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Postersand Pictures of WSC Activities 201516

23d September2015.Performance by PrayasKala Sangam

PRAAS KALA SANGAM
§ (NATYAMANDAL)

o ST
OV Jasee
[ " (an open air theatrical production
i . based on FEMALE FOETICIPE
DATE 23rd September 2015 §8
Y TIME : 12:00 PM vV i
@ VENUE : AMPHITHEATER 48

1 = COMPULSORY FOR ALL WDC MEMBERS TO ATTEND.
{= HOURS WILL BE GIVEN.
| REMAINING HOUR SHEETS WILL BE DISTRIBUTED. _|

WOMEN'S DEVELOPMENT CENTRE, JMC
welcomes you all to the :
screening of
NKHONAL FILM AWARD

)/I

*Jsmn]ﬁnﬁa Azmi W “

DATE:30THSEPTEMBER2015 \
TIME:12:10-2:10PM  VENUE:HALL L ‘

v Compulsory for all WDC members to attend.
v Attendance will be taken.
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7th October 2015Celebration of International Girl Child Day
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Postersof Certificate Coursesorganisedby WSC 201516

presents
CERTIFICATE COURSE CLaggre
GENDER/ LAW/ PERSONALITY =
A DEVELOPMENT =
'COURSE : LAW CONDUCTED BY :
- ={late : 28 October15 ::ﬁ::;:ﬂ:i::nm
- wTimings: 2:30-4 pm Amity Law School , New Delhi
~=llenue : Room Jlo. 18] T 00
-V FOR st and 2ndyearsonly. ¥
v r’r‘urmsons for 1st & 2nd year
- HDC members.

Certificate Courseon Gender,Law and Personality Development

2nd - 3rd November2015
WOMEN’S DEVELOPMENT CENTRE, JMC

GERTIFIGRATE GOURSES

PERSONNLITY
VENUE DEFELOPIMENT
-404

2N° NOV
2NP & 3RP NOV

203 VENJE

_105 FOR 3RD

1ST& 2ND
YEARS

2:30
-4:00PM

GENDENR & LN

2:30-4:00PM
3RP YEARS

COMPULSORY FOR ALL WDC MEMBERS
REGISTER NOW WITH YOUR CORE TEAM HEADS
CONTACT: MANSHA-9868332900
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Annual Report: 201617
The Wo me rStudy Centre, Jesusand Mary College,University of Delhi

1. GENERAL INFORMATION:

(A) University. Universityof Delhi

(B) Centre JesusandMary College

(C) Address JesusandMary College,NearBapuDham,ChanakyapuriNew Delhi-110021.

(D) Dateof establishment2013

2. PROGRAMME:

(A) Objectives

TheJMCWo me BtddyCentre(WSC) setout with the objectiveto bringw 0 m e isstiessonto
the daily discussiorplatform, spreadawarenessn variousfronts that havebeenshunnedasta-
boos,andhence,groomour membersandthe larger studentbody into becomingnot only more
sensitizedndividualsbutalsoactiveparticipatorant o d avy dn® nghtscampaigns.

The WS C @im wasto makethe WSC activities asregular,studenicentric,and meaningfulas
possible;jirrespectiveof the continuousfund crunch.This pastyear,we tried our bestto encour-
agethestudentmembergo usethe WSC asa platformthroughwhich they could engagewith the
genderedeality aroundthem,gainthe inspirationandunderstandingo askuncomfortableques-
tions,andalsolearnaboutongoingstruggles.

Giventhis importanttaskof the WSC, our collegehasmadethe WSC oneof the compulsoryso-
cietiesfor studentswhich meanghatthosewho join the societywould needto fulfill aminimum
numberof hoursof participationin WSC activities.For the year201617 we keptthe numberof
hoursat 80.

B) Fulfilment

Formation of Core Team and selectionof office bearers

The WSC studentmembersselecteda PresidenaandVice Presidenfor smoothfunctioningof the
WSC. The office beaerswere Ms SakshiNassa(lll B.ComHons) as Presidentand Ms Srishti
Taneja(lll B.ComHons)as Vice PresidentThe office bearersalso selecteda coreteamof 20
studentswho would headsub-committeesthat would streamlineresponsibilitiesand supervise
properparticipationof all generalstudentmembersof the WSC. The WSC also selecteda stu-
denteditor,Ms Arushi Sahay(l SociologyHons),who workedto puttogetherarticlesandpoems
for WSC newsletter magazineand Faceboolpage.Due to the paucity of funds,the WSC was
ableto publishits annualmagazine(for the academicsession201617) only in Septembeiof
2017.

Orientation and Annual General Body Meeting

TheWS C ®sentationand Annual GeneraBody Meetingwasheld on 7" Septembe016.We
proudly hostedMs. Swati Maliwal, the Chairpersonof the Delhi Commissionfor Women
(DCW) asour chief guest.As sherecountecher complexexperienceandgrassroot strugglesof
working directly with womenandtheir issues,t wasa stimulatingexperienceor all the mem-
bers.
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Counseling

The WSC engaged clinical psychologiston parttime basisto assiststudentswvhile collegewas
in session.The counsellorwas availablefor eight hoursper week. Apart from individual ses-
sions,the counselloralso conductedsupportgroup sessionsand informal presentationslepat-
mentwise sothat JIMC studentsacrosshe boardcould engagewith their mentalhealthissuesby
overcominghe usualstigmaattachedo them.[For detailsof thec o u n s ewbrk, pleasefsd
attachedc o u n s edpdrtp r 6 s

Overall achievements

The WSC of JMC actedasa nervecentrefor muchneededdiscussionon burningw o me 50 s
sues.Certificatecourseclassesyorkshopsfilm screeningsstreetplay performancesetc. were
organizedon issuescurrentlyin the centreof debate For example,our workshopon law hada
two hour sessioron the debatesurroundingproblemsposedby a Uniform Civil Code.Similar-
ly, the workshopon womenand work had a sessionon unpaidwork and the burgeoningem-
ploymentcrisis for women.In our film screeningsywe havehelpedstudentdo look beyondthe
f i | plobasdto problematizeéhe mannetin which thefilms portraygenderissues.

It wasalsoour concertedeffort to guidethe WSC studentgo pick up issuesof immediatecon-
cernto J M C étidentsandto play a proactiveand gendersensitiverole in college.Hence,ra-
therthana projectlocatedoutsde college,the WSC projectthis yearrevolvedarounda surveyof
theexperiencesf outstation]MC studentdiving in payingguestaccommodations.

The WSC alsoassistedhe collegein putting togetherthe Internal ComplaintsCommittee(ICC)
as per the Delhi U n i v e rnetificatipndesforcingthe SexualHarassmentt the Workplace
(PreventionProhibitionandRedressalfct, 2013.ThenewICC wasputinto placein September
2016.

3.DETAILS:

(A) Teachingdetails: Certificate Coursesand workshops

One of the key functionsof the WSC is to offer certificate courseclasseson topicsrelatedto
w 0 me studies.Theseclassesverearrangedstudentdelongingto separateyears/batches,e.
keepingin mind the kind of strugglesthey mustbe facing or will face.Hence,while certificate
courseclassesrevolved aroundintroductory lecturesfor our first year WSC memberson the
functioningof genderolesanddiscrimination classeproceededo dealwith morespecificcon-
cernsrelatingto womenandlegalrights,womenandemploymenguestiongtc.for secondand

third yearmembersFor workshopsattendedandfor successfucompletionof 80 hoursof work
with the WSC, studentavereawardedcertificates.
Someof the certificatecourseclassesandworkshopsheldincluded:
1. IntroductoryCertificate CourseClasson Whatis Meantby Gender?Conductedby Dr.
Bijayalaxmi Nanda, AssociateProfessor Miranda HouseCollege
2. IntroductoryCertificate CourseClasson History of Wo me @g@pressionConductecby
Dr Tripta Wahi, AssociateProfessor(retd.), Hindu College
3. IntroductoryCertificate CourseClasson Women,Unpaid Work and StatePolicies.Con-
ductedby Mr Alok Kumar (independentrade unionist).
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4. SpecialClassonthe BeautyMyth. Conductedy Ms SusanGeorge AssistantProfessor,
Jesusand Mary College.

5. Specialclasson the Positionof WomenandGenderRightsin Conflict Areas.Conducted
by Dr ShailzaSingh, AssistantProfessor,Bharati College

6. Specialclasson Young Adults and Identity Developnent: Challengego Mental Health.
Conductedy the CollegeCounsellor,Ms Shalini John.

7. Full-dayworkshoptitled dNorkshop titled 6 Wo mand Law6in February2017:The

workshop included

a.Presentatioy Human Rights Law Network onthe Functioningof Indiancourtsand

landmarkjudgments.

b. Presentatiooy Ms Nandini Rao (RAHI Foundation) on Problemsandprospectf the

SexualHarassmenat Workplace(PreventionRedressaandProhibition)Act, 2013.

c. Presentationdy Dr Chirashree Dasgupta (Associate Professor, JNU) and Dr Sabiha
Hussain (Director, Sarojini Naidu Centre for Wo me rStudies,Jamia Milia Islamia) on
Problemsposedoy Personalaw.
(h) Full-dayWorkshop titled 6 Wo mand Wo r kndarch2017:The workshopincluded
thefollowing
(a) Film screeningpf a documentaryn domesticworkerstitled Home and Work , followed
by adiscussion.
8(b) Presentatiorby Dr Indrani Mazumdar (MemberSecretaryCentrefor Wo me rarids
DevelopmentStudies,Delhi) on Unemploymentand Underemploymenbf Womenin Con-
temporaryindia.
8(c) Presentatiomy Dr Ellina Samantroy (Associate-ellow, V.V. Giri NationalLabourIn-
stitute,Noida) on Employmentpatternsof women.

(B) Researchand field action

Researchproject The WS C @esearchteamlaunchedan offline and online survey of
payingguest(PG) accommodationsshereoutstationJMC studentgeside.A total of 150
responsesverecollectedfrom the collegeandanalyzedThis researclprojecttrackedthe
concernsof the IMC outstationstudentswith respecto transportationfrom PGsto cal-
legeandback;thelevel of safetyandfacilities availableat PGsnearthe college;andrea-
sonswhy JMC outstationstudentsmovedto Delhi for higherstudiesratherthanstudying
in their hometowns.The WSC felt that theseeveryday issuesof outstationwomenstu-
dentsandthe challengeghey face wereimportantto traceas part of studyc e n toure 6 s
advocacyfor an undergraduatev o me rdstl in Delhi Un i v e r Southt Cand- s
pus[Eind report of PG accommodatiorsurveyattached.

Future thrusts of researchproject With respectto the future courseof this researclon
PGaccommodationghe WSCin the20172018plansto:- (1) makevisitsto PGsandex-
aminethem more closely so asto compile a list of unsafe,poorly-run and overpriced
PGs,which is informationthat canhelp outstationstudentsnakea moreinformedchoic-
eswhenmovinginto PGs,and(2) tie-up with WSCs/WDCsof more SouthCampuscal-
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legesto carry out a more expansivestudy of private accommodationsvhere outstation
women studentf Delhi University, SouthCampusreside.
Field action: Winter Clothes Collection and Distribution among economicallyweak
communities:The WSC starteda winter clothescollection drive in JIMC in November
2016 and by December2016 was ableto distributea large numberof warm clothesin
neighbouringslums.

(C) Information_Dissemination

Film and documentaryscreenings As part of information disseminationthe WSC
screenednoviesanddocumentarieshat touchedon majorissuesof w 0 me ngatsand
experienceswith discrimination. For example,the WSC screenedShoojit Si r car 0 S
A Pl N#&dSarahGa v r éSuffragetted which we thoughtwere importantfor our
memberdo not only passivelywatchbut attendto the issuesaddressedy the films and
discusgheir opinionsandexperiencesegardingthem.We thusfollowed screeningsvith
adiscussioramongsthe studentsasto whattheytook awayfrom themovie.

WSCNewsletter The WSC publisheda newslettelinviting write-upsfrom JMC students
onw o me ssuess.The newsletterwas circulatedoffline aswell asthroughthe social
mediafor wider circulation. The purposeof the newslettemwasalsoto createa spacefor
disseminatiorof informationon w 0 me rightsasdiscussedn numerousWSC events.
Sincenot all studentsareableto attendWSC eventsiit is still importart for information
discussedn sucheventsto be widely sharedi somethingwhich the newsletterenabled
theWSCto do. (Pleasefind copiesof the 201617 newsletterattached.

WSC Magazine - _Jigyasa the WSC publishedits annualmagazine titled Jigyasa.
Again, the magazineactedas a platform for studentsto expresstheir creativeside on
genderconcernsWe alsousedthe magazineo updatethe collegecommunityaboutthe
WS C @verk and initiatives. While the magazinewas uploadedon the college website
during the 201617 academicsessiondueto paucityof funds,it could only be printedin
SeptembeR017.(Find copyof annual magazineattached.

(D) Advocacy
The WSC commemoratednternational Girl Child Day andInternational Day of No
Prostitution in which a string of exciting intra-collegeeventswere organizedon the 7"
October2016.We witnessedenthusiastigarticipationfrom girls acrossIMC, showca-
ing sensitivity for genderissuesalongwith their respectivetalentsin fields of oration,
writing, paintingandphotography.
In early February2017,we put togethera fundraiser,The February Freeze Thetheatre
societyof Aurobindo College, MOKSH, performeda thoughtprovoking play for us on
discriminationagainstvomen.

International Wo me n Day celebrations in collaboration with neighbouring
WSCs/WDCs: The WS C @nnualfest, JAGRITI , was purposefullyheld on the 8" of
March2017,i.e. InternationaWo me D@ydn additionto manycompetitiveeventsthe
highlight of JAGRITI 2017 was a first -of-its-kind public meeting where members
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from several WSCs of DU collegescame together in a vibrant gatheringand shared
their work, experiencesandperformanceselatingto the manyproblemswomenencoun-

ter.J M C WSC providedthe venueandcommonplatform for this public meetingwhere
poetryrecitation,songs playsandspeechesnw o me appressiorandthe strugglefor

w 0 me nghtswerehostedThis joint celebration of various WSCson 8" March was
part of our own WS C Geffort towards cluster working/coordination with neigh-

bouringw 0 me stddgcentres.

4. STRATEGIES:

More combined clusterwork on researctprojectswith otherWSCsof Delhi University,
SouthCampus.

Tie-upswith researchinstitutesso asto exposeour JIMC WSC membergo professional
researclwork on genderissues.

Launchingof morethan one researchprojectin the next academicsessionso asto in-
volve all WSC membersn somemeaningfulresearch.

Submissiorof researchreportsto concernedhgenciesaspartof anefforttoputs t udent s
researcho socialuse.

More workshopsfor studentson self-defensew 0 me rights, stressmanagementyen-
derbudgetinggetc.

WS C RESEARCH PROJECT REPORT, 201617

ANALYSIS EMERGING FROM SOME KEY QUESTIONS RAISED DURING THE
SURVEY OF PAYING GUEST ACCOMMODATIONS
A. No. of survey collected= 154

B. Number of responsesacrossyear of study :

Firstyear= 77

Secondyear= 45

Third year= 32
C. Background (Wasit difficult to convinceparents about staying away from home?):

Yes: 120

No: 34
IT ISINDICATIVE FROMTHE RESPONSE®FOUTSTATIONJMC STUDENTSTHAT IT
IS NOT ALWAYS EASY TO CONVINCE FAMILY MEMBERS TO LET THEM PURSUE
HIGHER STUDIESIN DELHI. DESPITETHE PRESTIGIOUSSTATURE OF DELHI UNI-
VERSITY, MANY PARENTS HESITATED TO IMMEDIATELY AGREE TO THEIR
DAUGHTER RELOCATING, GIVEN THE COSTOF ACCOMMODATION, THE UNSAFE
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NATURE OF CITY LIFE FOR WOMEN, etc. IN ALL PROBABILITY MANY WOMEN
STUDENTS HAVE BEEN WITHELD FROM MOVING TO DELHI BECAUSE OF THE
LACK OF AFFORDABLE ACCOMMODATION WITHIN MOST DELHI UNIVERSITY
COLLEGES.

PARENTSWHO UNDERSTOODTHE VALUE OF DELHI UNI V ER S IEDUCABON
IN THE LONG RUN, AND PARENTSWITH GREATER FINANCIAL RESOURCESAL-
LOWED THEIR DAUGHTERSTO MOVE TO DELHI MORE EASILY.

D. Higher educationfacilities in hometown:
Best: 14
Good: 50
Average: 90
SIZEABLE NUMBER OF JMC STUDENTSCAME ALL THE WAY TO DELHI TO STUDY
BECAUSEAS A CENTRAL GOVERNMENT-FUNDED UNIVERSITY DELHI UNIVERSI-
TY PROVIDESAN EDUCATION WHICH IS BETTER THAN THAT WHICH IS OFFERED
BY AN AVERAGE STATE UNIVERSITY/PRIVATE COLLEGE/DEEMED UNIVERSITY.
IN DELHI THE FACILITIES AREBETTERAS WELL.
E. Number of girls stayingin :

RentedAccommodation/Flat0

PG: 154

F. PG Location :

SATYA NIKETAN : 80

ANAND NIKETAN : 30

MOTI BAGH : 14

SUBRATOPARK, ALAKNANDA, NORTHCAMPUS,CRPARK, NOIDA, VI-

KASPURI,AND SAFDARJANGENCLAVE : 1 EACH

R.K. PURAM: 10

GREATERKAILASH : 7

OTHERS: 6
G. Costof staying:

1 seatel(Rs8000- Rs15000):40

2 seatel(Rs12000 Rs20000)70

3 seatel(Rs10000 Rs24000)44
IT HAS BEEN FOUND IN THE SURVEY THAT IN A NUMBER OF CASES,LANDLORDS
ARE MAKING STUDENTSSHARE ROOMSWHICH ARE SMALL, OFTENLEADING TO
CRAMPED LIVING. IT IS TO BE SEEN WHETHER THE MORE EXPENSIVE PGSARE
ACTUALLY MORE SPACIOUSORNOT.
H.Landl| Bahaviow:

Propersecuritymeasuresaken: 142

Propersecuritymeasuresottaken: 12
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FROM THE ABOVE STATED DATA IT IS CLEAR THAT IN MOST OF THE PGsCER-
TAIN SECURITY MEASURESARE TAKEN. MAJORITY OF RESPONDENTSCLAIMED
THAT DUE IMPORTANCEIS GIVEN TO THEIR SECURITY.
HOWEVER, IN SOME CASES,AND WE BELIEVE THESEARE IMPORTANT RESPONB-
ES TO NOTE, IT IS EVIDENT THAT LANDLORDS/LANDLADIES ARE NOT TAKING
REQUIRED SECURITY MEASURES.IT IS ALSO POSSIBLETHAT A LARGE NUMBER
OF RESPONDENTSFEEL THEIR SECURITY IS NOT AT THREAT BECAUSE THEIR
ACCOMMODATION IS LOCATED IN A RELATIVELY GOOD ENVIRON-
MENT/LOCALITY, AND THEREFORETHEY HAVE NOT RECOGNIZED LAPSES ON
THE PART OF THEIR LANDLORD/LANDLADY.
IT IS ALSO POSSIBLETHAT MANY RESPONDENTSFEEL THAT THE MERE PROW-
SION OF CCTV CAMERAS, A GUARD AND A PGCURFEWARE ADEQUATE SECUR-
TY MEASURES; OVERLOOKING THE FACT THAT SECURITY MEANS MUCH MORE
THAN THAT, SUCH AS ALLOWING A STUDENT TO ENTER THE PG EVEN AFTER
THE CURFEWSOTHAT SHEIS NOT STRANDED.IN ALL PROBABILITY, THE MAJOR
REASON FOR LANDLORDS NOT TAKING EXPECTED SECURITY MEASURES IS
THAT THEY ARE CARELESSAND MORE PROFIT-ORIENTED.
|. Rulesand requlations

IMPOSITION OFUNREASONABLERULES: 24

NO IMPOSITION OF UNREASONABLERULES: 130
THE ABOVE DATA SHOWSTHAT IN MAXIMUM CASESNO UNREASONABLERULES
ARE IMPOSED OVER THE STUDENTS. HOWEVER, THERE ARE ALSO A VISIBLE
NUMBER OF RESPONDENTSWHO FEEL THAT UNREASONABLE RULES ARE IM-
POSED.FORE.G.:

RESTRICTEDUSEOF LIGHTS/CURFEWFORUSEOF LIGHTS;

NO MALE VISITORSBUT STILL HAVING ALL MALE STAFFRUN THE PG;

BAN ON NON-VEG FOOD;

CONTRACT/LUMPSUMPAYMENT WHICH IS NON-NEGOTIABLE; and

CURFEWAFTER8:00PM
J. Reactionsof landlords in caseof an emergency:

Helpful : 120

Unhelpful: 34
MAXIMUM STUDENTSARE PROVIDEDHELP VIA EMOTIONAL SUPPORTLENDING
MONEY ORGIVING EXTRA TIME TO PAY RENT,ETC.
UNHELPFUL BEHAVIOR ON THE PART OF LANDLORDS/LANDLADIES IS EX-
PRESSEDIN SITUATIONS WHERE THE LANDLORD/LANDLADY PANICS AND BE-
HAVES IN A SELFISH MANNER, AS IN ACTING RUDELY OR EVEN EXPELLING A
STUDENTFROMTHE PG,ETC.
K. PROVISION FOR FACILITIES
TYPICAL FACILITIES PROVIDEDIN PGs: COOLER,AC, FOOD,WIFI
NOTED PROBLEMSIN FACILITIES PROVIDED: HALF COOKED FOOD, UNHYGENIC
SANITARY CONDITION, LIMITED PORTABLEWATER, ETC.

Page37 of 82




Tel No. : +(91)-(011)-26110041, 26875400
Jesus and Mary College AN Fax No. : +(91)}{(011)-24105466
University of Delhi AR Website : http://www.jmc.ac.in

Chanakyapuri, New Delhi - 110021

(& Email Id : jmcadmn@yahoo.co.in
Accredited by NAAC with “A” Grade .0

info@jmc.ac.in
principal@jmc.ac.in

L. PUBLIC TRASPORTATION

CONVENIENT: 124

NOT CONVENIENT:30
ACCORDINGTO DATA STATED ABOVE, WE FIND THAT FORA MAJORITY OF STU-
DENTSPUBLIC TRASPORTATIONIS CONVENIENT AND FEASIBLE.
ON THE OTHERHAND, A SMALL BUT SIGNIFICANT NUMBER OF STUDENTSFELT
THAT PUBLIC TRASPORTATION IS NOT GOOD. THERE CAN BE SEVERAL REA-
SONS,SUCHAS LESSFREQUENCYOF BUSES,ERRATIC TIMINGS OF BUSES,ROW-
DY BEHAVIOUR OF PEOPLEBOARDING THE BUS, ARM-TWISTING/FLEECING BY
SHAREDAUTO SERVICES.
M. LANGUAGE RELATED ISSUE
INCONVENIENCECAUSEDDUE TO UNFAMILIARITY OFLOCAL LANGUAGE: 40
NO INCONVENIENCE: 124
FROM THE DATA IT IS CLEAR THAT IN MAXIMUM RESPONSESTUDENTS HAVE
LITTLE ISSUEWITH RESPECTTO LANGUGE, BUT IN SOME CASESTHEY ARE FAC-
ING A PROBLEM BECAUSE OF UNFAMILIARTY WITH THE LOCAL LANGUAGE. IN
SUCH CAAES, SOME STUDENTS HAVE POINTED OUT INCIDENTS OF BEING
CHEATEDBY LOCAL INHABITANTS, CLASSMATESMOCKING THEM, ETC.
CONCLUSION :
WE CAN SAFELY SAY THAT THE SURVEY WHICH WE CONDUCTEDAS MEMBERS
OF WSC, JMC ON PGsHAD MIXED RESPONSESWE FOUND THAT MAJORITY OF
STUDENTSARE LIVING IN PLACESNEAR COLLEGE THAT PROVIDE CERTAIN FA-
CILITIES AND SECURITY MEASURES. IN ADDITION TO THIS, MANY RESPOND-
ENTS FELT THEIR LANDLORDS/LANDLADIES WERE UNDERSTANDING ENOUGH
AND ACT AS PERSITUATION DEMANDS.
BUT A MORE CAUTIOUS READING OF RESPONSESS REQUIRED.FORONE, THE PG
SURVEY TEAM OFTEN FELT THAT RESPONDENTS FILLED THE SURVEY IN
HASTE AND UNCRITICIALLY , WHICH THEN PROVIDED AN INCOMPLETE PIC-
TURE OF THE FUNCTIONING OF PGs.FOR THIS REASON, THE WSC DECIDED TO
DESIST FROM RECOMMENDING ANY PG MENTIONED IN THE SURVEY.
SECONDLY, WE ALSO CAME ACROSSTHE FACT THAT A SIZEABLE NUMBER OF
STUDENTSARE HAVING ISSUESWITH THEIR PG, I.E. REGARDING UNREASOMNA-
BLE
RULES, INADEQUATE SECURITY, POOR FACILITIES, RUDE/UNPREDICTABLE BE-
HAVIOUR OF THEIR LANDLORD/LANDLADY, ETC.
LAST BUT NOT THE LEAST , WE FEELPROUDTO SAY THAT WE HAVE TAKEN AN
INITIAL STEPTOWARDS LOOKING INTO THESEUNHEARD/UNADDRESSEDPROB-
LEMS FACEDBY JMC STUDENTSDEPENDENTON PGs.WE HOPETO REPORTAND
ADDRESSTHESE PROBLEMSTO SOME EXTENT. WE HENCE APPEAL TO ALL JMC
STUDENTS TO SPEAK OUT AGAINST TYPICAL PROBLEMS AND HARASSMENT
FACED BY OUTSTATION WOMEN STUDENTS, AND TO PUSH FORWARD WITH
WORKABLE SOLUTIONS.ONE IMMEDIATE SOLUTION IS REPORTINGBAD PGsTO
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THE WSC MEMBERS AND STAFFADVISORS.SUCHACCOMMODATIONS CAN CON-
SEQUENTLY BE BLACKLISTED BY THE COLLEGE.
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WSC Annual Orientation

WSC ANNUAL ORIENTATION

and Annual General Body Meeting
Women's Study Center, JIMC

| —= = ]
All are cordially invited.
| ol )
DATE: 7109116 (WEDNESDAY> CHIEF GUEST:

ee*2-» Ms. Swati Maliwal,
VENUE: HALL ath ficon -O\ ‘/°. Chairperson Of Delhi

Commission Of
TIMINGS: 12:30-1:45PM " Women
= |- —===l} ===t —

Hoursheets will be distributed to wsc memebers.
[ e O pmea OF___pssm——— e

Want to change the soczety?
T hen be the change.. Jotn WSC!

-_—— . > — - - oV - - o
Sakshi Nassa Sl‘lshtl Taneja
For, Queries, Contact: 8130847743 9654493953

Interactive Talks oragnisedby WSC in September2016

% Vs .~ &Y =3
Women's Study Centre .'3.‘,:,'.:'. - &
Jesus and Mary College 4;1“5 b
PRESENTS
WOMENS STUDY CENTRE
An interactive introductory session by f | Jes“;;"ei::tysc"“ege
J Dr. Bijayalaxmi Nanda "€ ANINTERACTIVE INTRODUCTORY SESSION BY
‘s Convenor of WDC, Miranda House \ . . N
A Dr.TriptaWahi
" On d Retired Professor, Hindu College 0
14 ¢ Veteran Women's Movement Activist and Scholar
‘Q& GENDER AS A SOCIAL AND POLITICAL CATEGORY on
N HISTORY OF WOMEN'S @PRESSION
\\' Open for all members Date : 23/9/2016(Friday) . N
"‘ * Hours will be given Time ; 1:45 PM 5 é - Open for all members Dau: 20/0/16 (Mondmr)
Venue ; Room 308 9 5 : : Time: 1:43 - 343 pm
7. y piomrswilligagives Venue: Hall (sth floor)
. For further details confact, ‘\ .l For further details
4 Sakshi Nassa : 8130847743 | Srishfi Taneja : 9654493953 éﬁ:‘ contact: Sakshi Nassa : 8130847743 | Srishti Taneja : 9654493953

'.

SUANAN S T el 0

kY A
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On The Ocassion of

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NO PROSTITUTION'
WOMEN'S STUDY CENTRE, JMC

presenls

"WALK THE TALK

(Debate Competition)
on

‘ LEGALIZATION OF PROSTITUTION: AN EXCUSE OR REMEDY?
degrgla;: agr=T a1 3ura?

i DATE: 5th October'16 (Wednesday) - Open To JMC

- TIME: 12:45PM (activity Period) Students Only.

% VENUE: Room No 308 Duration 4+1 minutes.
g

‘For queries, Contact: Arushi 9821232615, Prachi: 9999430:

Photography Competition on International Day of No Prostitution and
International Girl Child Day on 5th October 2016

S

Women’s Study Centre
Jesus and Mary College

On The Otcasion OF
INTERNATIONAL/DAY OF NO PROSTITUTION
& INTERNATIONAL-GIRL CHILD.DAY

presents

etober 2018

O [
Divya Dhyani : 9818822430 1 Suju Ann George : 8447459958
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Scenedrom WS C dngernational Day of No Prostitution and International
Girl Ch i IDdydCslebration

]esus and Mary College i = e

on the 0ccasion Of MQF ‘

INTERNATIONAL DAY OF NO PROSTITUTION \STITITION |
and KCJ U {‘UH‘W\«-, NALK

INTERNATIONAL GIRL CHILD'S DAY

¢» WALK THE TALK,
piese ®A Debating competition.
) N
» THE PHOTO PHACTOR, I L
A Photography competition. 4

» THE MIGHTY BRUSH,
A Poster making competition.

oN 7th Oct16 AT 12:30 PM
VENUE: 308

FB : https://m.facebook.com/wsejme/
INSTA : https://www.instagram.com/wsc.jme/

JWOMEN'S STUDY CENTRE, IMC

CLOTH COLLECTION DRIVE DAY 2
GAME OF CLOTHES - 27/10/16

JJJ\L\I : WJ | f ERATERR

ufany Sure Wie 510 e guud sogditug,
iteral warmth

Comejointisynspreading smilesandss
DiirGameiorGlotHes enisodes will stream Iivefromp
WEDNESDAY 26/10/16 - FRIDAY 28/10/16

12:45 PM to 1:45 PM

VENUE : COMMON ROOM
for any queries, contact: Kamya 9205923362 , Alisha 9971413861
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Film Screeningand discussionon 28th October 2016

Film Screeningon the Suffragette movementon 18th January 2017

0.
-a\.,f’

_—

WOMEN'S ST UDY CENTRE. JMC
gma, ﬁ»' ‘ﬂu ‘ ymumm’ of

DAUGHTERS REBELS
:DATE ]BLZOl?(WEZDNESDAY)

TIME: 1230 PM
VENUE=508 =

'D\efootSoldiarSof'the early
feminist movement seeking the

RIGHT TO VOIE!
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Certificate courseon genderrights in conflict areason 1st March 2017

DATE :
1S5/02/17 (WED)

TIME
9-30 AM - 3:30 PM
VENUE :

ALY
(4 TH FLOOR)

DATE: 01/03/17 (WED)
TIME: 12:30 pm - 1:45 pm
VENUE: ROOM 305

s \'Zi

av

WOMEN'S STUDY CENTRE
Jesus and Mary College
PRESENTS
A CERTIFICATE COURSE CLASS BY
Dr Shailza Singh
Department of Political Science, Bharati College
ON

THE POSITION OF WOMEN AND
GENDER RIGHTS IN CONFLICT AREAS.

-COMPULSORY FOR ALL
IST YR WSC MEMBERS.

-HOURS WILL BE GIVEN
TO WSC MEMBERS.

Women and Law workshop on 15th February 2017.Eminent speakerslike
Colin GonsalvesNandini Rao, Dr. Chirashree Dasguptaand Dr. Sabiha

Hussainwere invited

WOMENS STUDY CENTRE S

CER
- Rl FRESHMENT:
Jesus Anal Mary College - HHOURS
PRESENTS

WOMEN AND LAW WORKSHOP =

STATIONERY
REGISTRATIONS ARE OFEN FROM OB O=2 317
(WED) TO 124/02/17 (TUE).

REGISTRATION DETAILS

- Registration charges Rs 100/~ (includes the cos‘to)’
refreshmernts, stationery and participation cei ¥

- Registratior: shall be confirrinted orn payrnent of res

charges.
- Registration charges to be submitted to Dy Maya jJohs
arid Ms Susan George ornn Idth Feb (Tue) in thhe STAFF
ROOM betweernzn 1030 arn - 1245 pri.
WORKSHOFP DETAILS
TOPICS
INTRODUCTITION:
On key laws debated by
the women's movement.

The functioning of
Indian courts and
Iandmark judgments.

SESSIONS

Session I:
9:30 am to 10:30 am

Session II:
10:30 am to 11:45 am

Session III:

= CTIVITY
12 moon to 12:4S pm GROUP A

Problems and prospects
of the Sexual Harassment
at Workplace (Prevention,
Redressal and Prohibition)
Act, 2013

Problems posed by personal
Iaw - does a uniforrm civil
code offer an adeguate
solution?

Session IV:
12:45 pm to 1:45 pm

Session V:
2:15 pm to 3:30 pm

For more information.contact : SAKSHI NASSA - S1308S47743 . SRISHIIL TANEIA
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Annual Report: 201718

The Wo me rStudy Centre, Jesusand Mary College,University of Delhi

1. GENERAL INFORMATION:

(A) University. University of Delhi

(B) Centre JesusaandMary College

(C) Address JesusandMary College,NearBapuDham,ChanakyapuriNew Delhi-110021.
(D) Dateof establishment2013

2. PROGRAMME:

(A) Obijectives

The IMC Womerts StudyCentre(WSC) setout with the objectiveto bring womerts issuesonto
the daily discussiorplatform, spreadawarenessn variousfronts that havebeenshunnedasta-
boos,andhence,groom our membersandthe larger studentbodyinto becomingnot only more
sensitizedndividualsbutalsoactiveparticipatordan todays womerds rightscampaigns.

The WS C @im wasto makethe WSC activities asregular,studenicentric,and meaningfulas
possible;irrespectiveof the continuousfund crunch.This pastyear,we tried our bestto encour-
agethe studentmembergo usethe WSC asa platformthroughwhich they could engagewith the
genderedeality aroundthem,gainthe inspirationandunderstandingo askuncomfortableques-

tions,andalsolearnaboutongping struggles.

Giventhis importanttaskof the WSC, our collegehasmadethe WSC oneof the compulsoryso-
cietiesfor studentswhich meanghatthosewho join the societywould needto fulfill aminimum
numberof hoursof participationin WSC activities Fortheyear201617 we keptthe numberof
hoursat 80.
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B) Fulfilment
Formation of Core Team and selectionof office bearers

The WSC studentmembersselecteda PresidentndVice Presidentor smoothfunctioningof the
WSC. The office bearersvereMs Tanya Singh(lll SociologyHons)asPresidenandMs Avan-
tika Jhunjhunwalgll SociologyHons)asVice PresidentThe office bearersalsoselecteda core
teamof 15 studentswho would headsubcommitteeghat would streamlineresponsibilitiesand
supervisgoroperparticipationof all generalstudentmembersf the WSC. Due to the paucity of
funds,the WSCwasableto publishits annualmagazingfor the academicsessior201617) only
in Septembeof 2017.

Orientation and Annual General Body Meeting

The WSG3s Orientationwas held on 17" August2017in which nearly 100 studentgoined the
WSC asmembersOn 25" August2017a generabody meetingwasheld andthe electionto the
postof WSCPresidentvasconducted.

Counseling

The WSC engaged clinical psychologistMs Shalini John,and anothertrainedcounselorMs
SaniyaBedi, on parttime basisto assiststudentawhile collegewasin sessionWhile Ms Shalini
Johncametwice a week, the secondcounselor Ms SaniyaBedi cameoncea week.Apart from
individual sessionsthe counselorsalsoconductedsupportgroupsessionandinformal presena-
tions departmentvise so that IMC studentsacrossthe board could engagewith their mental
healthissuesby overcomingthe usualstigmaattachedto them.[For detailsof thec ouns el | o

work, pleasefind attachedc o u n's edpdrtp r s 0

Overall achievements
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The Women'sStudyCentrehascomea long way sinceits inceptionbutit continuesto stresson
its main motive, which is spreadingawaenessabout genderissuesand creatingfree-spirited
womenin a societythat constantlyattacksthem. The WSC of JMC actedasa nervecentrefor
muchneededdiscussionon burningw o me sguass.Certificate courseclassesspecialwork-
shops film screenigs, streetplay performancesetc. were organizedon issuescurrentlyin the

centreof debate.

In orderto inculcategreatergendersensitizationthe majority of WSC memberswereinvolved
in two researctprojectsrequiringfield visits. Thetwo projectswere: (i) A Studyof RapeCrisis
Centredn Delhi, and(ii) Safetyauditsof placesnearbyJesusandMary College.

3.DETAILS:

(A) Teachingdetails: PanelDiscussionsand Certificate Course Workshops

Oneof the key functionsof the WSC s to arrangefor speciallectures/panetliscussionaswell
asdaylong or half-day certificate courseworkshopson topicsrelatedto w o me studdies.We

havekepttheworkshopsopento bothWSC membersandto otherJMC students.
Someof thespeciallecturesandpaneldiscussiongnclude:

1. Oneof the first major WSC eventsin the academicsessior201718 wastitled "Violence
in the Home" aimedat bringing enthusiastistudentsacrosscollegesto addresghe issue
of domestic violenceat variousplatforms debateandpostermaking.As partof this event,
we alsoorganizeda panel discussionit D e b arecem agtempts at dilution of the law

againstdomesticv i o | énmwhidah Dr SophyJosephAssistantProfessorNationalLaw

2. University, Delhi, and Dr SadhnaArya, SaheliResourceCentre,spokeaboutthe recent

SupremeCourtjudgmentson domesticviolencelegislation.

3. We believein keepingourselvesupdatedand as the Triple Talagwas a heatedissuere-

gardingwomen'srights this year, and so we felt it as our responsibilityto educateour
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membersaboutit. We conductedh speciallecture on "Triple Talag" wherebywe hosted
ProfessoFurganAhmad, Professorat Indian Law Institute, Delhi, who spokeaboutthe

legalaspectdehindthis controversiabill.

4. We hadanotherpanel discussiontitled "Challenges Relating to Women's Healthcare
Needsin India" . Our panelists,Dr Bijayalaxmi Nanda,AssociateProfessorat Miranda
House;Ms JupiGogoi, AssistantProfessr at Indian Law Institute;andMs AnupamaDut-
ta, Director at HelpAge India spokeaboutthe taboosassociateavith women'sbodiesand

negligenceof theold andinfertile womenfrom governmenhealthpolicies.

5. The WSC also conducteda talk on pre-examination stress managementin which Ms

ShaliniJohn,the collegecounselorspoketo the studentgegardingexamanxiety.

This yeartoo WSC continuedwith the ideaof well-craftedanddaylongcertificatecoursework-
shopswith speakerdgrom thefields of journalian, theatreandresearctaswell asunravellingex-

citing activitiesfor its membersTheworkshopsncluded:

1. Ourfirst workshop titled "Gender and Media" wasdividedinto threesessionseachad-
dressedy our panelistsin sessiorl, Dr KarenGabriel,Assodate Professoof Englishat
St Stephen'€ollege,introducedusto theideaof '‘genderandhow mediahasestablished
falsenotion of masculinityandfemininity throughits stereotypingln sessior2, Poornima
Joshi,SeniorJournalistwith Hindu Busines Line; andVandanaSebastiaBBawa,Principal
Corresponderait NewsX, discussedhow journalism,with its structuralsexismandlack of
securityfor femalereporters,pushesgenderbias further andin turn oppressesvomen's
voices.In sessiorB, with Sukrit Chauhana performingartist, we hadan enjoyableinter-
active sessionwhere through activities, presentatiorof videos and discussionswe dis-

pelledthe myth surroundinggendersandtheir assignedocietalroles.

2. Our secondworkshop titled "Women's Voices from the Margins" aimedat bringingto
the forefrontwomen'sproblemsfrom the conflicted zonesof the country. GautamNavla-

kha, Civil LibertiesActivist andJournalistiandPaulD'SouzaResearcheat Indian Social

Pageb0 of 82




Tel No. : +(91)-(011)-26110041, 26875400
Fax No. : +(91)-(011)-24105466
Website : http://www.jmc.ac.in

Email Id : jmcadmn@yahoo.co.in
info@jmc.ac.in
principal@jmc.ac.in

Jesus and Mary College

University of Delhi
Chanakyapuri, New Delhi - 110021

Accredited by NAAC with “A” Grade

Institute acquaintedus with the stories of the 'half widows' of militancy-hit Kashmir.In

sessior, Ms RitambharaViehta,co-founderof NazariyaQueerFeministResourcesroup,
talked about the struggle of the LQBT community and questionedthe need for their
‘acceptancen the society. In sesion 3, Dr PaporiBora, Centrefor Women'sStudies,
JNU; andProf ArchanaPrasadCentrefor Informal SectorandLabour,JNU, talkedabout
theill -treatmentmetedout to the womenfrom North-Eastand Adivasi Communities re-

spectively.

Researchand field action

Researchprojects The WSC conductedwo researclprojectsin the 201718 academic

session.The first projectinvolved conductinga Safety Audit of the areasimmediately
surroundingthe college.We surveyedthe neighbouringareaof SatyaNiketanandBapu
Dhamin the earlymorningandevening.Streetlighting, policing andavailability of basic
requirementsvere checked Studentsvorkedwith handmademaps,indicatingstretches
wheresafetywas lacking, alongwith the reasonfor the same.[Pleaseseethe attached

report of the safetyaudit]

Our secondprojectinvolved visiting someof Delhi's OneStop RapeCrisis Centreand
assessingheir accessibility.For this project,the WSC memberdirst readup aboutthe
onestop centers,and then visited two suchcenters,i.e. the RML Hospital,and Sanjay
GandhiHospital. In thesevisits, they spoketo staff manningthe centresso asto unde-
standthe procedureautilized in thesespecialcentresandto learn aboutthe numberof

casedeingreportedat thesecentres[Pleaseseethe attachedreporf]

(C) Information_Dissemination

SpecialDiscussionon sexual harassmentand the internal complaintscommittee We

startedthis yearwith our annualorientationwith a SpecialLectureon SexualHarassment

whereinour staff advisorsthrewlight upontheimportarce of identifying the harasseand
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showingzerotoleranceto any suchcaseslt was an enrichingintroductorysessionand

suitablefor our freshmemberdo getthe gist of whatWSC standdor.

Film and documentaryscreenings As part of information dissemnation, the WSC

screenednoviesanddocumentarieshat touchedon majorissuesof womerts rights and
experiencesvith discrimination.Along with the college GenderChampionsthe WSC
screenedthe movie "Queen of Katwe", and the short film "Afzana" staringa JMC
student.Both thesefilms were screenedas theseshowcased/ulnerablewomerés strug-

glesfor justiceandequalopportunities.

(D) Advocacy

A debatecompetitionanda postermakingcompetitionon the domesticviolencelaw and
recentcourt rulings was conductedbn 6" Septembe2017.Both competitionswerevery
well attendedThe overall event,titled fiViolence in the Homeo wasconcludedwith the

screeningf arelevantepisodeof Satyamewayate.

The WSC commemoratednternational Girl Child Day we led an online campaign
wherethe membersameforwardto speakwhatthis day meantfor them.It wasfollowed
by our first everCandleLight Vigil at Connaugh®Placefor stressinghe needto stopfe-

malefeticide andviolenceagainstwvomenin all forms.

WSC aso cameforward in supportagainstholi hooliganismand led a protestoutside
Delhi Police Headquartersieiteratingits zerotolerancefor any attemptmadeto deprive

womenof their dignities.

Our lastandthe biggestevent,i.e. our annualfestival, Jagriti, washeldto commemorate
InternationalWomen'sDay. Continuingwith the themeof "Say No to Holi Hooligan-
ism",

we weredelightedto seepeoplenot only participatingin the competitiveeventsof slam
poetryandpostermakingbut alsocomingforward to talk abouttheissueghatintimidate

womenin this society.This wasa joint celebration of various WSCs. The IMC WSC
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yet again hosted the program due to our sincere efforts to coordinate with neigh-

bouring womends study centres.

4. STRATEGIES:

More combined clusterwork on researctprojectswith otherWSCsof Delhi University,

SouthCampus.

Tie-upswith researchinstitutesso asto exposeour JIMC WSC membergo professional

researclwork on genderissues.

Submissiorof researchreportsto concernedigenciesaspart of an effort to put studenté

researcho socialuse.

More workshopsfor studentson self-defensewomers rights, stressmanagementyen-

derbudgetinggetc.

*kk

COMBINED REPORT OF FIELD VISIT TO TWO ONE-STOP RAPE CRISIS CEN-
TRESIN DELHI, 201718

One-StopRapeCrisis Centreat SanjayGandhi Hospital, Delhi

On 25th January2018 a teamof studentsfrom the Wo m e rStudy Centreof Jesusand Mary
Collegehadthe opportunityto visit the onestopcentrelocatedwithin the SanjayGandhiHosp-
tal. Havingreadup the guidelinemanualmadefor suchcentresy thewomanandchild ministry,
we arrivedat the hospitalwith someexpectationsWe expectedhe onestopcentreto be a sepa-
rate,easilyidentifiable building within the hospitalpremisesstaffedwith its own doctors,nurs-
es, counsellorsand police. Instead,we were disappointedo find an old and poorly-maintained
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hospitalbuilding, overflowing with patientswho hadto makedo with the corridor floors. With
no visible signsor directionsto the onestop centre,an obviousquestionsprungup: how would
anyvictim seekinghelpor solaceatthecentrefind it in thefirst place?

It appearedo me that the possibletroublesa victim looking to approachthe centremight face
werenot takeninto consideratiorat all. Thevictim would notonly beforcedto askaroundabout
the centre,somethingheywould in all probabilitiesbe hesitantto do, but shewould alsohaveto
walk throughalong, crowdedcorridor, subjectto multiple stares.

We weretold that the victims are broughtby the police uponlodging a complaint,few, if any
approachedhecentrefirst.

Theonestopcentrewasin actualityonly 2 roomslocatedon the maternityward atiny examira-
tion roomwhich wasfurther divided anda coursellingroom. It did not haveits own staff or any
stationedpolice officer or counsellor We wereinformedit sharedts nurseswith the maternity
ward as well. The highly overworkednursesadmittedthat it gets extremelytoughto manage
both sincethey are not ableto give due attentionto the victims who arrive. While they claimed
to havegot someoccasionatraining, it is unlikely thattheyareableto actwith propersensitivity
andfollow properprotocolkeepingin mind thetime constraintsandwork load. Also considering
that there are no counsellorspermanentlystationedat the centre,it would meanthat a victim
would be keptwaiting till acounselloris contactecandfinally arrives.Making a victim, who has
beensubjectedto horrendouscrimes and has shownmuch couragein approachinghe centre,
wait to receivemedicaland mentalhelp and denyingthem due attentiondoesnot seemfair to
me. Theynursingstaff conveyedhe obviousinadequacyf psychologicahelp beingprovidedto
the victim andrevealedtheydid not think it significantly helpedthe victim the way it was cur-
rently beingdispensedAnother problemwould be admitting victims evenfor a night conside-
ing thematernitywardis almostalwaysfull.

While the nurseswerekind enoughto take out time and explainthe proceduredo us, we could
not helpbut be a bit skepticalof the efficiently working systemshewastrying to convinceus of.
They claimedthatfamilies rarely posedasa problemandwerelargely acceptingof victims, the
police werealwaysconsideratendthe victims alwayswilling to lodgecomplaints All this con-
flicted with the severalnewsreportsoneviews everyday. It appearedrom their accountshat
the existing overburdenedtaff workedto the bestof their capabilties given the constraintsof
infrastructureand staff. What was neededwas clearly more handson-deck and definitely more
funding.While theyhadbeenaskedfor their suggestiongluringinspectiorrounds,no actionwas
taken.When probedfurther, the nureesalsoagreedthatit would in fact be idealif suchcentres
existedas separataunits as prescribedoy the original guidelinesof the state.They claimedthat
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this would be betternot only for the victim but alsofor the staff involved. This somewhatre-
vealedthat perhapsall wasnot asefficient aswasbeingportrayedto us andconveyedheir dire
stateaswell.

The onestopcentresarenot only meantasrapesheltersbut for all sortsof crimesagainstwom-
en. The nurseshowever,seemecdccompletelyunavare of this fact. Theyrevealedthatthey only
takein victims of sexualabuse Moreover,giventhe numberof casesof crimesagainstwvomen
by their own families, it cameasquite a surprisethatthey hardlytook in victims or sentthemto
sheltersMostweresentbackto live with their families.

We wereshowna kit consistingof stepby-stepprocedureghat mustbe followed by the nurses
in orderto collectbiological sampledrom the victim asevidenceHowever,the nursehadtrou-
ble evenopeningthe box without help which seemsodd consideringthe centrereceivesnearly
40 sexualharassmentictims a month.Therewerealsomultiple stepsmissingin thekit.

After severalattemptsat meetingthe doctorin chargeof the one stopcentreanda consideral#
waiting period,we werefinally allowedto meether.Sherevealedhe entireprocedurehatis fol-
lowed by the one stop centre,from stabilisingthe victim to treatingher, providing her legal re-
courseaswell ascounsellingsessionsSheassuredus that well-beingof the victim comesfirst
andforemostandall necessargtepsare undertakerkeepingthis in mind- the doctorsare called
to the patientto avoid any delay,thefirst stepis alwaysstabilisingthe victim in caseof serious
injury, the victim is not pressurisednsteadher will is followed, etc. however the actualimple-
mentationand practiceof theseproceduresemainsa doubtin my mind. During her interaction,
thedoctornarratedo usseveralgrotesquecasef child sexualabusehathavecometo the San-
jay Gandhihospitalbut also revealedvery regressiveattitudesand opinionsthat were not ex-
pectedof a personin her position.Sheseemedtonvincedthat a majority of the caseghatcome
up to the centreseemto fabricatedby younggirls or their parents.It wasa relief to know that
irrespectiveof herindividual opinions,all victims weretreatedandallowedto approactthe po-
lice andtakelegalrecourse.

In conclusion the visit to the one stop centrewas clearproof of the discrepan@sthat exist be-
tweenpoliciesformulatedfor womenandtheir actualimplementationWe found inadequaten-
frastructure,overworkedstaff members,absentcounsellors,and doctors with little time and
someproblematicopinions.However,we alsofound amongthem, peoplewho were willing to
helpthevictims of abuseo the bestof their capabilitiesandwithin the constraintsetuponthem.
We wereassuref procedureshatseemedo be a partof an efficient systemthatmadethe vic-
tim the priority. Thereis thereforea lot thatis beingdonefor victims of abusebut thereis defi-
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nitely scopefor improvementThereis a clearpleato increaseboth funding andstaffing of such
centresandto give themtheir own spaceasoriginally mandatedy the government.

One-StopRapeCrisis Centreat R.M.L. Hospital

As partof theWo me 1stidy Centrereport,ateamof studentded by the two genderChamp-
onsof college,Divina Sethiand ShraddhaKumar, visited Ram ManoharLohia Hospital'sOne
StopRapeCrisis Centreon the 13" of March,2018.

Dr. Madhureemaa gynecologisandthe Chief Medical Officer wasinterviewed.

Accordingto the doctor,mostwomenwho visit the hospitaldo so eitheraloneor areaccomp-
nied by the police after reportof rapeis filed at the station. Womenpreferto visit the hospital
alonebecausef the stigmaattachedvith issuessuchasrape.

Before shifting themto the rapecrisis cell, consentis takenfor a medicolegal examination.If

thewomanrefusego takethe exam(againdueto the stigmaandembarrassmenghecanrefuse
the procedureThe minimum ageto give consents 12 yearsaccordingto the Ministry of Wom-

enandChild Development.

Medical Procedure

After this, the victim is takento the rapecrisis centrewherea detailedmedicalexaminationis
conductedQualified gynecologistsattendto the victim andconsentfor collectionof sampless
taken.All formsof consentaredocumentedAfter consenis obtainedthegynecologisproceeds
to inquireaboutthevictim's history, whetherit wasa singleor a gangrape,the marksof identifi-
cation,injuries, etc. Varioussamplesare collectedusingthe sexualassaulforensicexamination
evidencekit. A newKkit is usedfor eachpatient. This kit consistsof a booklet in which the vic-
tim'sinformationis enteredanda duplicateis made.

Initially, the victim is strippedof her clothesand her outer garmentsand inner garmentsare
sealedoff separatelyandtakenfor examination(e.g.torn clothes).Sheis thenmadeto standon
anopensheetof papersothatshecangetrid of the debris(mud, grass pebblesgtc). After this,
swabsare takenfrom her entire body; this is followed by the collection of samplesfrom the
body. Theseinclude combingof the pubic hair to look for loose hair, clipping and sealingof
somepubic hair for examination,nail clippings and oral cavitiesswab (to checkif oral inter-
coursehappened)Other swabsinclude rectal, vulval, vaginal and cervical swabs.Blood and
urinesamplesarecollectedfor toxicologicalanalysisto checkif shewasundertheinfluencedur-
ing theact..

All thesesamplesaresealedn a box to ensureghatnonearetamperedvith. All samplingis only
valid for four daysi.e. 96 hours,accordingto the Ministry of Healthand Family Welfare.Out of
thetwo copiesof victim information,oneis keptfor hospitalrecordsandthe otheris givento the
police.
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The collection and sealingaway of samplesmarksthe end of one important procedure After
this, the victim's DNA profiling is andblood samplingfor HIV is taken.As part of profile axis,
preventivemedicinesare providedfor HIV. All this basedon her prior vaccinationsPregnancy
testsareprovidedto adultfemales.

Sheis thencheckedfor activeinfections,diseaseof reproductiveorgans,etc. If required,sheis
alsogivenatetanusnjection.

Anothersignificantpartof the medicalexamis the vaginalexaminationlnitially, the two finger
testwasconductedandit wasdeterminedf the victim wasa virgin or not from the elasticity of
the vagina(dueto regularintercourseandthe rupturingof the hymen.As perthe rules, this no
longerholdstrue. The two finger testis conductedbut only to determinevaginalinjuries or in-
fections,andno commentsare madeabouther virginity. Perspeculumexaminationis alsocon-
ductedaftertakingconsenfrom thevictim.

In caseswhenthe ageof the victim is unknownor shedoesn'thavean ideaabouther age,age
investigationis donethroughdentalexaminatiorby radiologists.

Thevictim is laterbroughtin againfor follow up.

Psychologicaland socialissuesn medicalexaminations

In most medicalexaminationsof victims of sexualassault,extra sensitivity is requiredby not

only the gynecologistsput alsothe other staff attendingto the victim. Prejudiceand stigmaas-

sociatedwith a rapevictim is prevalentin our country, but medicalprofessionalsnustnot give

into suchbiasesn judgment.Gynecologistareintacttrainedto dealwith suchcasesTheymust
be ableto attendto subtledetailslike the victim's appearancegxpressionand body language.
Suchnonverbalcuesalsoaid in understandingvhetherthevictim wasin fact genuinelyassaut

edor is lying. Casesof malingeringvictims also exist. For example whena boy andgirl elope
againsttheir parentswishesandarefinally caught,the girl is sentto sucha centreandforcedto

file a police report by her parentsso they can protectthemselvesrom the "shameshe has
broughtuponthefamily.”

Apart from this, the modulesof existingrules(Ministry of Womenand Child Developmentand
Ministry of Health and Family Welfare) are constantlyupdatedand are accessibléo medical
professionalsttendingto victims. Anothervery importantaspecthatis specificto RML is that
here,only a gynecologistcan attendto a victim of sexualassault.n other hospitals,this rule

doesn'tapply;anydoctorcanattendto thevictim.

RML receivesabout5 to 6 casesverymonth,andin rarecaseslO.

Counseling

Therapecrisis centrehasa counselingcentreattachedo it, with 1 to 2 counselorson call on a
daily basis.This counselings doneafterthe medicolegalexamination.

The counselordaveaccesdo all the informationaboutthe victim. Accordingto the counselos
thatthe genderchampionspoketo, boththevictim andherfamily arecounseledAt asecondary
level, it is the counselor'duty to judgeif the caseis fake or real (e.g. victim ran away from
home).One of the counselorsiarratedan incidentabouta lady who traumaticallyrevealedher
experienceof getting rapedthreeto four times. They haveto remainsensitiveto the victim's
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condition; manyvictims areunableto talk aboutthe trainswhile othersjust cry. The counselors
mustremainpatientandyet not pry the victim for information. They mustensurethatthe victim
doesnot internalizethe reasonfor the rape(for example "I wasrapedbecausd wasdisobed
ent"). In caseghatrequirementalstatusexaminationMSE), a psychiatristis consulted.

Many a times, the victim visits the counselorfor multiple sessiondasedon the decisionsof the
court.

Conclusionof findings

Overall, RamManoharLohia'sOne Stop RapeCrisis Centreis very effective. A detailedproce-
dureis laid down andimplementedThe headgynecologistis awareof the entire procedureand
ensurest is carried out smoothly. However,therestill remaina few areaswherefurther im-
provementanbeundertakenFirstly, the signageannouncinghe presencef a rapecrisis centre
within the hospitalwaslimited. Therewerea few printed out signson A4 paperwithin the im-
mediatevicinity of the centre,and apartfrom that therewere two large signs proclaimingthe
presenc®f the centrein front of the door of the rapecrisis centreroomitself, which waslocated
attheendof a corridorthatapparentlydid not seemuchfoot traffic. The hospitalcould certainly
do a betterjob in makingthe centremore accessibleSecondlythe counselorsat the rapecrisis
centredid not conducta menta statusexaminationon the rapevictims, which shouldideally be
essentiawhile seeingany patients.The counselorgresentat the centrealso did not takeup a
proactiverole in recommendindurthertherapyto thevictim in the caseof excessivarauma.
However,barringthesefew limitations, this hospital'scentregivesus hopefor the improvement
anddevelopmenbf morecentredike it.
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CMO explaining medicaland filing procedure

w2
~ Centre

(*Photograph from the report of field visit highlighting an areafor improvement at the
One Stop RapeCrisis Centre at the RML Hospital)
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PHOTOGRAPHIC DOCUMENTATION OF WSC 201 /~18

WSC SpeciallLecture on SexualHarassment
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Observing International Girl Child Day with a Candlelight Vigil on 11th
October 2017
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Programme on Violencein the Home on 6th September2017
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