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[.etter from the Editor

By Daksayani Chandra

Dearest Readers,

It is with great honour and excitement that I
present to you the very first edition of the
Electoral Literacy Club (ELC), Jesus and Mary
College’s Newsletter. This newsletter marks a
significant milestone for the ELC, reflecting the
tireless efforts of a team committed to fostering
voter awareness and democratic values among
students.

My journey with the ELC began in its nascent
stages in 2023, as the club laid its foundation as a
new society on campus, working in alignment
with the guidelines laid down by the Election
Commission of India (ECI). As the first General
Secretary of this remarkable initiative, I was
determined to create a platform that not only
educated but also empowered students to
recognize their role as responsible citizens in a
democracy.

The past year has been a whirlwind of activities
and learnings. From organizing thought-
provoking events such as Ballot Bistro and
Democracy Walls to conducting impactful Voter
Registration Drives, the ELC has grown into a
dynamic community that actively engages with
the core values of electoral literacy. This
newsletter is a culmination of our shared vision—
to inform, inspire, and instil the importance of
electoral participation among our peers.

Democracy thrives on the collective power of
informed voters. Every vote cast shapes the
nation’s future, reminding us that the true
strength of democracy lies in the hands of its
citizens. By engaging actively, we ensure that our
voices are heard and that governance reflects the
will of the people.

As I reflect on this journey, I am filled with
gratitude for the support and enthusiasm of
my fellow ELC members, faculty advisors,
and, most importantly, the students who
have embraced this cause wholeheartedly.
Together, we are building a legacy of
informed and empowered voters, one step
at a time.

Thank you for being a part of this historic
moment. I look forward to your feedback,
suggestions, and continued participation in
our upcoming endeavours.

Yours sincerely,

Editor,

Vice President, Electoral Literacy Club,
Jesus and Mary College.
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THE BINDING AGENT IN
DEMOCRACY

V ALAN BOSCO

Guy de Maupassant in his short story ‘Solitude’
ponders “We are all in a desert. Nobody
understands anybody”, and then asks “Does the
earth know what passes in those stars that are
hurled like a spark of fire across the firmament — so
far that we perceive only the splendour of some?” It
1s a difficult process for a human being to
understand another, this much is clear to thinkers of
all ages. Great institutions are founded on this
understanding...of the innumerable efforts to
understand each other. Understanding! Efforts! But
understanding isn’t enough, efforts aren’t enough.
Togetherness requires one to sacrifice one’s own
identity for the whole, and this is the foundation of
great institutions. Sacrifice!

In the present world where everyone seeks their
individual identities, the need for recognition has
created havoc to society and its institutions. A
process clearly visible in social media and its various
forms. Togetherness collapses where even the
powerful desires recognition, where the powerful
alone appropriate spaces of efforts. Togetherness in
a college requires the institutionally powerful
teachers to take a step back and give space to
students. ELC is that splendour where students
argue with each other amicably during the multiple
elections it holds, and teachers bask in the glory of

the democratic processes.

Are students conscious of the power and powerlessness
of students fraternity themselves? Are teachers and
students conscious of the power that come from their
own individual positioning in language, religion, caste,
politics and even a great institution? The complexity and
limitations of the very process of ‘understanding’,
‘efforts’ and ‘sacrifice’ come to the fore when we try to
answer these questions. Nowhere this process becomes
more entrenched in its own complexities than in

Democracy.

Democracy is not a natural process but it is a necessary
process. Nature is unequal and equality exists only
historically. The existence of individuals in historical
circumstances necessitates the existence of democracy.
While an individual functions through relationships,
democracy gives rise to institutions. Institutions have
the task of socialising the individual in the democratic
process and socialising in the process of elections.

The desire of the individual to interact with another is so
intuitive that it doesn’t always exist in its purest form,
but rather in habits of the society. Socialisation in the
process of elections is the foundation of relationship — of
togetherness. Students have to be inclusive, in the
process sacrificing their individuality. Togetherness
would have to be founded on the intuitive desire to
communicate and not run after recognition. This is the
challenge our ELC society faces — to bring students of
diverse backgrounds together for the greater good of

being, of togetherness.
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AN INTRODUCTION :
BY ANNANYA RANA

Electoral Literacy Clubs: Building an Informed Electorate in Delhi

Electoral Literacy Clubs (ELCs) have been established across Delhi as part of a nationwide initiative to
promote electoral literacy among citizens engagingly. Spearheaded by the Election Commission of India
(ECI) under its Systematic Voters’ Education and Electoral Participation (SVEEP) program, these clubs
strengthen democracy by fostering informed participation.

Why Electoral Literacy Clubs?

Civic studies often lack practical information on electoral participation, such as voter registration and
using Electronic Voting Machines (EVMs), leading to low engagement among young voters. The idea of
forming ELCs emerged from a 2017 working group analysis, which highlighted the need to cultivate a
culture of electoral participation.

ELCs empower first-time voters, particularly those aged 18-21, by familiarizing them with the voting
process and fostering responsibility toward the democratic system. They uphold the principle of "No Voter
to Be Left Behind," ensuring every eligible citizen registers and votes.

Formation and Structure G
ELCs in Delhi are primarily set up in colleges, with participation —

. DO YOU KNOW :
open to all students. Each club is led by a faculty convener and What are ELCs (Electoral Literacy Club)?

engages students through activities like mock elections, quizzes,

debates, and role-plays that simulate real electoral scenarios.

These clubs extend to schools and rural communities, promoting
hands-on voter education and confidence in using EVMs and Voter
Verifiable Paper Audit Trails (VVPATS). Since 2023, the ELC at
Jesus and Mary College has conducted impactful activities such as

Voter Awareness Walks, Registration Drives, and Documentary
Screenings to spread awareness.

Objectives and Importance
Primary Objectives:
« Voter Education: Inform citizens about voter registration and
the integrity of electoral processes.
- Empowering Young Voters: Encourage ethical, confident
participation.
« Community Engagement: Mobilize ELC members to spread
electoral literacy locally.

« Promoting Participation: Cultivate informed, ethical voting
habits.

Conclusion

ELCs are pivotal in fostering an informed electorate and
strengthening democracy. As a member since 2023, I have seen how
these clubs empower students, particularly in an all-girls institution
like ours, to raise awareness and inspire active participation. They
demonstrate the power of collective action in shaping a vibrant
democratic society.




HISTORICAL ELECTIONS IN INDIA
By Trikkur S. Lakshmi

‘The ballot is stronger than a bullet’ - Abraham Lincoln.
History is made every time a voter chooses to use the right to suffrage. Every voter who stands at a polling booth
reinforces democracy by standing up for their voices, and their opinions. To understand the vibrance of the Indian
State, the Electoral Literacy Club brings you a piece on the historic elections of India.

1052

Independent India conducts its first
democratic election

India attained independence in the glorious autumn
of 1947, but the reality of Gandhi’s dream was
darkened by the tragedy of Partition. It would take
four years for India to unite Delhi with 584 Princely
States and establish a fully functioning legislature.
Among India’s historic elections, none are as
momentous as the first election of a united and
independent India.

In March 1950, Sukumar Sen was appointed as the
first Chief Election Commissioner. Soon after, the
Representation of People Act, 1951, was passed,
laying the foundation for free and fair elections.
India’s first general election was held between 25th
October 1951 and 21st February 1952. Himachal
Pradesh voted early due to harsh winters, while
Jammu & Kashmir was excluded because of socio-
political instability and inadequate infrastructure.
The state eventually participated in its first
parliamentary elections in 1967.

This election was a colossal undertaking—the largest
the world had witnessed, with 68 phases of voting, 53
political parties, and 533 Independent candidates. A
staggering 173 million voters were registered,
embodying India’s commitment to universal
suffrage. For the first time, citizens above 21,
regardless of gender, religion, caste, or class, had the
right to vote.

The Indian National Congress (INC), led by Pandit
Jawaharlal Nehru, emerged victorious, securing 44%
of the votes and 364 out of 489 seats. The Socialist
Party of India stood a distant second with 11% votes
and 12 seats. Nehru’s campaign, marked by his
vision of “Naya Hindustan,” struck a chord with the
people.

Nehru served as Prime Minister until 1964. The first
legislature, with an extraordinary 677 sittings and
3,784 hours of debate, remains unmatched in India’s
parliamentary history. This inaugural election was a
testament to India’s democratic ideals and the
indomitable spirit of its people.

Indian National 47, 665, 951 4499 364
Socialist Party of 11, 216, 719 10.59 12
India
Communist Party 3, 487, 401 3.29 16
Bharatiya Jana 3, 246, 361 3.06 3
Sangh
2,521, 695 2.38 2

Scheduled Castes
Federation

Figure 1:1952 Elections

1977

First Peaceful Transition of Power

In 1977, Morarji Desai made history by becoming the first opposition
leader to win a general election in India. At 81, he assumed office as
Prime Minister on 24th March, marking a peaceful transition of power
after three decades of Congress dominance. This election came at a time
when India was struggling with political instability and recovering its
democratic rights after the Emergency.

The previous election in 1971 had seen Indira Gandhi and the INC(I)
win decisively. However, in 1975, the Allahabad High Court
disqualified Mrs Gandhi from her Rae Bareli seat for malpractice
during the election, leading to the imposition of Emergency. Many
Janata Alliance leaders were jailed, and protests led by Jayaprakash
Narayan erupted across Gujarat, Maharashtra, and Uttar Pradesh.
Despite Mrs Gandhi’s efforts to consolidate power, dissent continued to
grow, fueled by the enduring rights enshrined in India’s Constitution.
With the Emergency set to end in February 1977, elections were
inevitable. In an unexpected outcome, the Janata Alliance secured a
sweeping victory, ending Congress’s unbroken rule. Mrs Gandhi’s
controversial 20-point economic programme and Sanjay Gandhi’s
unpopular S5-point agenda contributed to the INC(I)’s defeat. Despite
this, Congress retained a loyal voter base in southern states like Tamil
Nadu, Kerala, and Andhra Pradesh (then united with Telangana).

The Janata Alliance’s absolute majority signified a strong mandate. The
smooth transition of power underscored India’s democratic resilience
and its capacity for renewal even in challenging times.



1999

First Elected Coalition Government which lasted a

Full Term

In the months succeeding India’s victory at the Kargil War, the

incumbent NDA consisting of the Bharatiya Janata Party, the
AIADMK, Shiv Sena and 16 other parties lost a No-
Confidence motion in the Lok Sabha. Tensions were rising
between the BJP and one of its key allies the AIADMK as J.
Jayalalitha wanted the incumbent Centre to sack the ruling
DMK in Tamil Nadu. However, the NDA was strengthened
during the campaign by a rift in the INC between Sonia Gandhi
and then INC leader Sharad Pawar. Issues such as the Babri
Masjid Demolition, handling of the Kargil War and low
inflation boosted the sitting NDA. The election, held between 5
September and 3 October 1999, resulted in a victory for the
NDA with the BJP being the single largest party. Atal Bihari
Vajpayee once again took the oath of office for the position of
Prime Minister and his NDA coalition was the first in Indian
history to last a full five - year term.

The 1999 general elections were significant for several reasons.
The BJP's victory marked a shift in Indian politics, with the
party emerging as a dominant force. The election also
highlighted the importance of coalition politics, as the NDA's
success was largely due to its ability to form alliances with
regional parties. The campaign saw a focus on national security
and economic stability, with the BJP capitalizing on its handling
of the Kargil War and the country's economic performance. The
election results also underscored the declining influence of the
Congress party, which struggled to regain its former dominance
in Indian politics.

Figure 4 : 2014 Elections

Figure 2 : 1977 Elections

Figure 3 : 1997 Elections
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Indian National 103, 120, 330 28.3 114
Congress

Bharatiya Janata 86, 562, 209 23.75 182
P

rty
Communist Party 19, 695, 767 54 33
Telugu Desam 13, 297, 370 3.65 29
Party

Samajwadi Party 13, 717, 021 3.76 26

2014

The first non-coalition government in 30 years

The General Elections of 2014 saw the first time the Bharatiya
Janata Party rose to power on its own. Former three-time
Gujarat Chief Minister Narendra Modi swept the Indian
General Elections and was voted into power with a majority of
282 seats. 834 million voters were registered on the electoral
roll and over 8,000 candidates contested. The incumbent
Indian National Congress registered a shocking defeat with its
lowest-ever seat count at 44. Even with the assistance of fellow
alliance parties such as the DMK, TMC and NCP, the UPA
managed only a dismal 59 seats out of 545. It also marked the
first time that the Indian Parliament did not have an official
opposition party. To become the Leader of the Opposition, a
party needed a minimum of 55 seats on its own. The history of
India’s elections is a testament to the resilience and vibrancy of
its democracy.

From the first democratic election in 1952, which established the foundation of universal suffrage, to the peaceful transition of power in
1977, each election has marked significant milestones. The 1999 elections highlighted the importance of coalition politics, while the 2014
elections showcased the electorate’s desire for change and development. These historic moments underscore the power of the people's
voice and the enduring strength of India's democratic principles. As India continues to evolve, the lessons from these elections remain
relevant, inspiring future generations to actively engage in the democratic process and shape the nation's future.



