make students engage with and develop

A superficial look at newspaper sensitivity towards the lived realties of the
headlines on the repeal of Section 37ZGBTQIA+ community. One major aspect
(2018) and the implementation of thehat the WSC core team and | tried to cater
Transgender Persons (Protection of Right8) was ensuring that the discussions in this
Act, 2019 often gives a false impressioseries were led by people from the
about the #fAi mpr ov e dIGBTQMAR caommundynitself. fThis seneg o p | e
from the queer community. While the lawsncluded three evendsscreening and
seem to be changing, a closer look can brimji scussi on of the short |
to light the many fissures and problems ima wor kshop on fAUnderstan
these laws. The reality of the queeCreating Safe Spaces and Building
community either never makes it toAl | yshi po, and an inter
mainstream news or gets lost in the smail Comi ng Out 0.
columns it is squeezed into. The cases of
death of LGBWIA+ people by suicide, | decided tobegin the series with the
everyday Dbullying, droppingut of screening of GAASH ©prod
educational institutions and the violencé Box ed o0 because the sugg
that they experience in its many forms, haveame from some of our own students who
not reduced despite legal transformations. also happily agreed to contribute to its

discussion through their own reading and

It was important to make the studentexperiences. | was hopeful ath a film
aware that issues such dsede cannot get screening and an informal discussion would
resolved without intervention at micro work as an icéreaker and would set the
levels. It is ultimately the society, includingtone for more focused reflections. The
the space of oneds scwreehomg, odduftBad x eochaal an
institution and workplace, that has theonducted by Ruhaan and Vihaan, trans
power to be both an agent of oppression amdtivists from Nazariya: A Queer Feminist
an agent of positive changenfortunately, Resouce Group primarily facilitated a
matters of nofheteronormativity are dialogue on trans lives and issues. These
struggling to become a part of school antivo events made WSC members question,
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interact and deliberate on varied aspécts efforts at silencing and erasure of
from the fault lines of the Trans Act, to thetGBTQIA+ themes in Indian writings. |
need for norgendered language and waysried to underminehis historical onslaught
of being a god allyd in a muchneeded by bringing back the attention to queer
safe online space. The most pertinent outputritings from ancient, medieval and the
of the film discussion that | moderated wasodern period without losing sight of the
the way we moved beyond academic jargdmuman rights discourse. Instead of
and theories to understand the moreverwhelming WSC  members by
palpable lived realties of trans people frongirculating numerous readings before my
nontEnglish  speaking, Dalit Bahujan ses®on, | experimented with methods of
Adivasi backgrounds. | was content that thstory-telling and critical discussion during
interactions that followed made themy interaction with them. | read out and had
participants rethink the ways in whichconversations on diverse excerpts from
empowerment for the trans communityiterary, historical and other néefictional
should be envisioned and achieved. writings to first ignite some interest and
curiosity amongst the students. | hoped that

| felt that the first series required athe introductory session would encourage
befitting conclusion where students couldhe students to further explore queer
further shed their inhibitions and this wasvritings from India and subsequently the
why | invited Sonal Giani, a noted WSC office bearers did receive several
LGBTQ+ Activist and Filmmaker, who is requests to provide them with resources.
known for her ability to connect with young

peopl e. Her i nteract i Having daids heo doundation i I6ro mi n g
Out 0 sy s tdealtnwith thecnaebning, discussions on LGBTQIA+ writing from
the process, t he dolwia, d bdalieved chat &dcused anferactomsmi n g

out. What | was particularly pleased withwith experts who have written fiction and

was the way she gave the students practigabnHfiction and belonged to the LGBTQIA+

advice on the importance of beingcommunity would prove to be productive
financially independent and patiently sharetbr the participants. This made ragtend an

several smaller steps tma n o e u v r anvitationefdr | talk to Prof. Ruth Vanita,

own or a friend/ f amPrbfgssonoebEndlighyUnigersity ofMontaray a s
a queer person. It was gratifying to see thaind author of several seminal books on

this session that was planned with a yourgames e x | ove and sexual ity
audience in mind, was received with mucs e s s i o nMenborytof legit Wiiting
excitement that manifested with the way. e s bi an Hi storicdl Fic

WSC members voiced their iopns and conversations on method of writing, the
posed their questions with an increasegenre of lesbian fiction, power dynamics in
sense of confidence and freedom. samesex relationships and on specific
themes of her novelMlemory of Light
The second series of the year was a
certificate cour se on ThelseBds MQEedANrom thérdebatesrog s

from I ndiao. Mo r e a fickod ¢omthec comclding &dssion ef, thel had
designed this course to introduce to theourse where | introduced WSC members to
studentsa rich corpus of writings on nen Shar i f D. Rangnekar 0s (

heteronormative themes produced in India.dnd  Workplace  Consultant, author,
conducted its first session and addressed thimger/songwriter and festival director of
beginnings of homophobia and historicaRainbow Literature Féival) autobiography
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Straight to Normal: My Life as a Gay Manideas they highlighted. By the end of the
I n t he s e Staight to Narmat: ltwe derie8, we also managed to curate and
The Need for Queer Life Narratives froncirculate a database of relevant textual and
|l ndi ao, Rangnekar , digiat resougcestoh gender@amd\sexuaktyat i o n
with me, talked about his efforts atalso withessed how tee sessions became a
encouraging selicceptance aomgst more means of building more solidarity and
young queer people by sharing his ownnderstanding between cisgender and
story of struggles, obstacles and the comfoneterosexual students and students from the
of finding support in his family and friends.LGBTQIA+ community. More than the
Covering a range of issues like the role gfositive reception of the two series of
journalism in tackling the socipolitical events, it is crucial for me to mention the
problems of queer people gtdifficulties of impetus behind their conception. WSC had
writing and publ i s hiesiged mquesis for evemtsion LGBTQ@A+s t or y
and yet the need for more autobiographic&sues from the students themselves and it
works to counter the lack of queer personalas these requests that led me to think
narratives, the session ended on an inspirimgpout, and plan, the two series. It is requests
note. like these and the openness with which the
students received the sessions, that give me

| am confident that therpductivity of hope that this generation can forge a better

these sessions did not remain limited to theture and make a more inclusive society.
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Leftovers

SharmeeGodhulika
BA Hons. Sociology Il Year

| am a passerby in her life. Her Baba I, the onlooker think that the dryness
l ovingly <called h e rof wheBturepéesenis hhierl veoundede mentah a
af fectionately cal |l state whiterwatér Sepresente wordsl efr n a me

means musical notes. Musical notes flowomfort she tells herself to heal her wound.
from one song to another, they fit inOnce the wound has started healing, the
everywhere. True to her name, Sur driftedinch of salt added will hurt less. She
from the melodyof home to a new rhythm kneads and kneads but the dough is still dry,
upon marriage. it needs some more water, some more

I am a passerby icr?omélﬁ’lréé NP e’ dﬁ"%bsesoinr‘?g sPp
by her life, | listen to the new song she i rrghto, anot her spoon

: L - i1l realize my valueo a
languidly swinging to. A song of passwe\iv' : N
melancholy, a slow soothing sondh' | 'am doing my dutyo.
(humming and breaking into the song) She lets the dough absorb the water

and kneads some more till it looks smooth.
She keeps it aside to make it softer, to make
it more pliable.l, the onlooker, think that

Taser ghoralore
Palok hoyejhore
Amar hariygawadanar sei.

Khelar sese cholo perhaps the pliability of the dough is a
Tomarkotha bolo euphemism for her adjustability.

Amar aladakonogolponei She now proceeds to cut vegetables.
Amar konagolponei. She cuts the onions, garlic cloves and

A slow soothing song with heavy words. ~ chillies finely. To me, an onlooker, it seems
like she is dicing her dreamsh&slices the

In this house of cards potatoes into thin and long strips. To me, an
The feathers fall off, onlooker, it seems like she is slicing her
And | am losing my wings expectations. She washes those potatoes
When the game ends, thér@udhl Sto Yemdv& the extra starch.
We can talk about you, your story Maybe she is discarding traces of her
No, I have no other story to say feelings. She adds 2 spoons of mrdstail

I have no story! to a heatedkadhai At the right temperature,

) o she adds a spoonful of cumin and mustard
Sur thinks her life is bereft of anygeeds to the oil. Maybe, those seeds are
story. Butl, the passerby, thithat she has yqqly the seeds of desire for the acceptance
a story, just that her story dies down in thg, 4t ‘she will never find in this house. She
middle of the cacophony of stories in hefysses the chopped onion intoetkadhai
new house. For Sur, it is the house of card&n the water from the onion evaporates

a house where she has to take calculated an king a noise only Sur can hear; because
careful steps to be the ideal daugfitelaw. of course she is the only one in the kitchen.

Now, |, the mlooker can see herThat noise heard is the shout of reluctance

making dinner for her family of 7 people. 4let out by water on meeting the oil; or
cups ofatta, 1 cup of water, a pinch of saltmaybe that noise is the announceina the
and here she is mixing everything. finality of her dreams. Soon, the onions turn
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br own, a sign that thinkappreciationisaplaceb@ t os s
remaining diced dreams. Sorry, garlic and

chillies! After a few seconds, she tosses 2! l, the trespasseam actually hated by
her sliced expectations into thadhai Oh Sur. |, the trespasser, am actually related to

sorry, my bad, the potatoese tossed into Sur. Sur cannot take my words that shatter

- : her illusions. She knows that | can see her
tsr;elztl;e:gh;(;dAegiJ;r}ﬂ%r:ots of spices and naked truth, the truth she wants to hide from

both me and herself. Sur, just like a musical

Everything is mixed and cooked on eanote fisk i nt o everyoneds
low flame. Meanwhile Sur starts rolling theperfectly that she forgets she can sing a
rotis, rolling her ability to stretch and catersong of her own.
to every need of everybody. She pute th
perfect roundoti on the hotawa Theroti
starts to bubble a little, and surprisingly
see traces of anger and bitterness on
face. She flips theoti for cooking the other
side. A few more bubbles and | can see, | * ok ok ok
can feel, the anger a bit more.
She takes theroti off the
tawaand places it directly on
the flame. Theroti puffs up
to its fullest, marking the
threshold of her anger. I, the
onlooker, really hope she
uses her anger and leaves thi
place. But eventually the
rotiflattens and the angedies
down. The anger dies down
due to passive acceptance.

I am a passerby in
passing by her life, | seek the last glimpse.
rThere she is nibbling on the leftover food
searching for the musical notiest in her.

wn

Sur makes the
remaining rotis and in that
time thebhaji is cooked. Her
unhappiness is cooked into a
delicious, aromatic and
filling dinner and is served to
others to satisfy their
appetites. The odod is so
delicious, someone asks for a
second helping as well. Sur
accepts the appreciation
wholeheartedly. She thinks
appreciation is thepanacea
she needs to heal her inner
turmoil. |, the trespasser,

Picture Credit: Rishita Kishore Shah, BAP Psychology + Philosophy I Year
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Women and Student Politics:
On Screen and in Reality

Michelle SanyaTirkey
BAP History + Political Science IIl Year

*(A few spoilers ahead) while he gives fiery speeches or speaks up
for the communities he

Revolution, dissent, solidarityazadi . . : :
or freedom are important semantics ofvhile Shiva, the U'.D.SC aspirant steps into
the world of politics looking at he

resistance that have become almost crimin _ : . .
under the current regime. Movies likang Injustices mett_ad out to his Muslim friends

De Basanti, Gulaal, Yuva, Ranjhanaad by corrupt policemen a_md even goes on to

now the popular web serigBandavhave Win the student election through intense

done their part in effectively articulatingdebates and campaigning, Sana stands as a

this language through metaphors and art agent spectator. Despite being a solid

have time and again tapped the imaginatidi§Presentative of the very community that is

of the youth through their compellingbeing constantly targeted, harassed and

stories. These stories, however, have moRerpetually suppressed, she is continuously

than just that in common. Womenconfined to the other side of the podium.

throughout history have been systemically . R .

kept away from politics. This patriarchal Despite Sanaos Il mport
gatekeeping that extends to student politi@@mpus politics, it is the men who are seen

is also unsurprisingly reflected incarrying out all the planning and taking

Bollywood which has pushed women to théharge. Disapoi nti ngl vy, despi
backstage while men beme the face of pPhenomenal backstory i nv
resistance on screen. arrest due to her partne

_ or her unintentional involvement with a
N Aftermuchpr_oddlngbypeersand_th% tudentods kidnap and dea
critical reviews alike, | decided to OiVegecondary. She never emerges as a
Tandava go. While it did live up to the gjgnificant leadernor do any other women

praise it got, the glorification of Shiva, they campus.

male protagonist of the political thriller as
the campus hero throughout, along with the Rang De Basantiwhich has been

constant relegation of another equallyymortalised by many as the movie that
S|gn|f|cant student Ie_ader and cand|_da'gq,, edefined patriotism a
Sana Mir, was ahserlou? turn off. Thr']s '%ingularly.jingoistic nationalism, also séad.ly X
seen right from thegdeddoNRicdd isVdh§ Lignfidart ¥ @ 0 S
friend Imran is put behind ba_lrs, plcked UByoman student lead plegl by Soha Ali
from the college Campus_and imprisoned fokhan How painfull .nauFeating it was to

0

partaking in a  Acg Foﬂror%{etﬁrté‘?he\/\zheel%fa {

establishmento pl ay N, u P, hen
Sana tries in vain to reason with the policre ollltior’ that' fad bekn sbarkgd by their

officer to release Imran and is humiliate fiend and Sohaos fianc®obs de

for speaking up, [ agairil, @ or%erhtﬁa _rvageohgroe%%utr Oéi tgeset hat

- our  revolufionaries ~ a ~token ~ weeping

have the dsired effect. woman had to be included only to be
Throughout the series, Sana is showeonveniently pushed to the background
standing by and admiringly gazing at Shivance the action stirred up. Even when they
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decided to assassinate the corrupt defendaiversity had faced a brutarackdown in
minister, Soha was kept out of the picture. December 2019 and January 2020,
respectively, it was student leaders and

The reality of wgadgsi ik Aisﬂé”‘éh&sh,%ﬁ&bﬁiﬁgéno n

in campus polite i sno6t t 00 plyanbanakdiit?, Mnd Sty Nothers who
depictions in terms of the control of theif,54 stood their ground despite being

manner and extent of engagement. One C@farged under various draconian laws,
start by looking at the locations of NON-COreceiving deth and rape threats, and some

ed colleges in Delhi University 10 oyen after being attacked by goons in their
understand the deep rootedness of t n campus.

problem. It might not seenmkk much of a

deal on the face of it but the way these  post the JNU protest of 2016 that

colleges have been strategically placegpsequently had the students of the

either at the peripheries of the university ofiniversity rec hr i st en-adt iasn dland ,i
away from other politically chargedgt,dent leader and activist Shehla Rashid
educational institutions points at a very,ad emerge as a strong voice of dissent.

gendered agenda of the authoritiescurb  ghe had refused to back down in the face of
womenoés political p Bidtaht!Isfamdpfobid aﬂd‘misog\ﬁt‘h‘sletmeat% hese
non ceed colleges choose not to be a pagf geath and rape, and despite the colonial

of DUSU, many students are institutionallyarg sedition law being instrumentalised

barred from participating in democraticagainst her, she continued to speak out loud.
processes at the university level in the garb

of fAsafetyo. edPaslairty i cs Thestarejust twb &dnles out of the

game |nvoIV|ng both overt and covert form%undreds of women students who have

of violence from which women must becontributed greatly to campus politics as
protected. This idea of safety isnt anyyell as the larger socipolitical movements

different from the traditional patrlarChalof the country. From the freedom Strugg|e1

notion of denying women access to publig he fi ght for womenods ed:

spaces to protect the honour of thenil. movement, tothe recent anti CAANRC,
Instead of focusing on ensuring a bette4 nd t he far merso6 movemen

space for political participation of womenpeen at the forefront of resistance
through proper implementation of rules anghyoughout the course of history. Be it
regulations, the current system of politicgyomen like Savitribai Phule, ~ Fatima
strives to maintain a male dominate&neikh, Tarabai Shinde, or many others in
university space where hooligans can teriv times past, or those like Irom Sharayil
There is a serious need to reconsider th§qay, women have been important catalysts
current model of politics at the universityyf social change and pioneers of reform and
and college level in India. revolution. Despite their struggles, the

Returning to the question of womerstories and contributions of such women are
and student politics in reel and real lifehardly ever recognised or considered
there seems to be a serious gap as well. TRéPiring enough by filmmakers who only )
anti CAANRC movement had seen theweawe st ories from a mang
participation of large numbers of womeP € cause, well, they are
and students. In fact, it is safe to say that @iscussion for another time. Until then let us
was indeed a woman and student |déeep asking for better representation of
movement. When both universities of Jami@omen both on as well as off the screen,
Millia Islamia and Jawaharlal Nehruand basically EVERYWHERE!

* *k k%
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The Struggle of the Yazidi Women

Manjiri Nene
BA Hons. Political Science Il Year

(*Trigger warning: abduction, genocide, forced sexual work, trauma)

War has a high human cost, affectingraditions are largely oral, the Yazidis also
not just those people who are victims obelieve in the Bible and the Quran. Their
such wars, but also the environment ibeliefs in the seven spirits, especially the
which the future generations grow up. spirit Melek Taus, whose story parallels that

In the 21st century, conflicts areOf Satan orShaitan has turned them into

but their impact is not diminished. Let ud€9lon.
take the example of the ongoing conflicts in . . :
: s cammu faced. genogide,

e Mg e Bt A R averen e gty ¢ ©°
. . at the hands of the Daesh. In striving for the

The region has been considereg e caliphate, the Daesh attempted to wipe
extremely turbulent since the late 20thyt 5| the norbelievers from the region
century and its human coss idiscussed nger their control. In 2014 itself, the group
widely. But it is also important 10 yjjled more than 5,000 Yazidi men and
acknowledge that the human cost borne Qyyqucted almost 7.000 Yazidiowmen. The
the various communities in the Middle Easyq,cted women were forced to convert to
and outside it is different. While cases sucfyjam and many women who have fled the
as those of the ISIS brides and the'lregion claim that they were physically

children, living in Al Hol camp are agsaylted if they refused or were not able to
frequently touched upon by the governmenigite the Quran.

institutions and independent organisations Th d airl
of western nations, the trauma faced by the € youngér women and giris, as

Yazidi community, especially, their womenYoung as 10 years old, were ded into sex
is not. Y, esp y work and/or married to Daesh fighters who

. . . came from other countries. Videos that
_Through this article, I will attempt 10 g rfaced in 2013 and 2044he peak of the
highlight how the collective trauma %@ |5|S  caliphaté showed these terrorists
by Yazidi women has led to an evolution iy ctioning the enslaved young women and
their identities as women and the identity Ofjiscussing the details of the explicittac
their community as a whole. they would conduct later. The older
The Yazidi were first recorded as aabducted women were used as forced
group in the 1200s, based in Mosul, Iraq. ltabour, helping the Daesh by transporting
the 20th century, this group has settled irations and ammunition to the frontlines and
cities andcamps across Northern Iraq, Syriavorking as domestic help in Ragga and
and Turkey. Thi s c othem8I8 stronghblds. name has
been corrupted over time, but the word Towards 2016, these women were

Al zidio, with whicHheedfloffheir'c&p®rd hrid frelinited M 2 N S
iwWorshipper of GodOo thejr families in refugee camps as the

The Yazidis, throughout history, havearmies of the western alliances began to
been a minor group in the Middle East, again more ground. They began to forge a
their religion does not allow conversionsnew identity for themselves in the aftermath
Due to the religious conflicts that haveof their trauma, which would also affect the
existed in their region for centuries, thisdertity of the Yazidi people as a whole. Of
community is isolated. Although theirthe women who reunited with their families,
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a large portion were those who had beedheir Arab neighbours. A majority of the
Abought backod by t hetuining réfugees larie eopen alout theiri c e s
ranging upwards from USD 800. distrust of this group. The Arabs in the
A disturbing aspect of their trauma i’€9ion were either open supporters of the
that the perpetraterand bystanders of thes?2€Sh who handed the Yazidis over or they
events still exist as their neighbours in botfy€'® bystanders who did not help the
their hometowns and in the refugee camp azidis to ensure their own security. These
The documentaries which are focussed dfelings of betrayal and insecurity will
reuniting Yazidi families, invariably alsoIn€vitably be passed on to the coming
depict the proximity to their oppressors. [fJ€nerations, born in refugee camps or in the
camps sucha&l Hol ,-cbmb a f \dllgggsgwhich have been reduced to rubble.
members of ISIS are placed in an A sizable portion of the Yazidis who
encampment adjoining the refugee camps bfave returned have built temporary shelters
the Yazidis. Due to their lack of means anébr themselves, fashioned out of mud, tarp
constant st r ducgognhbea, t and plastic slieetsbue to their traumatic
members of ISIS in the camps continuenemories, they refuse to step foot in their
their romanticisation of a Calhate. The ancestral homes.
prejudice and hate against groups such as  as the Yazidis begin to reviveheir
the Yazidis remains deepoted in these community and regain some semblance of
camps. order, they have started changing their
The <chil dr exno nobna ttahdetons mra n cultural rules as  well.
side of the camp live in much more violenPreviously, any married Yazidi woman,
conditions; fights are common in the arewho was sexually assaulted, could be
over the limited resources proed to them divorced or even be excommunicated from
by the UN. A chilling example of the extentthe religious grop. But now, the returning
of the indoctrination of these children is thevomen are being supported by their
sign they use to threaten the Yazidis. Manfamilies, who are helping them recuperate
of these children can be seen in thffom their trauma. Many surviving women
sweltering heat in the camps, choosing tbave  started helping NGOs and
stand next to chain link fenceseparating international aid organisations in their
the two camps rather than engaging in arprogrammes of the rehabilitation of freed
other activities. In the documentaries, thesgomen. These women attempt to raise
children regularly hold up their indexfunds to buy the freedom of the women who
fingers to the camera, with the other fingerare still enslaved by ISIS, as well as to
folded into their palm, to signify thecreate better residences for the Yazidis
existence of a single god. Undikthe Sufi returning to their homeland which has been
tradition within the Muslim community, reduced to rubble. These women face
which aimed to encourage brotherhoodifficulties in attempting to reach out to
among different people by encouraging theomen who are enslaved, as the Daesh
idea that everyone worshipped god inthefri ght er s who fAowno them
own ways, these children view this sign as efuse to entertain any form of contact.
threat to all norbelievers. They usehis They also have to combat the pessimism
sign to signify the end of thkaafirs who that has taken hold of their community.
worship anyone other than their prescribe@ith a majority of their famy members
god and prophet. either missing or dead, the residents of the

As the country has gained relativd€fugee camps are sceptical about the idea

stability, the Yazidi groups have startedh@t they might be able to rescue their
returning to the Sinjar mountain and itdaughters, sisters or mothers from ISIS.

surrounding regions. Many farek have Now the community has begun to
returned to their ancestral homes, and tmlue its women much more, allowing them
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greder freedoms and treating them moréme other members of her community
justly. The only thing that the Yazidi menthreatened to burn her tesiown. She had to
want is that their female relatives return safgive her daughter away to the orphanage
and sound. In 2017, the Yazidis gathered iun by the UN, with no provisions for
the Sinjar mountains of Iraq for the Eid alcontacting her daughter ever again.
Jamma, the first festival they would be
celebrating outside their refugee camps. For Orphanages in refugee camps and
a festival celebrating spiritual rebirth, themajor cities in Irag and Syria have
affair seemed very sombre. In an interviewpumerous instances of Yazidi women being
one of the Yazidi men at the prayer talkedompelled to give away their children.
about how the prayers conducted were ndMany of these women point out how they
of a festive nature, instead, focusiogthe have received firecei
well-being and safe return of the Yazidover their children.
women who are still under ISIS
control. But this greater freedom hinges on Although the road ahead is long, the
the choices that the freed women mak¥azidi women have the help of their
about their children. families and some international
A much darker future for theseOrganisations andprivate charities and

Council of Yazidi spiritual leaders maynot truly secure, small pockets of ISIS and
have revoked the rule which stated that arfifher radical groups are still operating in
woman with sexual relations outside thélifferent pockets of Syria. This brings into
religion will be cast out. But the question ofiuestion the idea perpetuated in the west
the children, the product of their rape has #at the conflit in the Middle East has
much more difficult answer. The initial peaked and is on the wane now. The fact is
response of the Council was to accept the#iee conflicts still remain just as important
children, but due to a severe backlash, thid solid for the women who have to
statement was rescinded. The Yazidiebuild their lives in families that are largely
Council now claims that children can onlyorthodox, in a region occupied by those who
be considered Yazidi if they are born t®ppress themkor women who were treated
parents who are both of the Yazidi fatha s commodi ti es, t he
and hat taking the children of the Daeshin exchange for the children born from their
fighters into their fold would amount totraumatic experiences with the Daesh must
white-washing the genocide andbe hearwrenching. These women still exist
enslavement of the Yazidi community. Then a society that views them as an extension
returning women are given the difficultof the ma to whom they are most closely
choice of keeping their children and leavingelated. During the rise of the Daesh in the
their society or givig away their children to Middle East, they were oppressed for being
orphanages. the female relatives of Yazidi men. Today,

In an interview with the BBC, anthey are held responsible in their
anonymous vi cti m o fommupity for thg acsignof thedearreyigtse
trade spoke about how difficult andthey were fored to have relations with. In
conflicting the experience of her pregnancguch a situation, the steps taken by
was. She stated that she attempted to indugéernational organisations, to rehabilitate
a miscarriage severdimes. But when the these women, must be examined closely.
child was born, she felt like her daughte©therwise, the price that the women of the
was a fApart of her Yagid communigwhayento gay will rensin u
to the refugee camp in 2017, her extendedd continuous, incomphensible and
family told her to leave the child and ovemonstrous one.

* % k% *
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The Raw and the Gboke

Bhavika Soneja
BA Hons. Psychology | Year

On the flames of societekpectations, You might be impatient.

A woman heats the pan, Please wait, we are almost there

To make a di sh cal | eHerflabbyarms order her,

She adds a lot of sedbubt, To refrain from sleeveless tops.

With a handful of beauty standards, Her thunder thighs make her wonder,

And of course, five tablespoons If the gap is wide enough,

of media suppositions. To fit a mands | ove.

To make this dish, Voila! The dish is ready.

She starts with her face, Let 6s add some garni sh.
Her double chirand lots of pimples, Stretch marks on her abdomen and breasts,

Makes her wear a vell, for Makes her want tsecream.

She doesndt want aunWhy whyonearthisshe

About how makeup would do wonders. the most imperfect one?

For the second layer, Makes her want to hide herself.

She moves on to her chest, Makes her think how beautiful she should be, if

That is not big enough for a man to hold. She was slimmer, taller and

She constantly reminds herself, Had no fAi mperfectionso.
That pubertyetrayed her Well, thank you for bearing with me.

And how she wondét fiThe di sh maoopmehy isel f
Moving on, her big waist, Please serve to all of society,

makes her want to starve and And make a woman doubt herself some more.

Try all the fad diets, for

The mirror tells her, ! Hat tip to Claudedvi Strauss

She isndét slim enough for her favourite cloth

* * k% %

/s “

YUP, STILL FABULOUS

Picture CreditsishaDawar, BAP Psychology + Philosophy Il Year
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Hct ogt u wadaihsytohekCarpo@tsatian 'of Agriculture in India

Sanskriti Bhandari
BA Hons. Sociology | Year

In a democracy, dissent is an act of
faith. Dissent refers to the expression o |
opinions which are at variance with those
officially or normatively held. Some form
of dissent, protest and difference are
inevitable in the formation and protection of
identity, be that individual identities or
collective identities. In recent times we have §
seen how dissent and protest against th s
three Farm Laws have influenced the .
processes of intersectional as well a
coalitional  identity = formation and
consolidation.

The past few months have seer .
various media platforms amplifying the 2
voice of many ordinary farming people,
wh o h a_V_ e been camp Picture Credit:
as well as sitting on protest across Cer  Nandini JainBAP Psychology + Philosophy | Yee
states. While these harried agriculturic..
were making news dadlines in the initial of rural poor owns just 3% of land in India
weeks of their struggle against the threwhile a much larger share of landholdings
Farm Laws, their heroic efforts havebelongs to rich farmers. Small and marginal
steadily faded from the mainstream medidarmers are further distinguishable from rich
This makes it imperative for us to bettefarmers by the fact that they do not employ
understand the protesting farmers, and fmaid labour on their fields and instead make
dislodge the negative, sédus identity do with the labour of their family members.
ascribed to them by the powers that be ar&briculture in India is relatively backward
the corporate mainstream media. as there is neither good resource

management facility, nor are the bulk of

Chaudhary Charan Singh once saidarmers well acquainted with, or have equal
AA true |1 ndian r esiadcess toi the rielw dechnalogyl that) eam ,
rightly so. To this, of course, we must addmmensely benefit them. Given the dire
that there is no homogenous identity witen situation, it was important that the regime in
comes to the rural community. Importantlypower works for the betterment of our
there are disparities between the rich arfdrmers.
marginal farmers in rural India. In India, a
major portion of its population is poor and Amidst much protest, the union
resides in rural areas, with up to 90% ofjlovernmenproposed and passed three laws
rural India comprising of small andin September 2020 as part of its plan for
marginal farmers, as well as landlesagricultural reform. These three contentious
agriculture labourers. This vast componeraws were met by extreme dissatisfaction by
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Indian farmers despite all the projections By doing away with the powers of the

t hat these new | awsAPMGE, rtiee dowernmseatr seeks ftoadlsme r s 6
interess. The three laws include thewithdraw from the responsibility of fixing
Farmer sé ( Empower methetMinidumdSupport ®ice (MSP).ONISP
Agreement on Price Assurance and Farfasassured farmers a minimum income on
Services Act, 2020, soma 8 erbps,Oevénri® @&dhditens Tof a d e
and Commerce (Promotion and FaCi”tationédversity_ However, these laws do not

Act, 2020, and the Essential Commoditiefention or talk about MSP even once. Of

(Amendment) Act, 2020The asperities of coyrse, before MSP caught public attention
these laws have been pointed out in thgj t h t he farmersoé protes

backdrop of earlier efforts of successiVeemember thatti has been mostly rich
governments to facilitateorporatisationof  t5-mers who have been the ones to benefit
Indian agriculture. from the majority of agricultural policies of
successive governments, finding it easier to
Savail of MSP for earmarked crops like rice,

are systematically destroying theWheat, etc. So even in usual situations a

Agriculture Produe Market Committee . -
) marginal farm rarel he r n
(APMC) run mandis Each state operates arginal farme was rarely at the receiving

regulated markets omandis in different end of the actual advantage of MSP, and

places within their borders, geographicallWas struggling to avail the policy. MSP

dividing the state. In the decades pos)ﬁevertheless is a rallying cry for both rich

independence, some northern states Ii%d marginal farmers because the latter are
it

Firstly, farmers feel that these law

Punjab and Haryana have developed ma en compelled to sell their produce to rich
more mandis,allowing middling and small mers, wi have the resources o transport
peasantry to access produce marketth withe prqduce to thmandlson time a_nd have
relatively more ease as compared to oth@ften tied down marginal farmers in debt.
states. Generally, farmers are required to

sell their produce via auction at tendiin ~_ S€condly, the new Farm Laws have
their region. However, the new farm |aW§r|gg(_ared protest as they st_rengthen c_ontract
mention that agricultural products whichf@rming. In contract farming there is an
will be sold outside Agriculture Produe 2adreement beteen the farmer and the
Market Committee (APMC) runmandis buyer, and the buyer is usually a big private
will not be taxed. Hence, it becomes cleatector company. In such arrangements, it is
that this will encourage farmersi Not unusual to find the private
particularly the rich segmenti and Company/corporate dictating the price for
corporate players in food production andhe farm produce. There is a lot of
distribution to buy and sell outside theexploitation of farmers when theywre
mandi in the interest © more profit working with the big private sector whose
generation. This will make the governmengim is simply to rake in maximum profit.
mandis defunct, and it is projected thatMoreover, according to these laws, in the
private players, such as food corporatesase of dispute (for example if the company
will come to heavily dictate prices, supplyefuses to pay the price it fixed for the
chains, etc. Just as we have seen in thear mer 0 s produce), t he
healthcare and the educationtseconce a approach the subdivisional magistrate or the
private player enters a sector, it increasinglgistrict magistrate. They cannot approach
takes over, corporatizing the sector. the judiciary for justice.
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Lastly, under the amended Essential e pendent on agric
Commodities Act, the practice of hoardingrganizations, who commemorated Mabhila
grain stands to be encouraged as these lalfisan Diwas on 18 January 2021have
do away with the mvisions that put limits also rightly observed that taken together
on storage. Hence, with such amendmentisese Farm Laws will additionally hit the
any private company can easily indulge inrban poor (of whom women are a large
hoarding. This can lead to the private sect@omponent) as huge corporates will
controlling the supply of these products, anthonopolize food production using several
in turn, their price. In conclusion, the pricegprovisions in the new laws. Rising food
of seveal essential food commodities willprices and cmplete destruction of the
be controlled by the private player if thes€®ublic Distribution System (i.e., state
laws are implemented. subsidized ration system) are real threats

t hat trade uni ons,

It is also important to study the gendeand civil liberties groups have rightly
dimension to agricultural activities toprojected.
comprehend the adverse impact of the new
Farm Laws. Women are an importa Corporatisation will put an end to
component of family labour used by smalgovernmental publicservice works. The
and marginal farmers on their small plots afonopoly of corporates is the worst thing
land. In a context of growing ruralfor any democratic country. Through the
impoverishment, women agriculturists haventry of these big private players and
been seen to stay back and pursugrresponding withdrawal of the state in
agriculture while male members of theikerms of regulation of produce markets and
fa_mllles move ® cmgs_for_ wa_lged work. markets for agricultural inputghe already
Given this reality, it is ironic that thepeglected marginal farmers will become
Supreme Court in its intervention earliebyen more vulnerable and voiceless. We
this year ruled that women and the elderly,ye only to turn to certain precedents to
camping at various borders of Delhi inyeyer comprehend the fears especially of
protest against the Farm Laws should retutd o and marginal farmers who are the

to their hqmes. Apartfrom infantilizing backbone of the current agitation. Thade
women agriculturalists, such efforts S|mplyOf mandisand the entry of corporates in

reveal how distanced the higher judiciar)é
can be in terms of engaging with the secio .
economic realities." f-f;ll’H’]%rS, ag. %e%nl N B'@‘?L’) Utwr%Pﬁ?geﬁ%
equality is far fro?nnge%l\é d¥aic}6rlsa_l_ﬁeslo
but we cannot denyhat the protest has'NcOMmes dropped tremendously. This was

created a space for them. Women af@llowed by an increase in the cases of
getting increased respect, they are on stade I Mé ride tand she imgration of the

they are taking the microphone to put theieffected farmers to Punjab and Haryana
views forward. where the past struggles of the peasantry

have ensured a stronger networknudindis

The denial of MSP, the weakening ofind state regulation of prices. Looking at

the local agrarian marketsandis and the the situation that the new Farm Laws
overall bid of corporates to dictate threaten to unleash, tinjab and Haryana

agricultural prices through generalization ofarmers are rightfully protesting about how
contract farming practices will essentiallythe corporatisation of agriculture will
spell ruination for scores of womendestroy their livelihood.

JIGYASA

(94 )

ul t u

WO me |

ome states have had severe consequences

nsd"hfei



Critiques of the new laws also arguéhe interests of different leaders from within
that corporatisation will make the small andhe ranks of rich farmers. However, while
marginal farmers of our countryrich farmers and their leaders continue to
unemployed; pushing them in turn to joidominate the anfrarm Laws movement, it
the urban workforce as cheap labour. Thosmnnot be denied that the grounddw
who would choose to stay in farming will becomes from the much larger component of
exploited by hese private players. We mussmall and marginal farmers.
ask ourselves, therefore, whether any of the
three Farm Laws improve the condition of Even after so many months, the
the most vulnerable sections of farmersi.ef,ar mer s 0 protest i s
the 90 percent of rural society. When smafarmers look like they are here to stay for
and marginal farmers are otherwisgong, as they do not see the benefits of the
struggling to @t a decent price for theirlaws as portrayed by ¢hgovernment. While
crop, to access agricultural technology is very common for a protest to lose its
(tractors, trolleys, fertilizer, etc), and ar@egitimacy when it turns violent, as citizens
more often than not forced to sell theibf this country, it is important for us to
produce to rich farmers at low prices, it iginderstand the repercussions of not
unlikely that the removal ofmandis the jyyolving target groups while formulating
guarantee of &ir pricing, etc., will help pojicies for them. Sadlyeven after the
small and marginal farmers improve theigpnosition parties in the Indian Parliament

lot. asked the government to review the Bills

The f . q a:rough a select committee of the house,
. e farmers are protesting day angh.i- qemand was not heard and the Bills
night to stop the corporatisation of

. ) were passed in a hurry, propelling many to
agriculture.  The = resistance and the o »"ihat the government wdsfying the
continuing protest shown by our farmer

against corporatisation of aguilture is ?)arhamentary procedure.
essential to democracy. The protest started It : tant f v t
peacefully but when the protesters entered _. IS very important for a country 1o

the national capital on 36January 2021 to maintain consensus while bringing laws for
commemorate Republic Day through éhe public becal_Jse such political activities
tractor rally, their protest was consciouslypl@Pe the identity of each member of that
projected by the mainstream medis CoMMunity. If the voices of the opposition

anarchi c-nanio malnd.i “WoWddgve keepiheard, the grave problems
some tractors that broke away from thaith the laws could_ have been corrected,
main rally were continuously replayed orfnd in the long run it could have also been
news channels; consciously undermining" appropriate  representation of a
the image of the toiling farmers on peacefifemocratic decision making. Instead, an
protest and seeking to divert attention awa§nvironment of mistrust surrounds the
from the real issues of agrarian distress ahirriedly passed lawsebause the voices of

failures of successive rounds of talks. the key stakeholders were disregarded,
because many provisions threaten the very

It is important for us to understandexistence of small and marginal farmers,

that while the f ar mandlkebausp cogoratizet agricsltura spells d

the aim of protecting the rights of farmersgoom for the already crumbling Public
when it entered the national capital,hiad Distribution System on which eces of the

steadily turned into a power play fuelledbg ount ryés poor depend.

* k k%
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Women and Body Image

Aleena Antony
B.Com Hons. | Year

Body i mage i s b a wnfavburablyA Begative o Ipodyd smage
thoughts and feelings about the way theincreaseshe risk of engaging in unhealthy
body looks. Sometimeshe way people lifestyle behaviours, such as dieting or
think other people are judging theimrestrictive eating, oveexercising and other
appearance <can af f edisdrderdadh adaing pa r wemit 6 sontrdd o d y
image. Poor body image comes fronbehaviours. All of this can be bad for
negative thoughts and feelings abod o meoneds physical and e
appearance, and a healthy body image m®t done under thsupervision of a trusted
made up of thoughts and feelings that amoctor or a health expert.
positive. Body image is a major factor in

selfesteem. Selésteem relates to how Dieting is a strong risk factor for

much you like and value yourself; howdeveloping an eating disorder. Research

much you recognize or appreciate yous h o ws t hat even Amoder
character, qualities, skills, andincreases the risk of developing an eating

accomplishments. Like body image, selfdisorder in teenage girls. While dieting is
esteem, or the lack of it, can albe based normalised in society, it can lead to serious
on how you think other people look at yowphysical health complications, and for most
as a person. People who have low -selpeople who lose weight through dieting, the
esteem may not always feel confident abouteight lost is gained back over time.
themselves or how they look. It is ofterDieting is not sustainable. Instead, focusing
hard for them to see that they are aan eating a wide variety of foods for
important and capable person. People witouishment and enjoyment, and trying to
positive selfesteem often have a confidenb e flexible wi t h one
attitude about their body and mind, and carecommended.
recognize their strengths as well as personal
value and worth. Body i mage can al so af f
relationship with physical activity. Feeling
Self-esteem is extremely important forself-conscious or uncomfortable with their
everyone because it helps one keep appearance or body size or shape can lead to
positive outlook on life andhakes one feel women avoiding physical activity. This
good about the person they are, both insid®uld be because they feel that being active
and out. Most teens with sadsteem find or engaging in particular activities exposes
life much more enjoyable. They tend tdheir body to the public eye. Alternatively, a
have better relationships with peers andoman may oveexercise or engage in an
adults, find it easier to deal with mistakes oexcessive amount of physical activity to
disappointments and are nadikely to stick lose weight or change their body shape. A
with a task until they succeed. healthy relationship with physical activity
means engaging in regular physical activity
Studies have shown that 87% othat is focused on maintaining or improving
women and 65% of men compare theiphysical fithess, and is an activity that is fun
bodies to images they consumend enjoyable. Trying to focus othe
onsocialand traditionamedia. In that benefits of physical activity for physical,
comparison, a stunning 50% of women anohental and social health, rather than for
37% of men compare their bodiesveight control, or changing body size or

(@)
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shape, is highly appreciated by many peoptee pressure to strive for the myth of the
across the globe. Afperfecto body that y ou
online, or, in your commutes.
Body image and seksteem start in
the mind and not in the mor. These can Selfesteem is how you value and
change the way you understand your valuespect yourself as a pergoit is the
and worth. Healthy body image and selfopinion that you have of yourself inside and
esteem are a big part of wélking. Body out. Selfesteem impacts how you take care
i mage i s ment al a n d of eyoucselfj emotoohally, physigadly, bralt h t h
mental picture that you have of your bodgpiritually. Selfesteem is about your whole
and the way you feel about yobody when self and not just your body. When you have
you look in a mirror. good selesteem, you value yourself, and
you know that you deserve good care and
In one Swiss studgonducted by Ann respedd from yourself and others. You can
KearneyCooke and Diana Tieger in 2015appreciate and celebrate your strengths and
on Abody i mage di gobur babmceé i taineds, t Aed you
devel opment o f ofel@0o i dovn if gau smake ch anistalke. Good self
adult women aged 304 years, despite 73%e st eem means t hat you st
of women falling within the normal weightgood enough even when yol
range, more than 70% of these womedifficult feelings or situations.
expressed a desire to be thinner.This trend
also held true for older women who are 65 Social media can have an impact on
years and above; 65% were of normatour body image and relationship with food,
weight, yet 62% of these women wished taue to increased empure to thin and toned
be thinner. body types and particular diets. Studies
have shown that 88% of women compare
Body image disturbance affectsthemselves to images they observe on social
feelings, thoughts, perceptions, andnedia, with over half of them emphasising
behaviours related to the body and has lorigat the comparison is unfavourable. This is
been recognized as a clinical feature axtremely problematic sait can lead to
grave significance in the development antbwer selfesteem, an unbalanced diet,
maintenance of Anorexia Nervosa (an deficiencies of vitamins and minerals and
eating disorder causing people to obseg®ssiblyeating disorders
about weight and what they eat) and
Bulimia Nervosa (an eating disorder marked Social media allows us to feel like we
by bingeing, followed by methods to avoichave a personal connection to the people
weight gain, like purging through inducedthat share certain content (e.g., thin/toned
vomiting, etc). bodies and healthy food). This is a false
sense of community which makes it easier
Healthy bog image is more than to be influenced. The selected exposure and
simply tolerating wimfluénceyobparticular ooktent carkneakeous fi n o
di sli kingo your sel fbeliewe thhteaathin/tingd bbdg tyye or ma g e
means that you truly accept and like the wagertain diet is more natural than it actually
y ou |l ook right n o wis. @&n dociah meglia, particukarr bpdy tyges t o
change your body to fit the way you thinkare prioritised as ideal body types and this
you should look. It raans recognizing the may lead society to view these body types
individual qualities and strengths that makand specific eating behaviours as more
you feel good about yourself beyondttractive and healthier than other ones. The
weight, shape or appearance, and resistinggjority of social media allows the users to
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https://emotionmatters.co.uk/eating-disorders/

like content produced by others; ofterwho spend more time on Facebook may feel
idealised bodies and certain trendy dietmore concerned about their body because
receive many likes. In other words, certaithey compare their appearance to others,
bodies and diets are perceived as moees peci ally to peerso. Th
attractive. social media on body image are well
documented, but social median also have
This also encourages thea positive ef fect on 0 n
objectification of bodies, whereby bodieChaudhary says.
that are observed on social media are
processed like objects and not human A 2019 Australiarstudy anf
bodies. These social norms may impact hoexperimental investigation of the effects of
we view our body bewse humans, viewing body positive content on young
especially, because of socialisation, havevao me n 6 s mo o d and body
general need to gain approval from othemrsonducted by Rachel Cohen, Jasmine
and avoid disapproval. As a result, wé&ardouly, Toby Newtodohn, and Amy
might feel pressured to conform to the&Slater. Theysurveyed women between 18
social norms related to appearance. Sociahd 30 years of age after these women
media users often choose to shdre best viewed body positive content on social
parts of their life with the world. We maymedia. Body positive content seeks to show
begin to feel that we are not good enouglappreciation and acceptance for all types of
compared to the people we see on socibbdies. Researchers concluded that after
media platforms. viewing positive contentthe women not
only felt better about their bodies, but they
This experience, coupled withwere also in better moods.Peopl e tend
photoshopped images promoting thin idealgmulate what they see or adjust their
can lead us to feel that by han g t h e expdctdtiens lofothemselves based on what
body image, we may feel more worthy andé t her s ar e doing or h o
happier in ourselves. One of the ways soci@@lh audhar vy says. AAdvoca
media can hurt our body image is byositivity and influential figures have a
exposing us to i ma guaigue ability té rmattecaapbsitive énpact ob o d y
types, causing us to compare ourselves tmw people view themselves and their
themA Peopl e end ulistic cbodees, tespeciglly whenritecames to young
ideals for themselves based on what thgye op |l e. 0 Anot her way S0
see and feel di st r e positively wripactn bdadyh ényagea iseloydt a bl
to meet those ideas or selfx p e c t a tonnecting s withothers and building a
saysNeha ChaudharyMD, a child and bodyaccepting community, according to
adolescent psychiatrist at Maskasetts Jill M Emanuele, the senior director of the
General Hospital andarvard Medical Mood Disorder Centre at the Child Mind
School Institute

A studyperformed by Jasmine A positive attitude can come by
Fardouly and Lenny R Vartaniam 2015 on defining an identity for yourself that is not
how fAnegative c 0 mp dased Do looks or dhbegative thingsathérs
appearance mediate the relationshpeopl e may say. Focus m
between Facebook usage and body imageique qualitiesEveryone has their special
c o n c efound dhat femalédentifying talents that make them unique. People
college students who spent more time oshould be more confident in themselves if
Facebook had poorer body image. Ththey are good at something which makes
researchers cohcuded t hat i theonustagd apad i@ othersica makes
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them happy and proud of themselvesuccessfully cope with social situations and
Learning gives one the power to make huild confidence, then one may find it
di fference i n onebogewdrding ®© share dhat adviee andi offee s
others. An educated mind can do wondeencouragement to others. People should
both for themselves and for others toowork for their hapmess, their purpose in
Trying out a new hobby, finding out whatlife. We should not bother about what
one is pasionate about, or participating in geople think about us, but should they offer
variety of sports activity can be a great wagonstructive criticism, we should accept and
to stay healthy and focused and motivateabpreciate the same, because constructive
to be happy every day. Having something toriticism can help us improve, creating a
look forward to can give one a sense dfetter version of aselves. A happier
purpose and pride and help one to workersion, too, because happiness is all that
throughdifferent challenges througlife. If matters.

one thinks one has found a way to xRk

Picture Credit: Aleena Verghese, BA Hons. English | Year
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For How Long Do

| Have to Change Myself?

Anna Grace Mathew
BAHons. English | Year

(*Trigger warning: mentions eating disorder, insecurity about self and seltisgust)

Let me tell you a story

In the form of a verse

A story about something

that happened so long ago

And something thattill happens now.

When | was 13, | gained some weight
Suddenly | changed waist sizes from 26
To asize 32

And gradually to a size 36.

| went from shopping for a size M

in the kids clothing section

To a M in the adults clothing section
And gradually to hunting for a L or XL
or sometimes even a XXL

from the pile of clothes in the store.

| noticed the look of disapproval

From the aunty next door

To the salesperson of one of my favourite store
And suddenly [ felt small, insignificant

Their disapproving looks bore into me

And | suddenly wanted to change myself

|l wanted to fit Athe
Because | didndét wan

Every time | looked at my reflection

And | fsi zed downo.
Went from a 36 size waist to a 32 size.

But somehow, even that was
I was thinner yes! But sti
I wasndt pretty, because |

My breasts were smaller and

my curves were neexistent now.

So, I worked to change myself again
Because | wanted to fit the standards
others set out for me.

No matter how hard | tried

Il never seemed to
| was always either too thin or too fat.
Why c oul lieithé gerfedt sizev e r

fit ot he

| knew it was unhealthy

I knew | should not change myself

but care for myself

And for this reason, and this reason solely,
| stopped myself

Pefore changing my diet plan yet again

And asked myself
AWhy canot
Who has set

| al@am®ept myself

these beauty

Sidwh) Sstbpped b Gids Aaft, b& fstogpéd U t Y
Istopped tryih§to stledzd nfdelf N L -
into clothes that were too small for me.

And | stopped feeling dejected

| felt repulsed by what | saw and ashamed when | coul dni
For on the other side dfet mirror | stopped waiting

stood a fiheavyo repr 1%&%mtﬁe@e?%édwhssingouttoeat.

Ofwholam.And | didndét want to e her.

So, | set a goal for myself

| stopped trying to perfect my body size for those
Who would change their opinion the next day.

Started eating less, or sometimes not eating at @lhd | stopped trying to obtain

Consuming just enougthhsgo fHhpa&vomdétt paisguoed .
Started working out for longer and longer hoursWhich somehow was the only acceptable
Till my vision was blocked by my sweat. body dimension?
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But timeand again, now and then Why should | change myself

| feel smaller sometimes, into what others want me to be?
sometimes even insignificant Be it my personality or the way my body looks.
Sometimes still trying to fit the standards Why am | ashamed of looking at my reflection?
the others set out for me. Why am | worried about the size of my breasts
But then | stop myself! If | slip back sometimes or if | have curves?
| ask myself this: Why am | so insecure every time

| dress to go out?

* * k* %

Picture Credit: Isha Dawar, BAP Psychology + Philosophy Il Year
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Women of Ima Keithel: Changing Gender Roles in Conflict

Michelle SanyaTirkey
BAP History + Political Science IIl Year

(*Trigger warning: mention of r*pe)

From the earliest
and contribution to society has either beg¢
strategically confined to the domestic spa
or perceived as | e¢
work. This hypermasculine patriarche
society of ours thrives on the subservien( St
and swordination of women and
undermines their identity, while
perpetuating sexual division of labour &
well as gender roles at every level in ordi
to maintain itself. Despite theseanmade
impediments, women have time and aga ik
pushed through the crosshash of
patriarchal control to reclaim their agency Stock Photo : Ima Keithe

and become catalysts of social change and . . )
justice. Meitei women had to shoulder the entire

regonsibility of the household, working in

One such example is from the heart gf2ddy fields and weaving textiles and
Imphal in  Manipur where Severa|hand|crafts. They began to sell their own
generations of women have been runni oduce and carry out trade and commerce

the Ima Keithed which literally translates M markets, the biggest of which came to be

to AMot her®fsr mdle than emooknown as Ima Keithel. In the absence of
years entirely on their own, making it th en, thesewomen found the freedom to

largest market in Asia, and possibly, th n%Ceorzﬁ denfeifellant and  financially
entire world, run by women. The women of"?€P '

Ima Keithel have become the polestar of Since then, trouble has come their way

social change and movements in the nortReveral times throughout the course of
east over he centuries owing to theirhistory. Post the abolition of thallup-kaba

struggle for socigeconomic and political the market hit a low due to the aggressive

freedom against patriarchal oppression. commercial policies of the British such as
high taxation on water and largeale

Birth of Ima Keithel export of locally produced rice abroad. In

1939, the women of Ima Keithel united in

The story of Ima Keithel can be tracegigrce opposition to these reforms and
back to the 16th century when it emerged &gganied protests, meetings, rallies and
a consequence of the imposition of thg|ockades in an uprising that came to be
lallup-kababy the king of the region. This known as theNupi Lan or Womenaos
was an ancient system of forced labouyar. The attempt of the British to quell the
where men of the Meitei community weremovement through brute force was thwarted
sent off to distant lands to cultivate, collecsuccessfully by these women who had even
tax and fight wars. Back in the village, thenspired the men fothe city to join their
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cause. Even though this movement fizzledpheld the ethos of democracy by taking to
out with the onset of the Second World Wathe streets to agitate and organize protests
and the insurgency that followed inand rallies in demand for justice. Even after
Manipur, it became an epochaking battle years of Independence, the Ima Keithel is
for soci al mo v e me mbre thanajustda sowae ok livelitwod for
empowerment in the state. All thesdhese women; it stands assymbol of their
developments altogether established th@ultural identity, unity and gender justice.
market as a centre for important decision

making. | ma Keithelds women he:

to keep the market thriving despite facing
mul tifarious <challenges.

Today the market is governed by anote that they often attribute this success to
union formed by its women. This union ighe rule that disallowsnen from operating
called thelma Keithel SinphamAmasung in the market entirely. Men can only carry
Saktam Kanba Lup ( Mot her s 6 out Mmenikle tvork as labourers and
Profession and Identity  Protectiontransporters and are prohibited from owning
Organization) which stands as arstalls of their own. In addition to this, only
embodiment of the lonrgnduring narrative married or widowed women can become
of their struggle and identity. The union als@endors, hence its name. Throudje years
manages a credit system that helps womémey have kept alive the tradition of
take small loans for purchasing goodsnheritance where they pass down their
Along with running their everyday businessbusiness to the next generation of daughters,
these women continue to preserve thdaughtersn-law and other women in the
market as a space for voicing dissent arfdmily. While this particular rule is strictly
the exchange of socimolitical ideas and followed to honour their ageld tradition, it
affairs of the country. This culture of Imaleaves many unmarried and young women
Keithel has kept the women informed andh need, bereft of the opportunity to earn a
empoweed. living through the market. This downside to
it notwithstanding, the Ima Keithel has
Sontributed greatly to the local economy, to
social and political attitudes agell to the
Bersonal growth of these women.

Present Day Scenario

In recent years, whenever the cloud
of injustice have loomed over Manipur,
these women have continued to unit
against the multitude of socmlitical
issues that affect the region, be it human
rights violations, gendered and racial Today the rapid growth of
violence, dracoian state policies like the supermarkets and shopping complexes in
Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act and thilae city along with some policies of the state
recent Citizenship Amendment Bill (now,government have posed a serious threat to
Act). The women had protested against thibe Ima Keithel. Despite this, the women of
Centreds ceasefire thegmaketicomtnoe tg standnundetérred adla g a
Peace Talks of 2001 which would have halefore. If the past is any indication, it is
grave consequencesrfManipur. In 2004, extremely likely that this historically
these women had st aggeificantl madat, a énarkerfof thesdentity a k e d
protest against the abuses of thenterprise, and spirit of the women who run
paramilitary forces who raped and murdereid, and have run it for so long, will continue
the 32yearold Thangjam Manorama. In theto host them for years to come.
face of threats from both state and +state
players these women haveng and again

* k k%
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Representation, Community and Media

Sania Javed
BA Hons. Economics | Year

Y | pladpAEzx Alp @P 2 ciéguage, scripor culture has the right to
Uy Alr © £cgngerve the same. It also provides an
absolute right to the minorities that they can
India, the greatly polarised land ofestablish their own linguistic and religious
diversity, accommodates deeply religiouinstitutions and at the same time can also
people, and their significantly politicalclaim for gramtin-aid without any

lives, stemming fromand culminating in discrimination. Ironically enough,
their respective religions. The issue ofliscrimination against the minorities
representation i n t boepled withthe sehse offinsdcuritg iswthe me n 0 :

movement in presefttay India with the biggest reason for concern for the people of
hyper fixation of the state to politiciselndia.

events by gazing at everything through a

communal lens can be studied only by The problem with media
understanithg the power dynamics betweerrepresentations of communities in India is
t hese fArgtoekdingtdbe-saved that with regard to minorities more teh
womeno and men wit hthag ngto pese sEepipsentations tgng eto
state visibly aims to reinstate the hegemon¥llainize  the ~ communities. As  for
of acertaingroup of people it alleges are infepresentations of other marginalised

danger from the people who are barely §0UPS, identities and communities, caste
fifth part of the total population of around and/or gender identities of the subjects end

966 million Hindus who live in India. The UP 96ting erased to fit the narrative of the

unique set of challenges when it comes fainsteam media to sell the image of a
q ges erfect nation. The constitutional protection
the issue of representation has to do wi

) i . minorities, in theory, paints a far rosier
misrepresentation and blaseql or faulty v ct Uure of the Ff progress
assumptions rooted in masculine ideas @fan what it really is like on the periphery of
Ahow t hesustbeomemt heghejal sPaRe’d or wheh being consteai in
should be the case, efforts to understand tbeo l itical spaces because
lives of these women as they readhe. gender identity. The pursuit of creating

consciousness around caste, class and

The evident shift in the connotation ofcommunity in India has always had a
the word fAsecul ar 0 concurterit empdcta ongmeatters of gendec r a c y
with pluralist values is a worrying subjectinequalities. In practice, belonging to
At least for those who stand for the sociegubaltern goups and being a woman at that,
fabric of our very diverse, very plural,only puts women in the most vulnerable of
highly fAtol erant o | ROgiipnsomth thel malevcauntgrpapiain a

patriarchal society.

Our Constitution has laid down in
Articles 25 to 30 the rights of religious,
cultural and linguistic minorities. The Wi t h t he mas s medi ads
Constitution protects the interests of thepinion formation and publipolicy making
minorities by making a provision that anybeing asonomical, it is important to
section of citizens having a distinctunderstand the process of reproduction of

Patriarchy, Media and Television
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information/misinformation  under  theclutches of their religion, husbands, fathers
influence of the alpervasive media. In aor are just victimised in general (Safeeha
democracy as diverse and as large as ourslitirad inGully boy Najma Malik inSecret

is through media that the state retainSuperstay Aslam in Rang De Basanti
hegemony in shapg the society more thanimran inZindagi Na MilegiDobara).

any other institution within the system. The

currentday media has been successfully Presently, since these stories emerge
asserting haltruths, pushing stereotypical,from a privileged point of view, there exists
misogynistic and vile notions about womera lack of perspective from marginalized
and certain communities to curbcommunities to correcand/or balance the
emancipation at any andl abst. With men onesided representations in circulation.
occupying the majority of importantEven the stories of women affected by
positions in the media, it becomes théiscrimination are written by people who
breeding ground for elitism to bloom,are in a privileged position. The media just
creating a space overflowing withends up becoming a space for these people
discourses about women but withouto reinforce their opinions ral reflect
actually taking into account the experiencesajoritarian perspective while ignoring
of women. Een with the shrunken spaceand/or silencing the voices of minorities and
and gendered nature of media, the womesubaltern groups.

who do find a spot on the same table as the

privieged men are the uppeaste/class The Politics of Representation
women, mostly coming from backgrounds The idea of women sitina in
of privilege. This makes an intersectional g

approRch o vtal mpsance whie viewng. roszie @ € e9me along wih trer
the issues of representation. P

such an extent that when women alone, take
: : . he centre stage in acts of dissent, we often
With the overall increased impact Of: nd to overlook their contribution as they

media and television, the ideas IoresentE/and up for the collective struggles of the

thro_ugh these_ channels tend to S€EP INGQizens. The matter of representation, along
social dynamics as well. The sexist an ith the communal and casidentity of

genera_llsed ‘l’,'eWS a%out wgmen being evey s men in political spaces and nationalist
ramatic, clingy, dependent on mMeNygyements has often been left out of count

enmeshed in their relationships, and legs ret ain a brahminical
outspoken than men are visibly repeated 853 t r i ot i s mo .
t hey fAseldl bettero on television. Common

misinterpretations are about the lack of In the case of a society as layered as
sisterhood between two women, abouhdia, caste and class differences will
jealous competitiveess and catty snipingalways tend to overwrite ¢h gendered
between women, or about the depiction of geality of women occupying positions in
strong, independent, working woman, whonale dominated arenas such as politics.
is a terrible mother. Of course, women mudtven with the mass mobilization of women
either be primary cargivers for their in politics during the nationalist movement,
families or mean workaholics who hatdhe representation of women in institutions
children, right! of the Lok Sabha and State Assereblivas
dismal after independence. Political under
Charactersepresenting minorities arerepresentation of the subaltern sections of
always given asupporting role as the best the society can be attributed to the gate

friend of the fher keepingofviess posittonsy byn podtical | vy ,

they are always shown to be trapped in thearties and malign personal agendas. Even
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with the constitutional provisions t@lp the numerous women to reclaim their voices,

participation of women, it is often seen thaattire and personhood. Along with the Dalit

women i n fAmaj or 0 p dBahujanifemmists aodf actiyists naesing thair e

often the ones coming from wdl-do voices against the caste atrocities, they set

backgrounds with connections. However, aiut to dismantle the hypeomanticised

the grassroots levels of local governancéleas of poverty, livingon the fringes and

higher participation of women from allt hei r i dentity as the 0fAs

sections can be seen. of the dominant caste. Their fight is as

much against the ignorance of upper

The conver sat i on scaste/class feninistS pnd kchalars eviso tead

i nclusiono when I t to o theepdatformsoand gpase$s meard for

lower-caste women, and other minoritiePalit men & women and womerirom

has to be seen through a social lens wheraimnorities to tell their storiesSpace must be

the identities of the subjects need to beleared for newer, more accurate,

erased to paint a promising picture about tlrepresentations of variously marginalised

harsh relities of the state of affairs of theidentities to be seen and understood. The

marginalised groups. The women o&cho chamber of majoritarian ideas must be

Shaheen Bagh tearing down their falselghallenged and dismantled. Else, theyl wil

i mposed i dent i t i e scontinaesoppressiegxworaes sromvnarionty
domesticatedo and damwd csgualsteelr ns wh joaptss as
under | sl amodo by takdngttessbhe streets of Ne:

Delhi, carved out an ebbdng space for

Picture Credit Akhila Rajeena, BA Hons. English | Year
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Intersectionality: Where Id.the Drawn?
Anonymous

Intersectionality has become
the crux of contemporary feminist
debates. How does being a womal
tie in with onebo:s
position; this is a question most
feminists ask themselvels theory,
this question seems like one which
would promote inclusivity, where
each individual has the ability to tick
as many fboxeso

S

wish to and still identify with a = S
larger tapestry of concerns, but the ~—
reality is somewhat different. N o
As a preliminary statement, | =
would like to say that for most left
leaning individuals, whether é

consciously or otherwise, society car
be interpreted only as a two ,
dimensional concept, where one is Piciure Credit

ei ther At he oppr ess epifsharmaBA Hons. HistbrfliErea
oppr eWito rtiis. template, all

oppressed groups become automaticaltde majority identityBy virtue of this

affiliated with each other. This becomes aterger, each individual in this

unfeasible concept in the contemporargonglomerate is then expected to have the

political arena, where the boxes of labelsagme views and beliefsThis acts in a

those limited descripts, cannot be viewed manner contrary to the essence of diversity

as independent components operating ingmd accommodation. Instead of being a
historical vacuum devoid of contextscoalition, this grouping becomes a clique.
experience and valueA.person can tick all And at its peak, any divergence can come to

the fArighto boxes epeeodddideredtaafd redddreto staR@cRurfcel t h a't

negate the effort tchnfpdighVagainst Unk offdilg ntafk o C hi e Vv
their other goals? difference.

One might perceive this push for | do not mean to imply that different
coalition to be one for the greater goodgroups can never align. But it is necessary
where different groups can seek justice bty understand that a blanket rule cannot be
mobilising the masses. But the problem iapplied to the alliance of different groups.
that despite the willingness of lefting What needs to be understood is that there is
groups to encourage diversity, they seeko single way o f being a nf em
ultimately to mege all these categories andndividuals can hold the same, or, similar
classes of people into a huge conglomerabeliefs, but have different methods of
pitted against that which is perceived to bachieving their goals. Most people value the
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importance of an egalitarian society. For partake in antBrahmin activities. Tis begs
higher caste woman, this may imply strivinghe question, where do we put them? In a
for a society whth does not discriminate societal order which is black or white,
against women. On the other hand, where do religiously majoritarian groups
woman from a lower caste might prioritisevhich have uplifted the lower castes go?
the end of castbased discrimination over .

the gender struggle. Alternatively, a lower _ In the contemporary era, given the
or higher caste woman may identify withPolitics of gender identity in the public
neither the caste struggler the gender SPacethe most obvious divergence between
struggle as these are articulated. Which or@minist and nosiraditional gender thought
of them is right? And more importantly,Processes concerns the primacy, or lack

ifcorrectnesso? articulations of radical feminism, most other

feminist schools of thought essentially focus

The conflict of identity betweenon undér st andi n g a per sono:
traditional ~feminist ideals and moregoing beyond their socially assigned gender
contemporary gender discourse ispfidd in  and its associated fAqual
understanding a key facet of any kind o§ide, due to their social and historical
strictly defined, and, to all purposescontex® being denied the right to self
Afenforcedo intersecidén®yd thany trahsgentdd, agendgueer uni f
ideology. This conflict was first highlighted and nonrbinaryindividuals find it important
in the protest movements and feminisfo view themselves as an extension of their
struggles of the 1980s and 1990si0Pt0 chosen pronoun©®nce fAtransiti one
this period, the feminist movement wasndividuals want no longer to be considered
mostly centred around a Marxist approachy n y di fferentgetnidan 0t loe i

that is, religious and caste identities werpjological countesparts. The
given little primacy in theorisations.encour age metnitcabf cédpoéctr
However, in the late 2b century, as a n d fipolitenesso i n pol

religion, and therefore caste, gained ancourages the marginalisation of both
cental position in the socipolitical groups involved. The convention of political
context of the nation, the feministcorrectness encourages individuals (at least
movement could no longer ignore then the public sphere) to actively pass over
inherent religious identity of its participantsthe fact that transgendevomen are any
While the debates on the rectitude of thgifferent from biological women. The lack
decisions relating to the Ram mandir or thgf acknowledgement of the greater physical
Mandal Commisi®n ran rampant, one thingprowess of a tranwoman, for example, not
became clear: it could no longer be assumeshly ignores the implications for eisomen
that individuals would feel a sense ofn terms of limited opportunities when
comradery simply on the basis of gendegompeting, say in sports, also sidetracks
According to the idea of uniformity one ofthe challenges and alienation a travsman

these groups was inherently wrong. Did thakels, which is not felt by her eigendered
mean that they werno longer feminist? counterparts.

An interesting parallel is that of the In this context, the feminist effort to
Shiv Sena, which gained prominence duringnake pronouns a necessary part of regular
the late 1990s as well. The party wastroductions in dajgo-day life s
for med as a A Hi n dcorfflietiagowith ph e t y d e aBud f Auni f
interestingly, this party would actively Either, gender does not matter or it does. By
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trying to bring the use of pronouns into theecessarily subscribing to the importance
mainstream, the feminist movement hathey pay to gender identity.

largely made the choice to focus on gender At - ¢ i ¢
identity. This choice can lead the feminis% h Ih S hmo stoextr 3 me., ¢
movement downone of two diverging . ¢ N ghwayo understa
paths: either, different standards must o tersec'glonallty paints any d|vergence from

applied to different groups, regardless of this® dc_)ctrlnes as the action of an evil person

degree to which they conform to yOUIyvho is not rational and/or moral and thus, to

ideology, or the women who choose t(pe dissociated fronThis trend is alienating
’ Q]f people and minimizes any possibility of

forgo socially assigned gender identity as . )
important aspect of theidentity must be aholdlng mature and' productive ebiates.
nfortunately, for this exact reason, the

deemed wrong and/or unevolved anitjJ : e . .
cancelled. eftist feminist belief system is disregarded
entirely as a marginal and unproductive

The second choice is one that hadiscourse on the basis of the aggressive
foreseeable damaging effects on thenvironment created within its boundaries.
feminist movement. It cannot be guaranteed
that the consensus on the inclusion of-non  This is not to say that problemati
cisgender individuals in the fenign Views and practices of individuals, groups
discourse will continue. If, per chance, ifnd social systems should not be called out,
does not, drawing from their experience dput as we do that, some degree of critical
having been excommunicated, these ne$glfreflexivity is required to assess our own
centres of power within the feministiﬂiti&' prejudices, opinions, Complicities and
movement will push their opposers out ofnotivations. It need not alwa be true that
the fold. Once this precedence is set, it withe impolite or insensitive behaviour of an
inarguably lead to an unending, petty ndi vi dual stems from th
conflict. Some shifting boundaries aredS a racist, misogynist, casteist, or
expected to be a part and parcel of any shffpmophobe. It could be that an individual is
in powerdynamics. But extending thosetruly unaware of the consequences of their
boundaries to ensure the erasure of ti@stions.
Aot hersodo within the f
and their contbutions is harmful to the
movement as a whole.

old of .t he. rr].ovement
In conclusion, intersectionality can
only occur in those situations where
different groups actually lirap their

Does this mean that contemporarghought processes, situational complexities,
gender discourse and the feminishgendas and aspirations but not as a means
movement cannot ever align? No. Howevetp erase these in the service of some
the dogmatic adoption of the same talking hi gher o goal . enaria, t he
points by both groups feels both counterinevitably, a squabble will break out within
intuitive and egressive. Surely, a feministthe attempted coalition which will be to the
can empathise with the struggles of a trandiscredit of the warring factions in the eyes
nonbinary/ genderqueer person without of the general public.

* % k%
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Jailor of My Own Making

Jahanbi Singh
BA Hons. Psychology | Year

Every night | die and am reborn again But when | ight hits my hc
The moon stands to witness the pain some normalcy

As | craft my own purgatory, The moon withers away,

No chance of winning, nbope for mercy it got too much for her

| am the mother of my woes Handing her duties to the sun,

| 6m the cruell est | ahedisgRreasy er known
| gave myself wings, | break free of the cage or it breaks me

| said | could be who | wanted to be I.sla.tther a §mile on my face and pretend my
But what is this canee' S A te acotnrjaugr(‘:'eddy up and

i ?
where is the key~ | move through my day

Did | fly too close to the sun; is this a :3u fj o In 5 ? ° E ﬂ E) Wk Cvﬁ \évr \éVh IO 5 II I a;
reprimand? | pretend | am untethered.

Acost to bear for Wh‘l‘ﬁretehdl%ﬂft‘é@(’t do,

For the lives | was too scared towithstand.g yt | know 1611 be here :
| take all these words and clock strikes three.

tie them around the bars | know 18l have to witn:¢
This place feels like home, As | traverselis path of discovery

| 6ve been here at uRpAg kad yhledinggrowand break free.
But until then | have no one else to blame,

Home is where the heart is I 61 | be here again,

And my heartstrings are tied heaadlessly | 61 | be here again.

* % k% *
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Picture Credit: Shreeja, BA Hons. English Il Year
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Femininity in the Crosshairs of Masculine Conflict:

Women of Kashmir

Srushti Sharma
BA Hons. History | Year

She says, when are we going to meet?  women are merely expected to acquiesce

| say, after a year and a war and play variously supporting roles as
She says, when does the war end? needed. They are expected to cry when their
| say, the timave meet loved ones become casualties or martyrs to

the cause or show strength and resilience,
even taking on covert operations so as to
inspire, encourage and support their men in

Before delving into the topic of thiscorf I i ct . Trapped in a si!f
paper, a clarification about how the term§hoose and one that ultimately exacts a
Amascul inityo and mMeagymprieei fromtthedm, aa guete fomi n g
used here may be in order. Since ages pa¥ta r gar et Nawdmdosd0s Tal
political organisation has beenrgely comes to mind asThan apt
controlled by men and hence the patriarch@erfect gift. A girl trapped in a box. She
nature of our political practices cannot b@nly dances when saone else opens the
ignored. Annexation or invasion is a featurid. When someone else winds her up. If this
of a maledominated political structures. Itis & story I am telling, | must be telling it to
would not be much of a
misrepresentation, therefore, tc
associate moderrday conflicts
based on national boundaries
with patriarchy, malelominance
and even A m
Femininity in the article does not
refer to specific sets of traits
customarily considered
Awomanl yo. Rat h
reference the bulk of the women
who have historically had little or
no say in political decision
making and thus are trapped in
situations of conflict that are not
of their own making.

MahmoudDarwish,
Palestinian poet and author

Masculine territorial
conflicts shatter human lives and
tear asunder the social fabric with
their violence and brutality.
While men often take the
decision for a  particular Picture Credit:
community or state to engage in conflict, Aditi Sharma, BA Hons. History Il Yea
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someone. Thereds a lbreva yasd inmginatee ways. AsvMasrat
when there i s no ong&ahra shared in an interview given The
Poets and authors often write oNew Humanitarian Infimaledominated
women in times of war as lovers anxiouslgocieties like ours, woen usually give up
waiting for their men to return or weepingtheir dreams and suffer in silence but |
mothers and sisters, etc. In other wordg, hose not to do soo0.
popular characterisations of women in
conflict zones are suffused with emotion A distinctive quality of the works of
something identified especially with womerKashmiri women authors is how they depict
in many androcentric cultures, especially tagony while liberating the writer with every
devalue tem. However, themes like thewritten word. It is heartening to note that,
futility of war, the psychological agony, andtoday, women from Kashmir dominate
sociapolitical costs of conflict are oftenvarious Delhibased academic circles.
examined via the emotional experiences @@entral universities like Jamia Millia
women. This fact, in itself, is verylslamia, University of Delhi and Jawaharlal
interesting and points to the inadequacy ddehru University note an increasing
reason (oftendentified as a masculine traitrepresentation of Kashmiri women in
in sexist narratives) to fully understand th@arious academic programmes. @lsthe
manifold consequences of conflict thainternet has opened various avenues for
Arational o me n d et eavonmn to exprésh themseloes and eegisterf .
This paper looks at the distinct way irtheir protest.
which women in conflict zones perceive
themselves and hovhey are perceived by Before starting to write this piece
others. It looks specifically at the exampleipon women of a completely different
of Kashmiri women. place, faced with absolutely different
realities, | was quite unsure about \trer |
While stereotypical representations ofvas right. What, after all, gives me, a
Kashmiri women are easy to find, it ismainland privileged Indian, the right to
important to not ignore the ways in whichappropriate struggles and battles of
Kashmiri women themselves are authoringashmiri women? Perhaps, the answer is in

resistanceZanaarWWa n a a n , Awomehre sepsesaekncc e of womends s
in Kashmiri, is an anonymous Kashmirt he princi ples of womeno
Wo mend s Col | e c tmediee trueavhed a groop of tvamen have far more

platform that is one example of womerproblematic sets of concerns to deal with?
taking charge of their own narrativesWomen in Kashmir are ultimately fighting
resisting multiple crisscrossing forces ofvith dual patriarchal manifestations:
oppression that are patriarchas well as oppression from patriarchal conflict, and
militaristic in nature. from patriarchal social structures. Maybe, it
is the latter that connects women of the
Patriarchy is equally fatal to womenworld in a strange way. Perhaps the
as conflict is. Women in conflict zones dealermination of both these aspects of
with dual manifestations of patriarchy, arpatriarchal power is crucial to attain the
oppressive state and regressive socipfomise of a just world denied to women for
structures. Instead of succumbing to thesso long.
journalists like Masrat Zahra and lIffat
Fatima, Kashmiri women, are asserting their
presence, their voice and their rights in

* k k%
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Conversations with My Body

| woke up a little insecure today,

my mind and heart again duelled

in my dream.

They were trying to figure out who caused
the existential crisisthad,

on Wednesday.

Both of them threw allegations

like two siblings

pestering each other

with water balloons on Holi.

And so, when | woke up,

| felt like the disoriented mother

who doesndét know wh

she should stop first.

But my teeth are experéd solving
problems,

just like my father

which is exactly why they observed two
minutes of silence

before decl

AGuiltyo.

ar i bo

ng

Sometimes, my palms speak to me;

they ask me to stop growing my nails
so long

because they torture them

inside clogd fists,

leave their angry marks on them

and my palms hate to bear

any more marks;

they already have so many of their own.

My feet tempt me

to try on all the pairs of heels
on the rack,

walk to all corners of the shop
as if | were some Gigi Hadid,
but then they reluctantly settle
inside my dirty white sneakers
as | walk out of the door.
Their gentle thuds tell me

that they would always be

Akshita Pareek
BAP Psychology + Sociology Il Year

my walking partners;
evenif they walk slowly
or start hurting a little.

My ears become strangely similar
to my toes when they ask me to
hold onto life a little longer,

just like they hold onto

my jhumkaswith energy, all day.

My fingers trace the remaining

route for me,

theytake me to the periphery of my eyes,
lined with beautiful, long lashes

apart from,

the swelling and dark circles.

When | look into the mirror,

| use my eyes

to look at my own eyes,

and glance at the depth

stored in those browns;

| am starting to get ldsn my own eyes
when | suddenly spot my smile

trying so hard to keep smiling
because it wants me to know that

| am its favourite face

éto smile on.

* k% %

Picture Credit:

Sharmeedsodhulika, BA Hons. Sociology 11l Yee
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Same Sex Relations imedern India

Akansha Sengupta
BAP Elective English + History | Year

India, the land of rich customs,said about the legitimacy of homosexual
traditions, and home tmany cultures, is no relationships by reducing them to the sole
stranger to samsex love. And contrarytomot i ve of Apl easureo ( as
the various orthodox groups saying thahing) and dismantling the romantic
modern India has rejected homosexuality, iexperiences of queer people.
all actuality, modern India has embraced All that we are taught about sex is that
homosexuality. The Indian courts passedwe s houl dnodt do it, at I
landmark judgment on thg&th of September married. The purpose of marriage is only to
2018, when it abolished article 377. Articlaeduce women to bakyaking machines,
377 had been like a thorn in the side ofvhere sex is just for procreation and even
many homosexuals who fought hard fothinking about female pleasure is made out
their right to love. On the 6th of Septembeto be a crime. So, imagine bringing up the
that year the streets were bathed in thepic of homosexual relationships at the

colours of the rainbow as pgle tooktothe di nner t abl e. It ol | have
streets celebrating history in the makingat you in shock and your father thundering
Modern Indians have made their starkvi t h rage, because Anob

refusal to be straitjacketed into thelaught er to become a gir
heterosexual society evident time anthrgely heteronormative society, saisgx
again. love is talked about in hushed whispers and
in the privacy of oneds |
However, more often than

as unnatural and in many casedEci
often devious. Indian society hasgs
made many belie
supposed to happen only between &
man and a woman. Biology plays af
great role in such descriptions a
only those who correspond with
their biological sex at birth can be
socially allowed to love and marry.
The act of intimacy is such a tabooges
subject in our 2 i on
even get sex education because tf
involves illustrative and vivid ®

descriptionf sex. Vile things are Picture Credit:
Simran Tapparwal BA Hons. History | Year
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The current government while itmentions lesbians and calls them
supported the decriminalisation ofi Swaoi niTshese WO me n marr
homosexuality, does not support legalisinggomen and raised families together; they
samesex marriage, feeding prejudicesvere widely accepted within the society,
about homosexuality being unnegband/or even amongst the thigender
a mental health disease, etc. But has India@ommunity. Lesbians are not just
the past always conformed to thesenentioned in theKamasutra the text also
jaundiced views and norms? Well, if youdocuments the sexual escapades between
think so, then, think again. Ancient Indiawomen in some detail. In fact, female
was a much more liberal and toleranintimacy and pleasure find special mention
society. People were predominantly tolerant the Kamasutra.
towards homosexuals and even towards Scholar and renowned author Devdutt

people of the third gender. The Mugh%attanaih notes that theMarkandeya

har ems had ma n eunuc 0 ser v.i ng a
y Purana teﬁs the story of a p?lnce w]cﬁo

slaves and servants, sometimes even a§
reiused to marryKah Vv\\lloman because .he

. e
advisors. The eunu S r aJjaseraos

: : . eneved tﬁat he was a dlrl. éeno[er was
played an important role in the functionin

luid for Rakshasas and humans alike in the

of the Mughal harem. Aey were employed . :

. . ancient Puranas. The story of Teeja and
as t he segantirewaibirgyg and would
more often than not spy on the
royal women and report back to
the emperor. Because even in
medieval India it was important
to control and curb the
movement of women. f

&

Depictions in Literature
Presently we refuse to
acknowledge that a thing like £ e
fisexo o love-makingd even

exists because we ju have

the courage to talk about it. But
our ancestors wrote the
Kamasutra amongst  other

sexually explicit texts.

Surprisingly, the Vedic system
recognized homosexual unions.
Varying sexual identities and
preferences were widely
recognized. The Purushayita, a

chapter from the Kamasutra Picture Credit:
Sehar Sabharwal, BA Hons. History I Year
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Beeja resonates in the deserts of Rajasthatanuman happened to witness it.

The two were unwiingly promised to each Hence, it is safe to say that
ot her . Beej a br oughhomasgxualtysis seryfinmehnpart oiagher i e s
Teeja. The story ends with them happilyndian past. Moderday politicians and
living together as womenFolk tales like groups who insist that homosexuality is a
this often talk of sameex love and western import contaminating Indian culture
marriagesismat Chugt ai 6s i cleatlyaneetl to leaannadbit more about the
Tehri Lakeerwere rather boleexplorations culture they claimto speak on behalf of.
of sexuality in thezenanafor her time. References in Hindu mythology and other
ALIi haaf o was e Vv en paophla texts setvg as abundara évideracan of
obscenity trial in the 1940s for its treatmenliesbian relationships in the past. India not
of sexual relations between women. only recognized homosexuality in the past,
in many cases it even accepted sa®e
0rf-:‘lations. It is hopd modern India will

homosexuality, a union between people L -
y . peop v¥ork to shed its inhibitions and prejudices
the same sex would bring about a loss 0 :
on the subject

caste, other texts composed at the same time
openly describe homosexual relations. In
the colonial era, when Victorian prudery
was imposed on and valorised in ladi
samesex relations were carried out on
the sly.

Even though thélanusmritisays that

* % k%

The temple of Khajuraho in &
Madhya Pradesh has many sculpture‘s’i’f
that very evidently depict homosexual
activities. The Khajuraho sculptures are
widely known for their unconcealed and
overtly sexual imagery. The sculptures
depict sexual activity between two
women and at times even betwee
groups of women. Even the Ramayana
depicts intimacy between women. The®
Rakshasis or female demons of Lanka:
are said to have engaged in ‘
activity, and Valmiki even says that#&

n

o~

Picture Credit:
Rikita Kishore Shah, BAP Psychology + Philosophy I Year
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Criminal Love

SharmeeGodhulika
BA Hons. Sociology Il Year

| played 3 songs for yousongs of love, the faces in the portrait became ponds of ink
longing and desire and she threw it out of the window while
but they were muted cleaning Aher o house.
canceller
| reached out to hold your hands | called out your name 3 times in an empty
but my palms were tied with barbed wire hall
| wrote a letter to you to hear it echo, to hear itiéle longer
a letter of love, longing and desire to feel the world reverberating with our love
but it was shredded for once
shredder but my echoes died down amidst the sound
of a clock
| walked 3 different paths to meet you, but The clock just keeps ticking incessantly
my shoes were snatched Tic  tictic
and the road was covered withanew layer 3 2 1
of hot coal tar and gravel Tic tictic
| paused to look into your eyes but they 3 2 1
threw sand into mine Tic tictic
thedust of their feet is the consequence of 3 21
my love My Internal clock just keeps ticking
| weaved a poem for you but it was cut intoDo you feel the threat too?
isolated words and empty letters They might strangle our love
with the knife that has been passed on fronOur love fated to die without a funeral
generations
and my shredded poem was tossed into a xR
hot pan to burn into black carbon
| plucked 3 flowers§ a rose, a jasmine and
a hibiscus i
she claimed those flowers would rather find
solace in her God \
the flowers adorned the feet of the God
whose ardent devotees are blind to our
love C . e oo
| whispered endearments into your ears yet ri mmal. 3\%\“\&%\
normatvity eavesdropped L ° a\‘i\a\ﬁ\".\‘a\
my lips were smeared with a glue which ove.
deceptively looked like lip balm
| sketched a portrait of us and took it home
in my pocket Picture Credit:
thehomecoming was unexpectedly rainy Sharmeesodhulika, BA Hons. Sociology Il Yee
and | hadnot packed my raincoat,
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*Trigger Warning

Ruth Singh
BAP Political Science + Sociology Il Year
The day | realised | was overweight | | ¢ oul doutdl knew Ichned
became seltonscious. | knew my destination. But the lines got

|l woul dndot wear r ev blurry
| was told they made me look ugly.

And fat. Years have passed.

|l 6ve |l earnt to |l ove mysel
My mind and body learned that lie like | Not entirely.
learned the alphabet song But some parts.

Its lyrics branded on my brain.
Like an addict going back to rehab
| started checking the calorie count at the | find myself often spiralling.

age of 14. I should just accept myself.

Often even starved myself Butsometi mes i tds someone
Only to overeat the next meal. And sometimes | canodt | oc¢
| pendulum between pitying and hating

myself. ook k%

I coul dnot | ook at T ' A
single glance revulsed me. :
| told myself I am not worthy of love coz
|l etds be real

Who can love a person like me.

Fat. Obese food junkie with anxiety
And depression.

Hours | wal ked on t coul dn ot
feel my breath or my heart.

It felt like my body rejected me. And |
was already a social reject.

|l coul dndt make ser
happening.

So, | blamed myself. For that.

| resisted my craving. Almost put my life

on hold

Spiralled into an endless pit déspair

and seHloathing.

| wanted to cut my skin. Hurt and bleed it

all away.

Seemed better than trying so hard and

failing.

Over and over again. Over and over again. Picture Credit:
Isha Dawar,BAP Psychology + Philosophy Il Year
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Women against Patriarchy

Anuriti Bahl
BA Hons. Sociology | Year

The charcoal work and the cloth covering her face
represents thenonochromatic life of a woman due to
the presence of patriarchal authoritarianism and her
bei ng tol d t o restrict her sel

beliefs. The red bindi stands for her power, beauty and

capability to fight all odds and add value to the world

* % % %
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Child Marriage in India

Riya Kapoor
BA Hons. Sociology Il Year

Studies on the phenomenon of chilé country where sexual harassment and assault
marriages have been an area of utmost intereases are reported by the hundreds every da

to many sociologists and humanitarian workers. M hile. d q I
In simple terms, child marriage may be eanwhile, dowry and poverty are aiso

described as a marriage or union of two peoglgiPortant causes, when all the financial costs
in which one or both the parties are untie d__€xpenditure associated with  marriage
age of 18. Despite not being accepted by t@ditionally are taken into account. In most
National Human Rights Commission of Indigoci€ties, the girl in the house, an unmarried
and organisations like UNICEF and Red Crosdaughter, is seen as a burded smmarried off

chid mariage is practiced in manfa”y in order to get that pressure off the

economically middiing or poor South AsiarP @' €ntso6 back. For parent
countries. Despite public denunciatioasd enormous social pressure to secure the life of

legal penalties, the complex mesh of forces ahgheir children by finding

circumstances that uphold this practice on t! €arly age. This is especially so, if the fami

» es from a poor background, because the
?ﬁglﬁmeﬁgﬁt_among communities, often escap%%rvcry is decreased according to the age of the

girl childd the younger the girl, the lesser the
If we focus on India, various statisticsdowry.

indicate high rates of child marriages right up Th R ; 'I
until the colonial period. They also shed light on nhe groomos ami 1y are
the fact that even though the number of su@¢CePting of a young bride as they not only gain
marriages has significantly reduced, they stif" e>r<]tra mgmber thaﬁn perform unpalcé Iabourb

are practiced in various parts of the country arfjgr thém, but one that is young and can be

in large numbers. According to United Nation§1oulded more easily to their liking. For the
Internat i osn &hergergyh iFtnd9 e @mos father, child mar
(UNICEF) statistics available in the pub”Crelnforce his authority in the family since the

L e : on, his bride and their children would be
domain in 2020, about 1.5 million girls unde Berendent on him and therefore, bound to obey

18 get married in India, and nearly 16% %fim at all costs. Th bride bei
adolescent girls aged -1 are already married. "M &t all COSIS. € NEW brid€ beIng So young
Quid be subservient to the wishes of the senior

To make matters worse, researches on th
economic impacbf the COVID19 pandemic male and female members of the household and

estimated that an additional 13 million chilgontribute to the family income, either by

marriages will occur all over the world in theProViding household servicegatis while the
next decade. rest of the family goes out to do paid work or by

helping them cultivate fields and/or perform
Why does the practice of child marriagalifferent sorts of paid labour.

persist in India?When one tries to find the
answer to this question, one is oftast with a
certain set of similar, and might one add, sto
responses. Child marriage is mainly describ
as a symptom of a deeply divided an :
fragment)gcril%atriarchal societ;F/). yDowry, pove onsent to the socially entrenchatocolsof
and fear of sexual violence are some of tHtEronormaivity.
underlying reasons ff@engaging in such a ritual While speaking of the problem of child
in modernday androcentric cultures. Themarriage, it is also important to take note of the
requi r eguardia@id dfora tih e isbue ofararieal reépln d cduntry like India,
is considered extremely important, especially Where thousands of girls are harassed and raped

Of course, there is the issue also of sexual
gontrol. ~ As the children are married at an
&tremely early agéhey do not get a chance to
8xplore their sexual identity and are forced to
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on a daily basis and the National Crime Recorgtorifying child marriage only muddies the
Bureauds report o N \iaters.i imersvents rthe Iprobteim aob child2 0 1 9)
states that a woman is raped every 16 minutesiirarriage from being identified, understood and

the country, marital rape is not recagil as a addresseth a way that helps us as a society to

crime. When this fact is coupled with thelo away with the practice.

prevalence of child marriage in the country, it is _ - .

impossible to ignore the gruesome ways in _Laws, like the Prohibiion of Child

which a womands con Mampge Acts 2006, ayegmol Deenpyely | i f i e
and her autonomy tramp|ed upon. Marriegﬁectlve in dlscouraglng the practice. Our laws

young girls have litfle afice but to satisfy their must move beyond just being on paper and the
husbandds sexual adespidedadnplemerthe lawe effeciivelyeosgthe t hey
are forced to engage in sexual activities withog@found must be strengthened. Child marriage

any prior knowledge of what constitutes saféappens because despite criminalizing the

and protected sex. While provisions in thgractice, the state and society continue to wink

Indian constitution, like section 375 of the IPGit it. This must change.

do exist in the country to battle rape, they are
grievously flawed as  neconsensual
intercourse or sexual acts forced by a man
his own wife (the wife being over the age of 15 : :
is not considered rape. Of course, if a child wifgcentives for delayed marriages and the

who is not yet 15 is faed to have sex by hercreation of safe spaces for work. In fact,
husband, it would be extremely unlikely eitheyesearchers and thinkers are now advocating the

for her natal or her affinal families to bring4S€ of education to bring about a major change
charges of rape against the husband. In effel§, Promote theeradication of child marriage.
there is a grotesque disregard and deliberdtBe attempt is to empower young people so that
misunderstanding of the meaning of consent rigey are welinformed and can take considered
just among communities f0||owing Variou&@ClSlonS.abOUt their IIVQS. The aim .|S to Support
patriarchal customs like child marriage, buhe creation of alternative life options and a
equally by the state for ignoring or minimizingsPace where themes like livelitthceducation,
the problem of marital rape. Far too many girisexual and reproductive health and rights etc.,
in India are routinely condemned to live ou¢an be studied in safety and without censure.
lives that are a series oiwanted pregnancies, The workspace, for instance, is being looked at
suffering serious damage to their health, ar&$ a place for imparting education of basic
loss of opportunities for education and sethuman rights, be it through government
development, in the process. intervention orhe help of civil society groups.
. The hope is that educating all members of the
If we evaluate the role of television, Wes ety ‘and promoting gender sensitization and

see that the Indian media and cinema have oflgl}is| awareness can help in the eradication of
showcased contrastingews on child marriage. iq practice of child marriage

Shows like Balika Vadhu which aired for
almost a decade tried to raise awareness on the As can be seen, there is a lot of work to
issue and its implications in states like Rajasth&axe dom before we can successfully eliminate
where the practice is rife. On the other hanthe practice of child marriage in India. While
soap operas likBehredarPiya Ki, showed the many organizations are trying their best to work
marriage of a 9earold boy to an 18earold towards this goal, the road ahead is difficult and
girl in a positive light. Even though it was takerlemanding. We owe it to our foremothers, like
off air after the broadcasting station receiveBukhmabai, the young wan who braved
numerous complaints against its portrayal dérocious backlash to so courageously raise the
child marriage, the show had a high vieweguestion of consent more than a century ago,
count andwas nominated for various Indianhowever, to not give up till we succeed.

awards. This sort of monkey balancing by

media houses alternately critiquing and * ok ok K

Better policy initiatives too are needed
ghe supporting educatn beyond the primary
chool level, the provision of economic
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Transference of Internalised Misogyny

Manjiri Nene
BA HonsPolitical Science Il Year

By the time their teen years are overvomen across the board face etént levels of
most girls have heartee sdme wisckmination i {newr ,pubit bandt vy o u
meant to be mor e ma private éf@ their immeriats concemnsstmyopie i n g
boyo, Ayoudr e s mar t ealfpresewvative and ltanformist in oature.aBy s i mi |
sentiment being expsed to them. Theseseparating women from each other and pitting
sentiments are focused on when received fralmem against each other, a competitive culture is
men, but what seems more concerning is tieeeaed. Public, and sometimes even private
fact that women train each other into imbibingves, of women, become zesam games.
skewed values. Often such behaviour of womélo me n begin t o perceive
is compared to the crdiucketbehaviour, a successes as their loss. So, instead of bringing

morecomplex or m of Ai f | womend ttogethary ahei &chievemeritst lofe r
can youo mentality. indviduals, makes women envious and
Why is it that women perpetuate th§ JIressive.

ideals that discriminate against them? When such a precedent is set, young girls
erit % skewed belief system. Often, these

This question Canggiefs i€ pefbdtuadichl thdr olh! chuflofisU t

understanding the context within which ity ihers *aunts or grandmothers, who feel the
becomes imperative to the social@rdCrabs "a'a'q 1 o protect Thesed keep

do not naturally occur in buckets. So why mugf; \ble standards. when introducéa the
we forget the human hands that placed themﬁﬁvate sphere mi’ght come from a place of

the bucket, to begin with? concern or worry, but quickly work to establish

The thoughprocess and actions of arfn understanding among young girls that they
individual depend on two things: their riskack a genuinely supportive peer group. So, the
aversion and the support of their peer grétor unwarranted questions that detached individuals
women, as a group suffering the consequend@ssociety seek aanswer to, become regular
of systemic discrimination, the effect of thestopics of conversation among young girls who
two determinants become much morBegin to understand their right to makes choices
imperative because their social context is ngs an abstract aftérought.
conducive to change. Women without secure  \yhat can be done to change this
and comprehensive support groupsifer in s cenarji 0? It shoul dnot be
both aspects. Their place in society i§omen only collectivize when graeimes are
determined by the entities they-@gist with, SO ommitted on the basis of gender. Such
a lack of peer support can cause UNNECessalyements are not tileus ex machirtaat the
stress to an individual. Upon repeatedijieqia portrays them to be. The origin oéfs
undergoing stressful situations, the ability of agyoyements is in every participant and affected
individual to endu social stigma reduces. party. We must come together and understand

Seen from a feminist perspective, thighat the context within which such crimes
highlights the importance of the opinions oPecome possible is also equally to blame. The
those around a woman, regarding her choicggitriarchal organisation of society cannot be
be it about clothing, career, eatihabits, the dismantled through isolated movements
choice to not have children or have children in@Htraged about extraordinary instances  of
nonttraditional manner, the choice to pursue liféiolence and brutality when the everyday
as a career woman or not. The reason that stitimalised systematic assault of patriarchal
opinions are widely perpetuated and carry $ltures on women through misogynistic
much weight is because of the inability ofonditioning is ignored.
women to stand together. When girls and * kK ok
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Unerase

A

|l Om a woman,
Unnamed in history.

| 6 m a Twaenfimad)

I dondét iTeven
What is my crime?

know

In the mirror,

And on every surface

| find differentreflections,

And in every facé | see etched,
Yearning,

And the pairi of a prisonei
Openly caged.

| am a woman,

Why is that a reason for hate?
To call me frail?

Who gave me this fate?

| am a woman,

Why have | been silenced?
Why did it take e longi

For me to have a voice?

In this room,

And on this old desk,

Through broken fragments,

| find the truth

T In history, and through facts;
In the hidden disparity,

Pratishtha Jindal
BAP Elective English + History | Year

Their words, | wish we could have read.
Their words,
That they wished would have fled.

Il m a woman,
Tired ofbeing shamed.

Il 6m a woman,
Tired of others defining me.

|l &m a woman
Tired of hiding
Il m a woman,

Who will not now be meek.

| will be uni erased
In the past

In the present

In the future.

Come, get to know me
If you dare.

* % % %

. . CICTTIRC IF YOU DoN'T
Or ratheri the unfeeling reality. SISTERS, FIGHT FOR
NOT ALL WOMEN,
Within the smudged and unwritten JULST FOR MO
wordg | hear them enuncidte S IESa——
. (,l-) II,I‘-)
Their words,
That never had a home, — .
That couldndot find a page. Picture Credit:
Shreeja, BA Hons. English 1l Year
JIGYASA
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Women and the Biological Clock

Aditi Kapur
BA Hons. History | Year

Since time immemorial women havelVF and now mature oocyte
been subjected to so many rules anttyopreservation, a method used to preserve
regulations framed by the society. One oo me n 0 s ability +to get
these rules areentred around the idea offuture by freezing their eggs, have helped.
marriage and fdsett | Thesg frodem eggsocan béveed, combinesh g t o
the norms of the Indian society in particularwith sperm in a lab and implanted in a
time is of utmost | wopnoer nt éasn clet @ rnu sa (W onmavniotsr o
i fe. Settl i ng do wnpresesationttechaiquevwasdewsad iny1986,s e d
phrase for getting ada polbi meat whermswamnserdd si ny
relation to marriage, and ultimately, tohad already improved multold since the
bearing children. Of course, given thdime of Independence.
circumstances, the significance of age in the : : .
life of women who wanted to bear a child Egg freezing IS variously

coul dndét have been ?daaintggpog_ f%r{wgn}ier&_lt qllq;g/s WOMEH e n
0 a

times. make ' deliberate “decisions about “when

they wish to have children. It takes away the
Certain socieeconomic factors were pressure on women to compromise their

associated withthe significance of the studies and career opportunities in the rush

bi ol ogi cal cl ock i ntohave babies daiotedhare toof olel.. WithT i me s

prior to | ndependenayepreseratienrobeggs,twbnen no éonger a s

they are currenyl for women. Women were have to choose between having a career and

largely illiterate; only about 8.9% womenbeing a mother.

were literate on the eve of Independence. Of course, the stranglehold of the

llliteracy kept from tlem the awareness, . < \"dock. which has b hat
required for their own holistic development2!0'0gical clock, which has been somewha

Also, job opportunities were scarce sofeutralised by technological innovation, is

women. Financiatlependence paves theonly real ifa woman wants to have children

way for low selfesteem and the inability to'". & Patriarchal society that is structurally

make decisions for oneself. Besides, sociefgimical to allowing women to have

pressured women to confortm archaic sets children and careers without having to
of rules regarding marriage an hoose between them. The biological clock

IS meaningless for women who do not wish
motherhood. to become mothers. €hefore, along with
Much has changed since those dayscientific advancements, society must
Women have much greater access ihange so as to not keep thinking that
education and career options. With timaparriage and motherhood are inevitable
women are working to throw off thechoices for a woman, and to fundamentally
shackles of prejudiced practices to realisimagine childcare norms as well as
their constitutionally guaranteed rights agprofessional structures.
citizens. The institutions of family, marriage

. Ultimately, every woman should be
and motherhood are also beginning to b ) .
questioned by women on several counts. aefble to decide for herself what is good and

right for her. For this the bogey of the

Vis-avis motherhood, technology hasbiological clock needs to be exposed and
played a big role in freeing women whanade redundant not just by technological
wish to havechildren from the tyranny of interventions but by much more far reaching
time, the tick tock of their biological clock. sociopolitical and aftudinal changes.

* % k% *
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| AmLike Other Girls

Jahanbi Singh
BA Hons. Psychology | Year

| still remember watchind0 Things | way to define themselves view such a
Hate About Youand being enamwed by portrayal of women as being reductionist, so
the protagonist, Kat Stratford. She was jushey tend to move in a different direction
so differentfrom the other female charactersaltogether. They detach themselves from
| 6d seen. She read thhiok s i @ m rigurgtibricofy@evenn@ or t s .
She didndét car e aboanditlhecomea p poverfulastateneentbfart t h
mal e | ead stildl f e | them fo oeject fan@ninity erfirelye wasn ot | i
Aot her gi r | Isetter | aldoe was
remember wanting to be like her and not On the one hand, women face social
|l i ke the Aot her gi rpressaretd aonfotmhiesucmgendereoles butt t o
me a while to realize that | was crushing myhere are also negative connotations
own gender just so | could stand atop thattached to it. Women witness this hatred of
rubble. My identity was starting to revolves t er eot ypi cally Agirlyo
around putting down every other girl. sentiment. Naturally, it becomes uplifting

for them totry to be layered individuals

The Al 6m not | iwke have ddpth rand @eé sntak decause
phenomenon is a phase most young girls geomen, in general, are routinely shown to
through a n d it ods not h ae tde opposite.uTinisl sociadlyy @msuucted
why. In a society that constantly devalueglentity of women where they are seen as
womenos i nterests vanpahd theirhieterasisas dunimpertarg e
identi ti es er thattthey havedeadsvtonsdme girlgeally believing that
been conditioned to associate femininith ei ng A not |l i ke other gi
with being superfluous, dramatic, or simplyachievement.
putd boring. Dressing up, liking makep,

and other such interests are seen as shallow What | just described was the
and vapid. Such women are shown to haternalised misogyny working behind this
incapable of deep thought. iEhimage is phenomenon. It seeks to

also reinforced bythe media. The moviespi xi e dream girlso and
that many of us grew up with showed thagainst each otheSome people also argue
Apopul ardo girl s as thatlwoaen £ngagein sugh apejection ohh n d
proper, only caring about boys, and ndemininity in order to appease men. The

being as intelligent or multifaceted as theigarsmoking, whiskeydrinking, laidback
protagonists. This way, we learn whhése girl (looking at you, Robin Scherbatsky) is

Aot her girl so | ook infinitdkyemore Tattractive to rheterosellual o ne s
who conform to traditional gender roles andnen than the needgnd dramatic ones that

norms. The truthhowever is that many thefiotheio girls are usually portrayed to be.
girls donot I dent i f Ihis wiad Wwhatt Madareti Atwsogde waa nd f ©
good reason. Young girls who are on thetalking about when she wrotefi Mal e
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fantasies, male fantasies, is everything run  This is not to say that women who

by male fantasies? Upon a pedestal or dovdemean their entire gender just to claim

on your knees, it's all a feafantasy: thatt hei r i ndi vi duality aren:
youdre strong enough to take what they disThe problem is that we tend to create

out, or else too weak to do anything abolbinaries everywhedethe Madonnas and

it. Even pretending you aréncatering to the Whores, the Angels in the house and the

mal e fantasies i s a Monsters. Whyis it still so difficult to
digest that any person can have a multitude
However, this ex poffacets to their personality? A person wiiom
not I i ke ot her ovegyi chooses t o be mor e nf em
simplistic. I sndét t more to themselves just like a person whe n g a g ¢

in this negative behaviour only to seek malchooses not to conform at altven though

approval a sexist assumption? Is Atwood feels thatsociety has moved on from such
right 1 n attributi ng rigid |classificationo wfe pedde andt i on s
appearing desirable to men? Thiparticularly women, this thinking still
explanation plays into the negativenanifests in other ways. More recently, a
staeotype that no matter what women dosocial media trend asked women to

they are never capable enough to have trigroduce themselves as the reason why

agency over their actions. It ignores justther women hated them. The responses

how toxic internalized misogynycanbe. r anged from fdbecause | o6m
one of t he guysitk,if beggi |
The Al dm not |l i kee®uedereaglilry stmovedpen f

has existed in popular culture for a longni sogyny and thefAdl dm not
time now and has received its muchmentality.
deserved backlash. There are entire online

communities that ridicule women who fltStratford among other female characters in

this - description. However, in  ridiculing the movie? Not entirely. She was a dynamic

these women whoithn k t heydr Eherorihg 'anfd fc@rtéirﬁynhtad) good chaeac

and hence better tR{an Wl b rehlized fbf G¥t Fish) U St
created another version of a woman Whor@ould have realized then is that Kat was
weore allowed to mogHaike btRePgind T wefedtht St i ng
to see how women are always the ONggough complex female characters in
being shamed for ei fh8feamPrfedidadthaltn®. 9 a&dally! ¥ 0 ©
not fAgirl y aotsmprsioggthet ad 1WA an amalgamation of all the

we havenodt wit nesseaudtihte, efisl OM B ami I ke Ryt hey
boyso ph emsuchearsale. Eveny i, femininity at that time. In the larger

though men do face social pressure ftgontext of the world where women are still

conform to rigid stereotypes, women ar@jtted against each other, this realization

So, was | wrong in liking Kat

often the ones facing public ridicule formay not be muchb ut it os defini
whichever direction theghoose starting point
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Sania Javed
BA Hons. Economics | Year

The existence of the institution ofan important part of the Indian
marriage can be traced back to the mosBubcontinent, and most people follow
ancient societies. Even if not in the presemeligious injunctions to such an extent that it
form, it is found that marriage, of some sortis difficult for them to move aay from
has been found to have existed in atladitions that they have grown up with and
societies, past and present. With marriagghich they perceive as having religious
comes the inextricable aspects of societahnction. In a situation like this, where a big
life, namely, customs, rituals, and traditionspart of the population is not adaptable or so
tolerant even, it is important to introspect.

Cafter all, we can onl ress when we can
dawn of the institution of marriage is the y g

cast a critical light on our past and when
elaborate scheme of a wedding! Ear“eﬁecessary move away from the undesirable
forms of marriage existed as stratediC \<toms of a bygone era.
alliances wherein romantic love was
irrelevant. Women wereffered as a means With  feminism gaining global
to strengthen alliances. Our perceptions ehomentum, women around the world have
marriage have evolved since then. Everealized how their need for liberty has been
today, while different communities acros®verlooked bysociety, yet, these traditions
the globe may have different rituals to markvhich reek of male supremacy are still
and solemnize a marriage, one feature théglerated and left unreformed because they
have in common isthe@rc t i ¢ e o0 fare fth@ught itonlge unquestionable. Many
away the brideo. T hwemep haaec domecoait amdacalled boet ¢he
existence for so long and has fed the idegstriarchy that envelopes our traditions. Dia
of patriarchy so conveniently that up untiMirza (actress & stal worker), recently

And one such tradition marking the

recently, not many women even thoughg o t marri ed and chose
0.

about questioning the glorification of theKany adaan and Bi dai
Atraditi on alkanyadaanandtwictetrs cdcfoi c e, doesnot
bidaai (and, even the dowry system), fos uch representati on
instance, in India With the sense of seen in the Netflix programmélhe Big
antiquity associated with these traditiondday.l t s second enCaned e
what we seem to ignore is that by he Type A Bri deo,
participating in these practices, we araighly independent and strong women who
complicit in reinforcing the view that decide to take on patriarchy. The episode
women are transactionabbjects (paraaya attempts to normalize equality between men

of

t
S

t

dhan for the famil y &andwadmngn irvaerelaionship and showcdses b e
wal ked down the ai shloew amdaffldan deecheoméer 0on

some of the ageld marriage rituals and

. . ... refuses to conduct them at their weddings.
These secalled traditions are justified g

in the name of our ancestors, but in reality, Now, while acknowledging that these
they are aimed at gopetuating existing are privileged women who can afford to
norms of male dominance in the structure aftand up against archaic rituals, it is also

by the father to the groom.

Indian families. Religion has always beem mpor t ant to give credi
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understand that however small and reinforces the social compulsion felt by
breakthrough it may seem, this is a step women to subordinate their personal
the right direction! choices to the choices and desires of the

_ people around them. The copstruction of
The idea that womg megm@st_‘liddé)r?tintgyve? a fip

awayo to their husDbagdis indxtickofe mBm he MR T Y

that has no real power or control over theifyes enyisaged for men through centuries
life and choices implies that theinly value ¢ ingtitutionalized  religious  practices.

is donning the gender roles sociallysien how deeply enmeshed the

assigned to women at the time of their birﬂhomination of men is Wi the subordination

It is also important to acknowledge the \yomen, it is not farfetched to infer that
_deeply |nst|tut|onaI|zeq perpetuation of th%ystemic androcentrism not only damages

i deas of ~Agul libl eQu,mio0 Bf Miso HKafnS 2nfeAnPoligh © f
independent  thinking and in need of5orizations of the different iterations and

fconstant protecti 0ngQyelanstol fxiconadcliifity aslifledl MO St
recent, evesomisogynistic spectre  of ;g exemplary conduct. _ |
Al ove jihado finding |l egislative sanction i
perfect example. The entire discourse pivots By andlarge, currently, in India, the

on the notion that an adult Hindu woman i§aditions of the community are seen to be

so naive and therefore vulnerablettaay beyond interrogation especially ~when

man (specifically, a Muslim man) can feignvomen are the only ones at a disadvantage. _
love and seduce her. Not only is thidVo menos agency Iin socie
narrative deeply Islamophobic, one canngtmong  other things, due to the

also look away from the underlyingnormalization of misogynistic marriage

misogyny driving this narrative! Ultimately, Practices in the name of culture, religion

the power of making our own decisionsand tradition. Oneds fAna
about lwe and marriage is being snatchet Mpor t ant symbol of oneb
away from women by angd| elturgi gsgecialye in drpakesst of
understand whatos bB3frfageus;ThAadOsovaexactyley

must be fiprotect ed ohevgrgwn thinkaboupchangng thegmaes 3 n d
by legislative writ if necessary! nor are they expected to. Women, on the

other hand, are routinely expected to change

Taking a good look at thesethe last and sometimes even their first
Atraditionso we anlg nnanses @pontmaréidge. Kohoaeyshonld éver
propagate (and against constitutiondlave to sacrifice his or her own identity,
guarantees) the dangerous notion thatven symbolically, to wed someone else.
women are owned first by their fathers anGet t i n g married doesnot
later, by their husbands but also, infantilize x i st ence as an individu
women making them subjects that need time we start to rethink our ideas of a
be i |-aofotkeerdo and isweedliong, Wamen cust oms ( wh
d o n éed saming, at least not of this sortharents pay?), and everything circling a
In fact, such a mentality pushes themto b@ar r i age and womenos [
seen as the responsibility of their-laws personhood.

* % k%
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NashraSehar
BA Hons. English | Year

This is a piece on acceptable standards that exist in every sphere of

life, and the loss of identity while trying to live up to them.
ARatificationo or Arepudi ati onc
ARacceptanceo or MNArejectiono. We
people because of which certain narrow boundaries for identity are
valorized and upheld as standards. An individual tries to fit that
acceptable standard with every possible mask they can try on, losing
their organic identity, in the process. The shatteriofg narrow
normative boundaries can only take place when one proudly and
confidently accepts and embraces their true self. The change to an
accepting society begins from one
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Thappadurning a Critical Light on MaammgBomesticity

Divjot Kaur
BA Hons. English Ill Year

Thappad (2020) is a thought thatis notto be made much of as a problem.
provoking reflection of how women areThe power a man exercises over a woman
treated in our society. Its meticuloushas been normalizedy the dehumanizing
screenplay has been brought to Ilif@morms of society that dictate how women
power fully by A n u bobghtvto b8have hirm ans accamdabing,
direction and Taapsee P a n n udigiving, selfless and submissive way
commendable acting. whether as wives, as daughters and

daughtergn-laws. In the film, the societal

The movie revolves around theagentswho reinforce this messaging come
seemig | vy Anor mal o | i finegthe forin of Wemown rhother, hen latother
Varun. An economically welbff young the silent onlookers of that party, and, of
couple with everything but mutualcourse, Varun, her husband.

Arespect 0, as S evident from Amritaods
identity being taken for granted and At the surface level, this movie is

di scounted by Var unaboutithe slapua violant, unacaeptabte cdet
thought. Amrita devotes herself tolfi her on Varunds part. Amrita
husbandods | ife, bei acountalilityfram net st ker huspand:bwta k e r

and caretaker. Her character is ththe society which enables and trivializes
consummate selfless homemaker but orsgélch behaviour:

who barely finds any validation in return.

Amrita performs her domestic duties with fiPar thappadki goonjmei bahut sgehri

an infectious smile and jolly spidtall sachaiyechupihaio

becase shechoseto marry Varun and be a fUssekthappad se mujheoh sari unfair
homemakerfiHousewife hoon, meri choice cheesesaafsaafdikhnelag gayijisko main

thi. Wo paise kamaega, mgthar chalaungi. undekhgarke move on karga rahi thio

Fair deal thi meri. Unfair wo thappatha,

unfair hai mujhse expect karnke main At a deeper level, this film aises
move on karud .During a celebratory multiple issues faced by womdrelonging
gathering at their house, Varun slapsto different spheres and class€&he slap in
Amritad a violent act which the peopleitself is also a twofold metaphdrthe
either attempt to pretend never happened wiolent act as an infringement and violent
find excuses f orjustalde grsadraetfieornr eodf tao waosmain 6 s
s | a ghe. movie here highlights howagency, and on the other hand, if we are to
society is complicit in sanctioningolence see it as an ironical title, asslap in the face
against women by exsing it as gpart of for society with its archaic and inhuman
the wear and tear aharriage, something patriarchal prejudices.
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The movie exposes the fact thatraversing paths forediscovery and self
women are robbed off their agency at alimprovement.
levels. The domestic worker whose husband " N
. ) l'tds worth notindg
is abusive, the reputed lawyer whose . .

.. received with unopposed applause. In fact,

husbandgnores hetack of consent, Amrita o : . .

. . - while it is considered a critically acclaimed
who is treated with no appreciation for hef .
unpaid labour or respect and the singl
widowed mother whose existence an
success are questioned on the grounds
her being Awithout

ox office collections. The film made less

Fln Rs. 45 crores. On the other hand, a film
Ilcf<e Kabir Singhwhich glorified everything

at [Fh%lpnpgdattempts to challenge about
the kind of violence that gets normalized

The film is poignant. It is a complex . .

. . . and romanticized under the guise of
coalition of simple truths of our society, one . . :
that leaves us feel Ongrogapraiachaliove and mafripge
saw g/vhopping I&sySOO cr collection at the

wrong but at the same time empowerin i . )
g P .%ox office. Clearly, the Indian audience, by

each character with due agency and dignit '

. . : gency . g aYnd large, prefers to watch and entertain
in realistic representations that gives hopeﬁ . . :

. . .themselves with various conventional but

that real change is possible. In the movie,. . . o

. . misogynistic tropes and narratives. This is

the single mother taking charge of her

. : : .. unfortunate, but we must persevere, for

private life as much as her professional life : :

. films like Thappadbeing made at all are

prefers a loving, warm and unproblematic

family life with her daughter. Amrita, by the 2S¢ fOr hope:
end of the movie is pregnant, butelally Thappad addresses thorny issues

Il m, it was a Afl opo

t hat

fr

t hat

and met aphori cal | y about vidlehce thdtris wermalized Iy e a't
(sheds shown to t akatiarchg maidriage vractices. It éusns an s |,

whi ch i s t he mo v i erifical anccuncemfertable lighd on mawidge
emphasizing that she is charge of thand family as patriarchal institutions. For
direction her life takes). Varun is shown tdhis reason,Thappadis a movie one must

recognize his folly. He apologizes for hisvat ch wi t h ldesd s ofmemihli yn.g

mistreament of her, but, and this is wherewill certainly add the necessary spice and
the movie departs from tried and testeding to our humdrum insipiddinner
cheesy reconciliation plotlines, whileconversations Address the problems raised
Amrita accepts his apology, she does ndiy this film as a side dish or garnish to your
take him back. Instead, the movie concludeatinner; gt the talk going i t 6 1 | be
with both going their separate waysstep in our quest for change.

* * % *
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Freedom to Be

When you sliced
picked me out

and cut the umbilical cord
holding me back,

you called it

FREEDOM,

Mistook my constant wails for excitement,

my

Akshita Pareek

BAP Psychology + Sociology Il Year

mo twb partides of dusto ma ¢ h
while mopping the floor?

When you called my birth
FREEDOM,

did you allow

patriarchy rule over my body?

and wrapped me in an unloving, coarse cloth; Did you allow patriarchy to control
s o f t emy.learning,

my motheb s womb was
| did not like it;

the entire process of being born
into this world,

at the cost of my mother

hurting and risking;

the same mother

who caressed me

a hundred and fifty times a day.
Sang me to sleep

in between her sniffles

andprayed for my peace.

For, she knew

| was going to be a girl

and that my father would scorn me,
refuse to hold me in his arms,

and lower his eyes

while revealing my sex

to the family,

as if my sex

were a misfortune,

As if my sex

was responsible for atfhe hardships
in his life.

As if his own sins

Didnét count.

So, why didnoét
seek my consent

before introducing me

into a world

where you knew

I would have to fight;

fight for keeping my identity alive,
where | would have to

rely on the mercy

of my fatheroés
for not getting thrashed

while humming a song,

or for skipping

y ou

anger

JIGYASA
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my physical and mental health,
the age | get married at,

the children | give birth to

and the number of bruises

| bear on my body?

How can YOU claim
to understand the notions
of MY freedom,

when you canodot even
spell it properly?
I wish youdd asked

if I ever wanted to be,

if | ever was ready for the injustices
you were going to throw at me,

if | had the strength

to keep myself from being eatenvadi

I wish, youdd given
the FREEDOM
to just, be.

* * % %

Picture Credit :
Isha Dawar,BAP Psychology + Philosophy Il Yes
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Hidden within Sight

Pratishtha Jindal
BAP Elective English + History | Year

Every night, when the sun bows outneverending list ofwork. | walk with my
the moon andtars try to console my brokenears full with constanteminders of my
body and heart; thesteal in and give me uselessness, him reminding me of my place
respite for a few hours. at every wrong step. Each bruise and cut, a

, , proclamation of his power and hard work. |
In these hours, | lay motionlessinthgy e s er ve it . | deserve i
t

t
prison of his arms and talk to myself. he hasnét been abl e o g

search for myhoughts; | allow myself t0 055 was unjustlynkind, he is under a lot

feel and dream. Taking out a shbviedig  of pressure, he just needs to breathe and let

up the grave of my thoughtgt them find j oyt é | am pithisdightan eas:
their breath, in silence and in the comfort of \yish | could tell him about my day and '
the dark, set them free for a little while.  \wor ké. frivolous tasks.

| remember the time | used to paintto anyone. As | look at his sleeping face, he

watching watercolours bleed into Onércé?rh(:mge? Ithrgt raaen C;ladlini(all ?ndﬁis I al
another. Back then, | thougtite worll was oice 9
mine and perceived it as kind. Now, as Y '

map out the blues, yellows, reds, and  \yhen the first phase of the lockdown
purplesmaking a home on my skin, | misse  d e d , he | ooked at me a |
my sketchbook. | wish | could imprintthis; +  was a n iamemett thereg k O . Fo
pain on it. thought he was talking about my bones. It
pvas stupid realize now; he hates looking at

This house is not mine, even thoug o ;
every morning | make sure it feels like hisO' thinking about what he did. Some days, |

This bed is not minend nor is this life, Mant to scream, point out my scars and
Would that come true if | say it enoughShOW him the horror he unleashed, break

: " : part this cultivated reality of him as a
E;n;zs d o\l/l\:wrl)irjs e! vlvauss é'éﬂ?é rgiedasi ckﬁo;%g usband and make him face thenster that

care of he Even back then. | had no on reathes withi him. But even thinking of

else to help take care bér and that huge hoedse avcvr?édsbomaé\gngr ﬁ] Sgﬂ??h va;‘:(nﬁﬁ mly
house. Funny how | never found that wrongi?v. ﬁ/th N Id % 9 ¢ com _ Ig'm
| wish | could shake that child, tell her > g € sun would never come up; 1 a

i d o n dhis bd yeur life. Darling, dream tired.

inyourbr ot her és hand, dyf Ke8eribhg ¥ faéeh &dng Rith are e

which commands the sky and refuse to giMgoyse that | live in, buealised that you

back that tie you stole. It looks nice ory g n 6 t need to kpow any o
youo. Before, | coyytdharPetdugh, fol Will fin@ e thé i s
disguised prison. | never knew how mucheflection of countless women and their

!lfe those short_ walks for chor@seathed concealed wounds. You would find my

into me, the baling that came with a cup ofygice there, buhidden, muffled. Will you

tea with mom, hearing her nonsensicahok for it? Will you look for ne outside

banter with dad. | miss their hugs. these pages and give me a place to say
This time, it has been like one ne\/erthewo rds | couldnot confid
ending day, one thing to do after another, a * ok k ok
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Calendar of Events
2020-2021 '




CALENDAR OF RXERIB
YQOGPUU" UVWFKGU" EGPVTG

1. Independence Day Celebratioron August 18, 2020, 10.00am onwards
AUGUST Presentation by WSC Office Bearer
Movement, Womenés | ssues and Part

2. Inaugural PanelDi s ¢ u sWomenrand Ldckdown: Differential
Experiences and Realitieso.
Date: August 28, 2020; Time: 12.00pm to 2.30pm
Speakers: Professor Ritu Dewan (foundember of the first Centre of
Gender Economics, Univeristy of Mumbai), Priyanka Kotamrajdf¢ainder
of Chitrakoot Collective, formerly with Khabar Lahariyéeminist collective
of journalists who covered stories of women during the lockdown),
Meera Jatav (céounder of Chitrakoot Collective, Senior journalist, formerly
with Khabar Lahariya)

3. Short Fil m Scriewlaboratpn with Pafiotama, theFilm
SEPTEMBER Making Society of Jesus and Mary College

Date: September 1§Wednesday), 2020

Time: 12.45pm to 2.00pm

4. Online Campaign: What is Feminism?
Dates: 27th September 20201tst October 2020

5. Presentation on WyWeHdkonal Tieam Sport s d
OCTOBER Date: October 8, 2020; Time: 11.30am to 1.00pm

6. Online Campaign: Women in Sports
Dates: & October 2020 to"7October 2020

7. LectureorDal it Womendés Lives Matter
Date:October ¥, 2020; Time: 1.00pm to 2.00pm
Speaker: Ms. Bhasha Singh (Senior Journalist and Writer, currently asso
with Newsclickas a Consulting Editor)

8. Online Campaign: PCOD/PCOS Campaign
Dates: 8 October 2020 to 14October 2020

9. Workshop orEcofeminismin collaboration with Advaita, an initiative which
is a call to action for a more sustainable and conscious world.
Date: October 8, 2020; Time: 6.00pm to 8.00pm
Speakers: Dr. Richa Shukla (Assistant Professor of Philosophy, O.P. Jind
Globd University) and Ms. Jis Sebastian (Research Execution Head, Unit
Natural History Society)

10. Lecture and Open Mic: Destigmatising Mental Health in collaboration
with Sunny Mugs, the Poetry Society of Jesus and Mary College
Date: October 10 2020; Tine: 4.00pm to 7.00pm
Speaker: Dr. Priya Bhatnagar (Assistant Professor, Department of Psych
Jesus and Mary College)

JIGYASA

( 138 )



11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

LectufGender ias a S doccelebriate IBtermatiobal Girlc t
Child Day, in collaboration with IMC Education Programme

Date: October 1%, 2020; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm

Speaker: Ms. Nisha Dedhwal (Assistant Professor in the Department of
Education, University of Delhi)

Narratives of Gender and Sexualit
followed by a discussion with Ms. KashiBlua
Date: October 1% 2020; Time: 4.10pm to 6.00pm

Certificate Course Module on Gender and Law Session [Fhe New Labour
Codes and Women Workforce

Date: October 16 2020; Time: 12.50pm to 2.00pm

Speaker: DrMaya John (Assistant Professor, Department of History, JIMC
and WSC Convenor)

Sexual Harassment in the Workplacdwith special emphasis on
Internships), in collaboration with the Internal Complaints Committee (ICC
JMC

Date: October 2, 2020; Time#4.30pm to 6.00pm

Speakers: Ms. Uttanshi Agarwal (Senior Program Officer, FemJustice Le
Center), and Ms. Ashitalag (Senior Program Officer, Knowledge and
Advocacy) from One Future Collective, a feminist lawyering firm

Certificate Course Module on Gener and Law Session |l:Reimagining
Labour Law framework for Domestic Workers in India

Date: October 24 2020; Time: 11.00am to 12.30pm

Speaker: Dr. Sophy Joseph (Assistant Professor, National Law University
Delhi, and PosDoctoral Research Associatekat ngdés Col | eg

Certificate Course Module on Gender and Law IllI: Civil and Criminal Law
with respect to Crimes against Women

Date: October 28 2020; Time: 12.45pm to 2.00pm

Speaker: Ms. Audrey DOMell o (Prog

NOVEMBER

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

Workshop oninculcating Body Positive Behaviour

Date: November™, 2020; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm

Speaker: Dr. Priya Bhatnagar (Assistant Professor, Department of Psych
Jesus and Mary College)

Certificate Course Module on Gender Analysis of thé.ockdown Session i
Conditionsand Experiences of Women: Latdwn and Beyond

Date: November' 2020; Time: 12.40pm to 2.00pm

Speaker: Dr. Maya John (Assistant Professor, Department of History, JM
and WSC Convenor)

Narratives of Gender and Sexuality:Urderstanding QueernessCreating
Safe Spaces and Building Allyship

Date: November'® 2020; Time: 4.30pm to 6.30pm

Speakers: Ruhaan and Vihaan from Nazariya: A Queer Feminist Resourd
Group, an organisation formed in 2014 by Ddidased queer feminist agsts

Certificate Course Module on Gender Analysis of the Lockdown Session
II: Gender Dimensions of COVID

Date: November 14, 2020; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm

Speaker: Prof. Lakshmi Lingam (Dean & Professor, School of Media and
Cultural Studies, Tata Instii® of Social Sciences, Mumbai)

Narratives of Gender and Sexuality:Coming Out

Date: November 13 2020; Time: 4.30pm to 6.30pm

Speaker: Sondbiani (an LGBTQ+ activist and filmmaker. She is known fo
her pioneering work in UeseShehaan ar
previously worked on human rights issues and Section 377 related violati
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22. Solidarity Statement: Condemnation of the institutional murder of LSR
StudentAishwarya Reddissued on 18 November 2020

23. Certificate Course Module on GenderAnalysis of the Lockdown Session
l: 1 ndi a6s Lockdown and I tés Ramif
Date: November 18 2020; Time: 12.45pm to 2.00pm
Speaker: Prof. Jayanti Kajale (Professor at Gokhale Institute of Politics ar
Economics, Pune, Specialist in Agrltural Economics)

24.Gender and Caste: Rethinking Feminism
Date: November 28 2020; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm
Speaker: Ms. Cynthia Stephen (Dalit Activist, Writer, Social Policy
Researcher and an independent Journalist)

JANUARY

25. Solidarity Statement: Againstgang rape of Anganwadi workar Badaun,
Uttar Pradesh issued oh 8anuary 2021

26. Certificate Course Module on Public Health and Global Care Chains
Session |
Date: January I6(Saturday), 2021; Time: 10.00am to 11.30am
Speaker: Dr. Maya John (8istant Professor, Department of History, JMC,
and WSC Convenor)

27.Session oiConsent and Healthy Boundariesin collaboration with
Pratisandhi Foundation: a n@nofit organization based in New Delhi,
working towards sexual health and education amongdhéhyin India.
Date: January 9(Tuesday), 2021; Time: 4.30pm to 6.30pm
Speaker: SanskriBaxi (the Head of Training and Research and Developm
at Pratisandhi)

28. Online Campaign: Love Jihad Campaign
Dates: 28 January 2021 to #3January 2021

29. Certificate Course Module on Public Health and Global Care Chains
Session It The Labour of Care: The Persistence of Gender and Caste in {
Service Economy
Date: January 22nd (Friday), 2021; Time: 4:30 PM to 6:00 PM
Speaker: Dr. Panchali Ray (Independ@asearcher and Author)

30. Certificate Course Module on Public Health and Global Care Chains
Session Il Women's Migration, State policy and Social Disruption at the
source: Experiences of South Indian Women
Date: 2% Jan (Saturday), 2021; Time: 10.30 AM2.00 PM
Speaker: Prof. PraveeKadoth (Associate Fellow, Centre for Development
Studies, Thiruvananthapuram)

31. A Collaborative Training Workshop o nGefider and Development: With &
SpecialBcus on Labour Pol i ciorganisefl with W
V.V. Giri National Labour Institute, Noida. V.V. National Labour Institute is
an autonomous institute of the Ministry of Lab&@Employment, Govt. of
India.

Dates: 27th January (Wednesday) to 29th January (Friday),

Time: 2:00pm to 4:30 pm on all three day

Speakers: The Inaugural Address on 27th January was made by Dr. Rajn
Palriwala, Former Professor of Sociology, Delhi School of Economics. Ot
sessions were conducted by distinguished Fellows of the V.V. Giri Nation
Labour Institute.

32. A Creative Writing, Photography and Art Competition conducted in
collaboration with Cauldron, The English Magazine Society, on the theme
iDeconstructing Gender 0.
Dates: 28 January 2021 to $Uanuary 2021
The following were the prompts for the competition:
Car | s Anmagn Animus
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Fluidity of Identity

Bin the Binaries

Redefining Appearance and Sexuality
Breaking the Glass Ceiling
Transcending Boundaries

FEBRUARY

33.

34.

35.

36.

37.

38.

39.

40.

Certificate Course Module on LGBTQIA+ Writings from India Session |
Date: February 4th (Thursday), 2021

Time: 6.00pm to 8.00pm

Speaker: Ms. Kashidhua (Assistant Professor, Department of English, JM

Session orsustainable Menstruation to commemorate Menstrual Health &
Awareness Day, in collaboration with Girl Ui

Date: February 5th (Friday), 2021; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm

Speakers: Sanjina Gupta (Founder and Director of Rartgeidki
Foundation) and Dr Ankita Kaushal (an expert and specialist on IVF and
sustainable menstruation)

Certificate Course Module on LGBTQIA+ Writings from India Session
Il Memory of Light: Writing Lesbian Historical Fiction

Date: 6th February (Saturday), 2021; Time: 9.30am to 10.30am
Speaker: Prof. Ruth Vanita (Professor of English, University of Montana &
of several [BaneSex Lavenic IhdindReadiggs fiom Literatd
and History andemory of Lighd )

Certificate Course Module on LGBTQIA+ Writings from India Session
lll; Straight to Normal: The Need for Queer Life Narratives from India
Date: 8th February (Monday), 20Zlime: 4.15pm to 5.30pm

Speaker: Sharif D. Rangnekar (Communications & Workplace Consultant
Author, Festival Director Rainbow Lit Fest, Singer / Songwriter)

Certificate Course Module on Public Health and Global Care Chains
Session I\ Care, Healthcar€risis and Gendered Migration: Inequalities ar
Connections

Date: February 10th (Wednesday), 2021; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm IST
Speaker: Dr. Christa Wichterich (Visiting Lecturer, Basel University and
freelance author, scholar activist)

Interactive Workshp series titledialogues with Feminists Abroad:

Critical Questions and Some Reflections

Dates: 12 February (Friday), 2021 and 13 February (Saturday), 2021
Timings: 4.30 pm 5.45 pm IST and 5.30pm to 7.00 pm IST

Speakers: Alessandra Spano (Schéletivist, Marxistfeminist based in Italy,
who is associated with Migrants' Coordination and Precarious
Dis/connections); Andrea Zamparini (Activist with Argentinian advocacy
group: Campafa Nacional por el Derecho al Aborto Legal, Seguro y
Gratuito/National Camgign for the Right to Safe and Free Legal Abortion);
Marta Carrami fana (Womends Right s
autonomous trade union CNT and has helped organise national level Fen
Strikes: Huelgas Feminists and La RevuEkaninista)

Interactive workshop oBisability, Gender and Accessibility

Date: February 17(Wednesday), 2021; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm
Speaker: Srinidhi Raghavan ¢tead Programs of Rising Flame: a ronofit
working for human rights of People with Disabiliti€&exuality and Women's
Disability Rights Activist, Independent Researcher)

Short Film Screening ,and dDiasdcsu sfdi
LGBTQ+ Love Story. The short film is written and directed by Faraz Arif
Ansari, starring Jitin Gulati & Dhruv 8ghal and is produced by Aparna Suc
& Futterwacken Films.

Date: February 18th (Thursday), 2021; Time: 5.00pm to 6.30pm
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41, Solidarity Statement: Solidarity withUnnao victimsand condemnation of
crimes against Dalit women issued off' Bebruary 2021

42. Lecture onCaste and Indian Feminism
Date: 22nd February 2021; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm
Speaker: Dr. Jessy K. Philip (Assistant Professor, Department of Sociolog
Jesus and Mary College)

43. Caste and GendeRethinking Feminist Interventions in Law from an Anti-
Caste Perspective
Date: February 26th (Friday), 2021; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm
Speaker: Nikita Sonavane (Legal researcher, advocate ard@aler of the
Bhopatbased Criminal Justice and Police Accountability Project; an
organisation focused on holding théntinal justice system and the police
accountable for targeting marginalised communities)

MARCH

44, Speak Up, a Discussion Circlewas conducted broadly on the theme of
AfSexism and Gender | nequalityo. 1
Week, WSC wanted to create a comfortable and interactive environment
a safe space for conversation and discourse. Participants were gedoiora
respond to pictures, caricatures and short clips coordinated by the WSC (
Team.

Date: March 2nd (Tuesday), 2021; Time: 4.30pm onwards

45, Poetry Reading on the therReading and Reflecting on Revolutionary
Women's Poetry
Date: March 3rd (Wednesdayp021; Time: 4.30pm onwards

46.Womenods Studies Centr e IftemidtiGial, J M
Wo me n 6 sandDagrifi, Annual Festival. The schedule for March 5
(Friday), 2021 was as follows:

Thelnaugural Lecture was conducted by Kirti Singh (Leading Wontgen
Rights Lawyer and Activist) from 12.40 pm to 2.00pm. She spoke on
iWomends Righdlss ernvdanche dNfont he La
TheNational Student Seminarwas conducted 4.30pm onwards where 15
students presented papers from across uniigssit India on the theme

ifGendered Realities in Times of (
47.Publ ic Lecture to commemor &Historyloh t
Qur Own: Mapping Womends Movement

collaboration with the Departmeaf History, Jesus and Mary College

Date: 10th March 2021; Time: 12:42:00 pm

SpeakerUrvashi ButaligIndian feminist writer, publisher and activist. She
known for her work in the women's movement as well as for authoring pa
breaking books likdhe Other Side of Silence: Voices from the Partition of
India andSpeaking Peace: Women's Voices from Kashmir).

48. Solidarity Statement: SupportfoDe | hi Uni versity T
(DUTA) strike against the unpaid salaries and unjust treatment of the teag
and norteaching staff of 12 Delhi Government funded colleges issued™n
March 2021

49, Series of workshops ohe 2021 Budget from a Gender Perspectivia
collaboration with Women's Development Cell, Miranda House
Date: March 19 (Friday), 2021
i. Session vas conducted by Professor Ritu Dewan (Fouhember
of the first Centre of Gender Economics in Asia, & Vice President
the Indian Society of Labourdanomics) from 12.40pm to 2.00pm.
ii. Session las conducted by Ms. Shruti Ambast (Senior Policy
Analyst, Centre for Budget and Governance Accountability) from
4.30pm to 6.00pm.
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50.Series of wor k SGeapglromntdh Metdhi eme

51.

Dates: March 20th (Saturgeand March 22nd (Monday).
Gender in Media from an Intersectional Lévisdule Iwill be conducted by
Soumya Mathew (Community Editor at Feminism in India, Journalist,
Independent Reporter) &rati Kade (Content Editor at Feminism in India,
Pursuing a Wom®s Studies PhD from TISS, Mumbai) from 10.00am to
12.00 noon on March
Gender and Media News Reportiktpdule 11will be conducted by Vandan
Sebastian Bawa (a noted Television journalist who has worked with ma
national channels like NewsX, CNNews 18 and India Ahead News) from
2.00pm to 3.30pm on March 90
Gender and Media News Reportiktpdule 111 will be conducted by
Priyanka Dubey (Bilingual multimedia investigative journalist currently w
BBC, and author oo Naion for Women Reportageon Rape from India,
the World's Largest Democracfrom 4.30pm to 6.00pm on March®2

Online Campaign: Brand Inclusivity Campaign
Dates: 38 March 2021 onwards. The Campaign is still ongoing in April 202

52. Training workshop oiGender, Community and Persond/Family Law
APRIL organized in collaboration with S
Jamia Millia Islamia, Delhi
Dates: April 22, 2021 (Thursday)introductory session; April 24, 2021
(Saturday), 11:00 am to 1:00 gnBessions on Mslim, Hindu and Christian
Personal Laws from the Gender Perspective.
JUNE 53. Solidarity Statement In support of healthcare workers & to highlight the
state's negligence & mismanagement during the cissised on 1L.June 2021
54. Certificate Course Module on Public Healthcare, Modern Medical Science
and Capitalism: Contexualizing 1In
Date: 16th Jun2021; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm
Speaker: Dr. Maya John (Assistant Professor, Department of History, Jesu
Mary College)
55. Certificate Course Module on Public Healthcare, Modern Medical Science
and Capitalism: Contexwualizing In
Date: 18th June 2021; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm
Speaker: Santosh Mahindrakar (Practicing nurse and scholar activist with
Innovative Alliance for Public Health)
56. Certificate Course Module on Public Healthcare, Modern Medical Science
and Capitalism: Contexualiz ng | ndi aés Heal th Cr
Date: 22nd June 2021; Time: 4.30pm to 6.00pm
Speaker: Prof. Imrana Qadeer (Noted public health activist and distinguish
faculty member at Council for Social Development)
57. Official release of WSC Research Projects
Date: 26th June 2021; Time: 4:30 pm onwards
JULY 58.

59.
60.

Solidarity Statement Against denial of a trial and custodial murder of Fr. St
Swamy, issued on 7th July 2021

Solidarity Statement Against the Cinematography (Amendment) Bill

Official release of the annual WSC magazineligyasa2020-21

* k k%
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