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Separating the People from their Republic

By Manjiri Nene

The People’s Republic of China is a nation that is quickly catching up with First world in the 21st

century, with sprawling metropolises and a booming economy . The PRC, equipped with1

propaganda tools such as state sponsored cultural festivals, a biased and censored media, state
sponsored and military parades among others, indoctrinates its citizens.

A cursory glance at the wings of these pompous and energetic productions reveals the
opportunity cost of the perceived unity and harmony of the republic. There exists a limit to the
propaganda: a point at which it is weaponized by the state in deviant ways. Under the
communist regime, especially since Xi Jinping took over , the liberties of individuals have been2

sacrificed routinely for a utopian imagination of the nation. These concerns stem from the
skewed communist understanding of homogeneity. Identities within or beyond the ones
permitted by the central authority are seen as threats. If an individual does not conform to the
ideal form, they are removed from the Chinese communist dream.

The People’s Republic of China has made continuous efforts to rid its citizens of individual
identity. Originally focusing on weeding out landlords and other bourgeoisies, the PRC also
launched the famous Cultural Revolution and other such “revolutions” to eliminate political
and social opposition.The Chinese culture, as propagated by the CCP, is an exhibition of the
majority Han Chinese culture. All deviators are viewed as heretics.This begs the question, how
can a government prove that it is backed by the people’s will, when the people have no will of
their own?

The latest targets of this enforced homogeneity are the Uyghur Muslims of Xinjiang province,
who have a complex history. Although they share the name of ancient Buddhist Mongolian
tribes, their similarities are few and far between. Due to their continuous interaction with
other Mongol and central-Asian tribes, under Chagatai Khan’s rule, the Uyghurs were
Islamized and gained many phenotypically Caucasian features.3

3Finnegan, Ciara. 2020. "The Uyghur Minority in China: A Case Study of Cultural Genocide, Minority Rights and the
Insufficiency of the International Legal Framework in Preventing State-Imposed Extinction" Laws 9, no. 1: 1.
https://doi.org/10.3390/laws9010001

2Shirk, Susan L. “China in Xi’s ‘New Era’: The Return to Personalistic Rule.” Journal of Democracy 29, no. 2 (2018):
22–36.

1Centre for Economic and Business Research (CEBR), “World Economic League Table 2021”, December 2020,
Accessed January 17 2021, https://cebr.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WELT-2021-final-23.12.pdf

https://cebr.com/wp-content/uploads/2020/12/WELT-2021-final-23.12.pdf
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Despite these apparent differences, the Uyghurs and Han Chinese have had a historically
amicable relationship due to the constant external threats. This relationship took a sharp turn4

with the beginning of the Sino-Soviet competition. Russia aided the promulgation of an
independent identity of this group by making the old identity a mainstream one. This was
succeeded by Uyghur secessionist movements where the Soviet and Xinjiang clique fought
against the Chinese nationalists. These conflicts continued till the 1940s, which became the
underpinning to the PRC’s prejudice against the Uyghurs. A spike in secessionist movements
was encountered in this region in the late 2010s which inadvertently kickstarted the
“re-education” program. Many reports suggest that these re-education camps are the
epicenter of the biggest genocide in modern history since the Holocaust. Chinese nationals
who have escaped these camps claim that the inmates are regularly tortured, given little food
and even that their organs are harvested. An expose by the New York Times of the notices
circulated by the Chinese government shows an even harsher reality of how the government is
propagating systematic violence against this minority group.5

An extent of this chilling circumstance is the condition of those Uyghur Muslims who continue
to remain “freely” in Xinjiang province. Their reality is limited to small isolated boroughs as
the Han Chinese begin to settle in their region, being constantly surveilled by the multiple
cameras that have been positioned in every public place. Any action deemed as a “threat to the
social fabric of China”, including practicing their religion, having knowledge of the Quran,
speaking in a language other than Mandarin, can mean the end of this limited freedom for the
Uyghur Muslims. Xinjiang has thus become the test-bed for the surveillance mechanisms of
the central government. The cameras can track individuals across cities and sometimes even
provinces. More than 50,00,000 face scans of Uyghur Muslims have been conducted, which is
officially called the “minority identification” policy. Claims have also been made that any travel6

or gathering of Uyghur Muslims is identified by this sea of surveillance units, which alert the
police. This repressive and authoritarian policy has been in some way justified by the central
government as a re-education of those individuals who wish to separate themselves from the
republic.

This additional dimension of constant surveillance has far-reaching consequences for the
Chinese and Hong Kong citizens.

The Chinese government has had plans to harness the technological advances made by
Chinese entrepreneurs and incorporate them into its surveillance programs. Surveillance
began as a powerful tool of suppression during Mao’s rule, conducted by members of the
government to keep a check on those individuals who wanted to become separate from the
Chinese republic.

6P. Mozur. “One Month, 500,000 Face Scans: How China Is Using A.I. to Profile a Minority”. New York Times. (2019)

5A. Ramzy, C. Buckley. “‘Absolutely No Mercy’: Leaked Files Expose How China Organized Mass Detentions of
Muslims”. The New York Times. (2019)

4Gernet, Jacques., GERNET, JACQUES AUTOR., Anchen, Nick., Clifford, Norman., Ulm, John. A history of Chinese
civilization. Brazil: Cambridge University Press, 1996.
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With the technological advances made at the turn of the century, cameras and other machines
have taken the place of individuals. The crown jewel of this operation is the “Social Credit
Scheme(SCS)”, which has been considered dystopian by many public policy analysts. This
policy was unveiled in 2014, with parts of it already functional. As discussed early, camera
surveillance and wire-tapping are used frequently in China. The government plans on
integrating the data captured by such cameras with its existing financial, internet and social
records. This program allows the Chinese government to entirely disrupt any semblance of
privacy for a Chinese citizen. This program serves to benefit only those who are the financial
and political elite of China. Others face restrictions such as travel bans, unemployment,
eviction, lack of school choices for children and higher taxes for having a low social credit
score. Much like the surveillance of the Uyghurs, the criteria for social credit seems very
whimsical. Activities which are considered negative can result in the real-time reduction of
social credit, which will justify any curtailing of individual rights. The crux of this matter then
lies in what can be considered an unfavorable activity. Although envisioned as a single credit
system to be used across the nation, its reality is more complicated. Some aspects of the
limitation on individual actions have already been implemented. The Supreme People’s Court
of China has published a list of “Dishonest Persons Subject to Enforcement”, colloquially called
the ‘blacklist.’ The individuals under this list are usually whistleblowers, unbiased journalists
and other such people. An important individual in this list is Lui Hu, who has been arrested,
fined and blacklisted for his reports on the corruption and censorship that has proliferated
under the communist government’s rule. Having been blacklisted, Liu’s reality is that he is no
longer “qualified” to purchase an airplane ticket, to travel by certain train lines or even to take
out a loan.7

The credit system varies in different contexts. Activities in the public place within your
province come under the jurisdiction of both the central government and the provincial
authority, whose directives on Social Credit can differ. Activities on the internet are then to be
scrutinized by private entities. This results in the conflation of real-time changes in the credit
of an individual. As most tech giants generalize the use of algorithms and robots in their
processes, a very real possibility emerges that the score of an individual could deviate
exponentially due to a small action. A chilling detail of this credit system which furthers the
destruction of privacy for a regular Chinese citizen, is the tie-up between dating sites and
credit systems. Through tie-ups between private credit pilots such as Sesame credit and Baihe
(a dating site), potential partners can view each other’s social credit. Of course, in light of the
documents published by the Chinese government that the social credit of all individuals will be
open to the public, the above stated problem seems very minimal.
Once this system is open to public access, it will lead to a downward spiral for those
individuals with lesser resources. Poorer individuals who are more likely to default on fines
and other payments, will face further challenges in achieving other forms of success, leading
to a negative spiral. On the other hand, the political and economic elite of China will have to
face little to no problems. As part of the party or the bureaucracy, higher points will be

7N.Kobie, “The complicated truth about China's social credit system”. Wired. (2019)
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guaranteed to such individuals. Being from a safer economic position will imply that they will
be less likely to face any consequences for short-term defaults unlike their poorer
contemporaries, by virtue of their already high social credit score.

An important facet of this surveillance regime is the technological monopoly of the Chinese
government. Reports regularly surface claiming that Chinese entrepreneurs are often
blackmailed, threatened and even kidnapped by the government to do their bidding. China
also has a series of wide-ranging internet laws under which companies are expected to
hand-over the data they have collected to the Chinese government. This adds an even more
confusing dimension to the overarching threat of the Social Credit system, where the same
activities which were being scrutinized by the private firms is now also under the central
government’s jurisdiction.

If this situation does not seem threatening enough, the real time execution of this policy,
combined with the draconian laws implemented in Hong Kong drives home the point that with
the implementation of the Social credit system, any action or non-action of a Chinese
individual could be generalized as the will of the central government, because any deviation
will be unwise and dangerous for the individual and everyone associated with them. A vast
network of cameras and audio-devices, similar to the one being proposed under the SCS was
also used to suppress the protests in Hong Kong. Videos from these protests were published by
several new agencies, showing the ingenious ways in which the protesters ensured their
anonymity. A core problem that the Hong Kong protestors faced during this period was the
National Security Law, passed on the eve of the 23rd anniversary of Hong Kong’s handover to
China. This law gave the Chinese government unrestrained power over Hong Kong, to curtail
protests and the freedom of speech. The law defined terrorism as any act ranging from
destruction of public transport to public protests and even any perceived harm to the general
public. Under this law, terrorism, collusion and secessionist tendencies would be punishable
by a life sentence in prison. Over the past year, the implementation of this law has led to the
erosion of the judiciary’s independence in Hong Kong, the arrest of 53 activists and the
unnecessary use of violent force against citizens of Hong Kong. 8

With this deeper understanding of the oppression of multiplicity and diversity under the
communist regime, one can postulate that the social credit system is not a program meant to
make life easier for the citizens of China, rather it is the next tool of propaganda to increase
and further delimit the power of the Communist party in China. Introducing this multifaceted
record keeping allows the government to gain both social and economic power. This becomes
even more important for the government as it seeks to regulate the opening up of its markets
and society. This power struggle is essentially a zero-sum game. When the government
controls every aspect of the nation, public and private, the people have to let go of their
control of their own lives. This inevitably promotes an alienation of the people from their
nation, which is used as an excuse for persecution. In this infinite power struggle, the isolation

8I. Marlow, N. Lung, A. Liu. “Hong Kong Police Arrest 53, Including U.S. Citizen, in Massive National Security Law
Sweep”. Time. (2021)
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of the people will become a given variable. Proof of this lies in the course of communist China’s
history. Social and economic divisions have existed within the communist nation for years.
These have also been basis of discrimination. The expected separation of people from the
republic is both an end in itself and the means to an end.The end is the creation of a
homogenous society, which is a flimsy and unrealistic mirage. Within the majority Han
Chinese also there exist multiple complex and intersectional identities. If the Chinese
government maintains their fight against diversity, they will be left with a handful of
individuals who prescribe to this identity of a “true Chinese citizen” and the responsibility to
enforce this utopian label on all other citizens of their nation at the expense of their rights.
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Culmination of rising Farmer distress: Farmers Suicide and Human Rights

Rajshree

Introduction

“Agriculture is the noose around our necks.”

The National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) defines a farmer as, “someone who owns and
works on the field as well as those who employs/hires workers for fieldwork/farming activities.
It excludes agricultural labourers.” The share of the Gross Value Added (GVA) pertaining to9

agriculture and allied activities to the total economy was 17.1 per cent in the financial year
2019-2020. While, 54.6 percent of the Indian workforce is engaged in agriculture, engulfing 11810

million farmers and 144 million agricultural labourers.11

As of 2019, 10,281 farmers committed suicide as per the National Criminal Records Bureau
(NCRB), which is 7.4 per cent of the total suicides in the country. From 2001 to 2011,12

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Madhya Pradesh accounted for
nearly two-thirds of the farm suicides in the country. On the other hand, Bihar, Orissa and13

West Bengal have very low suicide rates. Studies and researches have shown that the growing
agrarian distress linked to declining farm income, repeated crop failure, insufficient
institutional support, the decline in the availability of credit, indebtedness, unemployment
leads to farmer suicide. Does it point to the need for the greater intervention of the state in
order to reduce the distress of the farmers?

Numerous policies are launched every year to bring down this distress. Though some farmers
are able to exploit them, there remain many who are unaware of such measures. It is argued
that though the rights-based approach has worked well in certain sectors (like education), the
farming sector can too be transformed, with the application of the same.

The following article is divided into three sections – the first section reviews the farmer
suicides in India from 2001 to 2018, the second section analyses the factors underlying distress,

13 Nagaraj, K., P. Sainath, R. Rukmani, and R. Gopinath. "Farmers’ suicides in India: Magnitudes, trends, and spatial
patterns, 1997-2012." Rev Agrar Stud 4, no. 2 (2014): 53-83.

12 National Crime Records Bureau (NCRB) Accidental Deaths and Suicides, Ministry of Home Affairs, New Delhi

11 Government of India ,Agricultural Statistics at a Glance 2016. Ministry of Agriculture and Farmers’ Welfare,
Department of Agriculture, Cooperation & Farmers Welfare, Directorate of Economics and Statistics, New Delhi,
2016

10National Accounts Statistics, Central Statistical Organisation, Government of India, 2020
https://www.nddb.coop/sites/default/files/statistics/GDP-ENG-2020.pdf

9 NCRB, “Farmer Suicides In India”, 2014

https://www.nddb.coop/sites/default/files/statistics/GDP-ENG-2020.pdf
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and the third section argues for the need of a rights-based approach to reduce farmer’s
distress.

Farmer Suicides in India- A review

Nagaraj et al. (2014) divide India into four groups of states.14

The first group includes Maharashtra, Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Chhattisgarh and Madhya
Pradesh while the group two consists of Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Goa, Pondicherry, West Bengal
and Tripura. The data from both these groups depict the highest rates of farm suicide in the
country which was 29 per cent and 23 per cent in the years 2001 and 2011 respectively. Pockets,
where the rates have been the highest and most acute, include Vidarbha region in
Maharashtra, the Deccan in Karnataka, Telangana and Rayalaseema region in Andhra Pradesh
which are all semi-arid, poor regions of the heartland of India. Suicides have been the lowest
in group 3 and group 4 which include Assam, Gujarat, Haryana, Orissa and Bihar, Uttar
Pradesh, Rajasthan, Himachal Pradesh.

A mint research study based on NCRB data, 2018 underlined Maharashtra, Karnataka, Kerala,15

Telangana, Andhra Pradesh, Mizoram, Sikkim and Punjab as the states with highest rates of
suicides i.e. ‘6 and above’ per 1,00,000 population.

Factors Underlying Distress- A Descriptive Analysis

The National Crime Records Bureau in its publication, “Accidental Deaths and Suicides in India”
ascertains 26 causes of a “general” suicide. This includes a sudden change in economic status
(bankruptcy), illicit relations, non-settlement of marriage, illnesses (paralysis, cancer,
AIDS/STD, insanity, etc.), divorce, dowry dispute, death of a person, drug abuse, failure in
examination, family problems, fall in social reputation, physical abuse, property disputes,
unemployment, causes not known and other reasons. The farmer’s distress, which in turn,
culminates in suicide, engulfs various social, political, economic, environmental and individual
factors.

Integration of agriculture into the world market , increasing cost of production , insufficient16 17

institutional support, and decline in the availability of credit, a decline in wages, growing
indebtedness and unemployment, frequent loss of production are some reasons for the same.18

18 Patnaik, Dev, Sharma (2004) as cited in "Suicides and the making of India's agrarian distress." South African
Review of Sociology 40, no. 1 (2009): 94-108

17 Vyas (2004) as cited in Vasavi, Aninhalli R. "Suicides and the making of India's agrarian distress." South African
Review of Sociology 40, no. 1 (2009): 94-108

16 Shiva and Jafri (1998) as cited in Vasavi, Aninhalli R. "Suicides and the making of India's agrarian distress." South
African Review of Sociology 40, no. 1 (2009): 94-108

15 Padmanabhan, Vishnu; Dantewadia, Pooja,’ “The geography of farmer’s suicide”, Mint, 2020
https://www.livemint.com/news/india/the-geography-of-farmer-suicides-11579108457012.html

14 ibid

https://www.livemint.com/news/india/the-geography-of-farmer-suicides-11579108457012.html
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With the opening of the economy and growth of liberalization, the resources and funds are
being channelled to the ‘deserving’ user. The banks try to reach the affluent zones and thus
“skim the cream”, leaving behind the poorer regions to fend for themselves. As a result, the
competition amongst the banks has increased, and with the growth of the industrial and
service sector, the agriculture sector has become less attractive in nature. Thus, the bank
lending to agriculture has also reduced over the years. As the liberal reforms took a flight, the
GDP contribution of agriculture decreased from 40 % of the 1960s to 25 % in the 1990s to 15% in
the 2000s. It has become a less attractive option to invest in. Farmers suicides are higher in
the regions where the competition amongst the banks has resulted in reduced loan lending. 19

Lack of knowledge is another important reason for the increase in the farmer’s distress. With20

the advent of the Green Revolution, the methods of farming have transformed with an
extensive use of Hybrid seeds, use of fertilisers and pesticides. Toxic Links Report (2002)
manifests unsafe ways in which pesticides are applied leading to health hazards and deaths.
Not having proper knowledge of how to use such chemicals has also led to increasing debts
amongst the farmers. Ergo, despite periods of strong growth, Indian agriculture has seen low
productivity.

50% of farmers do not have access to information. Small and marginal farmers are unable to21

access information that can help increase the yield and bring in better prices. The benefits of
ICT remain unevenly distributed. Not only this, access to Kendra Vigyan Kendras (KVK) is very
limited and is highly dependent on formal credit access, education level, household size, age,
and land size. This shows the dire need for an increase in rural financial markets and literacy
amongst the farmers. 22

An agricultural review by the Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development
(OECD) and Indian Council of Research on International Economic Relations (ICRIER) has
unveiled that the share of the gross farm receipts averaged -6.2% in the year 2014-16. The
average figure of -6.2% (INR -1,643 billion) consists of two major components. First, the
budgetary payments of input subsidies of 6.9% (INR 1,814 billion) of gross farm receipts and
two, the market price support equivalent to -13.1% of gross farm receipts (INR -3,458 billion).
While the first component is positive support, the second is negative support. The negative

22International Food Policy Research Institute, “The impact of India’s farm science sectors (KVK) on farmers
household economic welfare: Evidence from national farmers survey”, 2019
https://doi.org/10.2499/p15738coll2.133226

21 NSSO, 2005

20 Vasavi, Aninhalli R. "Suicides and the making of India's agrarian distress." South African Review of Sociology 40,
no. 1 (2009): 94-108

19 Kennedy, Jonathan, and Lawrence King. "The political economy of farmers’ suicides in India: indebted cash-crop
farmers with marginal landholdings explain state-level variation in suicide rates." Globalization and health 10, no. 1
(2014): 16.

https://doi.org/10.2499/p15738coll2.133226
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price support not only taxes producers but also discourages them to produce crops as per the
population demand.23

As mentioned earlier, the semi-arid zones of group 1 and 2 states constitute the pockets of
acute cases of farmer suicides. Behere and Behere (2008) point to lack of social support in
infrastructure, uncertainty in farming, lack of farm credit, increasing cost of cultivation,
political callousness as the factors related to farmer’s distress in the Vidarbha region of
Maharashtra. Prasad et al. found chronic stress in almost all subjects in rural south India.24 25

Sadanandan attributes farmer suicides in the state of Andhra Pradesh, Karnataka,
Chhattisgarh, Kerala, Maharashtra, to debts and credit crunches. In the case of Amravati and26

Yavatmal districts of Maharashtra, Mohanty ascribes indebtedness and decreasing farm
incomes for smallholder farmers and failures in business, trade and politics for large farmers
as the cause of rising distress.27

A Way Forward- Conclusion

Anomic suicide, triggered by egoistic factors is caused due to lack of clarity of social rules
during a social, economic, political crisis. In the case of farmers, indebtedness due to crop
failure, low prices, natural calamities result in hopelessness and helplessness which in turn
clouds their thinking, making them opt to end their life as an immediate escape. 28

Majority of the studies pointed to the indebtedness of the farm households as the major cause
of suicides followed by reduced loan by banks, lack of knowledge amongst the farmers, dearth
of social support in infrastructure and diminishing farm incomes. What has also been
witnessed is a lack of attention and greater marginalisation of agriculturalists and agrarian
issues in the post-liberalisation phase. Farmers fear being left unremunerated and
unreimbursed as a result of growing privatisation. P. Sainath, founder editor of “People’s
Archive of Rural India” states that the agrarian crisis is highly policy-driven marked by an
imbalance in agricultural credit distribution, acquisition of farmlands for Special Economic
Zones (SEZs), leading to ‘predatory commercialisation of countryside’.29

29 P Sainath, “More Farmers Killing Themselves, Deaths not Reported”, NSOJ, 2019
https://www.nsoj.in/stories/more-farmers-killing-themselves-deaths-not-reported-p-sainath

28 Durkheim’s Theory of Suicide as mentioned in Bhattacharyya, et. al. "The Macro and Micro Point of View of
Farmer Suicides in India." National Academy Science Letters (2020): 1-7

27 Mohanty BB (2005) ‘We are like the living dead’: farmer suicides in Maharashtra, Western India. J Peasant Stud
32:243–276

26 Sadanandan A (2014) Political economy of suicide: financial reforms, credit crunches and farmer suicides in
India. J Dev Areas 48(4):287–307

25 Prasad J, Abraham VJ, Minz S, Abraham S, Joseph A, Muliyil JP, George K, Jacob KS (2006) Rates and factors
associated with suicide in Kaniyambadi Block, Tamil Nadu, South India, 2000–2002. Int J Soc Psychiatry
52(1):65–71

24 Behere PB, Behere AP (2008) Farmers’ suicide in Vidarbha region of Maharashtra state: a myth or reality? Indian
J Psychiatry 50:124–127

23 OECD/ICRIER, “Agricultural Policies of India”, OECD Food and Agricultural Reviews, OECD Publishing, Paris Pg 201
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/9789264302334-en.pdf?expires=1610698434&id=id&accname=guest&ch
ecksum=C9FCB0CDB3938CBD8316076500578829

https://www.nsoj.in/stories/more-farmers-killing-themselves-deaths-not-reported-p-sainath
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/9789264302334-en.pdf?expires=1610698434&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=C9FCB0CDB3938CBD8316076500578829
https://www.oecd-ilibrary.org/docserver/9789264302334-en.pdf?expires=1610698434&id=id&accname=guest&checksum=C9FCB0CDB3938CBD8316076500578829
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Devinder Sharma, “India’s Green Chomsky” states that what we need today is a massive
investment in the agricultural sector, building the economic capacity of the poor farmers and
creating more demand. This can help overcome the stagnant income growth of farmers which
was only 0.44 per cent in the year 2011-2016 as per NITI Aayog.30

Prof. Chand, (member, NITI Aayog) emphasises on enhancing the infrastructure, rather than
providing subsidies. The primary concern shall be on policies like PM Kisan Sichai Yojana,
e-agricultural markets, garden approach.31

AS Mittal, agriculture business industrialist argues how agri-credit does not reach small and
marginal farmers. He states how in the past ten years, agriculture credit increased by 500 per
cent but didn’t reach even 20 percent of the 12.56 marginal farmers. He postulates a greater
emphasis on technology, reforms in leasing and a national-level agency to coordinate between
states with regards to agri-credit and land reforms. While these policies continue to work32

well, some additional efforts are requisitioned given the slow-rate of increase in the farm
income. One such method to explore solutions could be the adoption of a right-based
approach. While the rights-based solution has worked very well when it comes to Public
Distribution System, Mid-day Meals and (right to) education (Article 21A), the farm sector
continues to demand and is in dire need for the same.

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR) defines a rights-based approach as a
justifiable entitlement, with human dignity and worth, to basic services like employment, food,
health, and education. The root of the rights-based approach in India is found in Article 21, the
“Right to life” which states, “No person shall be deprived of his life or personal liberty except
according to the procedure established by the law.” The approach is validated by the
non-enforceable claims of Directive Principles of the State Policy, of which Article 41 states,
“within the limits of its economic capacity and development, make effective provision for
securing the right to work, to education, to public assistance, in cases of unemployment, old
age, sickness, disablement and other cases of undeserved want.” Article 38 of the Directive
Principles of the state policy, authorizes the state to secure a social order for the promotion of
the welfare of people while Article 48 for the organisation of agriculture.

Based on this, it is argued that an emphasis should be led on the formulation of social and
psychological support systems (Farmers Counselling Centres) at all federal levels. Greater
access to schemes like MGNREGA can lead to diversification of incomes in the
non-sowing/harvesting seasons. Private Banks should be encouraged along with government
banks to provide sources of credit with legitimate protectionism by the state. Emphasis shall

32 AS Mittal, “In agri-credit, small farmers are still outside the fence”, The Hindu, January 25, 2021
In agri-credit, small farmers are still outside the fence - The Hindu

31 Anand, Nupur; “Agricultural crisis: Development Initiatives likely to get government priority over subsidy routes”,
Observer Research Foundation; 2016
Agricultural crisis: Developmental initiatives likely to get government priority over subsidy routes | ORF
(orfonline.org)

30 Giri, Avinash; Sinha, Shristi; “Devinder Sharma on India’s Agriculture Crisis”, The Diplomat; 2018
Devinder Sharma on India’s Agriculture Crisis – The Diplomat

https://www.thehindu.com/opinion/lead/in-agri-credit-small-farmers-are-still-outside-the-fence/article33651459.ece
https://www.orfonline.org/research/agricultural-crisis-priority-over-subsidy-routes/
https://www.orfonline.org/research/agricultural-crisis-priority-over-subsidy-routes/
https://thediplomat.com/2018/06/devinder-sharma-on-indias-agriculture-crisis/
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be led on diversification of crops, making India self-reliant (Atmanirbhar) as much as possible,
and eventually import less and thus divert more income to our own farm sector. Therefore,
“regional-level” parochial reforms shall be bought within the existing farm system based on
the consultation and suggestions of the farmers and their state-level organisations.
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Deadly Calm: On Xinjiang Re-education Camps In China
Shambhavi Kalash

Abstract

The notion of religious freedom in China has been turbulent in the modern era. With a vague
constitution, anti-religious campaigns and sinicization of the country, the minority ethnic
groups, especially the Uyghur Muslims are often victim to forced assimilation in an effort to
curb ‘extremism’, which, according to China is a justified response owing to the numerous
terror attacks in the Xinjiang autonomous region since 1997 and by Islamic terrorist
organisations over the world. The ethnocide of the Uyghur Muslims and the forced
rehabilitation centres built for them is a way for the Chinese government to erase any traces of
Uyghur and Islamic practices in China and make the state culturally homogenous and
completely atheist. Initially denied of their very existence for months, these brutal incarnation
camps with over 1.5 million prisoners have attracted international spotlight due to the harsh
subjugation of the Uyghurs and the atrocities they are subjected to. The situation to this day is
dire as reports contradict Chinese statements on the abatement of such camps and claiming
freedom of the prisoners, as kidnappings of Uyghur scholars and lack of contact from
detainees, who are suspected to work in labor intensive industries in Xinjiang and are
subjected to forced labor and further political indoctrination still occurs.

Keywords: Xinjiang, Uyghur, Muslim, China, Education, Human Rights

Introduction

“If we are to preserve culture we must continue to create it.” - Johan Huizinga.

The People’s Republic of China, as a state that is predominantly Han-Chinese and espouses
state atheism, shares a tumultuous relationship between religious freedom and it’s ethnic
minorities. With the ruling Communist Party continuously advocating for cultural
homogeneity and having a narrowed perception towards Islamic practices in China, and
following 9/11, in addition to other various terror attacks, the state has linked Islam to
terrorism and constantly tries to suppress traditional Islamic practices, targeting the Uyghur
Muslims in particular. The establishment of ‘rehabilitation centres’ in the Xinjiang autonomous
region wherein majority of this ethnic group resides, China continues with its efforts to
assimilate them into the Han-Chinese society and aims to reduce ‘extremism’ in the region,
subjugating the Uyghurs to harsh conditions, political indoctrination and violating several
international human rights in the internment camps that continue to this day. Violation of
human rights can be understood when it can be seen that a person is being treated as if they
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were not human or that the natural human rights are being forfeited and overruled in an
event. 3334

The issue of human rights violations in the People's Republic of China has been an open secret
for decades. China defines human rights differently and refuses to accept the Universal
Declaration Of Human Rights adopted by the world and maintains that according to their
constitution the four cardinal principles supersede Chinese citizenship rights and can be used
as legal grounds for arresting people the government is suspicious of. While on the contrary,
compliance to them can yield enjoyment of all the rights that comes with being a Chinese
citizen.35

Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch have criticised the Chinese government’s
mishandlement of various human rights issues and their policies such as the capital
punishment system, the political and legal status of Tiibet, Hong Kong and Taiwan, the harsh
censorship laws i.e, the great firewall, lack of legal recognition of human rights, no
independent judiciary or rule of law, lack of worker’s rights, discrimination against ethnic
minorities, lack of religious freedom, repression of Christians, Tibetan Buddhist, Uyghur
Muslims and Falon Gongs, and the continued, arrest, detainment, disbarment of Chinese
human rights defenders, activists, and attorneys.36

Freedom of religion in China

While China officially has five state sanctioned religious organisations, namely: Buddhist
Association of China, Chinese Taoist Association, Islamic Association of China, Three-Self
Patriotic Movement and Chinese Patriotic Catholic Association, State Atheism is officially
espoused by the ruling Communist Party, who, in the past have led various anti-religious
campaigns. In China, the freedom of religion is provided within its constitution with an37

important anecdote that the government has the right to protect what it finds ’normal religious
activity’ such as practices taking place within the named religious organisations and registered
places of worship. While unregistered religious groups like house churches, Tibetan Buddhists,
underground Catholics, and Uyghur Muslims— are legally bound to face varying degrees of
harassment, including imprisonment and torture. This has proven China to be home to the
largest population of religious prisoners.38

.
Targeted harassment of such religious groups under “Sinicization of religion” or to shape all
religions to conform to the values of the CCP and the customs of the majority Han-Chinese

38 Eleanor, Albert, and Maizland, “The State of Religion in China.”

37 Johnson, “In China, Unregistered Churches Are Driving a Religious Revolution.”

36 Amnesty International, “Everything You Need to Know about Human Rights in China.”

35 Connell, “How China Is Violating Human Rights Treaties and Its Own Constitution in Xinjiang.”

34 UN General Assembly, "Universal Declaration of Human Rights," 217 (III) A.

33 Kamruzzaman, Md & Das, Shashi.”The Evaluation of Human Rights: An Overview in Historical Perspective.”
5-12.
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population, as termed by Premier Li Keqiang at the National People's Congress in March 2020,
has been a major issue. In addition, numerous Buddhist, Taoist temples, Mosques and
Churches were destroyed under government orders along with the imprisonment of religious
leaders not recognised by the Chinese ruling party for “endangering state security.”39

Ugyhur Muslims: Erasure Of A Minority

China’s ethnic demographic consists of over 91% of the population being Han-Chinese. It
houses 55 officially recognised minority ethnic groups and the Uyghurs are one of them. They
predominantly occupy the north-western part of China in the autonomous region of Xinjiang
(which geographically occupies one-sixth of the Chinese landmass and is the hub for Chinese
oil and gas resources). According to the 2010 census, approximately 10 million Uyghurs inhabit
the country and make up less than 1% of the Chinese population.

The Uyghurs are ethnically Turkic people and follow the moderate Sunni Islam religion, for
them, being Muslim is one of the core aspects of the Uyghur collective identity, hence,
practicing Islam is an important aspect of Uyghur nationhood. To understand the gravity of the
issue, one must understand the meaning of ‘Cultural Genocide.’ The importance of culture is
paramount in this sense, especially in the case of minorities. Knowledge about one’s cultural
heritage serves as an anchor for the minority and allows them to live their lives as a
community that has a separate culture from the majority, that can be attributed to their ethnic,
religious or linguistic traits. So, if a core part of a person’s culture is ripped from them, they
might physically live on but their culture has been removed from them, leaving them hollow.
This robbing of a person’s cultural identity is known as cultural genocide, a common way to
enact it is to conduct forced assimilation and coerce the minority to accept the majoritarian
cultural values. This approach is undertaken by governments to subdue minority cultures and
make a culturally homogenous state.40

China’s constitution, while providing for religious freedom under article 36 states that, “No
state organ, public organization, or individual may compel citizens to believe in, or not believe in,
any religion.” also ambiguously alludes to the fact that “The state has the right to protect41

‘normal’ religious practices and activities that do not disrupt public order, impair the health of
citizens, or interfere with the educational system of the state.” The right to religious, social and42

cultural self determination are protected as fundamental freedoms by various treaties China is
part of (Including Articles 18-20 of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights , Articles 2 and43

43 UN General Assembly, "Universal Declaration of Human Rights," 217 (III) A.

42China, Constitution Of the People's Republic of China.

41 China, Constitution Of the People's Republic of China.

40 Finnegan, Ciara. “The Uyghur Minority in China.”, 1.
39 Davidson, “Thousands of Xinjiang Mosques Destroyed or Damaged, Report Finds.”
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5 of the International Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Racial Discrimination ;44

Articles 1, 2, and 15 of the International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights ;45

Yet, this constitutional ambiguity leads to interpretation and marked constraints on religious
freedom.

China has made endless attempts to dissolve the traces of Uyghur culture by forfeiting their
religious freedoms and subjugating them to forced assimilation. Their reasoning for this act is
to act in ‘the nation’s defense’ towards threats of extremism that came up due to the east
Turkestan independence movement, that gave way to terror attacks in Xinjiang like the 1997
Urumqi bus bombing, 2009 Urumqi attacks, 2009 Shaoguan Incident, 2014 Kunming attack, and
the 2015 Aksu colliery attack. This ‘justified’ response has put China in the limelight as it
received harsh criticism from the world, calling the measures taken by China to be cultural
genocide. 46

One of the biggest attempts to exterminate the Uyghur culture is the establishment of Xinjiang
re-education Camps. Initially, China had denied the existence of such camps but later,
acknowledged them after global outcry. Since 2015, over a million Uyghurs have been detained
in these ‘rehabilitation’ or ‘education through transformation centres’, created under general
secretary Xi Jinping’s administration to ensure ‘adherence to the national Chinese ideology.’ and
are forced to renounce their Islamic ideologies and pledge allegiance to the CCP. They are
detained in the camp for upto 12 hours and sometimes don’t even get to go home (even there,
they are kept under surveillance), Both inside and outside the camps, Uyghur Muslims are
prevented from practicing traditional marriage ceremonies, burials, circumsions, having long
beards, wearing head and face coverings, fasting, making pilgrimages to Mecca, giving their
children Muslim names, are forced to eat pork, drink alcohol and reports of allegedly banning
halal food in Xinjiang have surfaced. Inmates are forced to sing hymns that praise the CCP and
write self-criticism essays. The inmates are subjected to physical and verbal abuse by the
guards and women have been detained at the centres on extension of the acts by their
husbands or sons. From the information given by the media sources, the hygienic conditions of
these camps are rough and the isolation periods between the male and female Uyghurs have
been interpreted as an attempt to stop Uyghur procreation to change the ethnic composition of
the country.47

Many religious figures, scholars and journalists are even till now, detained in these internment
camps for exercising their right to religion and expression, some famous inmates include lham
Tashpolat Teyap, former president of Xinjiang University who was sentenced to death with two
years of reprieve on charges of separatism in 2017.

47 Buckley, “China Is Detaining Muslims in Vast Numbers. The Goal: Transformation.”

46 Lee, Se Young, and David Brunnstrom, “China Warns U.S. over Uighur Bill.”

45 UN General Assembly, International Covenant on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights, 3.

44 UN General Assembly, Convention on the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide, 277.
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Life At Internment Camps And Recent Human Rights Violations

It has been noted that since the ethnic unrest in 2009, China has made concentrated efforts to
stabilise the area through security measures in effort to combat terrosism, separatism and
religious extremism. Criminal arrests in the Xinjiang region had spiked from 1400 in 2013 to
over 200,000 in 2017. Since 2018, the sinicization measures adopted by China to assimilate48

Uyghurs into Han-Chinese society has reduced Uyghur culture in China, thousands of
mosques have been demolished, thereby removing islamic motifs. The same Sinicization policy
has placed upon arbitrarily restrictions on Uyghur practices that according to China, prohibits
expressions of extremism.

In the internment camps, the guards are equipped with tear gas, tasers, spiked clubs and stun
guns to keep the ’students’ in line if they break the rules of the camp and not become ‘better
chinese citizens.’ The aim of these programs is to break Uyghur lineage and rip them apart
from their origins. It has been reported that the detainees have been subjected to intense
torture and beatings. The Uyghurs who remain at home are under government surveillance by
having assigned Han chinese ‘relatives’ in forced homestays. These assigned ‘relatives’ number
more than a million and are used to employ further indoctrination and adherence to the
Han-chinese ideology. The threat does not stay in China however, the state views the very
existence of Uyghur Muslims to be a threat and therefore are even hunting down Uyghurs
globally for extradition. Holding the overseas person’s family in China as hostage, they
threaten the Uyghurs living abroad to submit and return to China for internment. 49

Due to China's Great Firewall, the world has to rely on leaked footage, media sources and
testimonies from previous detainees for information. China intensely monitors Uyghur
communication and movement. A leaked video from Xinjiang based model Merdan Ghappar,
who is a detainee at the camp showed the dire living conditions in the camps, his video showed
set of handcuffs fixed on his left wrist to the metal bed frame, the only piece of furniture in the
room, along with swollen ankles and ruddy clothes. The video also showcased a document
wherein it states the children as young as 13 have to ‘repent’ and ‘surrender’ to the Chinese
authorities, and he insists that even though China claims that the camps are now being shut
down, people are still being detained. A former detainee, Mihrigul Tursun, described the50

forced drugging and being tortured in an electric chair; she had witnessed nine deaths in her
cell of 68 people during her three months of detainment.

Adding on, there have been widespread reports that state that the prisoners are being
subjected to abuse that meet the definition of torture under the international human rights

50 Sudworth. “China Uyghurs: A Model's Video Gives a Rare Glimpse inside Internment.”

49 Wang, “More Evidence of China's Horrific Abuses in Xinjiang.”

48 Chinese Human Rights Defenders, “Criminal Arrests in Xinjiang Account for 21% of China's Total in 2017.”



65

law, including the Convention Against Torture (Which says that states should take meaures to
prevent any act by which severe pain, regardless of mental or physical, is intentionally inflicted
on a person for purposes of obtaining a confession, intimidation, discrimination, or
punishment.), The abuses inflicted on he detainees also violate Article 2 of Genocide
Convention by causing bodily and mental harm to the prisoners. In addition, Article 5 of the
ICERD and UDHR, that guarantees protection from torture snd punishment regardless of race,
sex, religion and other statuses are also being violated. Further adding to the research, former
detainees describe extremely crowded cells, waterboarding, food deprivation, being chained to
chairs for long hours and electrocuted, rape and sexual humiliation. 51

In 2019, Chinese officials claimed that most of the detainees have been released, however
according to the Uyghurs abroad there hasn’t been any communication between them and
their mainland relatives. Reports suggest that these former detainees have likely been
convicted of some crimes and are placed in higher security facilities. While some of these
camps have been seemingly decommissioned, newer facilities have been seen springing up via
satellite imaging. According to some reports, China has moved the Uyghurs into textile and
labor intensive industries in Xinjiang and the ones who refuse such employment face
detention and criminal charges. Further, employers at these forced labor industries are
required to attend political science classes after work. 52

Human Right Defenders

The freedom of human right defenders to carry out their work has shrunk in China. The
officials subject the defenders to harassment, surveillance, detention, imprisonment and
prosecute them on broad charges like ‘subverting state power’ and ‘provoking trouble.’, defenders
are put in ‘residential surveillance in a designated location’ under charges of suspension and are
denied access to legal counsel. China regularly sustains crackdowns and enforce
disappearance, torture, and ill-treatment of HRDs.53

In the United States, Uyghur Human Rights Policy Act of 2020, was passed and signed in June
2020 to reprimand China over their oppression on Uyghur muslims, China critiqued this act
and called it a malicious attack on China and unneeded interference from outside on internal
state matters.54

54 Lee, Se Young, and Brunnstrom. “China Warns U.S. over Uyghur Bill.”

53 Amnesty International. “Everything You Need to Know about Human Rights in China.”

52 Raza, “China’s ‘Political Re-Education’ Camps Of Xinjiang’S Uyghur Muslims”

51 Ioanes,“Rape, Medical Experiments, and Forced Abortions: One Woman Describes Horrors of Xinjiang

Concentration Camps.”
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Conclusion

China, and the case of cultural genocide against the Uyghur Muslim minority group in
Xinjiang, even with recent developments and global outcry, do not denote a positive tone or
scope of improvement. Disappearances of academicians studying Uyghur culture, abductions
and forced sterilisation of Uyghurs on the basis of their religious identity are still happening. 55

On October 6th, 2020, Germany, on behalf of 39 countries, condemned China's actions and
explained how it is a "Gross act of human rights violations." The International community56

should at large give more attention to the suffering of the Uyghurs and as quoted by U.S
Secretary of State, Mike Pompeo, “All nations should join in and put an end to the dehumanising
abuses occurring in Xinjiang against the Uyghurs even to this day.”57

57 Hansler, “Pompeo Condemns China's Treatment of Uyghurs.”

56 United States Mission to the United Nations,. “Joint Statement on the Human Rights Situation in Xinjiang and the

Recent Developments in Hong Kong, Delivered by Germany on Behalf of 39 Countries.”

55 Sharma, “Uyghur Scholars and Students Interned or Disappeared.”
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Politics in Digital Spaces and its Human Rights Implications in India

Srishti Gupta

An American pop star tweets a news article about the farmers' protests in India. Rihanna with
her 102 million Twitter followers spurred the largest protests in world history to the
international limelight, providing a classic example of the internet acting as a global village, as
proclaimed by Bill Gates so many years ago.

The next day, Greta Thunberg, a Swedish teenage environmental activist tweets a protest
toolkit made on Google docs. Ten days later, the cyber-crime cell of Delhi Police arrested a
21-year-old environmental activist in Bengaluru and moved her to Delhi without a requisite
transit remand. Disha Ravi, the co-founder of the Bengaluru branch of Thunberg’s global
environmental organization ‘Fridays For Future’ (FFF), was charged with sedition. Her crime?
The police said she had edited and shared the toolkit with Thunberg.

The CNN news article shared by Rihanna had reported on the internet blackouts following
violent clashes between farmers and the police on Republic Day in India. Building on this, it
highlighted democratic concerns in light of India’s infamous track record with internet
shutdowns. Moreover, it is common knowledge to any netizen familiar with online activism
that toolkits are used during protests as advocacy documents (compiling information on
schedules, guiding people on strategies and risks involved, and providing resources to aid
allies for concerted efforts to make their voices heard by responsible authorities). This was also
widely employed during the BlackLivesMatter and Hong Kong protests.

However, such a document now became the subject of national controversy in India. Delhi
Police filed an FIR against the toolkit’s creators for waging ‘social, cultural and economic war’
against India. S. Jaishankar, Indian External Affairs Minister, claimed that it has “revealed a
lot”. Yet, the publicly available toolkit is primarily clicktivistic in nature. It contains information
on the background of the farmer issues (structural problems, the role of corporate) in India
and enlists ‘prior’ and ‘urgent’ actions which include appeals for solidarity tweets, learning
more and becoming a part of the on-ground movement.

Yet, these two innocuous tweets drew online ire from a large section of Indians. For days, there
was a seemingly-incessant wave of racially and sexually insensitive remarks against Rihanna
by Indians on Twitter and her past-abuser Chris Brown was glorified. Google trends witnessed
a peak in “Is Rihanna a Muslim?” searches, conspiracy theories cropped up overnight claiming
she and Greta were paid to tweet in favour of farmers. Paid by whom? Nobody knew, but as
plausibility met imagination, an online toolkit was taken as a substantial basis for theories of
an international ploy to destabilize India for a second time within the past year. Even though
nothing in it, as retired Supreme Court Justice Deepak Gupta said, merited a charge of
sedition, the police claimed they found “pro-Khalistani links” which needed to be investigated.
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The flipside was that the farmers’ cause rose in international prominence -UK
Parliamentarians and US state officials also weighed in. This compelled our External Affairs
Ministry to release a statement wherein it stated that certain “vested groups” were trying to
“mobilize international support against India”. While speaking in the Lok Sabha about the
importance of Foreign Direct Investment (FDI), PM Narendra Modi, (known for his quirky
renditions of classic acronyms), said there is a new FDI- ‘Foreign Destructive Ideology’- that
the nation needs protection from. He also claimed to identify a nascent tribe of “andalonjeevi”
(literally: persons who protest for a livelihood) and went on to describe them as “parjeevi” or
parasites who feast on agitation. It makes intriguing chronological sense that Disha was
arrested 5 days after this. This made the correlation more conspicuous. Various union
ministers participated in a Twitter trend “At 21…” which aimed at highlighting how none of
them, at Disha’s age were involved in “anti-national” activities- a tag which has increasingly
been given to all kinds of dissent in recent memory.

Concerns about the arrestee’s right to life and liberty, ‘procedure established by law’ (about
sedition) and the colonial era 'black’ law being invoked arbitrarily- were raised. The State
police claimed that they were unaware of the arrest until Disha was on the flight to Delhi and
the arresting officers had tracked the arrestee’s phone to ascertain her location. This, along
with Disha’s claim about her laptop and phone being seized, followed by leaks of her WhatsApp
chats in the media, and Delhi Police confirming they had gained access to key information on
the toolkit’s origins via Google, raised questions of data privacy and security. Moreover,
opinionated tweets issued by the police seemed to jeopardize her right to a fair trial.

The day Disha’s chats were leaked, I opened Twitter with particular apprehension having
witnessed the news media leak chats of celebrities last year, while an NCRB drug probe was
underway, and then the vitriol spread by a Twitter mob. This phenomenon can be explained in
Gustav Le Bon’s 1895 theory on the psychology of crowds (multiplication in means of
communication where separated individuals can get interconnected and influenced by violent
emotions and then act as a crowd). I was expecting vile stuff and was proved right. Disha in her
chats had allegedly expressed fear of getting charged under the Unlawful Activities
(Prevention) Act, an anti-terror law. Many tweets saw this as the accused’s confession about
her awareness of her crimes. However, last year the Union Environment Ministry had blocked
citing UAPA and booked FFF India under a previously-struck-down section of the IT Act after
FFF had led an email campaign criticizing the Environment Impact Assessment notification
2020. Even though both actions were called “errors” and taken back the next day, it shows us
how Disha’s fear wasn’t entirely unfound.

The Twitter mob endemic to India has consequences beyond petty trolling and calling for
dissenters to be prosecuted under laws that could procedurally tag them as terrorists. This
must be understood through the functioning of political IT cells, particularly that of the ruling
party- due to its dominance in both relative (the scope of reach of which far exceeds that of the
second leading ‘Congress’ party) and absolute (omnipresence across the Indian social media
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landscape) terms. The BJP’s IT cell was established in 2007 for purposes of seeking advice on IT
policy, attracting IT professionals, reaching out to voters and automating the Party with the
use of open-source software. This software over the years has acquired the form of a virtual
‘Hindu ecosystem’ disseminating party propaganda and ideologically-motivated
disinformation, through coordinated and seldom blindly copy-pasted delivery of targeted
information.

The Home Minister Amit Shah has on occasions referred to the role of this organization. In
2018, he had expounded on the impact of the traction gained via their WhatsApp groups, upon
the news routine leading up to the Uttar Pradesh assembly elections. Even while
acknowledging their complicity in creating fake news, he emphasized their ability to make any
messages- even fake, ‘sour’ ones- go viral. That such practice is discouraged was mentioned
only in passing. Time and again ahead of various elections, while addressing the party’s social
media volunteers as “cyber warriors”, he has reminded the troop of their soft power and
exalted them for ensuring the party’s victory whenever they ‘took command’. This amounted to
the last general elections in the largest democracy of the world being termed as ‘WhatsApp
elections’ by many observers- both Indians and outsiders (when maliciously photoshopped
images, clipped videos, targeted texts and memes thrived). Indeed, the alarming digital
deployment of lies and half-truths by the largest political party in the world to win the popular
vote in a country with the second-largest number of global internet users has been widely
documented.

Appalled and outraged by the Twitter mob, I updated my social media with posts of solidarity
with Disha Ravi. One reply I received just read: "Her name is actually Disha Ravi Joseph." Now,
not only was that an ad hominem reaction, but also untrue. Compelled to take on an emerging
proof about the toolkit’s benignity, the “cyber warriors” employed a time-honoured tactic: the
vilification of minorities. By rebranding her as Christian, they aimed to invalidate her
legitimacy in the public eye- reinforcing the ruling regime’s ideological background in viewing
minorities as ‘foreigners’ who are unfaithful to the Hindu fatherland.

Since 2014, cases of lynching due to rumours of organ harvesting, cow slaughtering, etc. as
spread over WhatsApp has staggeringly increased. The victims of such have overwhelmingly
belonged to marginalised sections of the "mobocracy" as termed by the Supreme Court. What’s
worse is that Union Ministers have been known to repeatedly patronise with those accused
and convicted in these cases by providing them public sector jobs, embracing them with
garlands, overseeing as they’re draped in the tricolour like a martyr at their funeral, and
essentially involving them informally in the party’s activities.

Last year, even as the pandemic settled in and fake news stories regarding it peaked during the
first 3 months itself, India witnessed a still graver threat to its social harmony as the Muslim
community was widely boycotted- both online and offline- owing to a religious congregation
held in Delhi, wherein attendees were stuck inside premises till a week after the lockdown was
imposed.
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The fact that this was by no means an isolated incident, all factors considered, was
conveniently overlooked at that time. Thereafter, a slew of hate speech and fake news
demonising the entire community emerged daily on the internet, so much so that even police
in districts of Uttar Pradesh- currently a Hindutva stronghold under Yogi Adityanath- had to
debunk various stories on Twitter.

Perhaps the ugliest instance still was the online character assassination of JMI student and
anti-CAA protestor Safoora Zargar including slut-shaming her pregnancy, while she was jailed
under the UAPA as a key conspirator in the Delhi riots. BJP leader Kapil Mishra, infamous for
having given the hate slogan ‘…goli maaro saalo ko’ (shoot the bastards) which had likely rather
provoked riots, made a tweet that was disgusting at best.

As a DU Professor pointed out in her Facebook post, this came in the same week as the
#BoisLockerRoom incident wherein online group chats showed teenage boys sharing their
female classmates’ pictures non-consensually and making disturbing comments about their
physical features (something quite reminiscent of CEO Mark Zuckerberg’s origins with
FaceMash). It is worth mentioning in this context that Facebook is increasingly being
questioned by governments in various countries including India for failure in containing hate
speech and whether personal biases of tech experts impacts AI algorithms that filter content.

A well-meaning friend had once asked me why I participate in online activism citing how
much of it is echo chamber-like. It was correct; yet, I was firmly convinced that it does make a
change, albeit minimal. Since then, however, I’ve come to realise that there is greater
importance attached to it in countering IT cells, however minimally, in a country where they
sway elections. Moreover, even though the practice is largely slacktivist, it helps form safe
spaces for healthy discourses and solidarity networks for raising awareness. For instance,
when the National Investigation Agency failed to provide straw and sipper in over 20 days to
Stan Swamy- a tribals rights activist suffering from Parkinson’s and the oldest person arrested
under UAPA- some people posted screenshots placing online orders of the same address for
the NIA Mumbai office. Even then, the required was provided to him after 10 more days.

Disha Ravi was acquitted on 23rd February, after spending 9 days in custody. The judge
granting bail orders cited unavailability of evidence to link her with Khalistani groups or the
26th January violence. Upholding freedom of speech, he included the “right to seek a global
audience” under it. However, the opportunity for international communication rooted in the
conception of the internet as a global public good is considered non-excludable just as human
rights are inalienable is not available to everyone in India. Kashmir valley was until recently, as
locals put it, under an “e-curfew” or “digital-apartheid” as 4G services were restored after 18
months of shutdown- the second-longest in the world. In fact, this placed India as the leading
country in restricting internet access, a fact contravening the popular Digital India programme
in spirit.



74

Even though the UN in 2016 had termed internet access disruptions as a human rights
violation and the Supreme Court held internet access as a Fundamental Right under Article 19,
the Indian government continues to impose blackouts ostensibly to maintain public safety,
which instead works to quell the flow of information during protests. The 2019 #KeepItOn
report showed that 121 of the total 213 internet shutdowns that year were from India- which
was over 10 times more than the second-worst offender country (Venezuela with 12
shutdowns). India continued at the top in 2020, even when the number of instances decreased,
hours of blackout more than doubled, incurring a loss of $2.8 Billion. According to a report
made on 4th February, 7 shutdowns have already been enacted this year, affecting over 52
million people in just the NCR.

In 2012, an India Against Corruption volunteer Ravi Srinivasan was arrested for a tweet
targeting the then Finance Minister’s son. Since that first instance, even after the Supreme
Court struck down the enabling section of IT Act 2000 in 2015, a pattern of arrests and charges
of sedition for ‘offensive’ or merely satirical/critical online posts about politicians across
political parties has persistently been aided by the misapplication of legal provisions.
Concerningly in recent years, this has also involved journalists like Prashant Kanojia, who
served 2 months of jail-time for raising concerns of rumoured discrimination. Worse, the
Ministry of Home Affairs recently introduced a Cyber Crimes Volunteers Program, calling for
the creation of an unprofessional citizen class of "Unlawful Content Flaggers" to identify and
report, inter alia, "anti-national" and "radicalizing" social media posts to law enforcement
authorities. Experts say that this promotes dystopian practices like cyber vigilantism, lateral
surveillance and could encourage self-censorship of speech.

Spaces for creative dissent have already been shrinking with artist Rachita Taneja and
comedian Kunal Kamra (both enjoying primarily online popularity) getting served contempt of
court notices for their stick-figure comics and tweets.

For now, I believe, we are only free to agree or more accurately, not to disagree. As in all wars,
the unceasing scrutiny by the cyber warriors has a deterrent effect as people prefer censoring
themselves. Yet, there is perhaps some hope to be found in the farmers' protests. While the
police continue their crackdown on social media accounts for allegedly spreading fake news,
protestors insist on using social media as an alternative to a section of news media practising
embedded journalism.

Twitter refused to buckle under the Indian government's request to remove certain tweets,
accounts and hashtags (while geo-blocking some for India), reiterating its commitment to free
speech even with its employees being under arrest. YouTube banned two farmers' songs citing
a legal complaint filed by the government. Yet, copies of these were re-uploaded within hours,
reminding me of the phrase used by many new-age dissenters, including writer Rega Jha: 'the
revolution will be archived' she wrote, after the events of 5 January 2020 on JNU campus when
#LeftAttacksJNU and #ABVPGoons trended simultaneously even as the objective truth
screamed in first-hand footage and images, and several universities across India stood in



75

solidarity with JNU even before the goons made their quick, unmonitored escape. Thus, modes
of disseminating propaganda and half-truths were harnessed to document ground realities.
Journalist Raghu Karnad recalled on Twitter as a young US NRI had written to him after the
anti-CAA protests: "New regimes of control in India will require new forms of resistance in
spaces where it remains possible."
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Higher Education Abroad: Current Scenario and Future Trends

Rajshree

The study aims to review the current scenario of Indian students pursuing higher education
abroad and determine how the choices of students who want to study overseas may get
influenced by the National Education Policy 2020, and the global outbreak of COVID-19
pandemic. As per UNESCO Institute of Statistics, more than 3,00,000 Indian students are
pursuing tertiary education overseas as of 2017, which has made an average annual growth rate
of 22% from 2000 to 2016. Indian students choose to study abroad due to specific pull factors
such as greater exposure, better quality and standard of higher educational institutions and
enhanced research opportunities, funds and employment opportunities. The United States of
America, Australia, Canada, United Kingdom and Germany remains to be the most preferred
countries as of 2017 and STEM as the most chosen area of study followed by engineering,
business administration and management, and life, medical and social sciences. The National
Education Policy, 2020, seeks to transform the higher educational institutions in India and
make them globally competitive through the implementation of plans like an increased
investment of overall public expenditure on the education sector six per cent of the GDP,
branch campuses of foreign universities, joint and dual degree programmes, open and
distance learning, liberal education programmes, National Research Foundation with separate
funding in research, Institutes of Eminence and greater use of technology. The global
pandemic of COVID-19 has destructed the economies of the world, and it has also led to a
significant loss for the students planning to pursue higher education abroad. Visa expiry,
massive education loans, economic recession, a lower return of investment, withdrawn job
offers, travel restrictions are some of such problems. It has intensified the role of technology
and consequentially, online education which has, in turn, made the teaching-learning process
more manageable. From online lectures, discussions to interactive academic sessions through
platforms like Zoom, Google meet, Skype, Google classroom, websites like Coursera, edX,
Swayam, and other MOOC (Massive open online courses) platforms have allowed students to
gain knowledge, even amidst the period of lockdown. With dual-degree and joint degree
programmes, branch campuses of foreign universities in the special education zones,
enhanced research funding along with upcoming challenges of travel restrictions and
economic recession due to the pandemic, decisions of students planning to pursue higher
education abroad may get affected. Primary data was collected through the method of an
online survey based on snowball sampling of over thirty students to fulfil the objective of the
research. Based on the findings, it is visualized that the future trend of higher education in
India as an effect of COVID-19 and NEP, 2020 will be based on the three pillars of Online
Education, established Branch Campuses of foreign universities and Open and distance
learning. The major driving factors in establishing such a trend include the role of technology,
the growing travel restrictions, economic recession, return of investment, emphasis on ‘local’
and family influence.
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