
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 
 

 

ACTION TAKEN REPORT  

DEPARTMENT OF SOCIOLOGY 

 

 

   In a meeting, the Department has comprehensively analyzed and discussed the data received from the  

   IQAC regarding the feedback from various stakeholders. The ‘self-assessment proforma’ has been used to  

   reflect on the various processes of the Department. We are cognizant of our strengths and shall work to  

   address the challenges that lie ahead.  

 

 

 

 

        

     Dr. Nivedita Ghosh 

    (Teacher-in-charge) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ACTION TAKEN REPORT 

SOCIOLOGY DEPARTMENT 

2015-2020 



 

 

 

Department of Sociology 

Curriculum Enrichment 

 
 

Ms Nivedita Ghosh 

1) Drafted the Ethnographic Filmmaking course 

2) Drafted the Sociology of Media course 
 

3) Drafted the Visual Culture course 

4) Convener for the revision of Political Sociology course 

 

Ms Mahima Varma 
 

1) Overall Convenor of the B.A. Programme Sociology, CBCS-LOCF (Learning Outcome based Curriculum 

Framework) Syllabus Revision 2019 at Dept. of Sociology, University of Delhi, Delhi School of Economics. 

New Delhi-110007. 

2) Revised CBCS Syllabus of the following papers: 
 

(i) Introduction to Sociology –I and II 

(ii) Sociology of Gender (Convenor, later member) 

 

Dr. Anuradha Sharma 
 

1) Sociology of Education 

 

Dr. Amrita Sastry 
 

1) SEC Course- BA program 3rd Semester- Techniques of Social Research 

 

Dr. Jessy. K. Philip 

1) Development theory and Practice 

 

Ms. Anuragini Shreeya 

1. Introduction to Sociology, BA (Programme) 



 
 

 

 

2. Polity and Society in India, BA (Programme) 
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Department of Sociology 

Experiential Learning 

 

As part of their coursework, students undertake ethnographic filmmaking and field-based projects. With 

regards to the former, second year students not only learn how to make short films but also how to 

conduct interviews, build rapport, negotiate permissions, etc. This is a completely hands-on exercise that 

promotes experiential learning and provides field based knowledge to the students. As far as the latter is 

concerned, third year students are taken to the ‘field’ so as to train them into the basics of research 

techniques in sociology and also sensitize them to an array social issues. Over the years the students of 

the department have conducted fieldwork across the length and breadth of the country on a wide variety 

of topics. 

• Some of the students’ films are titled: 

2016-17 
 

1. A class apart 

2. Bringing to life: A Study of Mohalla Clinics 

3. Making ends meet: The Ragpickers of Delhi 
 

 
2017-18 

 

1. My small world: Living with Autism 

2. LGBTQ Experiences: Search for meaning 

3. A Drive to Remember: A Case on Road Safety in Delhi 
 

 
2018-19 

 

1. The male dancers of India 

2. Accessing public spaces: The story of disability 

3. The Tibetan Monks of Delhi 

4. Girls and the PG Experience 
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2019-20 

 

1. Azad Desh Mein Azadi 

2. Automation 

3. Locked 

4. Arth: Rediscovering India 

5. Covid: A Story of Essential Workers 

 

 

• Some of the field-based projects are titled: 

 

 

2015-16 

 
1. Social implications of Delhi Metro: Delhi’s Life Line. 

2. Commodification and Packaging in the city of Banaras 

3. Social Problems of the Aged in the urban city of Delhi 

4. Sociological study of church as an institution 

5. Social construction of ‘self’ in the virtual world 
 
 

2016-17 

 
1. Commodification of Health 

2. Socio-economic effects of Demonetization on SMEs 

3. Luxury Consumerism 

4. Changing Gender Roles 

5. Social Construction of beauty standards for heterosexual men 

6. Understanding Impact of Institutionalization on Socialization and Adjustment of Vulnerable 

Children 

 
 

2017-18 

 
1. Effects of Demonetization on SMEs 

2. Juvenile Justice Board- A study of care and protection of Children 

3. Domestic Technology and homemakers 
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4. Consumer behaviour towards Ayurvedic products and Cosmetics products 

5. The Changing aspirations of the domestic workers in Delhi 
 
 

2018-19 

 
1. Impact Assessment: The Nizamuddin Urban Renewal Initiative 

2. Correlation between the use of Cosmetics and Positive Self-Image 

3. Notions of Masculinity among young adults in Delhi-NCR region 

4. Sanctity of Marriage and Live-in Relationship 

5. 'Nightlife - A Study on the Experiences of Artists Working in Delhi's Music Circuit' 

6. Social Media and its impact on ‘self’ 
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Department of Sociology 

Faculty Research 

 
 

 

• 2019-20 

 
 

Publications 
 
 

Ms. Mahima Varma 

1. Varma, Mahima 2019 Adoptive Motherhood in India: State Intervention for Empowerment and 

Equality in Contemporary Social Sciences Volume 28, No; 3 (July-Sep) ISSN: 0302-9298 

 

 
Ms. Nivedita Ghosh 

1. Ghosh N. (2019) Documentaries and the Development Project: Filmmaking as a Discursive Practice. 

In: Pathak D., Das A. (eds) Investigating Developmentalism. Palgrave Macmillan, Cham Nivedita Ghosh 

(2019). 

2. Social Hierarchies and Technological Practices: The making of Documentary Films in India. 

International Journal of Advance Research, Ideas and Innovations in Technology, 5(3) (Open Access) 

3. Ghosh, N. (2019) 'Sites, Subjects and Permissions: Documentary Filmmaking in India' in The JMC 

Review, Vol III, Pp 74-95. 

 

 
Dr. Renny Thomas 

Journal Articles 

1. Thomas, Renny. 2020. “Brahmins as Scientists and Science as Brahmins’ Calling: Caste in an Indian 

Scientific Research Institute.” Public Understanding of Science (Sage) 29 (3) 306-318. 

2. Thomas, Renny. 2019. “Towards a Postcolonial Sociology? A Conversation with Professor Ari Sitas” 

Transcience: Journal of Global Studies (Humboldt University, Berlin), 10 (1): 61-69. 
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Chapters in Edited Volumes 
 
 

1.Thomas, Renny. 2019 “Rational Believers: Religion, Spirituality and Tradition among Indian Scientists.” 

In Science, Belief and Society: International Perspectives on Religion, Non-Religion and the Public 

Understanding of Science (Eds. Stephen Jones, Tom Kaden and Rebecca Catto). Bristol, UK: Bristol 

University Press, and Chicago: University of Chicago Press, pp.127-146. 

 

 

Book Reviews 
 

1. Thomas, Renny. 2019. Animal Ethos: The Morality of Human-Animal Encounters in Experimental Lab 

Science by Lesley A. Sharp, American Ethnologist (Wiley), 46(4): 536-537. 

2. Thomas, Renny.2019. Science and Religion: An Impossible Dialogue by Yves Gingras, British Journal for 

the History of Science (Cambridge University Press), 52(2):363-364. 

 

 
Popular Writing 

 

1. Opinion: A Quiet Epidemic of Clerical Work is Choking Public Education (with Kiran Keshavamurthy), 

The Wire, 1st Feb 2020. 

2.Opinion: On Caste and Science in India, The Print, 13th March 2020. 
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Dr. Jessy K Philip 

1. ‘Land for dignity’ and struggle for identity: Trends in caste and class relations in a village of south 

India. Journal of Agrarian Change, Forthcoming 

 

 
Ms. Anuragini Shreeya 

1. Shreeya, A. 2019. ‘Mortification of the Self: Revisiting Goffman's Theory of Total Institutions’. 

Understanding Social Issues: Some Reflections, Vol 1, pp 145- 154 ISBN 978-93-88207-44-7 

 

 
Participation of faculty in International and national conferences 

 
 

Ms. Nivedita Ghosh 

“Documentary Filmmaking: towards a Theoretical Understanding”, Paper presented at Visuals in South 

Asia: Decoding debates beyond borders, Organised by Centre for Culture, Media And Governance, JMI, 

28th February, 2020 (International Conference) 

“The Vision of Development in Documentary Filmmaking”, Paper presented at New Quest for Sociology, 

organized by South Asian University, 12th January, 2020. 

“Science: Conversations Across Disciplines”, 7th to 9th November 2019 (Invited Speaker). STS, 

Science(s) and Society, Dept. of Humanities and Social Sciences, Indian Institute of Information 

Technology (IIIT)-Guwahati, Assam (Invited talk), 28th Sept 2019. 

Invited Speaker, Symposium on Academic Writing, Centre for Northeast Studies and Policy Research, 

Jamia Milia Islamia, New Delhi, 12th September 2019.Title of my talk: Critiquing Manuscripts or 

“Reading” Manuscripts. 

Keynote Speaker, National Seminar on Science, Scientism and Human Agency, Department of Sociology, 

Jamia Milia Islamia, New Delhi, 19th March 2019. 
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Ms. Anuragini Shreeya 

5th Annual International Indian Social Science & Humanities Congress, Jadavpur University, 7th 

September, 2019 

 

 
Honours received by faculty members at the international/national level 

 
 

Dr. Renny Thomas 

Member, Social Science Advisory Board, ‘Global Research on the Aesthetic Dimension of Science’, 

Department of Sociology, The Catholic University of America, Washington, DC (2019 onwards) 

 

 
• 2018-19 

 
 

Dr. Amrita Sastry 

Book Review 

1. Sujit Kumar Chattopadhya, Gender Socialization and the Making of Gender in the Indian Context, New 

Delhi, Sage Publication, 2018, Pp-274, ISBN No. 978-93-866-0256-5 (Hardbound)- Accepted by Social 

Change Journal 

Articles 
 

1. ‘Delving deep into the idea of Freedom’- Web Series- Published in The New Leam, 18/08/2018. ISSN 

2. ‘An Ode to the Vocation of Teaching’- Web Series- Published in The New Leam, 05/09/2018. 
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Dr. Renny Thomas 

Chapters in Edited Volumes 

1. 2019 “Rational Believers: Religion, Spirituality and Tradition among Indian Scientists.” In Science, 

Belief and Society: International Perspectives on Religion, Non-Religion and the Public 

Understanding of Science (Eds. Stephen Jones, Tom Kaden and Rebecca Catto). Bristol, UK: Bristol 

University Press, pp.127-146. 

2. 2019.“Science, Religion and Cultural Atheism(s): Ethnography of a Discourse.” In Chronology and 

Events: The Sociological Landscape of Changing Concepts (Essays in Honour of Prof. T K Oommen (Eds. 

Susan Visvanathan and Vineetha Menon).New Delhi: Winshield Press. 

3. 2018 “Narratives in Feminist Sociology of Science: Contextualizing the Experience(s) of Women 

Scientists in India.” In Re-imagining Sociology in India: Feminist Perspectives (Eds. Gita Chadha, and M.T 

Joseph). London: Routledge, pp.316-337. 

Journal Articles 
 

1. 2018. “Beyond Conflict and Complementarity: Science and Religion in Contemporary India.” Science, 

Technology and Society (Sage), 23 (1) 47-64. (citations: 3, google scholar) 

2. 2018 with Robert Geraci. "Religious Rites and Scientific Communities: Ayudha Puja as 'Culture' at the 

Indian Institute of Science." Zygon: Journal of Religion and Science (Wiley) 53 (1): 95-122 (citations: 4, 

google scholar) 

Book Reviews in International Journals 

1. 2019. Science and Religion: An Impossible Dialogue by Yves Gingras, British Journal for the History of 

Science (Cambridge University Press, June issue). 

2. 2018. Being Godless: Ethnographies of Atheism and Non-Religion by Ruy Blanes and Galina Oustinova- 

 
 

Dr. Jessy Philip 
 

1. “Informal Economy and “Emergent Rurality”: Trends in Caste and Class Relations in a Village of South 

India” Journal of Agrarian Change, Forthcoming 
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Ms. Anuragini Shreeya 

1. Shreeya, A. 2018. ‘The Self as an Active Agent: Understanding Goffman’s Theory of Resistance in Total 

Institutions through Life-Histories’. Sociological Bulletin, 67(2), pp 173-187 ISSN 0038-0229 

 
 
 

 
Participation of faculty in International and national conferences 

 
 

Dr. Amrita Sastry 
 

Invited Panelist speaker – National Seminar on ‘Universalization of Secondary Education’ on 14th -15th 

July 2018, Venue- India International Centre, New Delhi. Paper Title: The Power Game 

 
Invited as a Resource Person for Training Workshop on Research Methodology for Social Sciences 

organised by CSD, Lodhi Road, New Delhi- From 10th -21st December 2018. Delivered three lectures on 

Qualitative & Quantitative Research, Content Analysis and Challenges associated with field work (Date- 

12th December & 17th December 2018) 

Invited speaker for a Panel discussion on International Women’s Day - 8th March 2019, at Council for 

Social Development, New Delhi 

Invited as a Speaker & Jury Member for Geographers Youth Conclave at Shaheed Bhagat Singh College 

on 29th -30th March 2019. Theme: Everyday Geographies of Delhi: Theorizing Experiences. 

 
 
 

 
Dr. Renny Thomas 

 

“Autobiographies of Science and Religion” (Invited Speaker), Annual Conference of the International 

Research Network for the Social Scientific Study of Science and Religion, University of Birmingham, UK, 

2-7 July 2019. 

“Wonder at Work: Scientists as magicians of the Laboratory” (Invited Speaker), Symposium on 

Aesthetisation of Sciences, Department of Sociology, Catholic University of America, Washington, 

“Ritualising Technologies: On Ayudha Puja”, Department of Social Anthropology, University of 

Aberdeen, Scotland, UK, on 24th May 2018. 
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“Science, Scientific Method and Rationality: Nehru’s Engagement with Ayurveda”, Department of 

History and Philosophy of Science, University of Cambridge, UK, 17th May 2018. 

“Reading Ayudha Puja: Towards an Anthropology of Technology and Rituals”, Anthropology Research 

Seminar Series, School of History, Anthropology and Politics and Philosophy, Queen’s University, Belfast, 

Northern Ireland, UK, on May 9th 2018. 

“Towards a Rational State: Science, Rationality and Scientific Temper in Postcolonial India”, ‘India Public 

Lecture’, Queens’ University Belfast, Northern Ireland, UK, 24th April 2018. 

Keynote Speaker, Seminar on Science, Scientism and Human Agency, Department of Sociology, Jamia 

Milia Islamia, New Delhi, 19th March 2019. 

“Brahmin (men) as Scientists and Science as Brahmins’ Calling: Caste in an Indian Scientific Research 

Institute, ZHCES, School of Social Sciences, JNU (Weekly Colloquium), 24th October 2018. 

 

 
Ms. Mahima Varma 

Paper titled ‘Family as Perpetrator or Protector? Honour Killings in India’ at the Golden Jubilee 

International Conference titled Empowering Women through Transformative education on October 3 

4th, 2018 at Jesus and Mary College, University of Delhi, New Delhi. 

 
 
 

 

• 2016 -17 

 

 
Faculty Publications 

 

Ms. Amrita Sastry 

1. “The Idea of Deschooling in Contemporary Times: Rediscovering the Path of Hope” in the magazine 

“The New Leam” NOVEMBER-DECEMBER’ 2016 Issue( Vol.2 No.16-17) ISSN: 2455-4936 

 

 
Dr. Anuradha Sharma 

1. Sharma, Anuradha (2016) School Worlds, New Delhi, Sage Publications, ISBN: 9789351509189 
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Dr. Renny Thomas 
 

1. Thomas, Renny (2016) Being Religious, Being Scientific : Science Religion and Atheism in 

Contemporary India, in Yiftach Fehige (ed) Science and Religion: East and West. London: 

Routledge. ISBN: 978113866813-3 

 

2. Thomas, Renny (2016) Towards a Postcolonial Sociology? A Conversation with Professor Ari Sitas, The 

JMC Review: An Interdisciplinary Social Science Journal of Criticism, Practice and Theory, Vol.1. 

3. Thomas, Renny (2017) Atheism and Unbelief among Indian Scientists: Towards an Anthropology of 

Atheism(s), Society and Culture in South Asia ( Sage Publications, London and New Delhi), 3(1):45-67. 

4. Thomas, Renny (2017) Narratives in Feminist Sociology of Science: Contextualizing the Experience(s) 

of Women Scientists in India, in Gita Chadha, and M T Joseph (eds), Re-imagining Sociology in India: 

Feminist Perspectives. London and Delhi: Routledge (forthcoming). 

5. Thomas, Renny (2017) Anthropology of Christmas Markets in Europe: A Preliminary 

Photographic Essay, in Nabanipa Bhattacharjee (ed) Religion and Society. New Delhi: Department of 

Sociology, Sree Venkiteswara College, University of Delhi (forthcoming). 
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Mr. Saumya Malviya 

1. Malviya. Saumya. 2017 ‘Heidegger’s Critique of humanism and some lessons for social Sciences’ The 

New Leam, Vol. May 2017 (forthcoming). 

2. Malviya, Saumya. 2017 ‘Claude Levi Strauss: Ek Aranyik Bechaini’ Pakhi, Vol. May 2017 (forthcoming). 
 
 

Participation of faculty in International and national conferences 
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Dr. Amrita Sastry 

Presented a paper on “Changing gender roles in contemporary times” in an International conference on 

Gender Equality and Women’s Empowerment: Dimensions, Directions and Challenges at Department of 

Sociology, Jai Narayan Vyas University, Jodhpur, Rajasthan held on 25th -26th Nov’2016. 

Invited as the ADVISORY BOARD MEMBER AND Closing Speaker in 2nd ANNUAL INTERNATIONAL 

CONFERENCE ON SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT 2017 at University of Liberal Arts Bangladesh (ULAB), 

Dhaka. 
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Honours received by faculty members at the international/national level 

 
 

Dr. Renny Thomas 

Dr. Renny Thomas, Winner of International Research Grant,American Academy of Religion (AAR), New 

York, USA to work on Ayudha Puja: Machines, Rituals and Religion ( 2016-2017) (First Indian scholar to 

get this particular award from AAR, New York, USA) 

Dr. Renny Thomas, Worked as Peer Reviewer for a Sage Journal of Social Anthropology/ Sociology ( Sage 

Publications: London ) 

Dr. Renny Thomas, Member, Association for the Sociology of Religion, New York,USA (2016-2017) 

Dr. Renny Thomas, Member, South and Southeast Asian Association for the Study of Culture and Religion (part 
of International Association for the History of Religions), 2016-2017. 

Dr. Renny Thomas, Visiting Scholar, Centre for Sociological Research, University of Leuven, Belgium, 

December 2016. 
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• 2015-16 

 
 

Faculty publications 
 
 

Dr. Renny Thomas 
 

1. Thomas, Renny “Being Religious, Being Scientific : Science, Religion and Atheism in 

Contemporary India” in Science and Religion: East and West ed. by Yiftach Fehige, London: Routledge. 

2016 

2. Thomas, Renny “Trauma: A Social Theory” Review Essay in the journal ‘Society and Culture in South 

Asia’ Sage Publishers. January 2015,pp.102-106 

3. Thomas, Renny “Review: Debating the Ancient and Present: A Conversation with Romila Thapar” ( 

written for a general audience. The review appeared in two leading newspapers in South Asia (The Daily 

Star, Bangladesh, 24th August 2015, and in Daily Mirror, Sri Lanka, 7th Sept 

4. “The Dynamics of Power in the Classroom” in The New Leaf , Vol.1 No.5, october 2015 
 
 

Forthcoming: 

1. Sharma, Anuradha, School Worlds: An Ethnographic Study, New Delhi: Sage (In Press) 

2. Thomas, Renny, “Narratives in Feminist Sociology of Science: Contextualizing The Experience(s) of 

Women Scientists in India” in Sociology and Feminism in India ed. Gita Chadha. New Delhi/London: 

Routledge (in press) 

3. Thomas, Renny, “Science and Religion: Ethnography of a Debate" in Institutions, Adaptation and 

Change: Essays for T.K.Oommen ed. Susan Visvanathan and Vineetha Menon. New Delhi: Routledge (In 

press) 

4. Thomas, Renny, “Towards a Postcolonial Sociology”? : An Interview with Ari Sitas” in the Journal The 

JMC Review: An International Social Science Journal of Theory, Criticism and Practice (June 2016). 

5. Thomas, Renny, “Beyond Conflict and Complementarity: Reading ‘Science and Religion’ in 

India”, NMML Occasional paper series, Nehru Memorial Museum and Library (NMML),New Delhi ( 

forthcoming 2016) 



14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

6. Thomas, Renny, “Religious Rites and Scientific Practice: Ayudha Puja as “Culture” in Indian 

Laboratories and Industry ( journal article, co written with Robert Geraci, in press, waiting for the 

comments) 

 

 
Participation of faculty in International and national conferences 
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Department of Sociology 

Intra-Inter Department and College Collaboration 
 

 
The department conducts several competitions and events on a regular basis both within and across 

departments in college. Student centric activities are a strong point of our department. We encourage 

and organize events that cater to a wide range of student enriching experiences and events. Some such 

activities are – the freshers’ debate, the M.N. Srinivas Declamation, Department festival, Cinema outing, 

picnics, reflexive assemblies, etc. Inter-college events are held from time-to-time wherein students from 

other colleges actively participate. The department’s annual festival, Carpe Diem, receives enthusiastic 

participation from students across Delhi University colleges. 

Scholars from various institutions and academic bodies are also regularly invited to interact with students 

and faculty of the department. These talks and lectures are open to other departments, as well, and often 

witness active inter-department participation. 

 

 
Pictures and posters of some of these events: 

 
 

2016-17 
 
 
 

 

Poster for M.N. Srinivas Declamation Poster for Film Screening 
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Release of the department magazine, Meraki Faculty with guest speaker 
 
 
 
 
 

Department Board 
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Alumnae Meet 

 

Department Picnic 



4  

 

 

 

 

2017-18 
 

 
Poster for Carpe Diem 

 

 

Installation by students 
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Freshers’ Debate 
 
 

 
 2018-19 

 

 

Poster for Department’s Festival, Carpe Diem Talk by Dr. Zarina Bhatty 
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Concept Note for Carpe Diem 2018 

The Department of Sociology, Jesus and Mary College is hosting its annual festival, Carpe Diem on 

Thursday, 11th October, 2018. The theme for the festival this year is ‘Ways of Gendering: Critical 

Perspectives on Empowerment’. Through this theme, we intend to engage with gender empowerment as 

a discursive category, with the broad aim to deconstruct its understanding as it exists at the level of 

common-sense, as well as at the level of traditional academic discourses. We wish to problematize the 

common and usual ways of defining empowerment by questioning aspects that are popularly considered 

empowering. In this endeavor what would become pertinent is not just enquiring into what 

empowerment constitutes, but also what it perhaps does not. Through sub-themes such as religion and 

identity, feminism and femininity, abuse, gender and aesthetics, and an array of events around these 

themes, we wish to draw attention to alternative understanding of empowerment in the sense it has 

traditionally not been understood. This alternative understanding would do more than just offer a few 

answers about what empowerment is; it would perhaps leave us with questions that offer further 

opportunities to explore and develop a more critical and holistic understanding of gender and 

empowerment. 

 

Rangoli made by students Installation by students 
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Online Photography Competition Inter-college Poetry Competition 
 
 
 
 

Release of the department magazine, Meraki In-house play by the students of the department 
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In-house play by the students of the department Turn-coat debate competition 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Freshers’ Debate 
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EVENTS (July 2018-November 2018) 
 

1. Special Lecture 

Speaker: Prof. Margaret Abraham 

Professor of Sociology 

Hofstra University, New York. U.S.A. 

Topic: Making a Difference: Sociology and Social Justice 

Date: 27th August 2018 

 
2. Fresher’s Debate organised by Dept. of Sociology for students for Sociology from Honours as 

well as B.A. Program courses. 

Date: 30th August 2018 

Two topics were given to the participants to choose from: 
 

a) “This House believes that India, as a developing country, should take in refugees from 

neighbouring countries.” 

b) “This House believes that same sex parents should be allowed to adopt.” 

 
3. Inaugural Talk 

Date: 13th September 2018 

Speaker: Prof. Maitrayee Chaudhuri 

Professor, Centre for the Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

Topic: Sociology, Self and Society 

 
4. Talk 

Speaker: Prof. V. Sujatha 

Centre for the Study of Social Systems, School of Social Sciences 

Jawaharlal Nehru University, New Delhi 

Date: 17th September 2018 

Topic: Why Numbers Cannot Say Everything: Cross Cultural perspectives on Economic Growth 

and Health Transition 

 
5. Sociology Dept. Annual Festival Carpediem 2018 

Date: 11th October 2018 

Theme: ‘Ways of Gendering: Critical Perspectives on Empowerment’. 

Events: 

a) Talk By Zarina Bhatty 

The Sociology Department of Jesus and Mary College invited Zarina Bhatty to give a talk on  
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‘ 

 

From Purdah to Picadilly: A Muslim Woman’s Struggle for Identity’, which is an 

autobiography that showcases Bhatty’s journey through constraints of gender, culture, 

religion and society, from inside the Zenana to the forefront of the movement for women’s 

empowerment in India. She outlines her journey through life and self-discovery through 
experiences of family, marriage, education and work within larger society. 

Zarina Bhatty is former President of the Indian Association for Women’s Studies, and of the Young 
Women’s Christian Association, New Delhi. She has worked extensively on the issues faced by 
Indian Muslim Women, and women in the unorganized sector. She studied Sociology and 
Political Science at the London School of Economics and went on to work as a Gender Specialist with 
USAID, IFAD and IDB. She has also taught at Jesus and Mary College, University of Delhi. Her work 
has been path-breaking and she has garnered considerable recognition, and has been the 
recipient of a number of awards. 

 
b) Turn-Coat Debate: Tark-Vitark 

Keeping in mind the overall theme of the fest, the topic of the turncoat debate competition 

was ‘Feminism and Femininity’. The motion for the debate was given to the participants thirty 

minutes prior to the commencement of the event. 

The event was governed by the following rules: 

1. The total duration of speaking was limited to four minutes for each speaker. 

2. Each speaker had to change their stance at the moment alerted by a bell struck two 

minutes into their speech. 

3. On account of exceeding the time limit, negative marks were allotted. 

The debate was bilingual i.e. use of both Hindi and English was allowed. 

For purpose of intellectual and detailed judgment of the participants the Department of 

Sociology with guidance of the English Debating Society constructed a panel of judges 

incorporating faculty of the various departments of Jesus and Mary College. 

There were in total four judges. Lavanya ma'am from the Department of Economics, Sandhya 

Nambiar and Ishita Singh from the English Department and Amita Tiwari from the Department 

of Hindi. 

The two participants awarded who were ranked first were Nitish Kr. Pandey from Sri 

Aurobindo College and Arjun Sharma from Sri Venkateswara College. The two participants to 

win the Second position were Jagrit Chauhan, Sri Venkateswara College and Antara Rao from 

Jesus and Mary College. Shaina Jain of Satyawati College received a special mention from the 

judges of the debate. The winners were given cash prizes and certificates of participation. 
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c) Slam Poetry: Jazbaat 

The Department also organised a Slam Poetry Competition, which took place in the Seminar 

Room from noon till 2pm, on the topic 'Abuse' where young poets from different schools and 

colleges whose poems were shortlisted were given an opportunity to orate their ideas and 

interpretations. A time limit of 5 minutes was given to present either English or Hindi poems. 

The theme 'Abuse' may direct one's attention towards the commonsensical notion of a 

woman being abused. However, what delighted the judges Mr. Jobin and Ms. Aneesha, from 

the English Department of Jesus & Mary College, were the nuances present in the participants 

poems. The students went beyond the everyday parlance in which abuse is used to talk about 

the emotional abuse that a parent's 'love' overshadows or the abhorrent details of physical 

abuse that a small boy faces in the hands of his uncle or simply using an inanimate object such 

as a bus to describe the feelings of every individual when Nirbhaya was gangraped on a 

moving bus. A total of fifteen impactful poems were showcased amongst an audience of thirty 

people, leaving them with a thousand thoughts. 

 
Out of the 15 participants, the first position was awarded to Rajat Sood, a student of Delhi 

Technological University, the second position to Manavi Chauhan and the third position with 

to Meenakshi Acharya, both belonging to colleges of Delhi University. There were two 

honourable mentions for Anshika and Akanksha for presenting beautiful poems through their 

great oratory skills. The winners were given cash prizes and certificates. 

 

d) Photography Competition: Ullas-Tration 

An online photography competition was also organised with the theme ‘GENDER AND 

AESTHETICS’, which was held in the Multi-Purpose Hall from 12:45 onwards. All the Students 

from various colleges and universities in Delhi/ NCR were eligible to participate. Students 

interested were supposed to give their photographs a week prior to the day of the 

competition, out of which, few participants were selected for the final round that took place 

on 11th October, 2018. In this round, each participant was given an opportunity to give a 

presentation of their respective photographs (that were displayed on the screen) where they 

had to give a brief description about their respective photographs. After the presentation, 

they were asked few questions on it, resulting into an interactive session. The grounds for 

judgement were: technicalities and style of presentation. And, the presentation was bilingual 

(in English as well as Hindi). There was no time limit given. 

Mr. Musaf Alim was invited to judge the event. He has started his career as a fashion 

photographer and is currently working in a charitable organization and is a fashion journalist. 

The first position was bagged by Sukanya Hari; the second by Sarthak Ahuja from Kirori Mal 

College; the third by Arziz Borah from Kirori Mal College. There was also a consolation prize 

which was awarded to Aditya Rao from ‘Sri Venkateswara College’. All the winners were given  
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cash prizes along with certificates. 

 

 

e)  IN-HOUSE PLAY titled ‘Painting Chaos with Shades of Love’ written, directed and performed 

by students of Sociology honours, including students of all three years. 

 
f) Contemporary Fusion Dance Choreographed and Performed by students of first, second and 

third years 

 
g) Poetry recitation on the theme of the festival by Pragati Gupta of Sociology (Hons.) First Year. 

 

 
EVENTS (January – May 2019) 

 
1. Talk: Climate Change 

 

Speaker : Anjana Mehta 

Date: 6th February 2019 

Time: 1 PM 

Venue: MPH 

 
2. Sports Day March Past by Sociology Squad 

Date: 7th March 2019 

 
3. Ethnographic Films: Student Presentations 

Venue: Language Hall, Library Building, JMC 

 
4. Farewell for Third Year Students 

Date: 24th April 2019 

Venue: 407 
 

 

 



 

 
 
 
 

 

Department of Sociology 

Student Participation in Co-curricular Activities 
 

Students in the department who participated in extra-mural, co-curricular activities within and outside college (2018-19): 
 
 
 

NAME OF STUDENT PROGRAMME AWARD (IF 

ANY) 

VENUE DATE 

Srisha Sarkar Western Music Competitions 

(Acapella) 

1st AIIMS 20th September, 2018 

  1st IIT, Delhi 13th October, 2018 

  1st IIIT, Delhi 19th January, 2019 

  1st LSR 3rd February. 2019 

  1st Dyal Singh College (E) 13th February, 2019 

  1st Dyal Singh College (M) 13th March, 2019 

  1st Miranda House 16th February, 2019 

  1st Delhi Technological University 17th February, 2019 

  1st St. Stephen's Colege 19th February, 2019 

  1st Ambedkar University 27th February, 2019 

  1st Kirori Mal College 1st March, 2019 

  1st Pearl Academy 2nd March, 2019 

  1st DCAC 7th March, 2019 

  1st Hansraj College 10th March, 2019 

  1st Sri Venkateswara College 12th March, 2019 

  1st Kamala Nehru College 14th March, 2019 

  2nd Gargi 30th January. 2019 



 

 

  2nd College of Vocational Studies 28th February, 2019 

  2nd Motilal Nehru College 2nd March, 2019 

  2nd SSCBS 6th March, 2019 

  2nd Global Music Institute 9th March, 2019 

  3rd Ramjas 23rd February, 2019 

  3rd IPCW 26th February, 2019 

  3rd SRCC 7th March, 2019 

  3rd Hindu 15th March, 2019 

   Shiv Nadar University 10th February, 2019 

 Society event- Madrigal 

(Montage) 

 JMC 15th February, 2019 

 Independence Day  JMC 14th August, 2018 

 PTSA  JMC 15th September, 2018 

 Golden Jubilee  JMC 5th October, 2018 

 College Farewell  JMC 24th April, 2019 

     

Sunaina Goldsmith Golden Jubilee (as part of Ethnic 

8) 

 JMC 5th October, 2018 

 Octet'19- Society event (Ethnic 8)  JMC 12th March, 2019 

Mallika Ghoshal Farewell  JMC  

 Department fest.  JMC  

     

Ananya Kaushal Writestary 2.0 1st JMC 26th September 2018 

 Expressions 3rd Maitreyi 12th March 2019 

Sharmee Godhulika NSS  JMC  

 CRY Leadership program  JMC  

 Fines Arts Society  JMC  



 

 

Kaavya Bajaj Kahkasha Hindi Dramatics society 

(street play) 

3rd Janki Devi Memorial College 8th Jan, 2019 

  3rd Lady Irwin College 12th February, 2019 

  Special 

mention 

Rashtriya Kala Manch 23rd January, 2019 

  Special 

mention 

Daulat Ram College 27th March, 2019 

  1st BPIT 28th March, 2019 

  2nd Hindu College 15th March, 2019 

  1st Institute of Home Economics 6th March, 2019 

  Best Music 

Direction 

Acharya NarendraDev college 1st March, 2019 

  2nd Motilal Nehru College 1st March, 2019 

  2nd Zakhir Hussain College 27th February, 2019 

  2nd IINTM 27th February, 2019 

  1st Satyawati College 26th February, 2019 

  2nd New Delhi Institute Of 

Management 

21st February, 2019 

  1st Aryabhatta college 20th February, 2019 

  2nd PIET 9th February, 2019 

  1st IMI 2nd February, 2019 

  2nd IGDTUW 1st February, 2019 

  1st Goonj- IHE 1st February, 2019 

  2nd Rukmani Devi Institute 27th January, 2019 

  1st IIFT 26th January, 2019 

  Special 

mention 

ARSD 19th January, 2019 

  2nd IIIT 19th January, 2019 

   Deshbandhu College  

   KMV  



 

 

   FIIB  

   ST. Stephen's  

 College farewell  JMC 24th April, 2019 

 Society event Aawaz (montage)  JMC 16th February, 2019 

   National School of Drama 2-Mar-19 

   Jamia Milia Islamia 6th March, 2019 

   SRCC 10th march, 2019 

   LSR 22nd march, 2019 

   Vishwavidalaya metro station 25th march, 2019 

   Rajiv Chowk 20th february, 2019 

   Dilli Haat 14-Feb-19 

   JMC College performance 21st march, 2019 

Nancy Jijo Department Fest (Carpe Diem)  JMC 11Oct 2018 

Anika Massey Department Fest ( Carpe Diem)  JMC 11Oct 2018 

Veronica Dcruz Department Fest ( Carpe Diem)  JMC 11Oct 2018 

Antara Narain Department Fest (Carpe Diem)  JMC 11Oct 2018 

 NSS  JMC  

Sakshi Gaur Department Fest (Carpe Diem)  JMC 11Oct 2018 

 NSS  JMC  

Simran Yadav Department Fest (Carpe Diem)  JMC  

Ishita Dhir Troubadours ( English Theatre 

Society) 

 St. Stephens College 30th January 2019 

   St. Xaviers College, Jaipur 3rd February 2019 

 Stagecraft - Society Event ( 

Montage ) 

 JMC 15th February 2019 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


